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Berlin and Bernie Override a Racial 
Hint’: Insist Bill Robinson Performs 








Negro organizations in New York | 
are protesting an alleged slight to 
Bill Robinson last week at a rally 
of the United Service Organizations 
in Madison Square Garden. Whether 
or not Robinson was almost kept | 
from the stage because of his race | 
is the subject of a welter of con-| 
flicting stories. At any rate, the| 
famed tap dancer finally went on, | 
at the insistence of Irving Berlin and | 
Ben Bernie, and easily registered as | 
the sock of the show. Entertainment | 
was staged by Billy Rose. 

New York Urban League and the | 
Conference of Negro Social Work- 
ers filed a protest with Secretary of 
War Henry L. Stimson on the basis 
of early accounts that an army offi- 
cer had ruled against Robinson be- 


' 


cause of his race. USO is raising 
$10,000,000 to provide recreational 
facilities for the army. 


the facts were that Robinson wasn’t 
scheduled to be in the show, but 
Bernie, who was m.c.ing, spied him 
and called him up. Rose, they say, 
(Continued on page 18) 


Lunt-Fontanne Deal Off 
On Sponsor’s Fear Pair 


Wouldn't Stick Long 


Lever Bros. will decide within the 
next week or so on what it will use 
as summer replacement programs in 
the Rinso and Lifebuoy spots on 
CBS. After spending a week in hud- 
dles with their ad agencies, a group 
of Lever Bros. execs left for Boston 
Friday (23) to go over the proposed 
shows with their home office asso- 
ciates. While in New York the gang 
listened to numerous auditions. 


According to Berlin and Bernie, | 








One suggested combination that 
did blow up just before the group 
left was that composed of Alfred 
Lunt and Lynn Fontanne. They 


had been offered for a series of dra- 
matic scripts. Among the difficulties 
that presented themselves during 
the discussion of proposition 
was the lack of assurance that Lunt 
and Miss Fontanne would be avail- 


this 





able for radio over a long period, | 


BOWES-CHRYSLER TO 


END IN SEPTEMBER? 


Report persists that Major Edward 
Bowes will wind up his five-year | 
career with Chrysler this Septem- 
ber and that he will be replaced 
with a half-hour dramatic show 
built around one or two Hollywood 
Stars. Ruthrauff & Ryan, agency on 
the account, is said to be thinking of 
putting together a man and wife 
combination for the substituted 
series. 

Among the twosomes under con- 
Sideration are Clark Gable and 
Carole Lombard and William Powell 
and his wife, Diane Lewis. 





—+ 


Discipline 





Pittsburgh, May 27. 

Bill Reynolds, until recently 
a doorman at the Roxy theatre 
in New York, is new male vocal- 
ist with Bob Chester’s band. 
Reynolds, who replaces Bill 
Darnell, recently paged by the 
army, joined the outfit here last 
week at Kennywood Park. 

Chester says only trouble now 
with Reynolds is that every time 
he’s addressed by the maestro, 
in or out of the band-shell, he 
still snaps to attention. 


BIG GAMBLING 
BIZ ON RIVIERA 


Cannes, May 8. 

Although not comparable to the 
spring seasons of the pre-New Order 
era, life on the Riviera has shown a 
definite upbeat. 

As well as being the now officially 
dubbed ‘French Hollywood,’ the 
Riviera has gone through a renais- 
sance as a play center, with most of 











the casinos rgopening and the for-| 


eigners again converging on the bet- 
ter known Cote d’Azur resorts. Much 
of the idle legit and screen talent 
can also be seen lolling on the bet- 
ter known beaches, waiting for nor- 
(Continued on page 18) 


NEWARK ECLIPSE 
TRAILER FOR N.Y 


Trial Darkness of World’s 
Brightest Lights in Six 
Weeks — Midtown N. Y. 





ings Have Plans All Set 
—LaGuardia Favors Fre- 
quent Drills for Radio City, 
Times Square, Etc. 


SAFETY ZONES 








A total blackout of the greatest 
| concentration of neon and mazda the 
world has ever seen—Broadway—is 
a strong possibility within six weeks, 
and a certainty by September. 
| Whether it will be a trial dousing 
of the lights or a permanent one, 
‘and how soon it will come, may de- 
pend on the reaction in this country 
| (Continued on page 55) 








\Judy Marrying Dave Rose 
Despite Metro’s Protests 


Hollywood, May 27. 
Metro’s protests to her impending 


marriage to Dave Rose, divorced 
husband of Martha Raye, have fal- 


len on the conveniently deaf ears of 
Judy Garland. 

The film company’s squawks that 
her prestige as a juvenile star would 
suffer have been ignored in Miss 
Garland’s announcement that she and 
Rose would be wed June 15. Rose is 
musical director of KHJ, Los An- 


| geles. 


Theatres, Hotels and Build-| 


BROADWAY 
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CBS Selling Artists Bureau to MCA, 
Including Talent and Staff, for $250,000 





Hughes’ Speedster 





Hollywood, May 27. 
Howard Hughes, who recently 
completed filming of ‘The Out- 
law, is back in the aviation 
business with a new 64-passen- 
ger plane designed to fly from 
Los Angeles to New York in 
eight hours and 30 minutes, an 
improvement of five hours over 
the current schedule. 
Ships will make 350 miles an 
hour and cost $500,000 apiece. 


U. S. DEFENSE 
THEME SONGS 


Washington, May 27. 

Irving Berlin, whose ‘God Bless 
America’ has become an ex-officio 
national anthem, has been enlisted 
by both the U. S. Treasury and the 
War Depts. to write patriotic theme 
songs on Americanism. 

The songsmith has contributed 
‘Any Bonds Today?’ to Secretary of 
the Treasury Henry Morgenthau 
Jr.,s defense bonds cause, and, 
the Ordinance Dept., Berlin has au- 
thored ‘Arms for the Love of Amer- 
ica. Both will be handled exclu- 
sively by the VU. S. government as 
non-profit, non-commercial, strictly 
patriotic ballyhoo for defense 











| pep-up. 





Necessitate Society 





Lindbergh Potentially More 
Troublesome to Radio 


Than Father Coughlin 


Washington, May 27. 
Dilemma which eventually may 
cause the broadcast industry more 
severe pangs than the late fuss over 
Father Coughlin reared up last week 
when the Federal Communications 
Commission washed its hands of any 
responsibility in the fracas caused by 
refusal of certain stations to sell time 
to Charles A. Lindbergh. No action 
will be taken without the formal 
presentation of evidence showing 
that both sides of the questions 
upon which the famous flyer—now 
turned propagandist—-desires to 
speak are not being fairly presented 

by the broadcasters, Commish said. 
Peace organizations and members 
of Congress seemed to be principally 





i responsible for the hullaballoo. 


+ —— = 

Opinion within the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers over the ultimate effect 
of the U. S. Supreme Court’s deci- 
sions in the Nebraska and Florida 


cases seemed yesterday (Tuesday) to 


be in sharp conflict with the view- | 


points of lawyers close to the music 
publishing business. ASCAP officials 
regarded the court's ruling as mere- 
ly a barrier to the society’s doing 
business in those states and in no 
way a sign that ASCAP must rad- 
ically reorganize its business struc- 


ture, if it is to survive. Trade at- 
torneys hold that it is an easy con- 
clusion that, with the way now 
cleared by the highest court, the 


legislators of many other states will 
rush to adopt similar statutes, and 
good business judgment would dic- 
tate that ASCAP start to prepare 
immediately for the readjustment. 

According to these trade lawyers, 
ASCAP has no choice now but to 
recognize that the principles which 
conceived the organization, and upon 
i (Continued on page 42) 


Trade Opines D.C. Blow at ASCAP Must 


s Complete Revamp 





Conscription and Nat’! 


Defense Take Their Toll 
Of Borscht Belt Gigolos 


Conscription and national defense 
effort is giving borscht circuit hotels, 
as well as other resorts throughout 
the country, a new headache. They 
are having trouble getting in suffi- 
cient quantity the boys they need 
to double from waiters during the 
day to playmates for lonesome 
femme guests in the evenings. 

Hundreds of collegians are im- 
pressed into this service every sum- 
mer, the pay (when tips are 
counted) being good and the work 
ranging from highly pleasant to ex- 
ceedingly unpleasant, according to 
the run of guests. Now, however, 
Army is siphoning off many of the 
potential dual-duty waiters, while 
job offers at better pay in defense 
industries are taking many others. 





for 


| 
| 





One of the biggest talent agency 
|mergers in years will be consum- 
}mated today (Wed.) when the Co- 
'lumbia Broadcasting System board 
of directors votes on selling its Co- 
lumbia Artists Bureau, Inc., to Mu- 
sic Corp. of America. It’s a deal 
said to embrace a $250,000 cash con- 
sideration, plus a complete person- 
|nel as well as talent takeover by 
MCA. It was engineered by MCA’s 
president, J. C. Stein, who came east 
expressly for that purpose, with 
William S. Paley, prez of CBS. 

Only possible hitch in the deal 
may come from the American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists, which pos- 
sibly will balk at such a mass sale 
|of talent management without as- 
isent of the performers themselves. 
It’s understood that such a conting- 
ency is being written into the agree- 
ment between CBS and MCA. 

CBS’ divesting itself of its talent 
agency was deemed inevitable with- 
|in the radio trade for reasons of the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, Since the recent FCC monop- 


(Continued on page 32) 





Customers, Brass Band, 
Boy Scouts Picket In 
Behalf of Popular Mer. 


Detroit, May 27. 
that a nabe house man- 
ager used to build up patronage for 
his house is being used against the 
owners in the latest strike of the 
Detroit Managers’ Union against the 
Moss Bros.’ Parkside. 

Claiming that Edward Jacobson, 
manager of the Parkside, was fired 
just as the union was in the final 
stage of negotiating its contract with 


Goodwill 


the Moss house, so the union has put 
a picket line out in front. It’s quite a 
line-up, utilizing the friends Je- 
cobson had cultivated as a theatre 
manager, 

Picketers make use of a brass band 
of a nearby post, Boy Scout troops, 
and have staged parades past the the- 

tre composed of neighborhood 


women and close-by organizations in 
which Jacobson has been active 
since his employment at the cinema. 


H’WOOD’S $183,768,701 
FOR PIX WAGES IN 739 


Hollywood, May 27. 

Film industry ran up production 
costs of $183,768,701, chiefly in wages, 
in Los Angeles County for the 
year’ 1939, according to figures 
compiled by the Chamber. of 
Commerce. Sum represents 87% of 
cost of motion picture production 
throughout the United States in that 
year. 





Payrolls in 1939 totaled $130,960,- * 


561, slightly less than the $132,914,- 
402 paid to studio workers in 1938. 
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‘Sieg im Westen’ Continues Big 


Yorkville Theatre’s Denial of Pressure Groups’ Sup- 


port Is 


Despite denials by the 96th St. 
theatre, N. Y., that the crowds at 
the b.o. to see ‘Sieg im Westen’ 
(‘Victory in the West’) result from 
pressure on their membership by 
Nazi and Italian organizations, un- 
dercover anti-subversive groups in 
New York reiterated that charge, 
made in VARIETY last week. They 
also brushed aside protests by the 
theatre that it was not admitting 
persons on presentation of passes or 
cards, as previously charged. 

Meantime, the propaganda picture 
made by the German Army con- 
tinued to attract overflow audiences 
to the house in Manhattan’s Nazified 
Yorkville sector. Pickets who 
were half-promised by the American 
Legion last week, failed to mate- 
rialize and the house found only 
minor obstacles being put in the way 
of continuing the run for the sched- 
uled two months. It is now starting 
its fourth week. 

One hurdle was the request by the 
Citizens Anti-Nazi League in Albany 
Monday (26) for a mandamus to 
force censorship of the film as a 
newsreel. The other was a renewed 
petition by the Friends of Democ- 


(Continued on page 54) 


Tom Harmon Asks Draft 
Stay for Pix-Radio Work, 
Stresses Parents’ Nee 


Detroit, May 27. 
Although picture stars aren't get- 
ting it, Tom Harmon, University of 
Michigan’s All-American halfback, 








has asked draft deferment to pursue | 
a motion picture and radio career. | 


Interesting factor is that Harmon's 
grounds are that he is the sole sup- 
port of his elderly parents, his pres- 
ent fame gives him a chance for good 
earnings in those fields, and that he 
may get the deferment denied those 
already in the professions, 

At the present time, as a student, 
he is in Class 1-B and can stretch 
it out for an additional deferment if 
he attends summer school. How- 
ever, this would interfere with his 


present pix contract which calls for | 


him to make ‘Harmon of Hollywood’ 
for Columbia this summer. He will 
receive $13,500 for the picture with 
the company having an option for a 
second picture for which he would 
receive $17,500. It poses a dilemma 
for the footballer who, by stepping 
out of summer school to pick up the 
film money, may make himself elig- 
ible for the draft. 

Due to graduate this June, Harmon 
has been majoring in speech to fol- 
low his pet ambition of becoming a 
radio announcer. He has been re- 
ported to be in line to air the Uni- 
versity of Michigan games this fall 
and already has been the recipient of 
numerous radio offers. 

Possibility looms that since he can 
establish that his parents are de- 
pendent on his earnings, the draft 
board may make a ruling freeing 
him to pursue both the picture and 
radio career, 


Refuted 


+ 





BMI Gets ‘Official Song’ 
Of U.S.A. Flying Cadets 


San Antonio, May 27. 

WOAI will originete a_ special 
broadcast on June ~ to the Basic Red 
Network on NBC from Randolph 
Field, so-called ‘West Point of the 
Air.” Program will dedicate “The 
Spirit of the Air Corps’ as official 
song of the flying cadets of the 
United States Army 

Song was written by Major Wil- 
liam J. Clinch at Randolph Field 
and is the musical background of 
the Paramount picture, ‘I Wanted 
Wings,’ which was filmed here. Song 
was sold two weeks ago to Broad- 
cast Music, Inc. 

Monte Kleban, WOAI production 
manager, and Dwight Bourn, WOAI 
musical director, handling show. 


‘OUT OF THE FRYING 





_ PAN’ INTO HOLLYWOOD story, ‘The Lid Of Los Angeles” 


Hollywood, May 27. 


Florence MacMichael and Mabel 
| Paige, presently in the Broadway 
| stage play, ‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ 
jhave been signed by Paramount 
' for their film versions of their stage 
parts. 


They’re due here in the fall on 
a deal optioning them for further 
| film work. 


| 


Rochester, Phil Harris 
To Tour in Radio Layof 


Rochester (Eddie Anderson), 
comic with Jack Benny on the air, 
and Phil Harris, bandleader on the 
same program, are being booked for 
a theatre tour during the summer 
months that the program lays off. 
Two will not go out together, Roch- 
ester beginning his trek at the Los 
Angeles Paramount week of June 
16, and Harris teeing off at the Or- 
pheum, Omaha, June 27. That week 
Rochester will play the Earle, Wash- 
ington. 

Bookings aren’t complete with 
either, but both are tentatively set 
to play the New York Strand, Harris 
probably around the beginning of 
August and Rochester during July. 

Benny’ program goes off the air 
for the summer after Sunday’s (1) 
broadcast. 











More Honors in Philly 


For Marian Anderson 


Philadelphia, May 27. 

Marian Anderson, the Negro con- 
tralto, will receive an honorary de- 
gree of doctor of music from Temple 
University at commencement exer- 
cises June 12, 

She received the Bok award of 
$10,000 last month as being Phila- 
| delphia’s outstanding citizen of 1940. 





Louella Parsons’ Air Show Problems 


The Short Handshake 


Hollywood, May 27. 

Hands-across-the-border idea _ is 
‘being promoted at Metro with a plan 
to make at least 25% of its short 
| subjects with backgrounds in Latin 
| America. 

James A. FitzPatrick, Metro 
\travelog producer, currently vaca- 
tioning in Canada, is slated for a 
summer and autumn tour of Mexico, 
where he will make four pictures in 
Technicolor. 








Reportorial Immunity 
Denied to Mag Writer 
In L.A. Libel Ruling 


| Los Angeles, May 27. 
| A magazine writer is not a news- 
paper reporter and is_ therefore 
‘obliged to answer questions about 
his source of information, under a 
| ruling by Superior Court Judge Em- 
met H. Wilson in the libel action 
brought by Frank L. Shaw, former , 
| mayor of Los Angeles, against Mac- 
|fadden Publications, Inc., publishers | 
| of Liberty. 
Ruling was made on the plea of, 
| Dwight F. McKinney, asserted to be 








McKinney claimed a newspaper- | 
man’s right to protect his confiden- 
‘tial informants. Judge Wilson ad-| 
mitted the validity of the journal- | 
istic privilege but declared a weekly , 
magazine, in the case of Liberty, is 
not a newspaper. 


2 ‘Variety’ Men Reunite 





~— e 


THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 





++ 


Gosh! Sure was crowded at Atlantic City over the weekend. Six thou- 
‘sand pickpockets were holding their convention there. 

Learned what a pickpocket is—a pants to pants canvasser. 

Stopped at a very exclusive hotel where they change the linen every 
day—from one bed to another, 
| In fact, the room they gave me was so small everytime I looked in the 
mirror my expression stepped outside. 

The weather was so hot I saw a thermometer taking a cold shower. 

Like Atlantic City better than Coney Island. The potato salad in the 
water is of a much better grade. 

Broadway Department 

Monte Proser is building a theatre in New York so large that he plans 
to hire ushers to transport the people to their seats in Greyhound busses, 
| Harry Richman took me to the Westchester Dog Show. The judge was 
so nearsighted he pinned a blue ribbon on me and shook hands with the 
dog. - 
| io Ragland, the comic, received his army questionnaire the other 
morning. When he came to the line Dependents, he listed: ‘Old Grand Dad.’ 

Holly woodiana 

So many people get the brushoff in Hollywood they’re thinking of re- 
naming it ‘Broomtown.’ 

They’re making a picture of that Broadway hit, “The Man Who Came 
to Dinner.’ I know 10 hungry extras who would welcome the chance to 
play the leading role—even without butter. 

Producer Harry Joe Brown wires me that he has made so much money 
on his last picture, two bookmakers just took up his option. 

A certain Hollywood producer (the one with the portable studio) was 
so pleased with the work of his second cousin on his-latest quickie that 
he made him his nephew. (Phew!) 


Music Department 
Do you think that BMI songs will bring back Mecca cigarets? 
Artie Shaw is forming a new 50-piece band—49 ’cellos and a police siren. 
Harms Music is forming a new subsidiary BEWITCHED, BEWILDERED 
AND BERNSTEIN. ’ 
Radio Department 
After all these years my brother finally broke into radio—on a 40c NBC 
tour. 
Am I unlucky? Finally learned to whistle ‘Amapola,’ and ASCAP came 
back on thé air. s 
Jimmy Dorsey is so considerate, every time the boys in the band play 
‘High On a Windy Hill’ he makes them wear mackinaws, 
There’s No Truth to the Rumor: 
That Greta Garbo is going to make a personal appearance tour with 40 








° ‘movie columnists as guest stars....That Mickey Rooney is going to play 
On Texas Guinan Film the age-less High Llama in the remake of James Hilton’s ‘Lost Horizon’ 





Hollywood, May 27. 
Two former Variety reporters 
have been reunited at Paramount 
and will probably work together on 
| the company’s “Texas Guinan.’ Rob- 





ert F. Sisk has been assigned to pro- | 


| duce, and Claude Binyon most likely 
will write the screenplay. 
RIETY in the days when Miss Guinan 
| was ‘Queen of the Night Clubs,’ and 
| both are intimate with the character. 


Geo. Murphy and Family 


| 
} 





Philadelphia, May 27. 


George Murphy, film actor, and his | 


| wife, the former Julie Johnson, were 

guests of honor at a dedication of a 
new field house at the University of 
Pennsylvania Saturday (24) in honor 
of Murphy’s late father, ‘Mike’ Mur- 
phy, noted Penn track coach. 


| Both covered Broadway for Va-! 


At U.of P. Alumni Honors. 


| ....That because Don Ameche has been in so many South American pic- 
| tures, Darryl F. Zanuck pays him off in pesos. 
| Hangnail Descriptions 

Phil Harris: To Faye, I am a man...Anne Shirley: A Sweet Payne... 
Deanna Durbin: Vaughn to be loved...Maxie Rosenbloom: A bookie’s 
cookie. ..Bing Crosby: Owner of the ‘Stork’ Club. 

Observations 

I just bought my mother a new spring hat—a price tag with a flower 
on it. 

The way the leeches attach themselves to you on Vine street they should 
call it ‘Clinging Vine.’ 

‘The Devil and Miss Jones’ is currently playing theatres. 
making ‘The Devil and Daniel Webster.’ If this keeps up, the picture 
business will go to Hell. (From the picture ‘Too Hot to Handle.’) 
| Eavesdropped at Jack Dempsey’s Broadway Restaurant: ‘She gave him 
a look with brass knuckles on it.’ 

Eavesdropped at Lindy’s: ‘Talk is cheap—and so is he.’ 

My brother (the one with rhythm) has a new job. He writes all the 
background music for police calls. 

Whatever Became of ————? 
Capt. Webb’s Seals 


They're now 


Jimmy Lucas 


Jesse Lasky’s Country Glub Mae Usher 
| Mignonette Kokin Hap Hazard 
Afterpiece 


Hollywood is the place where they find out what you don’t like and 
then give you plenty of it. 





Also present were’ George Mur- | 


phy’s brother and_ sister, Thorne | 
|Murphy, Detroit, and Mrs. Urban A. 
|Fisher, Grand Rapids, Mich. A 


plaque was unveiled by Michael C. | 


Murphy, 2d, 1l-year-old grandson of 
the late coach. The ceremonies were 
held in conjunction with the annual 
alumni day of the university. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Eddie Albert. 

John Alden. 

F. L. Alstock. 
Charles Butterworth. 
Ronald Colman, 

J. Cheever Cowdin, 
Lynn Farnol. 

James A. Fitzpatrick. 
Donald Friedl. 


Saga of a Napkin 


Director Reveals How Bib Used as Memo Had to 
Be Planed to Coast 


HARRIMAN SCION PROD. | 
HEAD FOR PRESSBURGE 


Hollywood, May 27. 
Arnold Pressburger, producing on 
the Hal Roach lot for United Artists 





By GEORGE FROST 


An Air Expressed napkin was the 
focal point of show biz interest this 
,; week at New York’s LaGuardia 
\Field, with newsworthy items as 
|Scarce as subway trains to the West 
|Coast. The flying laundry brought 
to light scores of stories on bankers 





man, scion of the banking family, 
as production manager of Arnold 


release, has named Carley Harri-- 


who use tablecloths for accounting 
| pads and illustrated as clearly as the 
'sun puts the knock on high noon 


Seek $2,000 Additional Weekly Budget — Quality 





of Names Disappoints 


Hollywood, May 27. 

With the Louella Parsons ‘Holly- 
wood Premiere’ series for Lever 
Bros. (Lifebuoy) due to wind up its 
initial 13 weeks with the June 20 
broadcast, the William Esty agency 
is reported trying to obtain a $2,000- 
a-week budget increase to cover star 
talent and keep the show on the air. 
Whether such an amount would be 
sufficient te meet the Screen Ac- 
tors Guild requirements is uncer- 
tain, however. 

Fact that the same sponsor pays 
up to $5,000 for guest names on the 
Lux show and that similar rates 
apply to other guest star programs 
would appear to stymie the con- 
tinuation of Parsons series despite 
the possible addition of $2,000 to the 
budget. Under the SAG-AFRA 
regulations, stars may not appear 
gratis on ‘Premiere’ after the first 13 


| weeks, nor even work for less than 
their normal fees. 

Meanwhile, it appears that the 
film producers are not co-operating 


in turning over their top boxoffice | 


,names as much as Miss Parsons had 

predicted and on the basis of which 
the show was sold to Lever Bros. 
There have been few genuinely im- 
portant pictures ballyhooed on the 
series and consequently a dearth of 
leading stars. 

Opening program had Marlene 
Dietrich in ‘Flame of New Orleans,’ 
and subsequent stanzas_ included 
‘Pot o’ Gold,’ with Paulette God- 
dard, ‘Sis Hopkins,’ ‘Tobacco Road,’ 


Samuel Goldwyn. 
Alfred Hitchcock. 
Benita Hume. 
John Joseph. 

| Edwin Knopf. 
Julius Lefkowitz. 
Nat Lefkowitz. 
William Morris, Jr. 
Leo Morrison. 
Irving Parker. 
Hal Rosson. 
Elaine Ryan, 


William Schneider. 
George Seaton. 
Jack Scholl. 

Sam Spewack. 
Robert Stack. 
Joseph Stauffer. 








‘Wagons Roll at Night,’ ‘Her First | 
Beau,’ ‘Affectionately Yours,’ ‘The | 
Outlaw’ and ‘New Wine.’ Studios | 
are apparently using the program to | 
try to boost pictures that ‘need 
help,’ but aren’t taking the edge off 
the public’s interest in the really 
promising releases. 


Joseph H. Steele. 
Manny Strauss, 
David Strumpf. 
Gloria Swanson, 
James J. Walker. 
Hal Wallis. 

Bill Watters. 
Carey Wilson, 


Productions, Inc. 

Harriman got his training under 
| Edward Small. Company’s first pic- 
ture is ‘Shanghai Gesture,’ to be fol- 

lowed by a musical. 


| just how valuable the Air Express 
services are to the people who oper- 
ate on a stopwatch rather than a 
| calendar. 

| Curtis Bernhardt, director of War- 
ner Bros.’ ‘Million Dollar Baby’ was 
jlunching in Hollywood’s Ciro’s, it 
seems, with a number of his aides- 





N. ¥.-to L.A. 


Robert Foulk. |de-camp and used one of the eatery’s 
Arthur Freed. | napkins as a blueprint for a new 
Wolfe Kaufman. lidea. When the lunchfest broke up, 
Joan Marlowe, Bernhardt hopped a flying Pullman 
L. B. Mayer. for N. Y. to find on arrival here that 


J. J. Milstein. 
James Monks, 
Ward Morehouse. 
Manie Sacks. 

J.C. Stein. 
Howard Strickling. 
Rhys Williams. 


he had the napkin in his pocket. 
The data pencilled on the linen 
soup-remover had to be in his studio, 
a continent away, some 24 hours 
(Continued on page 55) 


BRADNA FREELANCING 


Hollywood, May 27. 
Olympe Bradna, recent bride, be- 


SAILINGS came a freelance actress following 


May 29 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) completion of her contract at War- 
Dorothy Lamour (Lurline). | ners, 

May 24 (Los Angeles to Tahiti), In the last six months she ap- 
Alfred Newman (Mariposa). peared in three pictures, ‘Knockout,’ 

May 22 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) ‘Highway West’ and ‘The Flight 
Yola D’Avril (Matsonia), | Patrol,’ still to be released. 
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U.S. Okays Mobile ‘Med Show’ Idea For 
Army Camps: Stage Names Volunteer 








Mobile shows for Army camps be- 
came a certainty late yesterday 
(Tuesday ) afternoon with approval by 
the War Dept in Washington of the 
taking over of seven General Motors 
trucks by the Citizens Committee for 
the Army and Navy. Trucks open 
from the side to provide stages and 
are part of a fleet which GM used 
for a ‘Parade of Progress’ traveling 





exhibit. 

Routing of the truck units and 
other details will get under Way to- 
morrow (Thursday) when morale 
officers of all the camps east of the 
Alleghenies meet at Fort Dix, N. J. 
They will lay out a program from 
now until July 1, when field maneu- 
vers begin and shows become im- 
practical. 

Many name performers have vol- 
unteered for the ‘medicine show’ per- 
formances, while lesser entertainers 
will be paid by the Citizens Com- 
mittee. Group will also pay other 
expenses, except transportation by 
Army car of the performers and 
their feeding and lodging, which will 
be taken care of by the War Dept. 
Talent will work out of New York, 
Chicago and Hollywood. 

Each unit will be accompanied by 

(Continued on page 55) 








Mary Boland Cancels 
10 Wks. of Strawhats 
And Jazzes Up Skeds 


Managements of a number of | 
eastern strawhat theatres are miffed | 
at Mary Boland, whose sudden can- | 
cellation of 10 weeks’ bookings at 
their houses has necessitated a 
wholesale reshuffling of season’s | 
schedules. In many cases the} 
changed dates have involved jugg- 
ling bookings for other name players | 
with consequent shifting at theatres | 
not directly affected by Miss Boland’s 
cancellation. 

Actress was offered to the summer 
impressarios as the star of a com- 
pany of Hollywood players in ‘Meet | 
the Wife.’ Because she insisted on 
having at least 10 weeks of playing 
time if she was to go out at all, it 
required considerable effort to line 
up the dates. In some cases other 
name guesters had to be rescheduled 
to accomodate Miss Boland. Then, | 
when she was notified last week that 
the full 10 weeks were set, the ac- 
tress replied that she had decided | 


(a Broadway stage play recently pur- 


| acoustics bad, although every other 


Par Starring Bracken 


Hollywood, May 27. 
Eddie Bracken draws a star spot 
in ‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ based on | 





chased by Paramount. 

Filming follows ‘The Fleet's In,’ 
in which Bracken co-stars with | 
Dorothy Lamour. Edward H. Grif- | 
fith is assigned to direct ‘Pan.’ 








Master of the Interview, 
Stoki the Great, Talks 
Of ‘Comrades Together’ 


‘serious affair. 
ithe teamsters 





Buffalo, May 27. 
Leopold Stokowski here with All 
Youth Orchestra Saturday (24). 
went on a temperamental binge at a | 
pre-concert morning inspection of 


clapping his hands at various points | 


|\Started with Broad ps 
Bandshow Theatres, Now 
the Baggage-Smashers Are 


Picketing All Theatres, In- 
cluding Legits 





AFM IGNORES ’EM 


A comic opera jurisdictional strike 
called by the International Brother- 
hood of Teamsters, 
New York Saturday (24) against the 
musicians union has since turned | 
from a laughing matter into a very | 
Plus the musicians, 
have 
‘against the stagehands for walking 
through their picket lines, with the fy) 
result that all legit musical houses 
as well as theatres playing bands 
are now being picketed, and there’s 


SERIO-COMIC LABOR MESS. 








TTEAMSTERS JAM Tobacco’ Finally Ending Record Bway 
THINRS Dy ENTY Run After 7! Yrs. Tours Again in Fall 





Bill Hart’s Gift 





Hollywood, May 27. 
William S. Hart, oldtime west- 
ern star, built a 400-seat theatre 
adjacent to his ranch in nearby 
Newhall and turned it over to 
the American Legion Post No. 
507. 
House 
American. 


B.G. DeSylva Passes Out 
Bonuses of $60-$1,000 — 
To Legit Casts, Staf 


Just before he returned to Hoily- 


will be called the 


| 








Local 817, in 





also. turned | 


musical producer in_ years, 
nected with his shows. 


chorus in ‘Panama Hattie,’ 





in the auditorium, pronounced the 


| conductor and musician playing here 


'to ‘make like Hitler,’ 


against the tour. | 


Explanation was that a radio deal, | 
which she had figured was coid, had | 
unexpectedly came through. Cow- 
barn managers are pienty burned, 
but as the bookings were all tenta- 
tive and not yet signed, they can’t | 
do anything about it. 


MEASLES TAKES TOLL 
OF B’ WAY PLAYERS 





Another wave of illness has struck 
Broadway shows, principal ailment 
this time being measles, those mostly 
affected being younger actresses and 
chorus girls. 
of ‘Panama Hattie’ 
days, her place being filled by June 
Allyson, a chorine whose perform- 
ance was rated ‘sensational.’ Five 


} 
| 
j 
| 


GILDA GRAY FILES = ® 


| Gray earned $5,830. 


during the past season went over- 
board re the Hall's aural reflexes. 


| From the reaches of the balcony, the 


maestro next proceeded to roar in 
an English and German basso pro- 
fundo to a stagehand on the podium, 
and when the 
(Continued on page 34) 


Emil 


berg, 





of action. 


VOLUNTARY B’KPTCY 


Gilda Gray, the shimmy dancer, 
now employed at Billy Rose’s Dia-| * 
mond Horseshoe, N. Y., filed a volun- , $'8ned. 
tary petition of bankruptcy in N. Y. nothing. 


GLORIA JEAN’S AGENT 
LOSES 2006 U SUIT 


Neugebauer, 
$200,000 suit against Nate J. Blum- 
president of Universal, 
Justice Bernard L. Shientag in N. Y. 
supreme court tossed out the squawk, 
after ruling it failed to state a cause 
Plaintiff sought damages 
alleged failure to pay commis- 
sions on Gloria Jean. 

Neugebauer claimed to have been 
the discoverer of the actress, 
stated he offered her 
Blumberg after having been prom- 
ised adequate compensation if she 
He alleged he had received | 


creases, same going for ‘DuBarry | 
Was a Lady,’ which closed after a |} 
profitable tour. | 
In addition, three heads of depart- 
ments backstage and the wardobe 
mistress were given bonuses o 
$1,000 each. Those receiving the 
surprise packages are Timothy Fitz- 
patrick, Dan Lawlor, Chester Thomp- 
son and Victoria Riley. All four 
handled the three De Sylva shows. 
Sam Ledner, who was. general 
stage manager, has joined De Sylva 
on the Coast at Paramount’s studio, 
where the latter is production head. | 
Ledner owns 1% of ‘Hattie.’ De 
Sylva has nearly all of ‘Du Barry’ 
and ‘Hattie,’ while Irving Berlin is | 
co-partner in Purchase, 


Mary Astor’ s WB Deal 


agent, lost his 


when 


and 
services to 





federal court, listing assets of $600, ng ratteweed May 27. 
and liabilities of $27.304. GC : : . Warners iM A 
etti H s arners anc ary Astor got to- 
Among creditors are the U. S. ng im elf Titled gether on a two-picture deal, first of 
Government, $200 in taxes, $214 to Hollywood, May 27. which will co-star the actress with 
Leo Spitz for legal services, $150 to ‘Holt of the Secret Service’ is the George Raft in ‘The Maltese Falcon,’ | 
Hollywood Filmograph, Inc., Brooks general title of the whodunit serial | which marks the first directorial job | If _ 


Costume Co., $415, and $16,600 to the 
Inland Revenue Assessments Divi- for 
sion of London, for income tax. 

From May, 1940, to May, 1941, Miss 


Aug, 4. 


to be produced by 
Columbia with Jack Holt play- 
ing his own name role. 

Cliffhanger starts shooting around 


Larry Darmour|for John Huston, former 


writer, on the Burbank lot. 

Miss Astor’s second role is as sis- 
ter of Bette Davis in ‘The Gay Sis- 
| ters.’ 


screen 


SHOW BIZ UNION SHOWDOWN? 


The safety of 
running into millions of dollars, plus the liveli- 


New York theatre properties 


hoods of hundreds, have been placed in 


| jeopardy by one of the most ridiculous juris- 


| la re 


Betty Hutton was out | 
(46th Street) four 


other chorus girls were out of the | 


Same show several days because of 
the epidemic. Other shows hit by 
measles included ‘Lady in the Dark’ 
(Alvin) and the floor show at the 
Riviera, night spot across the river. 

Previously, Helen Craig dropped 


(Continued on page 55) 





Pommer Recovered 


Hollywood, May 27. 

Erich Pommer, recuperating frorm 
several weeks of illness, goes back 
to work at RKO June 2 as producer 
of ‘Unexpected Uncle.’ 

During his iliness, Pommer has 
been readying the story at home, 
with the help of Tay Garnett, direc- 
tor, 





| dictional strikes ever perpetrated on an indus- 


trv. That the theatres, shows and performers 
e the innocent patsies of the 
Union’s embroglio with the musicians 
stagehands is not nearly so important as the 
fact that the greed of union officials can create 
utside the law. 


Teamsters 
and 


such havoc and yet remain ¢ 

With the Federal indictment last week of 
George E. Browne and Willie Bioff, top stage- 
hands union officials, for extorting $550,000 in 
bribes from Paramount, 20th-Fox, Warner 
Bros. and Loew’s, on the threat of crippling 
the motion picture business via strikes, it is 
presumed that racketeering union leadership 
in the show business is heading for a show- 
down. ‘This latest farce by the Teamsters 
Union, which has a membership of only 200, 
further feeds the Government’s hopper of evi- 
dence; but steps must be taken immediately if 
the innocents in this particular strike are to be 
saved from serious wounds. 


The Teamsters’ Union is chiefly concerned 
with forcing musicians to pay truckmen $10 
per day and $20 per night for carrying musi- 


cians’ instruments into theatres. 
seemed to be following the pattern of a comic 
opera, but now the teamsters’ chiefs are angry 
at the stagehands for passing their picket lines, | 
and legit theatres are being picketed along 


with bandfilmers—and no shows are being 
hauled. 

Thus an autocratic closed union of some 
200 truck-drivers and common laborers can 


stop Katherine Cornell and Raymond Massey, 


for instance, from further playing in ‘Doctor’s 
Dilemma’ when that Shavian piece ends its 
N. Y. run and wants to move out of town. 
This turns a farce into tragedy—when the 


theatre is at the mercy of elements which con- 
tribute nothing to its artistry. 


Both the picture and radio industries have 
been hard hit by the Government for monopo- 
listic practices. Yet the Government has not 
yet taken steps to limit the authority and de- 
fine the responsibility of union officials. 


If only for reasons of public morale, so 
necessary in these times, 
both state and national, must put an end to 
acts of union leadership that disregard work- 
ers’ and public welfare. The la ger issues are 
manifest in trade unionism in show business. 


handed out bonuses to people con- | 
Each of the| most of them having started sum- 


46th mer hibernation. 


ithe ‘Shadow of the Thin Man,’ 
ino deal 


| payroll, He 


At first this || 


the Government, | 
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When Sunday performances were 
okayed for another year there was 
a crack made to the effect: ‘Now 
Broadway will never get rid of ‘To- 
bacco Road’.” But the record run 
drama will finally fold Saturday 
(31) at the Forrest. 


It was one of the shows that sur- 
vived the season because of Sundays, 
yet business had dropped to such a 
degree on that day that Jack Kirk- 
land and Harry Oshrin, who control 
| the play, decided that ‘Road’ had 
reached the end of the road so far as 
pres is concerned. A road com- 
| pany will again tour starting in the 
| fall. 

‘Road’ will have played seven 
years and six months when the last 
curtain drops. It has been ‘closing’ 
since last August, according to the 
ads in the dailies, a record in itself. 





wood, Buddy DeSylva, most success- | Management ironically invited the 
| critics to the last performance, but 


it is doubtful if they will attend, 


Notices originally 


the new Kleinhan’s Music Hall and | the fear the picketing will spread to street, N. Y., was given $60 and | | predicted ‘Road’ would flop, but 
drove interviewers scurrying to their | all houses, including straight legit- salaries raised from $40 to $45 | hailed the performance of Henry 
cubicles and dictionaries for light ers, using stagehands. weekly. Understood that the Hull, the original Jeeter Lester of 
| and air. | First drastic reaction to the team- chorines in ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ the play. 

In a_ half-hour session, Stoki. | (Continued on page 13) | Imperial, had previously received in-| _ Sundays did not alone account for 


the continuance. Attendance actual- 
(Continued on page 45) 


MAJOR W. S VAN DYKE 
RETIRING FROM ARMY 


Hollywood, May 27. 
serving with the United 





After 


|; States Marine Corps as a major for 


seven months, W. S. Van Dyke is 
returning to Metro, having  sub- 
mitted his retirement to the service. 
It’s understood he’ll be mustered out 
on the recommendation of the Army 
medical staff, which tabbed his ail- 
ment as a bronchial cough. 

Van Dyke will resume direction of 
but 
can be made with Metro 
while he’s still on the Government 
remains as a reserve, 


| subject to call in the case of emer- 


gency. The Marine Corps Survey 
Board is to determine his status this 
week. 
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Rights of Privacy, Allergy to US. 
Control, Among Reasons for Film 
Biz’'s Coolness to Comm Television 
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The film industry has adopted vir- A ld Ch H d 
tually a hands-off policy for tele- | mo arities ea 
vision when it gets the commercial 
green light from the FCC on July 1. Hollywood, May 27. 
Understood that even major com- |} ‘ , alee 
panies with a link to the television Fay ge aa = 
business via some subsid—such as | 2°T®€” cae WS, Siessew 

Samuel Goldwyn as chairman of 


Paramount and DuMont Labs—so far 
don’t want television in affiliated 
theatres. 

Besides being viewed by film com- 
pany financial advisors as economic- 
ally impractical presently for show- 
ing in film theatres, no general or 
modified rush to spot television in 
picture houses is anticipated because 
of five basic objections: 

One is that reproduction on even a 
small-sized theatre screen does not 
measure up to the average picture 
theatre’s standard of projection. 

No. 2, few exhibitors believe there 
will be sufficient amount of enter- 
taining features coming through to 
add much to the theatre’s boxoffice, 


excepting as a novelty of limited ap- 


peal. 

No. 3, nobody in the film business 
has been able to detect any advant- 
age obtained through televizing even 
big news events as compared with 
the better coverage supplied rapidly 
today by radio and the newsreels. 
Along with this factor, theatre men 
point out that televizing of a sports 
or national news event is strictly a 
one-time proposition, good only for 
a limited audience at a 
time, and seldom for more than an 
hour of screén time. 

No. 4 is the desire not to become 
entangled in lawsuits which may re- 
sult from exhibition of televized 
programs under the rights of privacy 
complaints. 

No. 5, the film business has no yen 
to have any part of a new medium 
under the direct control of a Gov- 
ernment body presently engaged in 
@ move to curb the radio networks, 

Costs 

Attitude of most exhibitors is thai 
the cost of television equipment plus 
replacements does not warrant this 
additional investment for the sort of 
televized picture available on the 
screen. Also, they are uncertain 
whether or not advertising plugs 
will be included on certain television 
subjects. 

Average exhib thus far is not sold 
on the quality of televized shows. 
He does not feel that entertainment 
contained in the average televized 
item measures up to anything else 
he has on his screen. 


The factor of time, rated essential | 
sports | 


when a big news event or 
match is televized, does not fit in 
with the average theatre’s idea of 
audience turnever or b.o. draw. 
Coverage of a national football game 


is good for two hours and a half at | 


best. While the exhib might be abie 
to pack his theatre during this 
period, there would be no particular 
inducement to see a televized show 
after the event had been concluded. 
The exhibitor also is convinced that 


more complete coverage can be ob- | 


tained from newsreels, with better 
projection and edited down for audi- 
ence appeal. 

The No. 4 objection, raised by ex- 
hibitors, is a serious one. Any com- 
mercial program televizing a sports 
event might conceivably have to ob- 
tain releases from every person ap- 
pearing in the athletic contest if 
televizers run into the same diffi- 
culty as newsreels have in the past. 
Failure to obtain such releases on a 
television entertainment show might 
lay the exhib open to damage suits. 

Peculiar slant was aired by the 
house organ of American Film Cen- 
ter, organization which as been sup- 
ported to date by Rockefeller Foun- 
dation grants. It details that com- 


mercial television is regarded favor- | 
ably in the non-Hollywood motion | 


| Other News Pertaining to Pictures 


said the article, ‘Hollywood is ex- | 
pected to view the move with alarm. | 


picture field because many films 
Were used on television programs. 
‘Alert to such competition as night 
baseball, not to speak of pictures,’ 


Current feature films are withheld 
from television.’ 


SAM BAUGH’S MUSTANGER 
: Fort Worth, May 27. 
‘Slingin’ Sam’ Bat th, of the Wash- 
ington Redskins and Texas Christian 
football teams, has been ordered to 
report June 7 for filming of ‘King 
of the Texas Rangers.’ Baugh is to 
be the ‘king’ in the horse opera. 
Much of it will be filmed in Texas. 





specified 


Permanent Charities Committee of 
|Motion Picture Industry. Goldwyn 
|resigned after serving one year, but 
|}continues as a member of the com- 
mittee, 

| Other members are King Vidor, of 
lthe Screen Directors Guild; Ralph 
| Block, Screen Writers Guild, and 
Bert Allenberg, Artists Managers 
| Guild. 


| 


‘PIX CRIX WIN PREVIEW 
SKIRMISH IN H’WOOD 


Hollywodd, May 27. 
Preview problem was ironed out 
|by Y. Frank Freeman and the Hol- 
'lywood correspondents at a friendly 








‘dinner attended by a committee rep- | 


| resenting the Studio Publicity Direc- 
tors. Result is that all pictures will 


be previewed in this vicinity before | 


they are shown elsewhere. 
ment calls for a two-week clear- 
| ance, 
| physical problems. 
Writers had originally asked for 
,a four-week clearance but agreed to 
a two-week pact, even though it may 
often entail doubling or tripling pre- 
| views on the same day. 

The cricks paid for the dinner, 
|something unusual in Hollywood 
| huddles. 


| 


Films Explain Defense 
Program to Citizenry 





| 
| Hollywood, May 27. 

| Complete idea of the U. S. defense 
|program is being worked out by 
| Metro in a series of two-reelers ex- 
|plaining what is planned and what 
{the general public thinks about it. 
| Edwin L. Cahn, director, is now 
,in Washington conferring with Wil- 
\liam S. Knudsen, chief of national 
| production, about Hollywood's co- 
| operation. 





MORE BUILDUP? 


, Welles and Hearst Check Into Same 
S. F. Hotel 


a 


San Francisco, May 27. 


On the eve of a sellout opening 
(Tuesday) of ‘Citizen Kane,’ at the 
|Geary theatre, both Orson Welles 
;and William Randolph Hearst. who 
claims to be an unfavorable counter- 





|part of the ‘Kane’ character, checked | 


into the Fairmount hotel here. 

When asked if this was ‘inspira- 
tional’ or ‘coincidental,’ Welles re- 
plied: ‘My inspirations are mostly 
coincidental. I'd like to send him 
(Hearst) a note anda couple of 
tickets, but am afraid he might not 
take it right. Wish he'd see the pic- 
ture. Think that would end the con- 
troversy.’ 





Welles’ Asthma 
Hollywood, May 27 
Beverly Hills dratt board today 
(Tuesday) announced that Orson 
| Welles has been deferred and placed 


in class 1-B because of bronchial 
asthma. 
Hearst papers have been cam- 


paigning for his immediate 
tion into the army. 


induc- 


‘To Skate or Not to Skate 
(Too Much), Sonja’s Quiz 


Hollywood, May 27. 

Sonja Henie and 20th Century- 
Fox are at odds over the number of 
skating routines to be included in 
her current starrer, ‘Sun Valley Sere- 
nade,’ completed last week. Under- 
stood she held out for three ice 
numbers, with Darryl Zanuck ruling 
that two are sufficient to show off 
her virtuosity on the blades. 

Henie deal with the studio ter- 
minates with the completion of this 
picture and she is understood to be 
contemplating changing to another 
company. 


METRO INTERESTED 
IN HAPPY FELTON 


Happy Felton, who with Jay C. 
Flippen recently took over the roles 
vacated 
‘Hellzapoppin, was optioned by 
Metro last week. Deal is now being 
set, following visit in New York of 
Arthur Freed, Metro producer, who 
saw Felton work in the revue. 

Freed has nothing particular in 
mind for the oversize comedian, 








who until recently led his own band. | 


Metro producer, who will do 
‘Panama Hattie’ next, also tenta- 
tively lined up Gene Kelly, currently 
in ‘Pal Joey,’ for the studio. 


BIOFF GETS BOND 








a 


"US. Calls Pix Cos. Victims 





There will be no attempt by the Government to prosecute film com- 

pany executives who have testified or will testify im the Bioff-Browne 
| @ase, according to the U. S. Attorney's office: On the contrary, it is 
| explained, the Government considers the film officials in the same 


light as their companies—that is, 


as victims, rather than accessories 


of the alleged illegal acts of the defendants. 
Indicated that the executives will be called as witnesses during the 
trial, to tell the how and why of their payments to the accused IATSE 


leaders, but that no action will be 


taken against them. 








——- 








Browne-Bioft Trial This Summer; 


Federal Grand Jury Continuing With 
~ Possibility of Additional Indictments 


| 





by Olsen and Johnson in) 


Trial of the criminal charges of ,the three offenses are 10 years im- 


extortion and conspiracy, which are 
the basis of indictments against 
George E. Browne, president of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employes, and Willie Bioff, 
Browne's assistant in charge of IA 
‘labor matters in Hollywood, will 
take place in New York this sum- 
| mer, according to Mathias F. Correa, 
|U. S. attorney, who will personally 
handle the prosecution. The indict- 


"Reduction te 25G In L. A. Surrender ments were handed to U. S. Judge 


Agree- | 


except when prevented by) 


—Never Extorted a Dime’ 





Los Angeles, May 27. 
His attorneys pleading that he was 
a property owner here of seven years 
residence, Willie Bioff was granted a 
reduction of bond from the $50,000 
fixed by the New York court to 
$25,000 when he _ surrendered last 


Saturday (24) at the Federal build-| 


ing to an indictment charging extor- 
tion and conspiracy returned against 
him and George Browne by a Fed- 
eral grand jury in New York. U. S. 
Commissioner David B. Head over- 
ruled William Hall, assistant U. S. 
attorney, who contended ‘circum- 
stances have arisen since Bioff’s in- 
come tax indictment which indicate 
a bond of $50,000 is necessary, es- 
pecially since so large an amount, 
$550,000, is involved in the extortion 
case.’ 

Commissioner .Head ruled that 
$25,000 bond was sufficient and or- 
dered Bioff released when it was 
posted, Removal hearing was set for 
June 5, at which time it will:be de- 
termined whether or not Bioff should 
be ordered to report to the New 
York court. 
| Despite protestations of his attor- 
neys, Bioff was again fingerprinted 
by Federal deputy marshals, who re- 
fused to be deterred by the fact that 
he had been put through that process 
when arrested on the income tax in- 
, dictment, 

It was announced by the district 
attorney’s office that the indictment 
against Bioff on charges of defraud- 
ing the Government of $84,336 in 
income taxes would be redrawn to 
include the amounts named in the 
New York indictment. 

Aside from stating, ‘I don’t know 
anything about the charges, I never 
extorted a dime from anybody,’ 
Bioff let his attorneys do all the talk- 
ing before Commissioner Head. 

Studios said to have been the vic- 
tims of the alleged extortion, offered 
no comment on the Brawne-Bioff 
charges. 


| Broones Ankles Republic 


Hollywood, May 27. 

Martin Broones, former stage pro- 
ducer and manager of the theatrical 
affairs of his wife, Charlotte Green- 
wood, checked out of the Republic 
studio, where he had been an asso- 
ciate producer for five months. 

In that time he prepared several 
stories for future production. 
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|Murray Hulbert by a Federal grand 
‘jury on Friday (23). They charge | 


that Browne and Bioff over a 


period since 1935 had shaken down 
four of the major film companies 
for $550,000 under threats of calling 
strikes in the film studios and mo- 
tion picture theatres. 

Victims of the biackmail are 
Loew’s, Inc., Paramount, 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox and Warner Bros. 

The grand jury investigation con- 
tinues, although Correa and his staff 
assistants, Edward J. Ennis 
Boris Kostelanetz, would not di- 
vulge whether additional indict- 
ments may be expected. 

Bioff surrendered to the U. S. at- 
torney in Los Angeles on Saturday 
(24), and was held in $25,000 bail 
pending removal proceedings on 
June 5. Date of his pleading in New 
York will 
legal routine. 

Bench warrant for the arrests of 
both men was issued by Judge Hul- 
bert after the indictments were filed. 
Browne, who is said to be in Chi- 
cago, had not been apprehended up 
to last night. 

Correa’s Progression 


In a review of the grand jury 
action, Correa declared that the in- 
dictments are the result of a con- 
tinuation of the investigation by 
Treasury Department agents into 
the income tax matters of Joseph M. 
Schenck, recently resigned chairman 
of the board of 20th Century-Fox. 
One of the counts in the Schenck 
indictment was that he had paid to 
Bioff $100,000 in 1937, which was 
not accounted for. Explanation of 
the payment or ‘loan’ was unsatis- 
factory to the government prosecu- 
tors at the Schenck trial. 

Bioff already is under indictment 
for income tax evasions in Califor- 
nia. Trial date recently was post- 


poned from the middle of June until | 


the fall term. Correa intends to try 
the extortion and conspiracy charges 
in advance of the income tax trial. 

The indictment against Bioff and 
Browne charges a continuous con- 
spiracy dating back to November, 
1935, soon after Browne became na- 
tional president of IA, and appoint- 
ed Bioff his representative in Holly- 
wood labor relations. It alleges that 
the four corporations ‘and other cor- 
porations unknown to the grand 
jury’ made payments to the two de- 
fendants, who were aided and abet- 
ted in their extortion ‘by other per 
sons not named.’ This phrasing is 
the basis for belief that additional 
defendants will be named. 
dictment alleges that both threats 
and payments were made in New 
York City. 

In $500 and $1,000 Bills 


First strike threat, it was revealed, 
was made in 1936, following a one- 
hour strike in certain theatres in 
Chicago, St. Louis, Minneapolis and 
Detroit, the previous December. At 
least $400,000 of the $550,000 figure 
'mentioned was paid by officials of 
‘the four corporations in 1936 to 
,Browne and Bioff in bills of $1,000, 
$500 and $100, according to the gov- 
ernment. 

Prosecution is the first under the 
| newly-enacted Federal anti-racket- 
,eering law. Penalties for each of 


and ; 


be set after the Coast | 


The in- | 


'prisonment and a fine of $10,000. 


Trial of the case, Correa says, is 
‘expected to throw some light on old 
charges against Bioff, who resigned 
from IATSE in the latter part of 
1938 after he was accused in labor 
circles of having betrayed his union 
by receiving $100,000 from Joe 
Schenck, who was chairman of a 
Special labor committee of film pro- 
ducers. It was alleged that Bioff 
received the money after the union 
he represented had signed an agree- 
ment for the Hollywood technical 
workers. 


Following his resignation, the IA 
voted Bioff a year’s salary. Later 
he returned to work for the union 
in Hollywood where he has: re- 
mained, with the exception of a 
‘brief hiatus in the Chicago Bridwell, 
where he served out a sentence for 
| pandering in 1922. 


Another case developed by Cor- 
rea against Schenck bears a rela- 
_ tionship to the Browne-Bioff indict- 
ments. It is the charges, still un- 
tried, alleging that the film producer 
committed perjury in 1939 when he 
was questioned by agents of the In- 
ternal Revenue bureau investigating 
Bioff’s income. Bioff was indicted 
in California following that inquiry 
on charges that he had failed to re- 
port or pay taxes on $100,000 in cash 
and $50,000 in stock he is said to 
have received in 1937. 





L. A. Grand Jury Aids 
Hollywood, May 27. 

It’s been disclosed the Los Angeles 
County Grand Jury is joining forces 
with the Government in the IATSE 
, investigation. Inquiry is largely 
concerned with IA’s seizure of Tech- 
nicians’ Local 37, and the testimony 
of IA officials in Superior court on 
invoking a ‘special emergency’ to 
take over control of the Technicians 
Union. There is chaos in the studio 
locals as result of the Browne-Bioff 
federal indictments, with many 
moves under discussion to protect 
the interests of the workers. 

One group is said to have over- 
tured the CIO, while others are de- 
manding a new International setup, 
with demands likely to be made on 
Browne and Bioff for their imme- 
diate resignations. 

Certain AFL reps favor a new film 
industry charter to block a move-in 
by the CIO, ‘ 

Fred Billingsley, IA international 
vice prez in Frisco, Harold Smith, 
biz rep of the International Sound 
Technicians, and others, were su- 
poenaed for appearance before the 
L.A. Grand Jury June 4. Under- 
stood their testimony is wanted in 
connection with a claim by Browne 
he placed phone calls to get consent 
of the IA Executive Board before 
declaring an ‘emergency’ in the 
Technicians takeover, 


Cowdin Back East After 
Month’s Stay on Coast 


J. Cheever Cowdin, Universal's 
_board chairman, returned to New 
York from the Coast Monday (26), 
after spending nearly a month in 
‘Hollywood looking over new prod- 
uct designed for the 1941-42 pro- 
gram. Nate Blumberg, company 
president, preceded him to N. Y. by 
a couple of weeks. 

Universal’s report on the first six 
months of the company’s new fiscal 
year has been delayed because of 
slowness in getting estimates of busi- 
ness from the foreign territories. 
Net profit is expected to be around 
$1,500,000 after writeoffs for for- 
eign declines. 
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SILVERSTONE-UA PARTING? 





vv 


Joe Schenck’s Status Improves 





In the maze of discussion in film circles, sparked by the U. S. grand 
jury indictments of George E. Browne and Willie Bioff, IATSE of- 


ficials, on extortion and conspiracy 
quently that, as the entire picture 


charges, opinion is expressed fre- 
of labor union and industry rela- 


tionships is uncovered, the legal status of Joseph M. Schenck and his 
appeal from conviction for income tax evasion is greatly improved. 
Schenck’s difficulties with the U. S. Government started with al- 
leged evasive answers which he gave to FBI operatives who ques- 
tioned him about the Bioff statement that the latter, in 1938, had 
received a ‘loan’ of $100,000 from Schenck. 
As related to the U. S. grand jury in New York the transaction be- 


tween Schenck and Bioff has fantastic, Hessian angles. 


to have received the $100,000 in 


Bioff is alleged 
New York and to have coerced 


Schenck to assent to Bioff’s ‘explanation’ to FBI that Schenck had lent 


him the money. 


So involved did the ‘explanation’ become in its various versions that 
Schenck was indicted on a perjury charge, which still exists. 

Full and complete baring of the alleged extortions lifted the payoff 
sums to $550,000, as paid by major companies over a period since 1936. 

How importantly the new and apparently accurate version of the 
Schenck-Bioff ‘loan’ will figure in the Schenck appeal for a new trial 
of tax evasion conviction is conjecture, but opinion generally, among 
those close to the intimacies of the situation, is that Schenck’s case 


on appeal is strengthened. 


An angle that is being stressed is that Schenck was victimized in a 
manner from which he was unable to extricate himself without in- 


volving others. 





Repercussions of Film-Labor Scandal 


May Bring New Congressional Query: 
Top Picture Execs Before Grand Jury 


4 
v 





Revelations that George E. Browne, 
president of the most powerful trade 
union in the amusement industry, | 
the International Alliance of The- 
atrical—Stage Employees, and his | 
Hollywood henchman, Willie Bioff, 
had conducted a systematic blackmail 
against major film companies for the 
past five years under strike threats, 
is the astounding news which has 
shaken the industry within the past | 
week. Criminal indictment against 
the pair alleges they have extorted | 
for their personal benefit $550,000, 
of which $400,000 was paid under 
duress in one year—1936. Intima- 
tions are that the total will be larger | 
when the Grand Jury investigation 
in progress in New York is finally | 
closed by. U. S. Attorney Mathias 
Correa. : 

The parade of presidents of the 
different film companies appearing 
as witnesses before the federal grand 
jury included the heads of four of 
the major picture concerns and other 
top executives. Among those called 
upon to testify in the labor scandal 
were Nicholas M. Schenck, president 
of Loew’s, Inc.; Sidney R. Kent, of | 
20th Century-Fox; Barney Balaban, 
of Paramount; Louis B. Mayer, vice- | 
president of Loew’s, in charge of 
production; Major Albert J. Warner, 
vice-president of Warner Bros., and 
Pat Casey, chairman of the film stu- 
dios’ labor relations committee. 

Joe Schenck Aftermath 

Latest airing of labor illegalities 
in the film industry is an aftermath 
of the Joseph M. Schenck income tax 
evasion trial, according to Correa, 

(Continued on page 20) 


GOLDWYN EAST, SEEING 
DEPINET; BIOFF ALSO? 


Samuel Goldwyn arrived in New 
York yesterday (Tuesday) from the 
Coast, accompanied by Lynn Farnol, | 
his eastern press rep. Producer will | 
remain east until Friday. 


It’s understood that Goldwyn is in 
Manhattan to testify before the 
grand jury on the Bioff case. While | 
east he will also talk with Ned 
Depinet, RKO distribution chief, on 
‘The Little Foxes,’ which that com- 
pany will release. 














| 


| 

Guttman, Producer | 

Hollywood, May 27. | 

Charles Guttman has been signed 

by Hal Roach for an associate pro- 

ducership on streamlined -pictures 
for United Artists. 

Guttman had been in Metro’s for- 

eign sales department for 14 years. 


Edelman, Kaufman Shift 





To Col. Prod. From 20th 


| been bruited about for some time 





Hollywood, May 27. 
Two new producers, Lou Edelman 
and Edward Kaufman, move into the 
Columbia studio this week. 
They were formerly with 20th- 
Fox. 


M. H. HOFFMAN BACK I 
THE BIZ AS PRODUCE 


Twenty-six pix a year will be pro- 
duced and 38 to 44 distributed by 
Liberty National Pictures Corp., or- 
ganized by M. H. Hoffman. Out of 
the film industry since the death of 
his son, M. H., Jr., several years 
ago, Hoffman was the founder of Tif- 
fany, onetime g.m. of Universal an’ 
prez and g.m. of Allied and Liberty 
Pictures, indie companies. He is a 
veteran in the film business of more 
than 25 years. 

Hoffman declared Monday (26) he 
will make and distribute ‘bread and 
butter’ films, which is interpreted as 
low-cost product to be released on 








flat rental for bottom half of duals. | 
| They'll be action pix, mellers, mys- 
'teries and westerns. 


Liberty National will produce 26 
features itself and take on 12 to 18 
additional made under franchise by 
indie producers, Hoffman said. He 
declared that the company will en- 
courage indie or cooperative produc- 
tion, participating in financing of 
some of it. Outside producers ‘will 
not be limited to low cost produc- 
tion,’ Hoffman stated. 

New York office has been set up 
in the RKO Bldg., with Hollywood 
g.h.q. likely to be in Selznick-In- 
ternational (formerly RKO Pathe) 
studios in Culver City. 





FEUD OR FATIGUE? 





wyn’s ‘Little Foxes’ 





Hollywood, May 27. 
Bette Davis, star of “The Little 
Foxes,’ checked out of the Samuel 
Goldwyn studio on account of ill- 
ness and will be out of the cast for 
at least another week. There had 
been talk that the actress was feud- 
ing with William Wyler, director. 
Goldwyn announced that there 
was no hard feeling and that Miss 
Davis was taking a layoff, due to the 
strain of wearing tight corsets de- 
manded by the script, which deals 
with the early 1900 era. 


' that he and the owners 








YEAR CONTRACT Fairbanks’ Widow's Protests Over 


AT 30,000 A WEEK 





Negotiations for Top United 





Amount Balks Deal Almost Set For 
Co.'s Takeover of His Stock in UA 





Artists Executive’s Bow-' 


out Reported Under Way 
—Korda, Chaplin and 
Pickford Allied on One 
Side — Friction Reported 
Heretofore 





WANTS 100% PAYOFF 





Hollywood, May 27. 


| BOWL ’EM OVER 


| 
Studio Gates Like 10-Pins to Femme 
Keglers 








Hollywood, May 27. 
Women bowlers holding their an- 


where the financial departments 
| have been shaving down costs by 
| restricting visitors on the sets. 
Armed with letters from home 
town exhibitors and editors, about 





nual tournament bowled over a lot | 
of expenses in the picture studios, | 


Deal whereby United Artists 
/ would have bought the late Douglas 
Fairbanks’ stock holdings in the 
company was all set for signing last 
week when a squawk from the ac- 
_ tor’s widow, the former Lady Sylvia 
Whether it can 
| be patched up, has only been de- 
layed, or is off entirely, cannot be 
‘determined -yet. 


| Amount that UA had agreed to 


c_ © 


| Ashley, exploded it. 


Negotiations are reported in prog- 400 gals crashed the gates for strikes Pay is a closely-held secret, but it 


ress, it has been learned, for the and spares, right in the midst of a | has 


been authoritatively learned 


bow-out from United Artists of heavy rush of tourists who ete see- \that it was more than the company 
Murray Silverstone, company’s chief ing Hollywood beeause they can’t see recently gave to Samuel Goldwyn 


| of world-wide distribution. Huddles 
_are taking place on the subject be-' 


tween Silverstone and Charles C. 
Schwartz, his attorney, on the one 
side, and three of the owners of UA 


and their attorney, Edward C. Raft-| 


ery, on the other. Owners are 
Alexander Korda, Charles Chaplin 
and Mary Pickford, with the fourth 
shareholder, Douglas Fairbanks 
estate, undersicod taking no part. 
Holding up Silverstone’s exit is his 
demand for a 100% payoff of his con- 
tract. He is said to be getting $3,000 
a week, his pact having two more 
years to run. Total sum involved, 


therefore, would be around $300,000. | 


Negotiations for Silverstone’s de- 
parture, while coming as a surprise 
at this time, were not entirely unan- 
ticipated by the industry. It has 


were not 
seeing eye to eye on many subjects, 
ranging from production to sales. 





Due East Soon 


Silverstone and Arthur W. Kelly, 
v.p. in charge of distribution, are 
due to return east over the weekend 
after parleys with UA producers on 
pictures to be announced at the com- 
pany’s conventions in mid-June, 

Kelly arrived on the Coast yester- 
day (Tuesday) from New York, 





Judge Davis (Win. 


Fox) Case Goes 
To Jury Thursday 


Philadelphia, May 27. 

J. Warren Davis, retired senior 
judge of the U. S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals, yesterday (Monday) cate- 
gorically denied he had ever 
cepted any ‘loans’ from William Fox, 
bankrupt ex-motion picture magnate, 
with whom he is charged to have 
conspired to sell justice. 

Judge Davis took the stand in his 
own defense after Fox had testified 
he had given the jurist $27,500 in 
‘loans’ for which no collateral was 
ever taken, no notes signed and no 
money ever repaid—while litigation 





affecting Fox’s bankruptcy proceed- | 
ings were pending in Judge Davis’ 


court. 


The 74-year-old declared: ‘AI- 


| though I have been poor, not one 


dishonest dollar ever found its way 


‘into my pocket or possession,’ 
Bette Davis Takes Leave of Gold-— 


Judge Davis declared that five 
$1,000 bills which his daughter, Mrs. 
Mary Davis Firestone, had placed in 
a St. Augustine (Fla.) bank, were 
repayment of loans from a Trenton 
junkman friend. The government 
had charged that the bills were 
given the judge by Fox during a 
rendezvous at a downtown hotel. 


Fox has pleaded guilty to the con- | 
spiracy indictment and became the | 


government’s star witness. He will 
be sentenced after the completion of 
the trial. Co-defendant with Judge 
Davis is Morgan S. Kaufman, Fox’s 
former attorney, who is accused of 
(Continued on page 22) ° 


ace | 


Europe. 
| 





OUTSIDE NAME 
TO SUCCEED 
JOE BREEN? 








from double pneumonia and strep 
throat in a Chicago hospital, dis- 
cussion on a possible successor to 
Joseph I. Breen as head of the Hays 
office production code administra- 
tion this week turned to possible se- 
‘lection of a ‘name’ executive. This 
| took in the possibility that a man 
‘new to PCA work and possibly one 
not in the film business today would 
be picked. Breen’s successor, besides 
being a ‘name,’ would have to be 
some person satisfactory to the 
| Catholic church and other groups. 

| Whoever is picked, it is likely that 
Francis L. Harmon, eastern PCA 
| chief, will go to the Coast to help 
| break in the new executive. MHar- 


mon conceivably would be given the | 
position if his duties as executive | 
national | 
defense film business coordinator did | 


assistant to Hays and as 


not require his presence in the east. 

| Geoffrey Shurlock, first assistant 
to Breen, who had been mentioned 
as possible successor may not accept 
the position even if offered him. 
New indication is that he will go 
|along with Breen as his assistant 
|when he moves over to RKO as 
|studio head. Breen is still carrying 
on as PCA chief although kept from 
his work lately by illness. He moves 
into RKO early next month. 


| cago ig that he is coming along nice- 

ly but that the doctor will not per- 
mit him to return to work until 
fully recovered. 


E. V. RICHARDS DUE 
IN FOR N. Y. CONFABS 


E. V. Richards, president of Para- 
mount-Richards (Saenger), may ar- 
rive in New York shortly to look in 
on h.o. Par executives after a long 
absence. He has missed many board 
meetings. 

He is at present on his yacht off 
Pensacola, Fla. Yacht, on which 
Richards spends much of his time 
lately, was formerly owned by Stan- 
ton Griffis, chairman of the execu- 
tive committee of Par. 








Col.’s Donald Davis 


Hollywood, May 27. 
Donald Davis, Broadway play- 
wright, who did ‘Ethan Frome,’ pro- 
duced by Max Gordon, among other 
plays, has been put under contract 
by Columbia. 
First assignment not yet set. 


! 


With Will Hays still recuperating | 


Latest advice from Hays in Chi- | 


|for his similar 20% interest. Gold- 
lwyn got approximately $300,000. 
Mrs. Fairbanks’ beef is that the 
amount UA and the trustees agreed 
‘upon was too low. 


Bank’s Stance 


Negotiations, it is learned, were 
on for several months between the 
distributing organization and the 
Bank of America, the California 
trustee. Two weeks ago, the deal 
became so hot that Edward C. Raft- 
ery, of O’Brien, Driscoll & Raftery. 
| UA’s counsel, flew west to conclude 
| the actual signing. 

Just as everything was set, Bank 
of America heard rumors that Mrs. 
Fairbanks was dissatisfied and was 
being vocal about it. She has actually 
nothing to do with the sale of the 
stock, being a beneficiary and not an 
executrix, but bank officials feared 
her squawks would reflect on them 
and preferred to call the whole 
thing off rather than bring on an 
unpleasant situation, 





Fairbanks’ widow has been a 
thorn in the epidermis of the trustees 
almost since her husband’s death. 
Among things they resent are re- 
ports of allegations by her that she 
has received nothing from the es- 
tate, although they say she has been 
getting $3,000 a month since the day 
of Fairbanks’ death. She has also 
been living in Fairbanks’ Santa 
Monica home, which trustees have 
recently heard she has rented out at 
$1,000 a month. 

Fairbanks’ Resting Place 
Hollywood, May 27. 
Douglas Fairbanks was 
removed Sunday (25) from a tem- 
porary vault to a $40,000 marble 
mausoleum in Hollywood Memorial 

Park. 

Charles Chaplin delivered a 
eulogy at the services, which were 
attended by Fairbanks’ widow, the 
former Lady Sylvia Ashley. 


Frank J. Harris’ Health 
Forces Him to Resign 


GOP Pitt Politico Post 


Pittsburgh, May 27 
Former State Senator Frank J. 
Harris, head of the Harris Amus. Co. 


Body of 








resigned as 
Allegheny County GOP chairman on 
account of ill health. He’s been in 
hospital for several weeks conval- 
escing from a breakdown and phy- 
sicians told him that job of direct- 
ing approaching city-county political 
campaign would be too much of a 
strain. 

Harris, who was one of original 
Willkie men, was originally drafted 
for the GOP job and then was 
elected without opposition to two 
full terms, in 1938 and 1940. Al- 
though nominal head of theatre cir- 
cuit, his interests have been chiefly 
‘politics and active management has 
been in hands of a nephew, John H. 
Harris, son of late Senator John P. 
Harris, who founded chain with late 
Harry Davis. A son of his, however, 
Jehn Harris, is conneded with the 
‘chain in a managerial capacity. 
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Metro Forms Regal Films Corp. 
To Distribute Own Pix in Canad 








An upshot of the friction which | 
resulted in the Famous Players- 
Canadian shakeup and the resigna- 
tion of N. L. Nathanson, president, 
is a deal already closed by Metro 
under which it will distribute its own 


pictures in Canada for the first time. | 
Henry Nathanson, brother of N. L. 
Nathanson, was in New York dur- 
ing the past week on the deal, which 
in addition to the Nathanson inter- 
ests involves Paramount and others. 
Up to now Metro films have been 
distributed in Canada by Regal 
Films, Ltd., which will in all prob- 
ability be dissolved. 
pany is being formed, to be known 
as Regal Film €orp., Ltd. which 
will take the place of the other 
company. It will be wholly-owned 
by Metro and will start distributing 
through the new channel June 
In making this move, Metro takes 
over all the physical properties and 
employees of Regal Films, Ltd. 


Henry Nathanson, general manager | 


of that company will occupy the 
same post in the new one being 
formed by Metro. 

Paramount, through Famous Play- 
ers-Canadian, is understood to have 
been the biggest stockholder in Regal 
Films, Ltd., smaller interests being 
held by N. L. Nathanson and others 
in Canada. 

Money involved 
Regal deal is not mentioned. 

Metro becomes the sixth Ameri- 
can major to distribute its own pic- 
tures above the border, others be- 
ing Paramount, Warners, United 
Artists, RKO and 20th-Fox. Colum- 
bia, Universal and Republic go 
through channels not owned by 
them. U and Rep distribute through 
Empire, in which N. L. Nathanson 
has a substantial interest. 


in the Metro- | 


+ 
7 
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A new com- | 


Lot Full of Genius 


Hollywood, May 27. 
Warners added eight writers to its 





staff in the last week to keep up with 
the demand for new production. 


Scriveners on the Burbank lot now 


number 51, of whom 23 ave under 
term contract. They are working on 
33 stories. 


So many writers are working on 
future pictures for 20th-Fox that the 
studio can’t find desk room for them. 

Fifty scribes are doing their stuff 
on the lot and five more are pound- 
ing their typewriters at home. 


Fred Meyers May Try 
Prod. End If and When 
Joining U; 0’ Connor in N.Y. 


When and if John J. O’Connor and 








Fred Meyers join Universal, the lat- 
ter, who was in charge of film buy- 
ing-booking for RKO, may go to the 
Coast in a production capacity, or 
possibly as a producer. ; 
to have been anxious for some time | 
to try his hand in the film-making 
branch. 


He is said 


Though not active, following their 


‘recent resignations, it is said that, 
‘pending actual joining of U, both 
O’Connor and Meyers are still on the 
RKO payroll. 
have had contracts and thus are be- 
ing paid although out of the com- 
pany and the jobs they held. 


They are reported to 


Believed that O’Connor will go 


into U as executive assistant to 
Blumberg, if a deal is ultimately 


| Should Know ’Em By Now 


Hollywood, May 27. 
For the fourth successive time 
Arthur Lubin is slated to direct Ab- 
bott and Costello. Picture is ‘Ride 





ey 


Canada's 20% Tax Idea Worries 





’Em Cowboy,’ galloping June 5 et 
Universal. 5 ° 
Alex Gottlieb will produce, and 20th 7 Costly Village 

the Andrews Sisters supply the 
{ape Hollywood, May 27. 
t is costing 20th-Fox an additional 


I 
$10,000 to the initial $110,000 to re- 
PAYCHE pair bridges and roads to its syn- 
thetic Welsh village of Brent’s Crags 
‘in the Malibu mountains for the pic- 
6 O00 () N | | ture, ‘How Green Was My Valley.’ 
b 


Early spring rains washed out the 
Hollywood, May 27. 


approaches. Picture gets under way 
June 9, with Darryl Zanuck produc- 

New high in summer employment 
at Warners is assured by 11 new pic- 














ing personally and John Ford direct- 
ing. 


Maj. Bowes in Full Exit 
From N. Y.-Cap; House 











_tures slated to start within three 


To Operate All Summer 


weeks, Around 6,000 workers will 


draw pay checks during the hot Report that the Capitol, N. Y., 
months. / would close down for a portion of 

New films are ‘They Died With the summer, following resignation 
Their Boots Qn,’ “Background to! of Major Edward Bowes, as man- 
Danger,’ ‘One Foot in Heaven,’ ‘Hot aging director, which becomes effec- 
Nocturne,’ ‘All Through the Night,’ | tive June 1, is denied by C. C. Mos- 
‘Kings Row,’ ‘Knight of Malta,’ ,owitz, Loew’s top theatre exec. He 
‘Rhapsody in Blue,’ ‘Shadows on | states this will not happen, nor has 
Their Wings,’ ‘The Gay Sisters’ and there been any thought of shutter- 


‘Yankee Doodle Dandy.’ ing for a week or two to permit re- 











| decoration, renovation or repairs. 


More Coin for B’s At 


House has had some poor weeks 
this spring, but currently is doing 
okay business with ‘Woman’s Face’ 
and follows that with the well-re- 
i garded ‘Love Crazy.’ It is the show- 
window for Metro pictures. 

Bowes, managing director of the 
|Capitol since its opening in 1919, 





RKO; Schaefer Orders 








| closed, hee dquartering in New York. 
| Matty Fox who holds such a post is 
|expecting to be called into the 





Quickies Off the Lot 
|steps out completely with all final 


Hollywood, May 27. | authority of operation resting with 
No more quickies are going out of Moskowitz and Joe Vogel, of Loew’s. 
RKO,. under a new budget system They have virtually been in charge 


of the Capitol all along, with Her- 
atrengee uy Gectge ¢, Menseter, man Landwehr at the theatre as 
president, who has ordered a general joyse manager. Landwehr remains 


| raise in appropriations for B pro- in charge of the theatre, according 








TOM MIX RELICS UNDER 4": 





HAMMER ON THE COAST Writer’s ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ 





Hollywood, May 27. 

Tony I escaped a sale down the | 
river, but Tony II and 10 other 
horses went to the auction block in 


the disposition of the remnants of 
Tom Mix’s estate on his old Van 
Nuys (Calif.) ranch. 

First Tony, a particular pet of the 
late western star, was deeded to his 
attorney, with the provision that he 
was to be nurtured for the rest of 
his life. In addition to the horses, 
the sale included several old Mexican 
beds, measuring 12 by 14 feet, and 
a lot of ancient saddles and weapons 
gathered during Mix’s film career. 

Auction, sparsely attended, was 
conducted at the old ranch house on 
a 17-acre area. Mix died last year 
in an automobile crash, leaving only 
a small portion of the fortune he 
made in pictures. At one time he 
was the highest salaried actor in 
Hollywood. 


Mix’s Bunk House 
St. Louis, May 27. 

Tom Mix’s daughter, Tomasina, 
will keep her father’s motorized 
bunk house equipped with sleeping 
quarters, bathroom and tables. It 
has been gathering dust in a down- 
town fire engine house for the last 
eight months. It will not be included 
in the rest of Mix’s assets sold at 
auction in Hollywood, as the screen 
star’s executors have not informed 
Fire Chief Larry Cornoyer to that 
effect. 

The fire chief said that Mix’s for- 
mer wife, Mrs. Victoria Mix, in a re- 
cent visit here, told him that her 
daughter was keeping the bunk 
house for ‘sentimental reasons.’ 
When Mix’ concluded his ‘St. Louis 
Cavalcade’ engagement here last 
September he asked Chief Cornoyer 
to garage the bunk house for about 





a week. Mix was killed in a motor | 


accident about two weeks later, and 
the motor carriage has been in the 
garage since. 





| 


Farewell to the Barns 
Hollywood, May 27. 


Otto Kruger reports this week at | 
Columbia for one of the top roles in | 





Suit Against Loew’s 


Mary Elizabeth Young, known as 
Bettie MacDonald, filed suit Monday 
(26) in N. Y. federal court against 
Loew’s, Inc., claiming plagiarism in 
‘Ziegfeld Girl,’ of her original story, 
also called ‘Ziegfeld Girl.’ An in- 





junction, accounting of profits and | 


damages are asked. 

Plaintiff wrote her story in 1932 
and it was published in the Ameri- 
can Weekly in 1933. The story was 
submitted to Loew’s in 1936, but re- 
jected. Besides the use of the same 
title and ideas in the film, plaintiff 
points out that one of the charac- 
ters portrayed by James Stewart 
was called Gilbert Young, the name 
of Miss Young’s brother, and one 
of the characters in her book. 


FOX THEATRES REPORT 


Once $35,000,000 Empire, in Liquida- 
tion, Okays 4% Dividend 











Fox Theatres Corp., in liquidation, 
had a net operating profit of $10,645 
in 1940 and will have a possible 
profit of $10,000 in 1941, final report 
of Milton C. Weisman, Kenneth P. 
Steinreich and Leopold Porrino, 
trustees, disclosed in N. Y. supreme 
court. 
Justice Felix Benvenga, 
charged the trustees. 
~ Final allowances of $2,500 were 
made to Steinreich, $1,875 to Weis- 
man, and $628 to Porino. Fox Thea- 
tres was also authorized to sell 
property held by it in the Bronx, the 
assessed value of which 
This consists of a loft and remains 
of an office building. A dividend of 
%% was authorized to be paid 
creditors. Attorneys Hirson 
Bertini were given $6,000 for their 
services. 


who dis- 


Assets now total $168,278, all that , 


remains of an estate valued at $35,- 
000,000 a decade ago. The trustees 


| were appointed to liquidate the as- 
sets of the company by former Judge | 


Martin T. Manton on Feb. 24, 1939. 


Double Hop-Alonger 


Hollywood, May 27. 
Eleanor Stewart plays a double- 





‘Tonight Belongs to Us,’ a Gregory header in the Harry Sherman pic- 


Ratoff production. 


ture, ‘Timber Wolves,’ the first time 


' Picture role means that Kruger is any femme has played twice in the 
giving up the idea of going east for Bill Boyd ‘Hopalong Cassidy’ series. years at Universal. 


strawhatters this summer. He is | 


In the space of seven years there 


also dickering for the father role in have been 36 different femme leads 


the ‘Aldrich Family’ radio show. 


jin 36 pictures. 


The report was approved by | 


is $8,000. | 


and | 


ductions to meet the quality de- 
manded by the new block-of-five 
| system required by the consent de- 
' cree 


First to feel the financial upbuild 
are ‘Lord Epping Sees a Ghost,’ 


‘Parachute Battalion’ and ‘The Ma- 
rines Are Ready.’ - 


‘Powers Models’ Filmed 
| As Musical by WB 








Hollywood, May 27. 

Ann Sheridan and the ‘Navy Blues’ 
sextet go into Technicolor in ‘Powers 
Models,’ a musical to be produced by 
Warners. 

Voldemar Vetluguin, associate edi- 
tor of Red Book, author of the yarn, 
is here working with Everett Free- 
man on the screen story. 





Studio Contracts 








Hollywood, May 27. 

Robert Stack’s option picked up 
by Universal. 

Stanley Clements’ moppet  con- 
tract extended by 20th-Fox. 

Bill Castle, dialog director, 
| optioned by Columbia. 

MacDonald Carey 
pact with Paramount. 

Elaine Morey’s player option ex- 
ercised by Universal. 

Ray Collins inked player contract 
at RKO. 

Gene de Paul penned songwriter 
ticket at Universal. 

Stanley Brown drew option lift as 
Columbia actor. 

Don Raye contracted as tunesinith 
by Universal. 

Lloyd Bridges’ actor option hoisted 
by Columbia. 

Karen De Wolf’s pact renewed for 
a year at Columbia. 
| Ted Thomas, dialog director, drew 
‘option lift at Columbia. 
| Lucille Prumbs signed to write 
contract at Paramount. 
| Ann Miller closed two-picture-a- 
| year deal with Columbia. 

Maria Montez drew renewal at 
Universal. 

Eva Gabor drew a player contract 
at Paramount. 

Betty Jane Rhodes, radio singer, 
signed by Paramount. 

Charles (Buddy) Rogers’ option 
lifted by RKO. 

The Merry Macs inked a deal for 
two pictures annually for seven 


re- 


inked player 


Hans Dreier, 15 years with Para- 
;mount, sighed new contract as head 


\@f the art department, 


to Moskowitz. As m.d., Bowes drew 
$25,000 a year. 


As part owner of the Cap with | 


Messmore Kendall, whe built it, Ma- 
jor Bowes is assertedly bowing out 
because of the many demands made 
/upon him by other interests, includ- 
jing radio. The Sunday broadcasts 
| by the Capitol Family were ended 
| following last Sunday’s (25) airing, 
(this being the 964th consecutive 
weekly appearance on the air. 


Hollywoodites Aid Greek 
Event in Springfield 


Springfield, Mass., May 27. 
Alvino Rey’s orchestra and the 
King Sisters split honors with Rose- 





mary Lane, Gail Patrick and Cesar | 


Romero in a personal appearance, 
and also the Greek ambassador to 
the U. S., to gross an estimated $5,500 
at $1.50 at the Greek war relief ball 


at the Municipal Auditorium 
Wednesday (21). The halb was mob- 
bed. 


Romero stole the show during the 
day, his ‘Cisco Kid’ bringing out 
hundreds of youngsters. He oblig- 
|ingly ran through a bit of it for 
two tots who ‘crashed’ his hotel 
room early in the evening. The visit 
was first to New England for Miss 
|Lane and Miss Patrick, and they 
spent Thursday (22) touring the vi- 
cinity. 

The three stars were interviewed 
|over WMAS by George Freeman, 
Loew’s Poli manager here, who had 
traveled to Hartford to meet them 
with Mayor Roger L. Putnam and 
| officials of the Greek War Relief so- 
ciety. Following the interview, Miss 
Patrick and Ramero visited Loew’s 
Poli theatre, where Miss Patrick 
took a look at ‘Love Crazy,’ in which 
she appears with William Powell 
and Myrna Loy. 


| Smileage’ Books Again? 


‘Smileage’ books, prevalent in last 
world war, may be revived. Admis- 
, Sion books sold to parents who give 
_them to soldiers in camp. 
| Proceeds used to defray costs of 
|operation of cantonment theatres 
| and booking live entertainment. 











Simon’s Metro Triple 


Hollywood, May 27. 
| Metro handed two more director 


‘assignments to S. Sylvan Simon in |! 


addition to his present job on ‘New 
, York Heartbeat.’ 

| New pictures are ‘Eight Girls in a 
Boat,’ an Edgar Selwyn production, 
and ‘Keeping Married,’ to be pro- 
| duced by Sam Marx, 


US. Filmers; Hope for Some Relief 


Major company attorneys and tax 
experts huddled last Friday (23) at 
the Hays office to seek means of ob- 
taining relief from the 20% admis- 
sion tax on Canadian motion picture 
theatres, placed in effect this month. 
Because the 20% tax likely will hurt 
grosses in Canada, American distrib- 
utors are anxious to obtain some 
modification of the present taxation. 

While the discriminatory angle has 
been brought up during discussions 
in Canada film circles, U. S. picture 
company attorneys are searching for 
some loophole whereby they can 
contest the additional taxation. Un- 
derstood that the double tax angle 
may be probed because the 20% 
dominion tax On tickets is in addi- 
tion to the prevailing provincial tax 
varying from 5% to 15%% in all 
provinces excepting Saskatchewan 
and Ontario. In Ontario, where the 
154%2% tax prevails (it’s called of- 
ficially a surtax), this means that 
Quebec theatre patrons will be pay- 
ing more than 35% tax on each 
ticket, which is estimated as greater 
than in any part of the world in- 
cluding the British Isles under cur- 
rent wartime conditions. 
| Officials in the Canadian film busi- 
|ness interested in obtaining relief 
from this heavy additional burden 
have pointed out to government of- 
ficials of Canada that the picture in- 
dustry is the source of revenue for 
numerous taxes and services in con- 
'nection with raising funds for the 
War Service drives. Also that the 
film business has proved a vast me- 
dium for morale building. 

They fail to see how the 20% tax 
will raise the added revenue sought 
because total gross business is bound 
(Continued on page 20) 








GOLDENSON OFF FOR 
INTERSTATE CONCLAVE 


Leonard H. Goldenson, in charge 
of all Par theatre operations, left 
Sunday night (25) for Galveston, 
| Tex., to attend the three-day con- 
; vention of the Interstate and Texas 
| Consolidated circuits starting yester- 
day (Tues.). He goes from there to 
|the Coast to look in on the annual 
| powwow of the Motion Picture The- 
| atre Owners of America, of which 
jhe is a director representing affili- 
| ated circuits. 
| Leaving New York the end of this 
week, Sam Dembow, Jr., operating 
associate to Goldenson, will go to 
Minneapolis to contact Par opera- 
tions there, thence also going out to 
the MPTOA convention. 

Both Par execs will return about 
June 15, 


He’ll Find Out What 
Happens to His Scripts 


Hollywood, May 27. 

George Bricker, who has written 
34 produced scripts in seven years 
without having arything to say 
about their production, obtained a 
release from his writing job at Co- 
lumbia to become an associate pro- 
ducer at Monogram, where he can 
watch his own ideas developed on 
film. 

‘Murder by Appointment’ is his 
first production. He wrote it him- 
self and wants to know, first hand, 
what happens to a tale after it 
leaves the typewriter. - His latest 
writing job at Columbia was ‘Mel- 
ody Man.’ 


Wobber Sets N.Y. Meet | 
| At Waldorf, July 9-11 


Twentieth Century-Fox will hold 
_its annual sales convention at the 
| Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New York, 
on July 9, 10 and 11, according to an 
announcement by Herman Wobber, 
General Sales Manager. 

| Approximately 350 district man- 
| agers, branch managers, salesmen 
and bookers of the company’s 37 
_branch offices in the United States 
Joe Canada will attend a three-day 
| meeting, 





| 
| 
| 














Mary Lee Stars in 4 


Hollywood, May 27. 

Mary Lee, Republica’s moppet 
singer, moves out of the Gene Autry 
| westerns tg star in four pictures on 
next season’s program. 

Films are ‘Oh, Susanna,’ ‘Sierra 
Sue,’ ‘Pride of the Circus’ and ‘Peck’s 
| Bad Girl,’ 


‘ 
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Zukor's New City, N.Y., Estate Into FHA HILTON CAL GALLS IT Detail to Close Up Par-Sparks 


Development; Also Reviews Pix Biz 








Nyack, N. Y., May 26. 

Enlivening his informal remarks 
with salty references to the cinema, 
old and new, Adolph Zukor enter- 
tained members of the local and 
New York press at a luncheon mark- 
ing the debut of the film magnate in 
a new field, real estate development. 
“His 745-acre estate at New City, 
N. Y., he announced, will be trans- 
formed into an ultra-modern com- 
munity of 11 self-contained units to 
be known as Rockingham Park. For 


its beauty and magnitude, he sug-| 


gested, it may rival anything he has 
produced for the screen. 


? 





Although he made no formal i 


dress, Zukor was the center of at- 
traction, especially when he got off 
a fast one about the picture business. 


During the course of the luncheon | 


he was heard to give voice to the 
following ideas: 

Films in the immediate future 
will be all floss, with little or no at- 
tempt at anything serious because 
the people have too much to worry 
about outside picture houses. Inside 
they want to be amused. This con- 
dition will change, he added, almost 


F.D.R. Piped Into Aud. 





Fearful of the effect of the 
President’s speech on the b.o,, 
Louise Crane, producer of ‘Four 
Saints in Three Acts’ at Town 
Hall, N. Y., last night, arranged 
to have the talk aired for the 
audience. 

She pushed up the starting 
time of the Virgil Thomson- 
Gertrude Stein opera so that it 
was completed by 10:30, when 
the Chief Executive’s speech was 
jacked into the Hall’s p.a. sys- 
tem. 








War A Activity 





immediately after the war when he) 


expects to see a cycle of heart- 
breakers, playing upon audience 
emotions and reaping a heavy har- 
vest of the weeps, 

He named Thomas Meighan as one 
of his best boxoffice draws of all 
time, and he said that it takes pub- 
licity to build up even the greatest 
talent. In this connection he men- 
tioned Bob Hope, pointing out that 
the comedian was just as good four 
or five years ago as he is now, but 
it wasn’t until assorted p.a.s got to 
work that Hope hit the jackpot. 

About salaries, he said that in 1903, 
when he entered the film business, 
his competitors thought he was in- 
sane to pay a huge sum to someone 
like Sarah Bernhardt. But he proved 
he was right and immense paychecks 
became the rule. 

Prefacing his announcement of 
plans for the community, Zukor ex- 
plained the reason for undertaking 


the development of his extensive | 


estate, the heart of which 
scaped as beautifully 
elaborate country setting Hollywood 
could devise. He said he was 69 
years old now and not getting any 
younger. He therefore felt that a 
community of homes would be the 
best way to dispose of a good share 
of the vast estate. (He said he liked 
New City more than Hollywood or 
any section of California because the 
green here was fresh and not faded.) 

Lowest-priced homes in the de- 
velopment are to cost between $6,500 
and $7,000, and the project has been 
approved for F.H.A. insured financ- 
ing. Zukor has owned the estate for 
about 25 years. 

Several years ago he threw open 
his private golf course to the public, 
and the swimming pool and tennis 
courts were made available two sea- 
sons ago. One of the houses on the 
property has been converted into a 
hotel. 


ROACH, JR., PRODUCING 
FILMUSICALS FOR UA 


Hollywood, May 27. 

Hal Roach, Jr., becomes a co-pro- 
ducer with Leroy Prinz, of a series 
of streamlined musicals on _ the 
Roach lot. for 1941-42 release by 
United Artists. 

Ruth Burch succeeds junior Roach 
as casting director. 


‘Choc Soldier’ Goes For 
Modern Dress at Metro 


Hollywood, May 27. 

First produced as an operetta in 
1908, ‘The Chocolate Sodier’ is being 
fitted out in 1941 garb for its filming 
at Metro. 

After looking over the 1908 styles, 
Victor Saville, producer, decided to 
modernize, 


is land- 














as the most} 


Hikes Picture 
B.0. in Sask. 


Regina, Sask., May 27. 

Crowding of a number of Canadian 
centres due to war activities meant 
more people going to motion pic- 
tures in these areas during 1940, 
sending admission receipts for Can- 
ada up 9% in number and 11% in 
value compared with the previous 
year, a Dominion Bureau of statistics 
report received here shows. 

There were about 151,000,000 ad- 
missions recorded, while receipts, ex- 
clusive of provincial amusement 
taxes, totalled almost $37,600,000. 
There were 1,226 motion picture the- 
atres in Canada, compared with 1,186 
in 1939. During 1939 there were 
138,497,043 admissions and $34,010,115 
receipts, 


BRIT. PLAYERS APPEAR 
IN CHARITY PICTURE 


Hollywood, May 27. 

Most of the British film players in 
town are doing parts in ‘This 
Changing World,’ a historical war 
relief film which went into produc- 
tion at the RKO-Pathe studio with 
Sir Cedric Hardwicke as producer 
and Herbert Wilcox as the first of 
five directors. Later pilots will be 
Alfred Hitchcock, Victor Saville, Ed- 
mund Goulding and Frank Lloyd. 

Players, working for charity be- 
tween pictures, consist thus far o 
Anna Neagle, Ray Milland, C. Au- 
brey Smith, Dame May Whitty, 
Claude Allister and Allen Edmiston. 
So far Charles Chaplin hasn’t volun- 
teered. 

Picture deals with the history of 
London. 


F.D.R.’s Talk Last Night 
Affected the B.O. Plenty 


Theatre operators and managers 
yesterday (Tues.) looked for one of 
the poorest nights ever, with interest 
running unusually hig sh in what 
President Roosevelt would have to 
say in his fireside chat at 10:30 p.m 
While this is late enough in the east 
to miss an early show, it was felt in 














managerial quarters that people 
wouldn’t come out, unless it was 
around 6 p.m. 

The President in the past has 


dented the grosses when he’s gone on 
the air. 


| Broadway showmen fully expected 


i that 


would be heavily 
night because of 
the intense interest in President 
Roosevelt’s speech at 10:30, for 
which the world awaited. Run at- 
tractions at this time get most of 
their patronage direcily at the box- 


boxoffices 
socked Tuesday 


office and business generally there 
slowed away down. 
Exceptions are those few shows 


that still command strong advance 
sales and in several instances no 
affect on takings was indicated be- 
cause nearly all tickets had been 
sold. 





CURRENT MOOD’ - Deal Being Worked Out in N.Y. 





‘Dear Reader’ Period of Vic-' 


torian Era Gone, He Tells 


Authors in Coast Confab 


—Changing World Scribes 
Problem 


2,200 ATTEND 





By RALPH RODDY 
Hollywood, May 27. 
The current mood of ‘So What?’ 


is one of the biggest problems facing 
the modern novelist. World-wide 


misgivings in the future of humanity | 


due to the current international up- 


heaval and the streamlined pace set | 
, by the mechanized era of today, may | 
| point to a decline of the novel read- | 


ing public and of. the novelist him- | 


self. 


This was the keynote of an ad- 
dress delivered by James Hilton be- 
fore 2,200 delegates to the first Na- 
tional Conference of ‘the Authors 
League of America at the University 
of California at Los Angeles. 

Discussing the economic and cre- 
ative problems of the writer from 
the viewpoint of the novelist, the 
author of ‘Random Harvest,’ ‘Lost 
Horizon’ and ‘Goodbye Mr. Chips’ 
explained that no great writer and 
not even many second-rate writers 
could escape preoccupation with 
events as they are happening today. 
He said a writer must write in the 
prevalent forms that the age gives 
him. He declared the initiation of 
new forms is more a maiter con- 
nected with historical evenis, techni- 
cal inventions and trends of philos- 
ophy.’ Hilton pointed out that‘ the 
radio and screen are perfecting a 
technique far more immediate and 
effective than that of the novelist 
and that the ‘dear reader’ period as 
exemplified in the Victorian.era is 
gone. 

‘To put the matter in a nutshell,’ 
Hilton said, ‘the modern novelist is 
increasingly up against a mood prev- 
alent all over the world which might 


be summarized in two words, ‘So 
What?’’ 
John Howard Lawson, first presi- 


dent of the Screen Writers Guild, 
traced the history of copyright and 
its significance, from the formation 
of the Stationers’ Licensing Corps. in 
1557 to the current fight by the 
American Cociety of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers. Lawson said 
that after 200 years, in which the 
author has moved gradually toward 
increasing recognition of his individ- 
ual ability and initiative, the author 
now. finds himself confronted with a 
definite tendency to vest the copy- 
right in corporate control. He said: 
Limits On Bargaining 

‘Legislation and contract place lim- 
itations on the bargaining power of 
the author. Instead of reserving all 
rights, except those = specifically 

(Continued on page 22) 


Truce with WB j 


in Fla. Will Follow 





Blows Some Good 


a 
Hollywood, May 27. 
Warners ordered 125 additi- 
onal prints of ‘Underground’ to 
fill increased bookings, due to 
the insertion of the Rudolf 
Hess incident in the picture. 











3 Frisco Zone 
Papers (Hearst) 
Q.T. on Citizen 


San Francisco, May 27. 

‘Citizen Kane’ opened here tonight 
(27) in midst of the oddest exploita- 
tion setup this town has seen, with 
three major dailies in the Bay Area 
not carrying a line or advertising or 
Sheets, are all 
Hearst’s, the 
Call-Bulletin 





copy. of course, 


(a.m.) and 
(p.m.) here and Post- 
Enquirer (p.m.) across the bay in 
Oakland. To offset press situation, 
around $1,000 is being spent in radio 
spots and at least 100 24-sheets are 
up. At that, $4,000 is going into the 
remaining papers with all ads in two 


Examiner 


colors, red and black. 
Hearst ban is a windfall for the 
Oakland Tribune which is getting 


the heaviest sked ever placed for a 
flick in Frisco. Terry Turner and 
Charles Huy of RKO, in town to 
hdndle the campaign, working with 
Hal Heides. 


OPM’S 2D DEFENSE 
SHORT FOR THEATRES 


Washington, May 27. 
Government’s Office of Production 
Management has just completed its 








second short subject and, as it did 
with its first, may make it available 
to the nation’s. theatres. Film, 


‘Farming Out Defense Contracts,’ is 
primarily, however, for Chambers of 
Commerce, manufacturers’ associa- 
tions and such groups. 

OPM’s initial film, ‘Power for De- 


fense,” has now virtually finished 
playing in theatres throughout the 
country. New picture is said to be 
a ‘recruiting’ rather than informa- 
tion or propaganda subject. It is 
designed to get sub-contractors on 


contracts to speed up pro- 
duction and take new Government 
orders. It describes large-scale tank 
and plane-making. 


defense 


Writers Guild Forcing Showdown; 
Move for Support of AFL Crafts 


Hollywood, May 27. 


Showdown on demands of the 


Screen Writers Guild for a 
wage scale for scriveners, abolition 


of flat deals under $2,500, and elimi- 
nation of speculative writing is 
scheduled for tonight (Tues.). The 
Guild is collecting a $100,000 war 
chest and plans to call a writer strike 
if its demands ‘are not reasonably 
met’ when it huddles with the Pro- 
ducers, 

Unless the company representa- 
tives are more inclined to get to- 
gether with the Guilders, a general 
membership meeting of the group 
probably will be called tomorrow 
(Wed.). At that time the Writers 


minimum 


| would be advised as to the counter- 


proposals of the companies, and 
probably would be asked whether a 
strike vote should be taken. 

. Anticipating a disagreement, the 
Writers are now urging the formation 
of a Studio Union and Guild Com- 
mittee, to act as a clearing house for 
collective bargaining problems of the 
various film crafts. This move, if 
successful, would give the SWG the 
support of various American Federa- 
tion of Labor unions, as well as in- 
dependent organizations in the stu- 
dios. Pledges of support for the 
writers have already been received 
from both AFL crafts and unions 
affiliated with the Congress of In- 
dustrial Organizations. The CIO 
telegraphed the support of its 100,000 
members in “os Angeles. 


+ 





Following conferences held in New 
York during the past week, attended 
by top executives of the Edward J. 
Sparks circuit in Florida, agreement 

|is understood to have been reached 
'on virtually all points with only a 
|; couple minor details directly con- 
/cerning Sparks himself remaining to 
be taken care of. These are not 
expected to be stumbling blocks, 
| Possibility being that they may be 
|removed qui ickly so that complete 
papers can be prepared within a 
week. 

Fred Kent, general counsel of the 
Sparks circuit; B. B. Garner, gen- 
‘eral manager of theatre operations; 
Marian C. Talley, secretary-treas- 
urer, and Frank Rogers, general 
manager of the contract department 
ag Florida circuit, were all in 

. last week to further the deal 
ag Paramount. After reaching 
| what is said to have been general 
‘accord on the Par-Sparks negotia- 
tions, they returned to Jacksonville 
Saturday night (24). Leonard Gold- 
enson, in charge of the Par theatre 
department, who is understood to 
have sat in on the negotiations, him- 
self left Sunday (25) for Galveston, 
Tex. and the Coast. He won't be 
back to N. Y. until June 15. 

Figure assertedly agreed upon 
under which Paramount obtains 
control of the Sparks chain of 85 
theatres, well spotted in Florida, is 
a litile over $1,300,000. For this 
amount Par obfains the 40% interest 


held by Sparks and his relatives. 
Par already owned 50°, of the cir- 
cuit, while an outside 10% is con- 


trolled by Kent, Garner, Rogers and 
Talley. These Sparks executives, 
who are expected to become a com- 
mittee in charge of operation under 
the Par takeover, are retaining their 
minority interests. 

Sparks is at present in Miami 
Beach where he has a home but is 
expected to come to N. Y.*shortly, 
probably after the necessary final 
details are worked out on the Par 
acquisition and papers are ready for 
signing. Kent refused to discuss the 
Par-Sparks deal in any way without 
the official sanction of Sparks him- 
self. 


Warner Bros. 

Although there have been no 
overtures to Warner Bros. as yet, as 
soon as the papers are finalized in 
the purchase of Sparks’ 40% inter- 
est,.it is believed efforts will be 
made to bring about peace. So far 
Par has not discussed the deal with 


Warners because, it is added, the 
company didn’t want to go into the 
film product angle with WB until 
its own negotiations with Sparks 
had been completed. 

Warners built two houses itself 
while independent interests Cesiring 
its pictures erected two others. Ad- 


houses 
the 


ditional 
pending 


are 
official 


not planned 
acquisition of 


the Sparks theatres by Par. Under- 
stood also that Par has not asked 
WB not to extend its Florida hold- 
ing because it wa buying out 
Sparks Presumptior that War- 
ners will continue with the four 


houses it now ha: 
Inability of WB and Sparks to get 
together on a past 


wo seasons was not not the No. 1 


deal during the 


factor in inspiring Par to offer to 
purchase Sparks’ interest in the 
southern string of theatres. Para- 
mount itself had difficulty closing 


with Sparks last year, many months 
of wrangling antedating the com- 
promise that was finally reached on 
a product contract. Other distribs 
have similarly had trouble largely 
because Sparks has always insisted 
on buying film flat rather than on 
percentage. Executives in his own 
company are said to have disagreed 
with him on this and other matters. 


BENCHLEY’S GIGGLER 


Hollywood, May 27. 
Robert Benchley draws one of the 
comedy leads in Columbia’s ‘You'll 
Never Get Rich.’ 
Another cast addition to the filmue 
sical is Cliff Nazarro, sans double 
talk. 
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John Fried! of Par NW Keynotes 
Why Pix Must Fight for Every $ 





Hotels and night clubs have gone 
into the show business and film men 
must begin to give the matter 
thought, in the opinion of John J. 
Friedl, operator of Paramount’s 
large string of theatres in the north- 


west. At the same time the picture 
business has to get out to fight for 
as much of the amusement dollar as 
it can now that it is being divided 
up in so many ways, he adds. 

In New York during the past week 
Friedl reported that Minnesota had 
the worst winter in the nine years 
he has operated the Par circuit 
there and that there is some appre- 
hension now concerning a possible 
drought such as is causing worry in 
other parts of the country, includ- 
ing the east. Farming is in pretty 
good condition, however, in the 
northwest though South Dakota has 
suffered from bad weather condi- 
tions of recent years. 

Causing some alarm, according to 
Friedl, is that people are leaving 
Minnesota by the hundreds on one- 
way tickets. These are not the farm- 
ers but in addition to draftees in- 
clude skilled labor that is going 
away to more lucrative fields. 

Friedl asserted that with the ex- 
ception of Idaho and the Dakotas, 
Minnesota has fewer defense orders 
than any of the other states. A 
breakdown shows that defense or- 
ders amount to only $5.31 per capita, 
where in neighboring Wisconsin it is 
around three times that and in near- 
by Iowa about four times as much. 
Other states run $30 or more per 
capita, based on orders already 
placed. 

Kayos Stageshows 

The northwestern operator, point- 
ing to inability of theatres to give 
‘em the shows they are getting else- 
where in hotels, niteries, etc., says 
that an ordinary stageshow in the 
theatres in Minnesota means noth- 
ing; that big names must be pro- 


vided before there is any real box- | 


office action. 

Discussing the inroads being made 
by other amusements and _ sports, 
cutting up the entertainment dollar 
more and more, Friedl noted that on 
Saturday afternoons in Minneapolis 
during the football season the town 
is dead, including the stores. 

Minnesota is feeling the present 
b.o. slump the same as other sections 


of the country but Friedl, like other | 


operators, blames it on a combina- 
tion of circumstancés, some peculiar 
to his territory, rather than to any- 
thing specific. Minnesota seems to 
be no exception in that the big pic- 
tures are not doing big business, 
leaving those that are fair to a fate 
they also don’t deserve. 


A Mess of Hess For 
Marquee Dress And 
Frisco B.0. Hypo 








San Francisco, May 27. 

Hess case created a rash of freak 
bookings here. In addition to the 
usual time-element stuff spotted by 
the mewsreel houses, the Esquire 
(Blumenfeld) and the Regal (Aaron 
Goldberg) jumped on the Market 
street bandwagon. Regal, a subse- 
quent which never advertises, threw 


HAL NEIDES’ BURNUP 
AT §.F. RAG’S CRACK 


San Francisco, May 27. 
Arthur Caylor, News (Scripps- 
Howard) political columnist found 


out about show biz when he printed 
a statement to the effect that reason 
|Hal Neides, who handled ‘Fantasia’ 
‘at the Geary, was replaced by Emil 
'Bondeson for run of ‘Citizen Kane,’ 
| was because Neides felt ‘Kane’ was 
too hot to handle. Neides, who isn’t 
‘afraid of anybody, burned plenty, 
fact being that he and RKO couldn’t 
get together on salary. 
Source of yarn is Caylor’s secret. 











Gauntlett’s Civic Chore 


Seattle, May 27. 

Vic Gauntlett, advertising manager 
for Hamrick-Evergreen, and long 
dean of exploiteers in northwest, has 
laccepted advisory general chairman- 
\ship of the annual Seattle celebra- 
| tion, known as ‘The Potlatch.’ This 
‘dates back to the old Indian canoe 
races, and for 1941 will take on 
wings. 
| The theme will be aviation. Seattle 
‘is an air center due to Boeing’s plant, 
ithe naval air base and airlines. 


CANADA CURBS 
NEW THEATRE 
BLDG. 


Montreal, May 27. 
R. C. Berkinshaw, Commissioner 














WB FAVORS AIR 








Warner Bros., which will spend 
/more than ever before in its history 
in a merchandising campaign on pic- 
tures during the coming year, is re- 
‘ported investigating the possibilities 
of specialized spot announcements 
on the air. This would be entirely 
supplemental to the advertising in 
‘newspapers and magazines which 
are to get more during the 1941-42 


of Priorities, has announced that no 


jfurther licenses for the building of 


SPOT BLURBS 


theatres will be issued in Canada and 
permits for such buildings have just 
been refused for the building of 
three picture houses, one at Edmon- 
ton, Alberta, the other locations not 
being disclosed. 

‘We are not issuing any licenses 
of this kind,’ Berkinshaw said. ‘It is 
part of our policy that theatre facili- 
ties are not to be extended, unless, 
of course, the applicant can show 
that his building is about erected 
when he comes to us.’ 





Alberta Also 


Edmonton, Alta., May 27. 
Edmonton branch of the Canadian 





season than in the past. 

Understood WB is scouting around 
with a view to picking certain times 
where spot announcements on the 
air would be tried if plans are car- 
ried forth. 

RKO used spot announcements on 
, ‘Citizen Kane’ and likely that War- 
ners’ first on the test would be 
‘Sergeant Yorke.’ 





5 Stude Guinea Pigs 


| Of Both Sexes in Test 
On Veronica Lake’s S. A. 


Minneapolis, May 27. 

A trio of publicity men—Everett 
Seibel, J. B. Lewis and Joe Ferris of 
Northwest Airways, Paramount and 
the Minnesota Amus. Co.-—pulled a 
honey of an exploitation stunt when 
they arranged for a test of the re- 
actions of five U. of Minnesota stu- 
dents, two women and three men, to 
Veronica Lake, Paramount’s new 
featured actress in ‘I Wanted Wings,’ 
opening at the State here Friday 
(30). Robert E. Murphy, Star-Jour- 
nal film reporter, covered the event 
and wrote a by-line story with a 
four-column head and art. 








In order to ‘heighten the atmos- | 


phere,’ the students, with newspaper- 
|men, Paramount representatives and 
|others, were taken for an airplan 
ride in one of-the Northwest Air- 
ways’ transports and scenes from the 
picture and of Miss Lake were 
shown on a screen in the plane pre- 
liminary to an advance screening of 
the entire film downtown. Wrote 
Murphy: 


‘Reactions to Miss Lake were as to | 


‘Corps association passed a resolution 
| protesting to Finance Minister Isley 
lat Ottawa against plans of Odeon 
Theatres, Ltd. to build in Edmonton 
jand asking him to refuse permission. 
|The resolution said the use of steel 
‘and other vital products in such a 
project would be ‘contrary to the 
needs and necessities of the times.’ 

A letter opposing ‘this theatre con- 
struction scheme and suggesting the 
expenditure of millions of dollars for 
new theatre construction is not in 
keeping with the tremendous re- 
| quirements of our government for 
‘capital’ was sent to the federal gov- 
ernment. 
| Proposal of Odeon was to build 
|two houses in Edmonton this year. 
Letters were sent to all corps 


Churchill's Successor for Indpls. RKO. 
Not Yet Set; Other Key City Briefs 





Bob Mochrie, eastern sales mana- 
er for RKO, returned to New York 
fast week from Indianapolis, but has 
appointed no one there yet to suc- 
ceed Roy Churchill, branch manager, 
who resigned. Mochrie was slated 
to select Churchill’s successor while 
in Indianapolis. 

Churchill resigned recently after 
21 years with RKO. He immediately 
left for California, not revealing fu- 
ture plans. 





Rariety Vice Edwards 


Albany, May 27. 

Sol Edwards, former sales manager 
of the old Grand National Pictures, 
and Albany area salesman for United 
Artists since April 1, transferred to 
Brooklyn territory in a similar ca- 
acity. Successor here is William 

riety, with UA in the West Vir- 
inia sector. Films are shipped from 
ew York, UA maintaining no Al- 
bany exchange. 


Allen Kawel, for some time with 
Warner Bros. in New England ter- 
ritory and Charlotte, N. C., is new 
Albany manager of Ross Federal 
Service. He came here from a sim- 
ilar position in Charlotte. Kawel 


, Nevertheless the dishes got away to 
| a slow start and then they were of- 
| fered to men as well as women for 
| added draw. 


| Frank Rogers, fill-in Schine man- 
| ager here, resigned to join Shubert 
org in New York. George Deber, 
manager of Schines’ State. replaced 
by Andrew Shay, who came in from 
Groton. 

Don Whitington, Rivoli, 
with Don Stevenson, 
Newport, R. L, 
militia unit. 


partner 
C ordered to 
with local naval 





Crystal, Mpls., Bankrupt 
Minneapolis, May 27, 

The second theatre bankruptcy 
within a year here occurred when 
S. P. Halpern, local attorney, repre- 
senting a group of creditors with 
claims of approximately $5,000, filed 
| a petition in bankruptcy against the 
Crystal Theatre Corp., operating the 
800-seat lower loop Crystal, dime 
_ Subsequent-run dual feature house. 
| David Gillman was head of the in- 
' dependent company which has lost 
| the theatre through failure to meet 
| obligations. 


The other theatre to go into bank- 





took the the place of Charles Leach, | ruptucy was the 4,000-seat $2,000,000 
erstwhile film man and New Haven Minnesota theatre, independently 
manager for Ross before transfer owned, and it’s still in receivership. 
here last December. 








. RKO Shuttering 6 
Craig’s New Funereal Livelihood RKO closed three houses during 


Pittsburgh, May 27. the past week, has scheduled the 
Ralph W. Craig, manager of Harris Summer shuttering of three others 
circuit’s Adelphi, Reynoldsville, Pa.,; and may later decide to add others 
resigned to go into funeral supplies to the list. One reported as a pos- 
replaced by Johnny Harris, cousin of | Pronx. 
John H. Harris, acting head of chain! Orpheum, Kansas City; Albee, 
bearing family name. | Providence, and the Strand, Syra- 
Harold Weinberger, former M-G' cuse, are already closed. Addition- 
office manager here and later with! als are the Grand, Columbus, to- 
Washington branch in same capacity, |; morrow (29); Orpheum, Champaign, 
gone back into distribution again Ill., June 8, and the Palace, Chicago, 
after serving as an assistant director June 26. 
on Metro lot for two years. Wein- | These are RKO operations that 





berger joined company’s Los Angeles usually shut dow> each summer. 
exchange, temporarily as a student | 
|assistant pending a regular assign- 
ment. Since leaving the studio in the 
|fall of 1939, he has been playing a 
|number of bits in pictures, Wein- 
| berger having once been a prominent 
‘local amateur actor. | yesterday (Mon.) for Louis (Pop) 
Two-story theatre building at' Korson, veteran exchange man, who 
| Clairton, Pa., which was started 10, leaves for California, where he ex- 
‘years ago but never completed,; pects to spend the rest of his days. 
| posted for sale by sheriff on June 2,| Al Davis, 20th-Fox exchange boss, 
|with $6,476 listed against the presented Korson with a gold en- 
: property. It’s owned by Henderl! graved watch. Korson lest operated 
|Corp., and for a decade, realtors have ; the Masterpiece exchange. 
been trying to interest various exhibs | 
jin the property but without any 
| success. 
| Bill Taylor, former assistant man- 





Pop Korse:.; Farewell 
Philadelphia, May 27. 
More than 150 members of the 
film industry turned out to the fare- 
well luncheon at the Variety Club 





Craddock’s Leave 


Gordon Craddock has been granted 
an indefinite leave of absence from 


branches in Canada asking them to a a ~ oe and the | 

ose the theatre building program. | Harris-Etna, left for the army as a 
opyles & prog ~~ lieutenant at Indiantown Gap, | 
, a., encampment. He’s a brother of | 
Griffith Adds in Texas |Robert Taylor, manager of the Harris | 

New Braunfels, Tex., May 27. | theatre in DuBois, Pa. 

| L. C. Griffith Consolidated Thea- | Briefies: Moody Weir has been fill- 
tres will open a new house here now ing in as temporary manager at the 
under construction. Announcement  Harris-Manos in Jeannette. ...Mannie 
came from manager Gus Hoenscheidt | Abrams is town’s newest exhib, at 
‘of the circuit’s Rialto here. os | —_ —. =e A. | 
| owlands, famed autograph collector 
en ae’ Wickin Pidie' ee, em who hails from here, and Esther O. 


Burtness, of Janesville, Wis., married 
Montgomery & McCollum. Mrs. Mc~- Jast week....C. J. Latta, assistant to 


Spadden also operates the Liberty | Harry Kalmine, zone manager for 
and Grand at Electra, Tex. | WB here, will be a grandpop this 
| summer....Jim Moran in from | 
Washington to do some special ex-| 
ploitation on ‘I Wanted Wings,’ which | 
|opens at Penn Friday (30). 








New Drive-in 


Toledo, May 27. 
First drive-in theatre in this sec-| 
tion, and the only one between) 
Cleveland and Detroit, opened re- Los Angeles, May 27. 
cently on a 22-acre tract on Route| King-Reavis Amus. Co. acquired 
20, one mile west of Maumee, O., Tower theatre in Santa Rosa from 
to be known as the Lake Erie Drive- B. H. Lustig and Herman Sims in a 
In.. Jimmy Dempsey, formerly of a a ale | 
i s . ss, operators in - 
Warner circuit, manager. land, Cal, building new film house, | 
seating 850, in Los Angeles. 





$137,500 Coast Deal 








his position as assistant to W. J. 
Heineman, Universal’s western sales 
manager, because of ill health. He 
formerly was branch manager for U 
at Portland and Indianapolis, going 
to present post last February. 

Craddock will go to his home in 
San Antonio for a six-month rest. 
He suffered a breakdown about 18 
months ago while in charge of Uni- 
versal’s exchange at Indianapolis, 
and resigned in order to rest. Doc- 
tors told him he has not completely 
recovered from this sickness and 
awe take more time to recuper- 
ate. 





2 Reopened in Buff Zone 
Buffalo, May 27. 
Dipson-Schwepp interests have re- 
opened and completely rebuilt Colo- 
nial, Elmira, with Tom Roberts man- 
ager. Avon, Syracuse, will be re- 


| Opened this month by AI Gilbert; F. 


E. Barnard closing his Falls, Honeoye 
Falls, until Sept. 15. 

Sheldon, east side nabe operated 
by Elizabeth and Percy Knight for 
past 15 years, sold to Frances 
Partyka. 

Robert Berger succeeding James 





in ‘After Mein Kampf’ and took pe expected. 
display space to plug it with copy Veronica—the character she played, 
reading Hess Flees Nazi Europe.’ that is—but the boys did. Veronica’s 
Did Rudolf Hess Actually Write much publicized sheepdog hairdo, 


‘Mein Kampf’ “Why are the No. 2 the girls thought, was too extreme 
Nazi Desert His Chief? See the to catch on. Veronica's sultry vil- 


picture that Hitler fears....’ lain , interest- 

: sia , , y, the boys thought, was interest 

Esquire used ‘Voice in the Night’ ing but something of which to be 
(British flick known in England as wary.’ 


‘Freedom Radio’) and played down 
Nabe’s Novel Stunt 





the title, selling ‘Hess Left Germany’ | 
in copy which reads, ‘The reasons 
Hess left Germany are seen in 
*Voice in the Night’.’ 

Latter house used similar methods 
last week to sell ‘A Man Betrayed’ 
as being from thé story, ‘Gangs of 
Kansas City,’ latter title getting the 
prominent billing throughout. 





Philadelphia, May 27. 


A clever, attention-getting stunt 





Haddon Matthews at Stanley-War- 
ner’s 69th St. Upper Darby nabe, to 
Hollywood, May 27. | ballyhoo ‘Buck Privates.’ 

John Shelton and Ann Rutherford | Soldiers from this area now sta- 
are teamed up again as a pair of tioned at Camp Shelby, Miss.; Fort 
newlyweds in ‘Keeping Married,’ sec- Belvoir, Va., and Indiantown Gap, 
ond of a series of M-G domestic Pa., telephone the theatre at the ex- 
comedies. Cast is the same as in the pense of the house and talked to 
opener, ‘Keeping Company.’ friends and relatives on the stage. 

Sam Marx produces and S, Syl- The conversation was amplified al- 
van Simon directs the picture, which lowing the entire audience to hear 
rolls in 10 days. ‘what's being said. 


KEEPING IT GOING 





The girls didn’t like | 


Hypos ‘Buck Privates’ 


was staged last week by manager | 


Toledo’s 1,800-Seater 


Toledo, May 27. 
Associated Theatres Corp., of 
Cleveland, will open its new house 


in the Central-Monroe shopping de- ' 


velopment about Aug. 1, though the 
rest of the $500,000 business block 
opened last week. Theatre will be 


| air-conditioned, seating approxi- 
| mately 1,800. 
Cameron’s New Nabe 


Fort Worth, May 27. 

P. G. Cameron, of Dallas, con- 
structing nabe here, seating 900, 
|ready Aug. 15. For 35 years Cam- 
eron has been identified with ex- 
hibition, at one time operating the 
| Melba and other theatres in Dallas. 
Recently, he sold holdings on the 
Coast where he was once an ex- 
_hibitor. 





Danz’s Ac dition 
Seattle, May 27. 
John Danz, president of Sterling 
Chain, plans to build a new nabe in 
| West Seattle, seating around 800 and 
;to replace Sterling’s Portola, much 
| smaller. The other house, Granada, 
| 800-seater, also in West Seattle, is 
to continue under the Danz wing, 


Chick Freedman, formerly oper- 
|ating in Omaha, bought out Jack 
| Johnston’s interest in the Normandie 
and Barbara film houses in L. A. and 
will move in as an associate of M. C. 
Sinift, formerly Johnston’s partner. 

Earl Strebe shuttered his El] Paso 
theatre for the season in Palm 
Springs. His other house, the Palm 
Springs, closes soon, after which he 
| will open his theatre at Arrowhead. 





Ops’ Peace in Tulsa, Okla. 
Oklahoma City, May 27. 

A three-months strike of oper- 
ators at seven Tulsa theatres oper- 
|ated by Griffith has been settled, 
| per anouncement by L. A. Chatham, 
| for the theatres, and Felix Snow, 
| international v.p. of the Operators’ 
Union, 


Free Dishes Teeoff 

Rochester, N. Y., May 27. 
Harry D. Stearn, former city man- 
ager for Schines, transferred to Ilion 
as zone manager. Frank Boucher 
takes over duties. The new exec 
| launched dish giveaway with biggest 
campaign in the history of the town 
and had veteran showmen scratching 
| their heads when he used advertis- 
, ing spreads on dishes three days run- 
| ning in the dailies with nary a men- 
j tion of pictures or entertainment. 
Had separate ad on films one day. 








McGlone as assistant chief of Buf- 
falo Theatre staff. John Thompson, 
information operator at the Buffalo 
out, John Marinn succeeding. Ted 
Gallagher for four years member of 
Shea service staff drafted last week. 
| Summer remodeling plans for 
suburban houses include Dan North’s 
Avondale, N. Tonawanda, and the 
Glen, Williamsville, operated by 
Menno Dykstra. 

Percy Knight, former operator of 
Sheldon, becomes manager of the 
Senate (Konczakowski chain). 

Kallett circuit will renovate the 
Brockport at Brockport and LeRoy 
in LeRoy, N. Y. 





No Different 


, Detroit, May 27. 
Things in the Army won’t be much 


different for Roy White. Still the 
same old headaches. Former man- 
ager. of-the Jefferson, Arc and 


| Grenada theatres here, he’ll serve 
his year’s stint in service as the 
booker for the Marine Barracks the- 
atre, Quanticc, Va. 





R. & R. Add Third House 
Hillsboro, Texas, May 27. 
| The Star, owned and operated by 
Joe Vaughn, sold to Robb & Rowley, 
which will continue operation of the 
Texas and Ritz. C. W. Taylor in 
charge of all three houses. 
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New Product Puts Props Under Chi- 
‘Penny -Jurgens Wow $44,000, Face’ 
146, West'-Vaude Profitable $15,000 








Chicago, May 27. 

Trade in the loop shows a better 
undertone than it has in several 
weeks. This is due primarily to an 
evident power in the attractions be- 
ing offered. 

Unquestionably the sock week is 
going to the Chicago where the Dick 
Jurgens orchestra, long a Chicago 
favorite, is playing its first local 
stage date. On the screen is ‘Penny 
Serenade,’ which came up with a 
flock of rave notices in all the dailies 
and is drawing the femmes by the 
carload. All of which is going to 
add up to the best money session 
that has been seen around this burg 
for many a day. 

Palace has returned to its double- 
feature grind policy, garnering ex- 
cellent money results on ‘New Or- 
leans’ and ‘Black Cat.’ ‘Citizen 
Kane,’ which was day-and-dating 
here and in the Woods, is now solely 
in the Woods on a three-a-day pol- 
icy, two afternoon shows on a grind 
and a reserved seat evening show. 

United Artists has ‘Woman’s Face,’ 
and the women are paying nicely at 
the gate. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Disney) (1,200; 40-50-60- 
75-$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(14th wk). On ‘final weeks’ notice 
has zoomed into real money and 
comes up currently to $10,000, after 
snagging fine $11,100 last week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75) 
—Penny Serenade’ (Col) and Dick 
Jurgens orchestra unit on stage. Jur- 
gens group accounting for plenty of 
coin, and the combo is a winner at 
excellent $44,000. Last week Eddy 
Duchin orchestra cn the stage didn’t 
help much, and it was strictly the 
oma ‘Broadcast’ (20th), which 

rought in the good $33,100. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Great Lie’ (WB) (2d wk). Stay- 
ing another session for $4,000, after 
snagging fine $5,400 in its first hold- 
over week in loop. 

Oriental (Todd) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) and ‘Rage 
Heaven’ (M-G). House is now in 
the subsequent run category. Cur- 
rently looks for $11,000, good. Last 
week ‘Nice Girl’ (U) and ‘Man Lost’ 
(U), all right $9,600. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘Flame New Orleans’ (U) and ‘Black 
Cat’ (U) (2d wk). In first week, 
which ended last night (Monday), 
double feature first-run came 
through with fine $11,500. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65 
75)—‘Dictator’ (UA) (4th wk). Pic- 
ture has been a socko boxoffice win- 
ner, coming up last week with bang- 
up $12,300 and looking currently for 
beautiful $11,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— 
‘Go West’ (M-G) and ‘Grandfather’s 
Follies’ unit on stage. Looks for 
$15,000, profitable. ‘.ast week ‘Mad 
Doctor’ (Par) and vaude headed by | 
Helen Morgan and Ada Leonard was 
fair at $13,500. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75 )—‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G). 
Will corral good $14,000. Last week | 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) completed | 
three-week sojourn to okay $8,300. 

Weods (Essaness) (1,200; 50-75- 
$1.10-$1.65)—‘Kane’ (RKO) (3d wk). 
This house now has ‘Kane’ alone on 
a reserved-seat policy running three 
shows daily. Pace is now holding, 
getting $8,000 currently, following 
$9,200 last week. 








‘Pot’ Fair $8,700 In 
K. C.; Rest Sluggish 


; Kansas City, May 27. 

Light trend of past few weeks is 
Maintained at the b.o.s with little in 
the way of heavy att-actions to offset 
lethargy. Best of the week is ‘Pot o’ 
Gold’ at the Midland, but it’s far 
from a big grosser. 

With Orpheum closed and weather | 
too summery, strong competish is 
due from Fairyland park and other 
outdoor spots and sports. 


Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,643; 10-28-44)— 
‘Model Wife’ (U) and ‘Black Cat’ | 
(U). Playing six days for mild| 
$5,060, moving out for ‘Blood «and | 
Sand’ on Wednesday (28). Last | 
week, “Flame New Orleans’ (U) and 
Give Wings’ (U), languid $5,700. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-28-44) 
—Pot Gold’ (UA) and ‘Kildare Peo- | 
ple’ (M-G). Fair $8,700. Last week, | 
Woman's Face’ (M-G) and ‘Wash- 


| Sunday (25). 


'ern Union’ 


yf 


Rains Fail to Halt 
Denver; ‘Crazy’ 11G 


Denver, May 27. 

Heavy rains hurt most first-runs, 
but at that all houses except the 
Broadway are above-average. Top 
gross goes to ‘Love Crazy,’ coupled 
with ‘Washington Melodrama.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Alladin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40) — 
‘Penhy Serenade’ (Col), after a week 
at the Denver. Good $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Great Lie’ (WB), after a week 
at the Denver, good $4,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40)— 
“‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and ‘Repent 
Leisure’ (RKO, after a week at the 
Orpheum. Fair $2.500. Last week, 
‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G), after two 
weeks at the Orpheum, ditto. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Night Lisbon’ (Par). Fine 
$8,000 and may hold. Last week, 
‘Wanted Wings’ (Par) (3d wk) and 
‘Reaching Sun’ (Par), poor $5,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘John Doe’ (WB). Nice $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) and 
‘Scotland Yard’ (20th), good $9,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Washing- 
ton Melodrama’ (M-G). Solid $11,- 
000 and_ holding. Last week, 
*‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and ‘Repent 
Leisure’ (RKO), poor $6,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Dare Not Love’ (Col) and ‘Thieves 
Fall Out’ (WB). Good enough $5,- 
500. Last week, ‘Uncertain =< 
(UA) and ‘Rookies Parade’ (Rep), 
good $6,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40 — ‘Great 
Lie’ (WB), after a week at each the 
Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Big Boss’ 
(Col). Good $2,100. Last week, 
‘Cheyenne’ (U), after a week at each 
the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Mutiny 
Arctic’ (U), fair $2,000. 


‘WINGS’-FIGHT PIX BIG 
$8,500, L’VILLE SPOTTY 


Louisville, May 27. 


While spending in all lines is on 
an upsurge locally, returns at the 
downtown film houses are spotty. 
Tremendous exploitation effort was 
put forth by Johnson Musselman at 
the Rialto. for ‘I Wanted Wings,’ this 
week’s top grosser. Another hypo 
was the  Baer-Louis fight film 
brought in on Sunday (25), with the 
male element making a rush for the 
wicket as soon as the fight films 
were announced. ; 

Town’s newest house, the Ohio, 
operated by Settos Bros., opened 
House seats 1,250, and 
will play split weeks. Price is 15c 
at all times. Opening was marred 
by pickets who paraded in front of 
the new house. 
point in question was number of op- 
erators to be engaged. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M- 
G) and ‘Penalty’ (M-G). Picture al- 








ready had two good weeks at Loew’s | 
| State. 


Currently getting fair $1,800. 
Last week ‘Broadcast’ (20th) and 
‘Cowboy Blonde’ (20th), all right 
$2,200 on moveover from Rialto. 
Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—‘Footsteps Dark’ (WB) and ‘West- 
(20th). Medium $1,300. 
Last week ‘Strawberry’ (WB) and 
‘Buck Privates’ (U), fine $1,700. 
Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40) —‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) and 
‘Queen’s Penthouse’ (Col). Satisfac- 
tory $7,500. Last week ‘Ziegfeld 
Girl’ (M-G) and ‘Penalty’ (M-G) 


(2d wk), excellent $7,500 and move- | 


(1,000; | 


over. 
Mary Anderson 
15-30-40) — ‘Million 
(WB). Splashed heavily 
space, 
Indications 


(Libson) 
Dollar Baby’ 
in white 


3,100. 

' Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Wanted Wings’ (Par) and 
Louis-Baer fight pix. House went 
overboard on exploitation, Fight pic 
also helping. Should negotiate fine 
$8,500. Last week ‘Reaching Sun’ 
(Par) and ‘Power Dive’ (Par), good 
$7,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40 )—‘Flame New Orleans’ CU) 
and ‘Rookies Parade’ (Rep). Fair to 
medium $3,000. Last week ‘Fan- 


Understood that | 


but results not forthcoming. | 
are for medium $3,800. | 
Last week ‘Affectionately’ (WB), fair | 


ington Melodrama’ (M-G), weak $5,-  tasia’. (Disney), hardly up to ex- 

800, lowest in some time. | pectations at $7,000. 

“nee (Paramount) (1,900; >| 
-44)—‘Wanted Wings’ (Par). Com- 

pletes two-week run today (27). | DURBIN PIC ROLLS 

Mild $4,800, following opening week’s | Hollywood, May 27. 

$8,000. | ‘Almost an Angel’ rolled yesterday 

power (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)—)|(Mon.) at Universal, with Deanna 

ee’ (20th) and Gene Austin | Durbin, Charles Laughton and Rob- 

Geese lk gUgtisy, tn rert Cumming’ in the top spots, Henry 

considering season. Last week, ‘Sis Koster directing. ‘Raj 

Hopkins’ (Rep) with vaude, got Mob Town and Raiders of the 

along to $6.500. Desert’ also went into production. 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of May 29 

Astor—‘Major Barbara’ (UA) 
(8d wk). 

Broadway— Fantasia’ (Disney) 
1 (29th wk). 

Capitel—‘A Woman's 
(M-G) (3d wk). 

Criterion—‘Power Dive’ (Par). 

(Reviewed in Variety April 9) 

Globe—‘Voice in the Night’ 
(Col) (2d wk). 

Music Hall—‘Penny Serenade’ 
(Col) (2d wk). 

Palace—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) 
(5th wk). 

Paramount—I Wanted Wings’ 
(Par) (2d wk). 

Rialto — ‘I'll 
(M-G) (31). 

(Reviewed in Variety May 14) 

Roxy—‘Blood and Sand ’(20th) 
(2d wk). 

Strand—‘Affectionately Yours’ 
(WB) (2d wk). 

Week of June 5 

Astor—‘Major Barbara’ (UA) 
(4th wk). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(30th wk). 

Capitol—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variety May 14) 

Criterion—‘There’s Magic in 
Music’ (Par). 

Globe—‘Devil Dogs of the Air’ 
(WB) (reissue) (7). 

Music Hall—‘Penny Serenade’ 
(Col) (3d wk). 

Palace—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) 
(6th wk). 

Paramount—I Wanted Wings’ 
(Par) (3d wk). 

Roxy—‘Blood and Sand’ (20th) 
(3d wk). 

Strand—‘Affectionately Yours’ 
(WB) (3d wk). 


Face’ 


Wait for You’ 





Kited Admish Kills 
‘Fantasia, Memphis; 


Doe’ Socko $7,500 











Bway Drags Bottom: ‘Penny’ $82,000 
And ‘Wings -Vaughn Monroe, $48,000, 
Alone OK; Blood and Sand’ 376, NSG 








‘Crazy’ Terrif $4,700, 
Lincoln; Biz So-So 


Lincoln, Neb., May 27. 

‘Love Crazy’ taking most of the 
coin here this week, with ‘Uncertain 
Feeling’ also doing pretty well. Biz 
is suffering slightly from loss of 
student trade while the kids study 
for final exams. 
Cooler than usual weather, on the 
other hand, is a mild shot in the 
arm, 
Estimates for This Week 


Colonial (Monroe - Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15)—‘Secret Service’ (WB) 
and ‘Daniel Boone’ (Col), split with 
‘Nobody’s Children’ (Col) and ‘Sing- 
ing Hill’ (Rep). Just average $900. 
Last week, ‘Two Gun Sheriff’ (Rep) 
and ‘British Intelligence’ (WB), split 
with ‘Lone Wolf Date’ (Col) and 
‘Pioneers’ (Mono), about same. 


Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
10-25-40) — ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G). 
Town's winner may get as much as 
$4,700 on extended time, terrific. Last 
week, ‘Flame New Orleans’ (U) had 
to perk up to catch puny $2,000 on 
short run. 


Nebraska (J. H. Cooper - Par) 
(1,236; 10-20-25)—‘Flight Destiny’ 
(WB) and ‘Three Men Texas’ (Par). 
Only $1,300 in sigkt, which hardly 
meets expenses. Last week, ‘Lib- 
erty’ {M-G) and ‘Wild Man Borneo’ 
(M-G), bad $1,200. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,884; 
10-25-40)—‘People Kildare’ (M-G). 
Poor $1,800 in five days. Last week, 
‘Broadcast’ (20th), topped the town 
with $3,700. , 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- 
25-40) -— ‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA). 
Strong $3,000. Last week, ‘Sis Hop- 
kins’ (Rep), slow $2,500. 





Memphis, May 27. 
Fizzle of week: is ‘Fantasia,’ road- 
showing at the Strand. Situation of- 
fers interesting contrast between ad- 


vanced price and regular admission 
run, ‘John Doe’ doing terrific at 
usual tariffs while Disney opus dies 
at upped admish, Both drew rave re- 
views and enthusiastic word-of- 
mouth. 

Rest of town is fair to bad. 


Estimates for This Week 


Warner (WB) (2,300; 10-33-44)— 
‘John Doe’ (WB). Socko $7,500, is 
town’s best. Last week, ‘Affection- 
ately’ (WB), $3,000, disappointing. 

Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)— | 
‘Broadcast’ (20th). Business is pretty 
good, but nothing extra for a high- 
bracket musical. Looks to $4,000. 
‘Last week, ‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA), 
| (2d wk) and ‘I'll Wait’ (M-G), split 
week, $2,600, not too bad under cir- | 
cumstances. 

New Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10- 
33-44)—‘Reaching for Sun’ (Par). 
| Mild $2,000. Last week, ‘Wanted 
| Wings’ (Par), h.o. three days, and 
| ‘Model Wife’ (U), split week, $3,300, 


| fair. | 
| State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘Met Argentina’ (RKO), four days, 
| ‘Melody Three’ (RKO), three days. 
| Terrible $2,000. Last week, ‘Woman’s 
Face’ (M-G), $4,300, surprise drop 
after good start. 
Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 35-75- 
$1.50) —‘Fantasia’ (Disney). Kited 
prices plus placing in sluff house 
knocked bottom out. Might rate 
$2,500, ghastly for such attraction at 
|this scale. Last week, ‘Zanzibar’ 
| (Par) (2d run) three days, and ‘Viva- 
cious Lady’ (RKO) (2d run reissue) 
three days, $1,100, alright. 


‘DOE’ H.0. 6G, PORT. 














Four of Five Houses Holding Strong 
Product—‘Zieggy’ 2d $5,400 
Portland, Ore., May 27. 

Most houses holding over strong 
product. ‘Meet John Doe’ is doing a | 
grand trick for the big- Paramount, | 
and again tops the heap. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50)—‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) (2d wk). | 
High $5,400. Last week, great $9,000. 
| Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen (1,500; 
| 35-40-50) —‘Model Wife’ (U) and 
‘Black Cat’ (U). Poor $2,500. Last 
week, ‘People Kildare’ (M-G) with 
Major Bowes unit on stage, good 
|'enough $4,000. 
| Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
| (1,800; 35-40-50)—‘Wanted Wings’ 
| (Par) (2d wk). Good $4,500. Last 
week, strong $8,000. 

Paramount 
(3,000; 35-40-50)—‘John Doe’ (WB) 
‘(2d wk). great $6,000. First week 
went over the top for mammoth 
$10,000. 

United artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50)—'Dictator’ (UA) (3d wk). 
Nice $4,900. Second week took heavy 
$6,000. 





WEEKENDS SAVE BALTO; 


‘FACE’ PRETTY $11,000 


Baltimore, May 27. 

Bullish week-end trade a real life 
saver here where rest of week’s day- , 
time action has fallen off to a 
shadow, and nocturnal doings are | 
only a trifle better. 
ing some response are ‘I Wanted | 
Wings,’ at Keith’s, and ‘A Woman’s | 
Face,’ at Loew’s Century. | 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
28 - 44) — ‘Woman’s Farr (Ni- 27). 
Steady response to $11,000. Last 
week, second stanza of ‘Ziegfeld | 
Girl’ (M-G) added allright $7,200 to 
solid opening round at $14,908. | 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 





| 15-28-39-44-55-66)—‘Dare Not Love 


(Col) plus Woody Herman orchestra 
on stage. Holding good pace to pos- 
sible $12,000. Last week, ‘She Knew 
Answers’ (Col) plus vaude; only fair 
$10,600. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
28-39-44) — ‘Wanted Wings’ (Par). 
Strongiy sold in advance and head- 
ing toward a very solid $9,500. Last | 
week, ‘Model Wife’ (U)}, mild $4,300. 

Maryland (McLaughlin) (1,500; 56- 
85-1.11-1.67 )—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (2d 
wk). Holding uneventful pace in 
second stanza which started last 
Thursday (22). Drew estimated 
$4,900 on opening round. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-28-35- 
44)—‘Broadcast’ (20th) (2d wk). Go- 
ing along to possible $4,000 after 
reaching fair $5,900 on opening sesh. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-28-39-44- 
55)—‘John Doe’ (WB) (2d 
Holding very solidly at $7,000 after 
ringing the bell with a rosy $16,600 
on initial round. 


Indpls. Prosperous, But 
Films Get the Go-By 


Indianapolis, May 27. 

Everybody in town is doing a good 
business but the theatres. No film 
doing better than verv mild grosses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) 
and ‘Magic Music’ (Par). Not-so- 
good $5,000. Last week ‘Wagons 
Roll’ (WB) and ‘Met Argentina’ 
(RKO), bad $3,400. 





4 


wk Pa | 





Broadway film theatres probably 
will touch bottom this week. Busi- 
ness is so poor, with two or three 
exceptions, that house managers 
don’t see how it can become much 
worse. Clarification of the U. S. 
administration’s attitude in the 
European war may help after Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s fireside chat last 
(Tuesday) night. But all houses suf- 
fered last night. 

Of the four new entries, only ‘I 
Wanted Wings,’ at the Paramount, 
and ‘Penny Serenade,’ at the Music 
Hall, are close to expectations. 
‘Wings,’ aided by its roadshowing 
at the Astor and fine notices, will 
get a sturdy $48,000, surprisingly 
good in view of what other houses 
are doing and that a comparatively 
new band is the stage attraction. 

‘Penny Serenade’ is strong at the 
Music Hall with $82,000 in sight, 
proving that tear-jerkers still are 
popular in New York. It is showing 
sufficient staying power to hold on 
for one or two more weeks. 

While looming a lot better than 
other newcomers, ‘Blood and Sand’ 
at the Roxy is disappointing con- 
sidering the big campaign and good 
reviews. Probably won’t top $37,- 
000, indicating how bad general con- 
ditions are on the street. 

Weakest sister of the four is ‘Af- 
fectionately Yours’ at the Strand, 
where it is bolstered by Wayne 
King’s orchestra and Dennis Morgan 
personaling. Dismal $23,000 looms. 
Holdovers also suffered, ‘Woman's 
Face’ sagging to around $20,000; 
‘Major Barbara’ dipping to $14,500 
in its second session at the road- 
show Astor, and ‘Citizen Kane,’ 
which fell off disappointingly, 
though still profitable at around 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 30-40-55-65)—‘Major 
Barbara’ (UA) (3d week). Starts 
third week today (Wed.), second 
week winding up last night, $14,500, 
satisfactory, after good $17,000 initial 
session. In for several more weeks. 
Broadway (1,895: 55-75-$1.10-$1.65- 


$2.20) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (28th 
week). Last week (27th) about 
$9,000. Being advertised to close 





shortly, but still profitable at these 
figures. 

Capitol (4,520; 35-55-85-$1.10-$1.25) 
—‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) (2d week). 
Sagged along with all other houses, 
with little*more than $20,000 in pros- 


Currently show. | pect, but fairly good for current 


slump. Got $35,000, mighty swell 
profit, first week. 

Criterion (1,662; 28 - 44 - 55 - 65)— 
‘Power Drive’ (Par). Opens this 
morning (Wed.) follo\.ing extremely 
limp session of ‘Rookies on Parade’ 


' (Rep); probably won’t exceed $4,500, 
| poor. 


In ahead, ‘Lady from Louisi- 
ana’ (Rep), dismal $5,500. 

Globe (1,180; 28-35-55)—‘Voice in 
Night’ (Col). Garnered nice $7,000, 
all right considering, and stays on. 
Final five days of ‘Girl in News’ 
(20th), meagre $3,000. 

Palace (1,700; 75 - 85 - $1.10 - $1.85- 
$2.20) — ‘Kane’ (RKO) (4th week). 
Last week (3d), $19,000, not so bad, 
but failing to pick up from word-of- 
mouth or heavy edvertising. 

Paramount (3,664; 35-55-85-99)— 
‘Wings’ (Par) and, on stage, Vaughn 
Monroe orch, Hal Sherman, Beatrice 


|Kay, others (2d week). Zoomed 
|along to robust $48,000 in opening 
; session ending last night, okay. Pic- 
ture gets credit for excellent draw 
| despite present b.o. lull. Stays two 
more weeks. Final week (2d) of 


| ‘Reaching for Sun’ plus Alvino Rey 


band, good profit at $26,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,900; 44- 
55-85-99-$1.65) ‘Penny Serenzde’ 
| (Col) and stage show. Tear-jerker 
going for strong $82,000, and con- 


|tinues second and possibly a third 
| week. Last week, ‘Devil and Miss 
| Jones’ (RKO), plus stage show, $72,- 
000, disappointing, but in black 
Rialto (750; 28-44-55)—Washinge- 
ton Melodrama’ (M-G) plus Louis- 
Baer fight pictures. Extremely dis- 
| appointing $5,500. ‘Big Boss’ (Col) 


grabbed $4,600 in previous session, 
| okay in view of biz on present show. 

Roxy (5,835; 35-55-65-75-85) — 
‘Blood and Sand’ (20th) and stage 
show. Around $37,000 in sight, prof- 
itable but not up to expectations in 
\light of good notices. Stays second 
week, and likely a third. ‘Great 
Broadcast’ (20th) wound up third 
week with $22,000. 

State (3,400: 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10) 
,=‘Zanzibar’ (Par) (2d run) and 
| Frank Libuse, Cross and Dunn, Ben 





(Hamrick - Evergreen) 


Indiana (Katz-Dolie) (3,100; 25-30- | Cutler. Comedy given credit for 
40)—‘Wanted Wings’ (Par). Paltry | bulk of mildish $17,000. Last week, 
$6,500. Last week ‘Affectionately’ | ‘They Dare Net Love’ (Col) (1st 
(WB) and ‘Black Cat’ (U), poor,run) and Dick Stabile, others, on 
$4,200. | stage, only $17,600.~-- 


Loew’s (Loew's) (2,400; 25-30-40) | Strand (2,767: 35-55-75-85-99) — 
—‘Pot Gold’ (UA) and ‘People Kil- ‘Affectionately Yours’ (WB) and 
dare’ (M-G). Under average $6,500.| Wayne King orch, Dennis Morgan, 
Last week ‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) others on stage. Very mild $23,000, 
and ‘Big Boss’ (Col), ditto. | with stage show getting little aid 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 30-40-50)— from film. Sticks around a second 
‘Missing Days’ (Col) and Lou Breese | week despite this poor showing. Last 
orchestra. So-so $8,500. Last week | week, (2d) of ‘Wagons Roll at Night’ 
‘Lady Louisiana’ (Rep) and Pinky (WB) plus Tommy Tucker, others, 
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80% Holdovers Kill 
Detroit; ‘Crazy’ 126, 
Crawford 2d $9,000 


Detroit, May 27. 
There’s only one fresh bill in the 
entire loop area. But, with only one 
exception, there really wasn't enough 





biz here to warrant the flock of 
holdovers. 

Michigan is the courageous house 
with a new bill of ‘Love Crazy’ and 
‘Washington Melodrama’ which will 
bring it close to the top spot al- 
though the Fox will hit about the 
same level with its second week of 
‘Great American Broadcast’ and 
‘They Dare Not Love.’ R 

Sole house with any biz claim to 
h.o. rights is the United Artists with 
‘Woman's Face’ and ‘Wait for You.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
—Penny Serenade’ (Col) (3d wk) 
and ‘Scotland Yard’ (20th). Dull 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Penny Serenade’ | 
(Col) with ‘Boston Biackie’ (Col), 
fair $5,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55) — ‘Broadcast’ (20th) and ‘Dare 
Not Love’ (Col) (2d wk). Looking 
for so-so $12,000 after Okay $15,000 
last round. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55) —‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and 
‘Washington Melodrama’ (M-G). Not 
very hefty $12,000. Last week, 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) and ‘Road 
Show’ (UA), slim $12,500. ; 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000: 30-40-55)—‘Men Boys Town 
(M-G) and ‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA). 
Unexciting $7,000 for one pic getting 
fourth week and another its second. 
Last week, ‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) 
and ‘Liberty’ (M-G), okay $8,000. | 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2.000; 30-40-55) — ‘Woman’s Face’ 
(M-G) and ‘Wait for You’ (M-G) 
2d wk). Crawford film looking for 
nice $9,000 behind choice $14,000. | 





BUFF. CLIMBING OUT OF © 
CELLAR; ‘WINGS’ $12,000 


Buffalo, May 27. | 

Majority of mainstem spots are | 

displaying upsiie tendencies. ‘Love | 

Crazy’ at the Buffalo is building | 

steadily, while ‘Wings’ is hitting a 
gratifying pace at the Lakes. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Beauty’s 
Sake’ (20th). Moving up to satisfac- 
tory $11,000. Last week, ‘Woman’s 
Face’ (M-G) and ‘Wait for You 
(M-G), dismal $8,000. a 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 








— ‘Wanted Wings’ (Par) and ‘Nurse’s 
Secret’ (WB). Carrying on 
pressively, and may go to $12,000. 
Last week, ‘John Doe’ (WB) and 


‘Knockout’ (WB), built to very solid | 


$11,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘John | 
Doe’ (WB) and ‘Knockout’ (WB) | 
(2d run). Slow $5,500. Last week, 


‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) and ‘Wash- 
ington Melodrama’ (M-G) (2d run), 
dropped off to poor $5,000. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
—Dare Not Love’ (Col) and 
‘Queen’s Penthouse’ (Col). Fair 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Lone Wolf’ (Col) 
and ‘Blondie Latin’ (Col), hit bot- 
tom for under $4,000. 

20th Century (Dipson) (3,000; 30- 
44)—‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) and ‘Singa- 
pore Woman’ (WB). Plenty of zip, 
over $9,000. Last week (30-55), 
‘Great Nobody’ (WB) and_ Bob 
Crosby on stage, scored a bull’s-eye 
with nearly $15,000. 





Cleve. (Temperature) Hot; 
‘Crazy’ Best at $13,000 


Cleveland, May 27. 
Exhibs could fry eggs on sidewalks 
here. State has best money-maker 
in ‘Love Crazy.’ ‘Great American 
Broadcast’ sticking to middle of road 
despite Hipp’s ballyhoo. 
Estimates for This Week 


Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
*John Doe’ (WB). One of its best 
hold-overs from Hipp, easily going 
to $3,700. Last week, ‘Devil Dogs’ 
(WB) (re-issue), worthwhile $42 ). 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Broadeast’ (20th). Only fair 
$10,000. Last week, ‘John Doe’ (WB) 
on h.o., middling good $6,200. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55- 
66) — ‘Affectionately’ (WB) with 
Major Bowes’ unit on stage. Looks 
like around $12,000, a light take but 
okay for economical bill, Last week, 
Horace Heidt orchestra, abetted by 
‘Cowboy Blonde’ (20th) broke long 
Cleveland jinx against them by 
swatting out grand $23,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
— ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G). Nice going at 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Woman’s Face’ 
(M-G), okay $10,700. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G). Profit- 
abe moveover for this time of year, 
on way to $4,000. Last week, ‘Ham- 
ilton Woman’ (UA) slowed on third 
stanza, $3,400. 





im- | 


| ‘Broadcast’ 
| Leisure’ 


| week, ‘Flame New Orleans’ (U) and | 
| ‘Double Date’ (U), weak $14,000. 


NATIONAL B. O. SUMMARY 


Only Star Names and Showmanship 


Counteracting Audience Apathy 


Like the unhappy gambler whose 


last and became worse, the nation’s boxoffice slid fur- 


ther under par during the past week, 
star-combination features showed str 
first run bookings. Metro’s ‘Love 


William Powell and Myrna Loy are teamed again, and 


Paramount’s ‘One Night in Lisbon,’ 


leine Carroll and Fred 
entries. 


The youngsters who have been conspicuously absent 
of late during the windup of the schoolterms, 
satisfaction in the return of personalities to the mar- 
There may be in the significant lift provided 
by these starring pictures a clue to the solution of 
what has been happening of late in boxoffice reversal. 
The star films have fared better than the production 


quees. 


specials. There has been something 


Davis is ‘The Great Lie,’ Irene Dunne and Cary Grant 
in ‘Penny Serenade,’ and Joan Crawford in ‘A Wo- 
man’s Face’ (better showings everywhere this week) 
are examples of attractions that are better than av- 
erage money-getters in a shrinking market. 

On the other hand, the film with ballyhoo possibili- 
ties, although weak in stellar names, is standing up 


in the face of public apathy. 


gotten out and worked hard in advance of ‘I Wanted 
Wings’ (Par), the results have been gratifying. The 
same for ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G), which has taken over 
the extended run spot previously occupied by ‘Zanzi- 


bar’ (Par). 
The excellent returns on ‘Wings’ 


Buffalo, Baltimore and Louisville would indicate that 


showmanship in its handling had a p 


whereas lack of push and enterprise is responsible 
for the fadeouts in Boston, Indianapolis and Kansas 


City. 


Current week is off to the wost start in years. Presi- 
_dent Roosevelt on the radio last night (Tues.) outdrew 


all show business. 


By 10:30 EDT on 
the films. . 


. The Keys At a Glance 


Terse birdseye of the key cities: 


Broadway way off. Public picking its spots. Hold- 


overs slipping. 
Cincinnati. Poor. 

outdoor competition. 
Kansas City. Light. 

are starting. 
Providence. 


Theatres fight 


MacMurray, 


Those summer prairie winds 


Good. Cooled by ocean breezes. 








Boston. Fair, with school commencement days in 
sight. 

‘San Francisco. Poor, and hot. Fogs promised. 

Montreal. Fair. Victoria Day, national holiday, di- 
verted attention to more serious business at hand. 

Lincoln. So-so, Getting warmer. 

Minneapolis. Bad is putting it mildly. 


luck changed at 


although two new 
ength at strategic 


ony *hich 
Crazy,’ in whic Strikes hurt- 


ing. ‘ 
topped by Made- Indianapolis, Worse than bad. Other business pretty 
are the new good. 


Chicago. Improving. New attractions helping. 

Louisville. Spotty. Department stores doing great. 

Detroit. Bad. Mostly holdgvers. Showmanship 
would help. 

Omaha, Surprise! Okay. 

Seattle. Poor. No excuses. 

Washington. Town is booming; boxoffice on the 


found 


bum. 
to exploit. Bette Pittsburgh. Speckled. 
Brooklyn. Good. Never heard of the war or 
weather, 


Baltimore. Attendance only over the weekends. 
Cleveland, Up and down. Good pictures, fair; bad 


films, poor. 
Philadelphia. Terrible. Even baseball is drawing 
better. 
Where the boys have Denver. Very good. Rain and warm weather 
helping. 
Los Angeles. Couldn't be worse. Ocean outdrawing 
Grauman. 
Ratings 


Films of the week on marquee displays and their 
national ratings: ‘Pot 0’ Gold’ (UA), bad; ‘That Hamil- 
ton Woman’ (UA), very good; ‘I Wanted Wings’ (Par), 
both good and bad; ‘Woman's Face’ (M-G), strong and 
first Crawford holdover in two years; ‘Great American 
Broadcast’ (20th), just better than average; ‘Dare Not 
Love’ (Col), anemic; ‘One Night in Lisbon’ (Par), 
breaking fast at the gate; ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G), best 
wherever showing; ‘Model Wife’ (U), all right at home 
but not at the boxoffice; ‘That Uncertain Feeling’ 
(UA), unrealized possibilities; ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G), 
one of the year’s best; ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), at ad- 
vanced admish one of the season’s worst; ‘Affection- 
ately Yours’ (WB), no boxoffice sweetheart; ‘Meet 
John Doe’ (WB), strong at pop prices; ‘Reaching for 
the Sun’ (Par), nobody reaching for their change; 
‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB), all the cash in the title; 
‘Penny Serenade’ (Col), has exhibitors whistling 
everywhere, and ‘Flame of New Orleans’ (U), not 
so hot, 


in Philadelphia, 


art im the profits, 


ly ushers viewed 


ing weather and 





“B’CAST’ 17G, B’KLYN 


Grosses Fairly Steady— Wagons’ 
Roll to $16,000 with ‘Sis’ 








Brooklyn, May 27. 

RKO Albee doing well with ‘Great 
American Broadcast’ and ‘Repent at 
Leisure.’ Holdovers at Fabian Para- 
mount and Loew’s Metropolitan will 
come through with satisfactory 
grosses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,274; 25-35-50— 
(20th) and ‘Repent at 
(RKO). Nice $17,000. Last 


Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 25-35-50)— 
‘Wagons Roll’ (WB) and ‘Sis Hop- 
kins’ (Rep). Good $16,000. Last 
week, ‘Singapore Woman’ (WB) and 
tab version of ‘Crazy with Heat,’ 
mild $16,000. 


Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 25-35-50)— 
‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) and ‘Man 
Made Monster’ (U) (2d wk). Good 


$15,000. Last week, attractive $20,- 
| Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35- 
| 50)—‘John Doe’ (WB) and ‘Comes 
‘Happiness’ (WB) (3d wk). Okay 
$13,000. Last week, swell $18,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,870; 25-35-40)— 
‘Horror Island’ (U) and 
Ghost’ (Mono). Quiet $4,000. 
week, ‘Wolf Chance’ (Col) and ‘Shot 
| Dark’ (WB), ditto. 





(Sam) Warner Theatre’s 


10th Anni in Youngstown 
| Youngstown, O., May 27. 
Warner theatre at Youngstown, 
erected by Albert, Harry M. and 
Jack L. “Warner as.a memorial to 
their brother, Sam, celebrated its 
10th anniversary recently. D. M. 
Robins, 
ners, -still is general manager, and 
Frank Savage, who was with the 
firm when it operated the Dome, 
still is manager. 

The Warner brothers and their 
family had operated a grocery store 


and a bicycle shop in Youngstown | 
The house, com- | 


for many years. 
pleted in 1931, cost over $1,000,000. 
It is one of the very few houses in 
the country which has never played 
double features. 





Bugs Are Out, Let’s Go 
Hollywood, May 27. 


‘Invisible | 
Last 


brother-in-law .of the War- | 


FACE’ $13,000, PROV.; ‘ZIEGFELD’ 106, MONTREAL 
4 AFFECTION ATELY’ 936 ‘Broadcast’ “by Holiday Dented 


Montreal, May 27. 
‘Ziegfeld Girl’ is tops currently, 
with balance average to so-so. Vic- 
toria Day (24) pared grosses some, 
with week-enders making it first of 
the summer holidays. Too early yet 
for U.S. tourists to fill in, 


Estimates for This Week 








Providence, May 27. | 

With weather jumping from rec- | 
ord-breaking heat to chilly breezes, 
grosses al] around are fairly steady. 
RKO Albee shuttered until the latter | 
|part of August. ‘Affectionately 
' Yours’ at Majestic and ‘A Womans | 
Face’ at Loew’s State are both rid- 
ing high. | 





Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62) — 
| Estimates for This Week ‘Broadcast’ (20th). Pretty good 
| RKO Albee (2,200; 28-39-50). $6,500. Last week, ‘Boys Town’ 
House darkened for summer. Last | (M-G), $6,800. 
week, ‘Top Hat’ (RKO) and ‘Bring- Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62) — 
ing Up Baby’ (RKO) (re-issues), | ‘Affectionately’ (WB) and ‘Strange 
weakie $4,000. Alibi’ (WB). Good enough $5,500. 
| Carlfon (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- |Last week, ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and 
50) — ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) and | ‘Thieves’ (WB?}, weak $4,500. 
‘Missing Days’ (Col) (2d run). Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67) — 
Doing very nicely with expected | ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G). Handsome 
$3,200 after two previous downtown | $10,000. Last week, ‘Hamilton Wo-| 


weeks at Loew’s State. Last week, 
‘Wagons Roll’ (WB) and ‘Flight Des- 
tiny’ (WB) (2d run), fair $2,500. 


man’ (UA) (2d wk), good $7,000. 
Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-53)— 
‘Man Lost’ (U) and ‘Mr. Dynamite’ 
| Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 10-25-35)— | (U). N.s.g. $3,000. Last week, 
‘Missing Girls’ (PRC) and ‘Sheriff | ‘Wagons Roll’ (WB) and ‘Shadows 
Tombstone’ (Rep). Juve trade help- , Stairs’ (WB), feeble $2,200. 


ting toward good $4,000. Last week,| Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
|‘Man Monster’ (U) and ‘Pals Pecos’ | ‘Pot Gold’ (UA) (2d wk). Good 
| (Rep), good $3,800. ;}enough $2,500, after satisfactory 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— | $3,100 last week. 


‘Affectionately’ (WB) and ‘Singa- Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
pore Woman’ (WB). Swell $9,500. | (600; 30-60)—‘Recif de Corail’ (2d 
Last week, ‘Broadcast’ (20th) and|wk). Fair $1,000 in sight, after 


‘Sleepers West’ (20th), nifty $9,000. | $1,400 last week. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— | St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 30- 
‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and ‘Wait for | 40)—‘Fedora’ and ‘Anchois. de 
You’ (Metro). Getting a good share | Bombes.’ Weak $3,000. Last week, 
of the biz with neat $13,000. Last | ‘Le Scandale’ and ‘Dr. Knock,’ be- 
week, ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) and | low average $3,200. 

, ‘Missing Days’ (Col) (2d wk), zowie 
$10,000. 


° - 98-40-50) — | 
Date Not Lowe tol} wad. teay |‘ Murder Man’ Theft 
Louisiana’ (Rep). Good $6,500. Last - 

Suit Comes Up Thurs. 


week, ‘First Beau’ (Col) and 
Notice that the depositions of J. 





‘Rookies Parade’ (Rep), fair $5,000. 








| Skourases Worried Over 


Rains Help Boston; 
Hamilton’ $24,000, 
2 Spots, ‘Kane’ N. C. 


Boston, May 27. 


Last week’s heat wave withered 
opening day receipts and biz did 
not begin to perk until Friday night 
when the rains came. No standout 
film in town, with ‘Hamilton Woman,’ 
\‘American Broadcast’ and ‘Wanted 
Wings,’ all running about even for 
medium dough. 
| ‘Citizen Kane,’ accorded raves by 
the crix, was given the brush-off by 
customers, and the opening week, 
ending Sunday (25), fizzled. 


Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 28-39-44-55) 
\— Sell My Life’ (Select) and ‘Red 
Head’ (Mono), with stage show 
topped by Thurston and Dinah 
|\Shore, four days; and ‘Nice Girl’ 
| (Ud and ‘Man Lost’ (U) (both 2d 
'run), three days. Aiming at seedy 
$6,500. Last week, ‘King Zombies’ 
(Mono) and ‘Singing Hill’ (Mono), 
,with Marcus unit on stage, four days; 
and ‘Emergency Landing’ (UA) and 
‘Pirates Horseback’ (Par), with 
Marcus unit on stage, three days, 
$11,000, fair. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 28-39-44. 

55)—‘John Doe’ (WB) and ‘Strange 
Alibi’? (WB) (both continued from 
Met). Dying to tune of $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA) and ‘Sis 
Hopkins’ (Rep), $5,700, dandy. 
' Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 28- 
39-44-55) — ‘Broadcast’ (20th) and 
‘Repent Leisure’ (RKO). Medium 
| $14,000. Last week, ‘Uncertain Feel- 
ing’ (UA) and ‘Double Date’ (U), 
$12,300, off. 


Majestic (Shubert) (1,014; 75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Kane’ (RKO). Dallied with 
‘only $8,000 for first week of road- 
show run here, 


| Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- 
(44-55) —‘Wanted Wings’ (Par) and 
\‘Shot Dark’ (WB). Around $14,000, 
‘so-so. Last week, ‘John Doe’ (WB) 

and ‘Strange Alibi’ (WB), opened 
| strong, but faded as week progressed 
| to $18,000, still okay. 

Ospheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 
55)—Hamilton Woman’ (UA) and 
‘Queen’s Penthouse’ (Col). Fair $14,- 
000. Last week, ‘Men Boys Town’ 
(M-G) and ‘Washington Melodrama’ 
| (M-G), $18,300, good. 
| Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 28-39-44- 
155) —John Doe’ (WB) and ‘Strange 
| Alibi? (WB) (both continued run 
|from Met). About $5,500, n.s.h, 
Last week, ‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA) and 
‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep), $8,000, very 
| good. 

_ Seollay (M&P) (2,538; 28-39-44-50) 
—‘Pot Gold’ (UA) and ‘Sis Hopkins’ 
(Rep) (both 2d run). Skidding to 
very bad $3,000. Last week, ‘Great 
Lie’ (WB) and ‘Knockout’ (WB) 

| (both continued from 2d run from 








|Par and Fenway), $3,500. 

State (Loew) (3,600;_ 28-39-44-55) 
—Hamilton Woman’ (UA) and 
i‘Queen’s Penthouse’ (Col). Just 


lereeping in for around $10,000. Last 
| week, ‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) and 
‘Washington Melodrama’ (M-G), $14,- 
100, very good. 





‘ABE LYMAN TILTS ‘POT’ 
TO 16G IN PUNK PITT. 


Pittsburgh, May 27. 
Biz spotty. Abe Lyman helping 
roundly-panned ‘Pot o Gold’ over 
the hump at the Stanley, while ‘Love 
Crazy’ is doing first-rate at the Penn, 
Rest of town is in the doldrums. 
Estimates for This Week 


| Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 25-40) — 
‘Rage Heaven’ (M-G) and ‘Penalty’ 
|(M-G). Doesn’t look like much 
|more than $2,000, very tepid. Last 
| week, ‘Flame New Orleans’ (U), a 
| washout at around $3,300. 

| Fenn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
| 50)—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G). Lot of 
nice words in the press. Should 
touch at least $13,000 which is good 





,enough, and more, to send it to 
Warner for holiday session. Last 
week, “‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) all- 


right at $13,500, although it fell off 
somewhat after a fast start. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)—‘Hamil- 
fon Woman’ (UA) (3d wk). Brought 
here after first playing Penn and 
|then Warner, me Louis-Baer fight 
|pix were added on Sunday (25). 
| Around $3,200, allright. Last week, 
Per Doe’ (WB) (3d wk), about 


Their Nephew in Greece 


Robert Rubin, v.p. of Loew's, Wil-|" Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) 
liam J. Fadiman and Kenneth Mc-|—'Penny Serenade’ (Col) (2d wk). 


Anxiety is being felt by George | , 
and Spyros Skouras over the safety | Kenna, Metro's eastern and western | 
of their nephew, Thanos Skouras,| story editors, Julie Herne, head of | 
distributor in Athens. No word has the play department, Harry Rapf, | 
been received of his whereabouts ' producer, and Tim Whelan, director, | 
since the Germans invaded Greece. | will be taken in N. Y. federal court | 
Last report from Thanos Skouras | tomorrow (Thursday), hag been. 
| was while he was in the Greek filed in that court by Stephen Van 
| capital, but that was before the Giuck and Joseph Eisinger, authors. | 
Nazis took over. | They seek an injunction, accounting 

Thanos held the concession for|of profits, and damages against | 


;and may do bit above that. 


Doing about half what it did open- 


|ing stanza and stays for a third try. 


Should get better than $5,500 cur- 
rently, as against $10,500 getaway. 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 25-40-60) — 
‘Pot Gold’ (UA) and Abe Lyman’s 
band. Film getting scant attention, 
and most of the biz can be attributed 
to Lyman, Looks like around $16,000, 
Last 
week, ‘Magic Music’ (Par) and Diosa 
Costello-Ciro Rimac probably hit a 


Start of ‘The Remarkable Andrew’ distribution of numerous American Loew's ‘Murder Man,’ claiming the | 2¢w low for house at $9,000. 


is slated for June 30 at Paramount, 
following the elimination of contro- 
versial angles in the script. 

Brian Donlevy and William Holden 
are assigned to top roles. 


pictures in Greece. He is widely film to be a plagiarism of their play, | 
_ known in U. S. trade circles because “The Last Edition.’ ° 

| of his many visits to Americaf last; Play was written in 1933 and sub- 
|time to study American distribution mitted to Loew’s in July, 1934, but 
'and exhibition methods. | rejected. | 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50) — 
‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) (2d wk) 
moved here from Penn. Should grab 
poor $3,800. Last week, ‘Hamilton 
Woman’ (UA), also on move-over 
from ‘Penn, around $6,200. 





\ 
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VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 11 








Frisco Slow; ‘Crazy’ $17,000 Sole 
Bright Spot, 


enade’ (Col) and ‘Break News’ 
{Mono) (4th wk), $3,400, okay. 
Musie Box (Hamrick-Fvergreen) 
| (850; 30-40-50) ‘Wanted Wings’ (Par) 
(Par) (2d wk). 


© . - and ‘Magie Music’ 
| Moved from Paramount theatre, and 
Ings expecting a good $2,400. Last week, 
,‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and ‘Penalty’ (M-G) | 


| (4th wk), big $2,500. 








San Francisco, May 27. 


The b.o. depression continues in | 
full swing this week. Switch of, 
opening dates had three houses 
breaking new shows on Wednesday, 
which turnéd out to be the hottest 
day of the year, sloughing every- 
body. Only biz on the street is | 
being done by ‘Love Crazy’ at the | 
Paramount, 

Most peculiar situation concerns 
the run of ‘Fantasia,’ which was 
pulled off Sunday (25) while doing 
capacity, due to inability to get an 
extension. House changes operators 
and managers in behalf of RKO’s 
‘Citizen Kane’ opening tonight (27). 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
‘Wanted Wings’ (Par) and ‘Cowboy 
Blonde’ (20th) (2d wk). Will be 
lucky to touch $10,000. First week, 
disappointing $16,000. 

Geary (Curran) (1,286; 55-75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Kane’ (RKO). Opens to- 
night (27). ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) fin- 
ished its last (13th) week of eight 
days Sunday (25) with a sensational 
$12.000, after grabbing an amazing 
$13,000 on the 12th stanza. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—‘Little Men’ (RKO) and vaude. 
Efforts of Ella Logan, Butch & 
Buddy and Nick Lucas on the stage 
plus Louis-Baer fight pictures, over- 
coming the feature film for fair 
$14,000. Last week ‘Rookies Parade’ 
(Rep) and vaude, slim $11,500. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-50)—‘Dare Not Love’ (Col) and 
‘First Beau’ (Col). 
last the week, and won’t get over 
$6,500 if it does, brutal. Last week 
‘Flame New Orleans’ (U) and ‘Phan- 
torn Sub’ (Col), held eight days, $9,- 
000, not enough to warrant further 
holding. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 


50)—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Peo- | 


ple Kildare’ (M-G). Brightest spot 
on the street, with $17,000 probable. 
Last week ‘Broadcast’ (20th) 
‘Flight Destiny’ (WB) (2d wk) had 
a struggle to reach $8,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
50)—‘Broadcast’ (20th) and ‘Flight 
Destiny’ (WB) (moveover). Can't 
hope for more than $4,500. Last week 
moveover of ‘Wagons Roll’ (WB) 
and ‘Penalty’ (M-G), ditto. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
40-50)—Uncertain Feeling’ 


a mild $8,000. Last week, five days 
of ‘Dictator’ (UA) (6th wk) fell off 
to $4,500. 


Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-50) | 


—‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) and ‘Wash- 
ington Melodrama’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Fair $8,500. First week, not what it 
should have been at $12,500. 





Omaha Okay; ‘Crazy’ 
914G, ‘Dictator’ $9,200 


Omaha, May 27. 

Business picked up again this 
week after a slide into the doldrums. 
‘Great Dictator’ at the Omaha will 
wind up with a good $9,200. The 
Orpheum, too, is showing signs of 
life with ‘Love Crazy’ and ‘Trial of 
Mary Dugan.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
| (2.600; 30-40-50) ‘Cheyenne’ (U) and 


Key City Grosses ssi Ea Oot atone, al 


‘Wagons Roll’ 





(WB) and ‘Man Lost’ (U), $6,200, 

Estimated T good. | 
This Week.  g1.470,800  |,.Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-40)— 
seeses 2 9 09 one eu ‘Singing Hill’ (Rep) with ‘Midnight 

(Based on 26 cities, 182 thea- (jn Miami Revue’ on stage. Fair 


| $4.000. Last week, ‘Roar of Press’ | 


tres, chiefly first runs, tncluding 
N. Y.) |(Mono) and Major Bowes unit, $5,000, 


Dull and Dismal in L.A.; Love Crazy’ : 
$21,400, ‘Victory’ 106, Flame’ 13456, 
NT. Boosts Rookies’ to $9,000 


+ mie 
Los Angeles, May 27. 

Grosses are grovelling among the 

| bitter dregs and the immediate pros- 

pect of an upturn is not in the offing. 

|Old Sol has been beating down for 








Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 








May not even | 


and | 


(UA). | 
Despite nice reviews, won’t do over | 


Total Gross Same Week 
Last Wear... ..csccese $1,421,200 
(Based on 25 cities, 170 theatres) 


Strikes Knock Bottom 
Out of Minneapolis; 
‘Crazy’ Swift $8,000 


Minneapolis, May 27. 
Grosses still are going from ba 
to worse. Even cool, favorable 











weather apparently doesn’t help. An | 


epidemic of strikes undoubtedly is 
one of the reasons for the curtailed 
/entertainment buying which also has 
‘been hitting bowling, baseball, 
wrestling and other forms of amuse- 
ment as well as the show houses. 
| ‘Love Crazy,’ State offering, is 
really the only major money-making 
| attraction. 
| Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 28)— 
‘Murder Friends’ (20th) and ‘Wild 
Man Borneo’ (M-G), dual first- 
‘runs. In for five days and fair $1,200 
‘looks about all. ‘Vaquero’ (20th) 
and ‘Repent Leisure’ (RKO), also 
| dual first-runs, open today (27). Last 
|; week, ‘Mad Doctor’ (Par) and 
‘Monster Girl’ (Par), first-runs, very 
| big $2,200 in six days. 
| Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 28-39- 
44)—‘People Kildare’ (M-G). Very 
| bad, $1,200. Last week, ‘Men Boys 
|Town’ (M-G) (2d wk), bad $2,800 
| after tepid $6,300 first week at State. 
| Esquire (Berger) (290; 28-35)— 
| “Virgin Bride’ and ‘School for Hus- 
'bands’ (French). Sensationally ad- 
| vertised and good $1,500 indicated. 





| 


| 


d ‘Behind News’ (Rep) (2d run). 


} 
| 


| 
| 





| 


| 


| 
| 


'—‘Pot Gold’ 


| 
| 


| 


| wk). 


mild. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) | 
(3,039: 30-40-50)—‘Broadcast’ (20th) 
and ‘Rage Heaven’ (M-G). Fair) 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Wanted Wings’ | 
(Par) and ‘Magic Music’ (Par), $6,800, 
big. | 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40-50) 
—Wagons Roll’ (WB). Moved over 
from Orpheum for second week. 
Allright $2,800 sighted. Last week 
(21-35), ‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) and ‘Ends | 
Night’ (UA) (2d run), good $2,600. | 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- | 
30)—Thing Called Love’ (Col) and 
Slow 
$1,800. Last week, ‘Virginia’ (Par) 
and ‘Henry’ (Par), same. 





Topper in Wash. Is | 
‘Hamiiton’ With Mild — 
$16,500; Rest Droop 


Washington, May 27. 


This is still a ‘boom town,’ but! 
you'd never guess it looking over) 
the theatre grosses. ‘Hamilton | 
Woman,’ at Palace, is leading the 
town and disappointing at the same 
time with a mere $16,500, which 
shows how things stand. 

Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) | 
(UA), plus no-name 
stage show. Gone to pot with no 
gold, $13,500. Last week, ‘Uncertain 
Feeling’ (UA), sad $14,000. 
Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44) — 
‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) (2d wk, 2d 
run). Fourth downtown week fair 
enough $3,500. Last week, same 
film, good $5,000. | 
Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66) — 
‘John Doe’ (WB) plus vaude (2d 
Sustaining its pace for fair 


! 





|enough $14,500. Last week, average 


| Last week, ‘Thing Called Love’ (Col) 


(3d run), light $700. 


| Gopher (Par-Singer) 
| ‘Rage Heaven’ (M-G). Mild $1,800. 


Last week, ‘Victory’ (Par), bad 
$1,200 in six days. 
Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,300; 28- 


| 39-44)—‘Reaching Sun’ (Par). Being 
yanked after five terrible days and 
$1,000. Last week, ‘Nice Girl’ (U), 
| light $4,800. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 28-39-44) 
|—“Love Crazy’ (M-G). Running 
'away from the field at good $8,000, 
but very disappointing for eight 
days. Last week, ‘Broadcast’ (20th), 
| bad $4,200 in six days. 


Uptown (Par) (1,200; 28-39)— 
‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G). First 
nabe -showing. Reaching toward 
good $2,200. Last week, ‘Lady Eve’ 
(Par), first nabe showing, $2,000, 
okay. 


World (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Broadcast’ (20th) (2d wk). 
| Pulled after fifth day today for 


| (Col) 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30- | i,, 7.) cea ; “| 
40 — Dictator’ (UA) and ‘Scotland baw ng 1 erase COAY il —_ 
Yard (20th). Lively $9,200. Last | 550d $2,000 after strong $2,500 first | 
week ‘People Kildare’ (M-G) and | week 


‘Rage Heaven’ (M-G), light $6,800. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-30- 
40)—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Mary 
Dugan’ (M-G). Strong $9,500. Last 
week ‘Broadcast’ (20th) and ‘Henry’ 
(Par), extra good $11,000. 


_Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- | 
25-35-40)—‘Affectionately’ (WB) and | 
Nifty. | 


‘Singapore Woman’ (WB). 
$5,500. Last week ‘Man 
(U) and ‘Horror Island’ (U), satis- 
factory $4,200. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25) 
—‘Eve’ (Par), ‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO), 
split with ‘La Zonga’ (U), ‘Vivacious 
Lady’ (RKO) and ‘Dangerous Game’ 
(U). Good $900. 
berry Blonde’ (WB), ‘Tobacco Road’ 
(20th), split with ‘Footsteps Dark’ 
(WB), ‘Meet Chump’ (U) and ‘Play 
Girl’ (RKO), fair $800. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—‘Ridin’ Rainbow’ (Rep), ‘Jennie’ 
(20th) and ‘Frisco Docks’ (U), triple, 
split with ‘Shayne Detective’ (20th) 
‘Hitch Hike Heaven’ (Cap) an 
‘Texas Rangers Ride’ (Par), ‘High 
Sierra’ (WB), ‘Hudson’s Bay’ (20th). 
Fair $1,000 indicated. Last week 
‘Daniel Boone’ (Col), ‘Girl News’ 
(20th), ‘Arkansas Judge’ (Rep), tri- 
ple, split with ‘Victory’ (Par), ‘Con- 
demned to Live’ (Cap), ‘Buck Pri- 
vates’ (U) and ‘Back Street’ (U) and 
‘Son Cristo’ (UA), light $900. 

Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (960; 600; 300; 25)—‘Eve’ (Par) 
and ‘Girl, Guy’ (RKQ), split with 
Son Cristo’ (UA), ‘Vivacious Lady’ 
(RKO), and ‘Rangers Ride Again’ 
(Par), Fair $1,000. Last week 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB), ‘Tobacco 
Road’ (20th), split with ‘Footsteps 
Dark’ (WB), ‘Meet Chump’ (U) and 
‘Play Girl’ (RKO), medium $800. 


Monster’ 


Last week ‘Straw- | 





SEATTLE NOSEDIVES 


‘Broadcast’ Mild $4,500, But Best in | 


Town—Horror Bill Fine 





Seattle, May 27. 

Biz is again badly off, and little 
reason can be sighted except the 
opposition from ‘Ice Follies’ at the 
huge civic arena. Best gross goes to 
‘Great American Broadcast’ at the 
|!Paramount, and even that is barely 
fair. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 

(850: 30-40-50)—‘Devil and Miss 
Jones’ (RKO) and ‘Washington 
| Melodrama’ (M-G), dualed, coming 
|in from Fifth Avenue. Fair $2,200 is 
) all. ‘Fantasia’ in next week. Last 
| week, ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) (3d wk), 
Same. 
| Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-35)—‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and 
‘Road Show’ (UA) (2d run). Brutal 
$2,000, worst gross here in ages. 
Last week, ‘John Doe’ (WB) and 
‘Melody Three’ (RKO) (2d run), 
$2,600, fair. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,349: 30-40-50)—‘Pot Gold’ (UA) 
and ‘Scotland Yard’ (20th). Big cam- 
paign for former, but bad $1,600 
foreseen. Last week, ‘Miss Jones’ 
(RKO) and ‘Washingion Melodrama’ 
(M-G), $5,100, mild. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-40-50)— 
‘Horror Island’ «U) and ‘Man Made 
Monster’ (U). Billed as ‘double 
shock horror show,’ and _ sighting 
good $4.000. Last week, ‘Penny Ser- 


(998: 28)— | $1.65)—‘Kane’ (RKO) (2d wk). 


$18,500. 

Keith’s 75-$1.10- 
Just 
hanging on with n.s.g. $7,500. Last | 
week, barely got by with fair $9,500. | 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44)— 
‘Dare Not Love’ (Col). Anemic 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Penny Serenade’ 
(2d run) fair enough third 
week at same figure. 

National (1,300; 55-75-$1.10-$1.65) 
—‘Fantasia’ (Disney). Wound up 
last week (2) with healthy $12,500, 
approximately same as first week. 
Unless heat hits non-aircooled house, 


(RKO) (1,830; 


advance sale indicates third week 
close to same figure. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 28-55) — 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA). Leading 


the town, but can’t brag about its 
merely fair $16,500. Last week, 
‘Zanzibar’ (Par) (2d wk), still 
healthy $11,000. 


| Robbery’ (Rep). 


| ere $286,500 
(Based on 12 theatres) | 
Total Gross Same Week | fresco diversion. 
ey ere $297,800 | Even the usual sure-fire combina- 
(Based on 12 theatres) | tion of William Powell and Myrna 
2 Loy won't break out in a rash of 
fancy figures in ‘Love Crazy’ at the 
State and Chinese. Orpheum is in 
| there as a contender for top coin 


|a full week and chasing the citizens 
|to the beaches and other sites of al 











on meron 


Summer Hits Cincy; 


y , | With Nils Granlund’s girly show 
Crazy $12 000 But ‘from Florentine Gardens on the 
’ r) Stage. ‘Flame of New Orleans’ is 


‘ ‘ ’ pulling some Marlene Dietrich fol- 
: Affectionately N. Mf lowing but not in sufficient numbers 
to warrant any glow of optimism. 
| ‘Citizen Kane’ has hit the droopy 
eRe om Cineluneti, May zs. ; rg Mg a much longer tenant 
rade skidde o summer leve e apitan. 
last week when record May temper- | Estimates for This Week 
atures prevailed. Coney Island, top; Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516: 83c- 
amusement park hereabouts, and $1.10-$1.65) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
bathing pools opened their seasons, (17th wk). Weak $6,000, after last 
over the -weekend, creating addi-' week showed just under $7,000. 
tional outdoor opposish. Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034; 
Top b.o. currently is ‘Love Crazy’ | 30-44-55-75)—'Love Crazy’ (M-G) 
at the Palace. ‘Fantasia’ is off to a and ‘Sleepers West’ (20th). Fair 
fair start for its indef run at the | $9,400. Last week, ‘Broadcast’ (20th) 
Shubert, which switched from its | and ‘Washington Melodrama’ (M-G), 
vaudfilm policy and goes dark for sickly $7,200. 
eens Sen Be See Bt  sataae Sepatawe (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
Albee .(RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)—| appa Bol) yee ton, WB) ., and 
‘ , A J Thieves Fall Out’ (WB). Poor $5,000. 
Woman’s Face’ (M-G). Mild $9,500. | pact k. ‘Affecti ly’ 
Last week, ‘Broadcast’ (20th), slow ‘<r, Work, Arewenmeny Was and 
$8,500. ° | ‘Strange Alibi (WB), woeful $4,000. 
Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— | ¢,“)_ Capitan (RKO) (L571; 83c- 
‘Broadcast’ (20th). Moveover from | $!-10-$1.65 )— Kane’ (RKO) (3d wk). 
: Brutal matinee biz holding the gross 


Albee for second week. Terrible | 
‘73 >, down to $5,500. Last week, $7,200. 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Ziegfeld Girl Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 30-44- 


-G) ( ) ] ° r ; 
wy ag A ee {for > yl 55)—‘Major Barbara’ (UA) (3d wk). 


‘Vaquero’ (20th) and ‘Man Betrayed’ Going down, and best in sight $2,000. 
(Rep), split with ‘Singing Hills’| Folds after next week. Last week, 


Okay $2,000. Same last week for , Hawaii (G & S) (1,100; 30-44-55 )— 
‘Robbers Range’ (RKO) and ‘Foot-|‘Baker’s Wife’ (Film Alliance) and 
light Fever’ (RKO), divided with | ‘Let George Do It’ (Film Alliance), 
‘Invisible Ghost’ (Mono) and ‘Train | Around $2,800. ‘Baker’s Wife’ had a 

| eases earlier run at the neighborhood 
(1,430; 33-40-50)— | Esquire. Last week, ‘Lonesome Pine’ 





| (Rep) and ‘District Attorney’ (Rep). | a™ound $3,000. 


Grand (RKO) 
‘Affectionately’ (WB). Awful $2,500.| (Par) and ‘Stolen Life’ (Par), $2,100. 
Last week, ‘Flame New Orleans’ | Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
(U), poor $3,000. —‘Shining Victory’ (WB) and 
Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) | ‘Thieves Fall Out’ (WB). So-so 
—‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA). Switched | $5,000. Last week, ‘Affectionately’ 
from Palace for second week. Poor; (WB) and ‘Strange Alibi’ (WB), 


$3,000. 
(UA), alright $4,500. | 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)—|—‘Reokies Parade’ (Rep) and Nils 
‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G). Moveover | Granlund’s ‘Hollywood Revels’ on 
from Capitol for third week’s stay | the stage. Should top $9,000 with 
on front line. Satisfactory $3,500.' Granny’s stager accounting for bulk 
Last week, ‘Penny Serenade’ (Col), | of it. Last week, ‘Singing Hill’ (Rep) 
third Bp via Albee and Capitol, ! and ‘Free Easy’ (M-G), $5,800. 
limp $2,000. | Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-44-55)— 
Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50 )— | «Hlame New Orleans’ (U) and ‘Naval 
Love Crazy’ (M-G). Swell $12,000. | Academy’ (Col). So-so $7.000. Last 
Last week, ‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA), | wee, ‘Cheyenne’ «U) and ‘Black 


slow $8,500. x. 
Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 50-75-$1.50) | Ct (UV), $8300. 


Last week, ‘Topper Returns’ | poor $4,000. 
| Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 30-44-55) 


(3,585; 30-44-55- 


| ‘Fantasia’ (Disney). Fair $8,500. a tty: 
Will hold. House shutters for sum- fe oS ae b fp ol , dha = 

- after run on this pic. Last | *C?@r mber orcnestra On e 
os stage (2d wk). Easing off to around 


week, ‘Dare Not Love’ (Col) and Abe 
Lyman’s band heading vaude for $19,000 
final week of combo policy, favor- | ’ 4 , “ 
- 2° . FS ; RBKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-44-55)—~ 
500 at 33-44-60-cent scale. O14; ) 
able $9,500 : en . ined cent test; | ‘Flame New Orleans’ (U) and ‘Naval 


$12,500, after first week rolled up big 





Week of Patriotic Rallies Murders 
Philly; “Wings 


| Academy’ (Cel). Around $6,500. 
|Last week, ‘Cheyenne’ (U) and 
‘Black Cat’ (U), $7,900. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,404; 30-44- 
55-75)—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and 


‘Sleepers West’ (20th). Okay $12,- 
000. Last week, ‘Broadcast’ (20th) 
4 on y and ‘Washington Melodrama’ (M-G), 
| $9,100. 
| United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 





(Best Exploitation: Fox) 
Philadelphia, May 27. 
This week it’s a rash of patriotic 
rallies cutting into the b.o. Over the 
weekend the veterans organizations 
held memorial services and parades. 
Tomorrow (Wed.) a giant meeting 
will be held at Convention Hall by 
the ‘Save the Freedom Committee,’ 
at which Mayor LaGuardia and for- 
mer Ambassador William Bullitt will 
speak. The next night an America 
First rally is skedded at the Arena, 
featuring Col. Charles A. Lindbergh. 
On top of that Connie Mack’s Ath- 
letics had to perk up and begin at- 
tracting crowds. p 
Only two pictures are overcoming 
these obstacles and showing respect- 
able grosses: ‘I Wanted Wings’ and 
‘Penny Serenade.’ 
Exploitation palm goes to the Fox 


‘with the air show held at Wings 


Field, Ambler, last Sunday for the 
benefit of the Royal Air Force. It 
was one of the most elaborate film 
promotions ever held with a crowd 
of nearly 10,000 attending. Show 
was held under the auspices of 
Philly socialite sportsmen fliers with 
army aviators participating. Hit of 
the spectacle was a mass drop of 
parachute troops. There was a spe- 
cial screening of ‘Wanted Wings’ 
prior to the air event. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303: 35-46-57-62) 
—‘Topper Returns’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Hit hard along with the rest. Poor 
$6,300. Last week, equally miserable 


$7,500. 
(Sablosky) 35-46- 


Arcadia (600: 


, 57)—‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) (2d run) 


30-44-55)—Broadcast’ (20th) an 


‘ a 6 ail ‘Washington Melodrama’ (M-G). 
} 

Tat sao rokay’ $3,500. an | Diving to $1,800. Last week, ‘Zieg- 

: tagger |feld Girl’ (M-G) and ‘Uncertain 


Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68)— ing’ (TT 
‘Penny Serenade’ (Col). Kudos from | we Mag ER 296: 30-44-55) 
crix helping toward satisfactory $17,-| _ «proadeast’ (20th) and ‘Washington 
500. Last week’s third trip for ‘Ham-| ygjograma’ (M-G). Also in the 
ilton Woman’ (UA) a hefty $10,500. ‘depths with $3,600. Last week, ‘Zieg- 
Earle (WB) (2,350; 35-46-57-68-75) feld Girl’ (M-G) and ‘Uncertain 
—‘Adam’ (Col) with ‘Truth or Con- | Feeling’ (UA), slick $6,500. 
sequences’ and Victor McLaglan p.a. Ei ROIS Sel oe 
Fair to middling $19,000 for this | 
combo. Last week, ‘Sis Hopkins’ | 
(Rep) and Guy Lombardo orches- 


A Foot in the Clouds 
tra, n.s.h. $18,000. 


Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)— | a ad 
‘Wanted Wings’ (Par). Hollywood, May 27. 


ing the 
Topping the Olivia de Havilland shares with 


league with stocky $20,000. Last : 

week, ‘Broadcast’ (20th), a punk Fredric March the co-starring in the 

$12,800. religious picture, ‘One Foot in 
Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) Heaven.’ Production starts in July 

—‘Broadcast’ (20th) (2d run). Move- at Warners. 

over no hypo with sour $3,500. Last Hobart Bosworth, who starred 

week, ‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA) even when the current stars were ume 


worse with $3,000 for a second run. 
Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) (2d run). 
Satisfactory $4.500. Last week, ‘Miss | 
Jones’ (RKO), mediocre $4,000 for} 


second run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Affectionately’ (WB). - Takes the 
booby prize with terrible $7,500. 
‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) opens tomorrow 
(Wed.). Last week, ‘John Doe’ 
(WB) (2d wk), good for $10,500. 

Santon (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57)— | 
‘Penalty’ (M-G). Pulled after six 
days with fair $4,000. Last week, 
‘Flame of New Orleans’ (U), okay 
$4.800 


|known, is playing a character role, 


Shooting Up Florida 


Hotlywood, May 27. 

Metro’s outdoor marksmen winged 
everything worth shooting in the 
vicinity of Ocala, Florida, and 
fetched the footage home to be in- 
serted into the dramatic filming of 
‘The Yearling.’ 

Victor Fleming, directof, started 
the studio scenes on the Culver City 
lot with Spencer Tracy, Gene Eck- 
man and Ann Revere leading off 
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PREVIEW OF 
CLARK’S NEW 
PICTURE! 


Raves! Just raves! 


‘ Fox Theatre, Pomona, 


rocks audience with comedy 
and thrills of Clark 
Gable, Rosalind Russell 
in ‘Unholy Partners’”’ 
(title to be changed). 





JOAN’ 
AT CAPITOL, N. Y. 


“A Woman’s Face’’ starring 
Joan Crawford and 

Melvyn Douglas, packs 

big Capitol 3rd week! 

Held over 2nd week Pittsburgh, 
Detroit, Denver, Cleveland, 
Worcester, Frisco and more! 
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“LOVE CRAZY” 
IS OFF TOA 
FAST START! 


As predicted, 
just what the 
public craves 

today, the 
funniest film 


ever made and 
William Powell, 


Myrna Loy were 
never better! 
»® 


tte, 


“ZIEGFELD GIRL” 
SETS RECORD FOR 


HOLD-OVERS! , 
Three weeks at N. Y., f = 
Chicago, Frisco, Detroit, 
Buffalo, Oakland, Seattle, 
Denver, Worcester, Louisville. 
Two weeks in dozens of 
other spots! 


WOW! MARX 
- COMEDY IS 
. A HONEY! 


At Huntington Park, P. 
Calif., preview audience 
rolled in the aisles 
at first showing 

of ‘‘The Big Store,” 
big new Marx Bros. 
musical comedy 
with Tony Martin, 
gorgeous gals, 

and song hits! 


_ WAIT TILL 
YOU SEE 
“BILLY THE 
| KID"! 

. Screen it and 
@ see for yourself 
© Robert Taylor 
fa in the biggest 
meee outdoor Technicolor | 
sensation since 
“Northwest Passage.” 
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~ Josy Baker Blames It on Bananas 





But American Negro Star Actually Curbed From 
Madrid Stripping by Law 





Madrid, May 8. 

To disappointed Madrilenos who 
expected to see her appear in her 
abbreviated costumes of Paris days, 
dusky Josephine Baker explained 
that she’d eaten bananas and was so 
obliged to put on a dress. The truth 
is that the morality laws in Madrid 
are much stricter and would not ap- 
prove of the costumes that the dusky 
comedienne wore in her successful 
appearances at the Casino de Paris 
in the good old days. 

Nevertheless, the American re- 
turned to Madrid after a 10-year ab- 
sence and captured the town in her 
four-day performance at the Zar- 
zuela. They just loved her ad lib- 


bing and razzing and came back for 
more. There was not a seat to be 
had during her stay, seats being re- 
served many days in advance. 


Miss Baker left this week for Va- 
lencia, where she will have a three- 
day stand, and then one week at Bar- 
celona before returning to North 
Africa, where she spent the winter 
recovering from pneumonia. 


The American—she now has a 
French passport—will give 48 per- 
formances in North Africa, debuting 
at Tunis and winding up at Marra- 


kesh She will rest here during the 
sumi and then return to her home 
at Sa late in August. In Septem- 
ber s ill make a three-week tour 
of the ding Swiss theatres and then 
four ks in Free France. ‘Then a 


Central and South American tour of 
several months. 


The actress said she would not 


perform in Paris and revealed that | 


ynost actors prefer to perform in the 
free zone for personal and profes- 
sional reasons. She said that the 
French people are bitter towards the 


actors who’ve returned to Paris and! 


are collaborating with the Germans. 


She denied that she planned to re- 
marry soon. She added that ‘I’ve 
just come out of my second one and 
have no desire for a third plunge 
just now. I did get an offer in Lis- 
bon recently, but, hot dog, this is not 
the time to get hitched up again.’ 





Sam Burger Returns 
To N. Y. After M-G Tour 


Sam N. Burger, home office rep- 


returned to New York 
(26) from a four-month 
through principal  Latin- 
American countries. Burger repre- 


sented the company on deals for new 
theatre construction planned or con- 
templated, most of it in Argentina. 


partment, 
Monday 
Swing 


Burger likely will stay in N.Y. for | 
a month or more before starting on | 


his next foreign trek, which may 
take him to Australia. 





London in Wartime 








London, May 8. 


Pat Kirkwood off to military 
camps to give series of concerts to 
the troops. 





Canterbury Music Hall, 
vaudeville house in London, which 
has been operated as picture theatre 
in the last few years and recently 
closed, has been bombed. 





Leo Genn, now lieutenant in the | 


Army, has been given’ several 
months leave to do stage or picture 
work, 





Marion Harris pombed out of 
home for the third time and now 
recovering from pneumonia. 





Raymond Mould, of Elliot & 
Vivian office, joining the Royal Air 
Force. 





Only one flag—Union Jack—un- 
furled at Stratford-on-Avon, instead 
of usual international blaze of color 
in honor of Shakespeare’s birthday. 
George Hayes played title role in 
‘Richard II,’ this year’s special pres- 
entation at the Memorial theatre. 
Instead of the Mayoral lunch, only 
tea was served as a wartime 
economy. 











oldest | 





Teamsters Strike 


Continued from page 3 





sters’ picketing of legit houses was 
the threatened closing last night 
(Tuesday) of the Flatbush, Brooklyn, 


way circuit. Brooklyn stagehands 
local No. 1, under Tom Murtha, re- 
fused to walk through the picket 
lines, taking an opposite stance from 
the N.Y. stagehands. Also, the team- 
sters refused to move ‘White Cargo’ 
from the Flatbush to the Adams, 
Newark, where it also was to open 
last night. 

According to Bruce Levine, of the 
Brandt theatres, the teamsters were 
riled when ‘Aunt’s’ scenery and 
props were moved into Brooklyn by 
another union. Levine, however, 
said this was done only after the 
theatrical teamsters union refused to 
move the show. When the house 
on Monday and Tuesday offered to 
pay the teamsters union for a job 
it did not haul, the union turned 
down the offer and continued picket- 
ing. 

It’s now also indicated that there 
will be trouble trucking two legiters 
due to open on Broadway next week, 
and both may be forced to postpone 
the premieres. ‘Women Aren't 
Angels’ is dated to debut at the 
Broadhurst and, because it is com- 
ing from out-of-town, the teamsters 
situation is a hazard. ‘Snookie’ is 
the other show, opening at the 
Golden, but, if the setting is already 
in the theatre, it may open on sched- 
ule. 4 

Musical shows were picketed Sat- 
urday, but Monday (26) evening 
pickets did not show up at the 
Barrymore (‘Pal Joey’) nor the 46th 
Street (‘Panama Hattie’). Picketing 
is limited, however, the demonstra- 
tions being for short periods prior to 
the start of performances. 

Teamsters’ embroglio with the mu- 
Sicians stems from the haulers’ de- 
mands that they be put to work 
carrying musicians’ instruments into 
itheatres. In those cases where bands 
in New York transport instruments 
in trucks the teamsters demand that 
;}one of their union members must be 
|the driver. The musicians’ union, 
through James C. Petrillo, inter- 
national president, has nixed the 
teamsters’ demands, but doesn’t 
think the driving-of-trucks stipula- 
tion as silly.as the teamsters’ idea of 
(having a member on the sidewalk 





ling for musicians to drive up in 
taxis or personally-owned autos and 
then relieve the tooters’ of the job 
of carrying their own instruments. 
It would be ironical, one musician’s 
union official pointed out, for a pic- 
colo player, for instance, to hand 
{over his dainty instrument to a burly 
| truckman. 

On the other hand, Edward O’Don- 
nell, business agent for the team- 
|sters, stated Monday (26) that the 
|musicians would ‘have to make up 
their minds.’ 

‘Either they’re going to be mu- 
sicians, or they’re going to be truck- 
men,’ O’Donnell said, ‘but they can’t 
be both.’ He added: ‘We’re going to 
get what’s coming to us.’ 





sters union is only ‘» couple of hun- 
| dred.’ 


‘Helped IATSE for 30 Years’ 


O’Donnell appeared especially bit- 
ter towards the stagehands, whom, 
|he says, the teamsters have helped 
for 30 years. He claimed he didn’t 
|know who in the stagehands union 
| gave the men—many of whom he ad- 
|mitted were ‘nice guys’—orders to 
walk through the teamsters’ picket 
lines, but he said he would find out. 
Meanwhile, no shows employing 
stagehands can be moved in the city 
of New York, or from its environs to 
out-of-town spots. 

As a result, all the N. Y. theatres, 
whether bandfilmers or legit, using 
stagehands or musicians, or both, are 
innocently suffering from a jurisdic- 
tional dispute between unions. 
instance, the Radio City Music Hall 
and Center theatres, both of which 
‘employ regular house bands, with no 
instruments passing through the 
|stagedoors for months, are being 
‘picketed, as is, for another instance, 





‘the legit Fulton, where ‘Arsenic and | 


‘Old Lace,’ employing no musicians 
at all, is playing. 
Burnt at Tommy Tucker 
For the carrying or hauling of 
instruments, the team- 


| 


‘ musicians’ 


where ‘Charley’s Aunt’ was sched-' 
uled to open on its tour of the sub-' 


O’Donnell | 
stated the membership of the Team- 


For. 


'sters want $10 per man during the 
day, and $20 per man at night. 
|O’Donnell justifies this with the 
| claim that musicians often show up 
at theatres en masse in trucks, busses 
or cars, unloading their instruments 
much the same way as any act or 
|show unloads props and scenery. He 
‘also took a verbal slug at Tommy 
Tucker’s orch, which closed last 
Thursday night (15) at the Strand 
on Broadway. ; 

According to O’Donnell, Tucker 
told a teamsters union representa- 
tive that his musicians, when leav- 
ing the theatre after the last show, 
would individually carry out their 
instruments and take them to their 
respective hotels. Instead, O’Donnell 
claims, the musicians pulled the 
‘dirty trick’ of carrying their instru- 
ments to a garage up the street, 
where they loaded them into a truck 
and drove away. On top of that, 
O’Donnell claims, Tucker left tips 
for the stagehands and is alleged to 
have said, ‘I don’t want any of those 
blankety-blanks (meaning the team- 
sters) to have any of my money.’ 

Maestros’ Reaction 

Several leaders, when questioned 
about the idea of having teamsters 
drive their trucks, stated that they 
they would give up the wzse of such 
vehicles in N. Y. if such a rule went 
into effect. The teamsters, it’s under- 


Dutch Syndicate Joins Bidding 
For Maxwell's British Holdings 


ii 
— 





More Seats in Japan 


Tokyo, May 1. 
Motion picture theatres in Japan 
| aggregated 2,363 in 1940, according 
| to a survey made by the Home Min- 
|istry. This is an increase of 345 as 
against the total of 2,018 for the pre- 
vious year. 

The total attendance figure of 440,- 
| 274,671 people for last year also 
‘shows an increase of 20,487,451 as 
against the figure of 1939, which was 
419,787,220. 


100,000 Mex Vacationers 
Boost Amusement Biz 














Mexico City, May 27. 





stood, made no demands to put a 


to the provinces of thousands, and 


s 
~+ 
| 
} 
| 
| 
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Provinces and the Capital 


Amusement biz was boosted by a. 





London, May 27. 

The merry scramble by British 
financial interests for the control of 
‘the late John W. Maxwell’s majority 
holdings in the Associated British 
theatre empire and production com- 
pany has extended to a syndicate of 
Dutch financiers, it’s reported here, 
The latest bidders are said to be 
working in conjunction with Norbert 
Einstein, financial adviser to the 
_ Prudential Assurance Co., in the at- 
tempted takeover. 


The syndicate is reported to have 
2,000,000 British pounds (about 
| $8,000,000) frozen in England and 


In $40,000,000 in the United States. 


Other reports have it that a group 
of American film companies have a 
| bid in above the current market 
| quotation of six shillings per share 
| for the Maxwell stock. 





driver on vehicles going out of town. |paradox—the outflowing from here | ? : b 7D: 
AFM’s Brushoff | Par’s ‘Light Failed Big 


Petrillo and Jack Rosenberg, head 
of 802, are giving the teamsters’ de- | 
mands a complete brushoff. Both | 
are now in Washington on other. 
matters. Members of 802 were told | 
soon after the pickets began walk- | 
ing that the latter were to be dis- | 
regarded and to report to their re- | 
spective jobs as usual. Inasmuch as 
Teamsters, the American Federation | 
of Musicians and International Al- | 
liance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees are members of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, it puts the 
musicians and stagehands in the po- | 
|sition of crossing the picket line of 
an affiliate union. 

Truck and bus-driving jobs for 
which the teamsters are battling are 
now handled, in almost every in- 
stance, by young men who have no 
card except a driver's license. They 
pack trucks, drive to the next stop, 
if the band is on a one-nighter, un- 
load and set up the band stand, dis- 
tribute music, and do all the odd 
jobs necessary. They make it pos- 
sible for the men in their band to 
walk into a spot 10 minutes before 
the job is scheduled to begin, nick | 
up his horn and tune up and when 


the job is finished set the instrument ¢ Fausto, 


down and be on his way to the next 
stop, without worrying about mis- 
laying his instrument or library. | 
Both bandleaders and musicians 
share the cost of paying the drivers. | 


Ed Cohen in N. Y. | 


Edward Cohen, 20th-Fox manager 
in Venezuela, planed into New York 
Saturday (24). 

He will huddle with W. J. Hutch- 
inson, foreign manager, and look at 
new product before returning to his 
home post next month. 





resentative of -Metro’s foreign de- |in front of theatres’ stagedoors, wait- | 


| Were 


the influx here of thousands more 
—during the annual 10-day spring 
vacations of government employees 
who number around 100,000 vaca- 
tions, started May 22 and ends 
June 1. 

Local amusement places, particu- 
larly cinemas, stage show theatres 
and tent performances, got a big 


play from the out-of-towners. Cine- | 


mas in the prinvinces got good trade 


from the metropolitans while in gen- | 


eral provincial amusement pitches 
did ‘record’ biz. 


‘GONE’ STRONG $6,500 
IN HAVANA REPEAT 


Havana, May 20. 

In general Havana grosses went 
up for the week ending May 19. 
‘Gone With the Wind,’ at the scene 
of its $34,000 triumph last year, has 
made phenominal success for a re- 
peat. James Roosevelt’s ‘Pot 0’ 
Gold,’ running double feature, hits 
the week’s low. 

Esimates 
‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G), $6,500, repeat, neat, will run 
another fortnight. 

Encanto, ‘Playgirl,’ (RKO), $1,800, 
not so hot. 

Ameriea, ‘Back Street’ (U), $2,300, 
o.k., better than last week. 





Radio-Cine, ‘Pot o’ Gold’ (UA), 
and ‘Laughing at Danger’ (UA), 
$1,600, bad. 


Nacional, ‘Si Yo Fuera Rica’ (If I 
Rich’), (Argentine), $2,000, 
fair. ‘ 

Payret, ‘Escandelo’ (Chilean), $1,- 
600, fairly good considering this is 


| first Chilean flick to reach Havana. 





Mickey Mouse Is Rated Among 
Better U.S. Envoys of Goodwill 


-———- /_ 


Buenos Aires, May 27. | 

Intensive coverage of the Latin 
American market from headquarters | 
'here by Walt Disney—a move which 
many in all seriousness are already | 


claiming is a far smarter Pan- 
American goodwill gesture than 
many of the ideas cooked ‘up in 


Washington—is now getting under 
way. While Disney’s shorts have 
been a top draw here for years (so 
much so that the Nazi newsreel 
houses use them to get patrons for 
their propaganda), no wide-scale at- 
tempt has been made to promote 
other aspects of Mickey Mouse. 


Pointed out that the practical value 
of Disney tieups is the way kids here 
have developed a fondness for things 
U. S. via Mickey and Minnie. In- 


\in with S. A. 


|ing in promotion. 


ment of costs to the peso and mil- 


|reis market by using U. S. equip- 


ment, such as color plates, dyes, etc., 


| with which books, dolls, and a hun- 


dred other gimmicks using Disney 
characters will be produced locally. 

Disney himself may be down in 
July to give things a boost and tie 
preem of ‘Fantasia.’ 
Film is to be handled by RKO, as 
previously, with Civita’s office aid- 
Composite sound 
track will be used instead of the 
much touted Fantasound. 


86 for Quake Victims 


Mexico City, May 27. 











stituto Cultural Argentino Norte- 


i . leadin ro-U. S. or- | 1B é . 
pate iene ie Bs lief of earthquake victims in Colima, 


instance, has been 
teaching youngsters English via 
Mickey, Donald, ete. Other schools 
also use the same method, but have 


ganization, for 


wailed that the expense of getting | 


the dolls, books, etc., which tie up 
with the films, were more than they 
could reasonably put on the line. 
Disney’s plan—which fortunately 
does not talk too much about good 
' will—involves setting up local offices 
by Cesar Civita, personal Disney rep; 
more intensive publicity and adjust- 


National fund being raised for re- 


Jalisco and Michoacan states drew 
$38,000 (Mex) ($7,600 U. S.) for spe- 
cial performance staged by 66 local 
cinemas. The national picture work- 
ers union, taking wages of all its 
members, donated $3,000 (Mex) ($600 
Ls meee 

Other branches of the amusement 
industry are still making donations, 
‘sums that have not been announced 
but which are said to total several 
| thousand pesos 


| 


In Japan, but Censors 
Nix Three Boyer Films 


Tokyo, May 1. 
Paramount's ‘The Light That Fail- 
ed’ has not failed in Japan. The 
Japanese being a sentimental race, 
the film has gone over big. Has al- 
ready played two weeks at leading 
theatres, and still going strong. 


Charles Boyer’s films, such as 


| ‘Conquest,’ “Tovarich’ and ‘When To- 
' morrow Comes’ have been rejected by 


the censors and sent back to the 
States. The revised versions of 
‘Union Pacific,’ by Paramount, and 
‘Public Pays,’ by Metro, have been 
considered unfit for kids. 

‘Sincerity,’ newly imported by 
RKO, has passed the censorship of 
the Home Ministry and will be re- 


leased early in the summer. ‘Dr. 
Erlich’s Magic Bullet’ (WB), has 
been endorsed by the Education 


Ministry as an excellent film. 





Julian Soler to Play 


Bolivar in Mex. Pic 


Mexico City, May 27. 

Julian Soler, younger of the three 
brothers who are among Mexico’s 
ace dramatic actors, has been signed 
for the name role in ‘Simon Bolivar,’ 
the film biography of the Venezulean 
patriot, which is being readied for 
production here by Miguel Contreras 
Torres and Jesus Grovas. 

This picture is slated to cost $1,000,- 
000 (Mex) ($200,000 U. S.), most ever 
spent for a Mexican film, and is 
scheduled for fall release. 





Mex Stars’ U.S. Personais 


San Francisco, May 27. 
Herbert Rosener, foreign flick op- 


erator, now taking a flyer in im- 
ported flesh as well. Is handling 
personal appearance tour of three 


top Mexican film stars, Carlos Lopez 
(‘Chaflan’), Emma Roldan and Ra- 
fael Icardo, and will play them at his 
Clay here, together with a Spanish 


(not Mexican) film, ‘Molinos de 
Viento’ (‘Windmills’). 
Visiting Latin players currently 
are doing a week at Rosener’s Grand 
L.A. and will be spotted else- 


where along the Coast. 


More Antip Curbs 


Brisbane, April 30. 

Queensland government has set a 
standard form of contract which 
grants exhibs a 25% right of rejec- 
tion U. S. product. 

Move had been in the fire for a 
long span, andsnow brings Queens- 
land in line with New South Wales 
on the s.f.c. and rejection. It’s be- 
lieved here that, with a drop in prod- 


uct supplies, the 25% angle will not” 


be followed too rigidly. 





HAVANAN SUICIDES 
Havana, May 20. 

Wenworth E. Osborn, 52, shipping 
broker, suicided May 21. 

He was head of the Sevilla Bond- 
holder Corp. which recently began 
suit for $70,000 on charges of con- 
spiracy against Batisti and Cabezas, 
operators of the Sevilla hotel here. 
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and tell America’s 50,000,000 
women...THIS IS THEIR PICTURE! 


PT 4m 4) ? 
Fee SPS TY sor 
by de Be 


CP re ant 


Bi thrilling, throbbing story of a Texas 
cowboy who loveblitzes a lovely London 
lady’s,heart! Just the picture to get 
the women’s vote and that of the men 


they bring with them to the box office! 


with Patricia Morison + Billie Burke + John Loder « Dame May Whitty * Edmund Gwenn 
Reginald Denny + Billy Gilbert + Produced and Directed by Edward H. Griffith 


Screen Play by Virginia Van Upp e Based on a Play by John Van Druten 
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ALL OTHER BiZ UP BUT PIX. 


DEFENSE BOOM 
JUST A MIRAGE 


——_— - 


Keys Report That Picture 
Quality Is Not to Blame— 
Seemingly Defense Labor- 
ers Are Just Too Tired for 
Picture-Going—Or Is It, 
Just Tired of Pictures? 





BUYING STAPLES 


- 


Chicago, May 27. 

Managers of theatres, both motion 
picture and legitimate, are in a state 
of complete bewilderment. For 
months now they had been looking 
forward to ‘the boom.’ Aid for 
Britain, arms for American defense 
—and boom for the amusement in- 
dustry. That was the scheme of | 
things that the managers were sure 
of. But while there is aid for Brit- 
ain and the wheels of the mechanical 
industry are whirling at a record 
pace, the theatres’ wickets have 
slowed down to a stall. That is the 





situation throughout this territory. 


Chicago has run smack into its 
worst slump in years. Starting 
about mid-March, grosses started to 
Slide in picture and legit theatres 
and the slide is today still pro- 
nounced and still disheartening, The 
managers are casting about for alibis 
and excuses—and are actually blam- | 
ing the defense program for the | 
slump. | 


That defense program which had 
been figured as the big biz booster 
is now labeled the big biz buster. 
‘People are too busy working to go 
to theatres.’ ‘People are too tired 
to go to shows.’ ‘The war news has 
the people in the blue mood and not 
interested in entertainment.’ That | 
is the run of comment by the man- | 
agers. 

Vaude Took It On Chin 


Vaude took i on the chin brutally. | 
Some dozen vaude units which had | 
been going along well suddenly | 
closed. Money which they had ac- | 
cumulated during the winter van- | 
ished in a couple of weeks of poor 
percentage bookings. One unit | 
which played a weekend in Iowa at ! 
50-50 minus an initial deduction of 
$150 for stagehands and musicians, 
wound up owing the house $28. Ori- 
ental, which had been struggling 
along in the loop with a vaudfilm 
policy, has removed its vaude and 
now is trying a straight two-feature 
policy. 

In the legitimate field the big | 
Surefire attractions are failures in | 
Chicago at this time. ‘Hellzapop- | 
pin’,’ figured for a smash, came into | 
the 4,000-seat Auditorium at $3.30 
top, turned in ‘a pitiful $19,000 gross 
on its opening week. And managed 
that $19,000 only because it miracu- | 
lously happened to come up with 
$5,000 Saturday night. Helen Hayes, 
for years a Chicago cinch, is turning 
in weeks of $13,000-$14,000 against 
a potential of $24,000. In other 
times capacity would be taken for 
granted for Helen Hayes, who, in 
‘Twelfth Night,’ has the added b.o. 
aid in Maurice Evans as co-star. 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ a smash hit 
of the season, and regularly penciled 
in any legit manager’s book for $18,- 
000-$20,000, scrapes bottom in its 
second month at grosses nearer 10G. | 


| geles 
| managers think the naborhoods are 
| doing all the business, and vice versa. 


| regular patronage. 





momentum of defense building and 
rearmament work has thus far failed 
to result in any improvement at the 
b. 0. For example, there is San 
Diego, the No. 1 boom town of Cali- 
fornia with its plane industry, where 
grosses have also wilted badly. 

Until now the chart curve has 
been wavering between poor, fair and 
moderately good, but the turn is defi- 
nitely downward at the moment. 
Even exchange managers, who nor- 
mally regard exhibitor complaints 
with suspicion, admit that business 
is way off. Exhibitors, especially the 
small independent operators, are 
constantly before the wailing wall 
these days, but, according to one ma- 
jor exchange branch manager, ‘Jus- 
tifiably so this time.’ Virtually every 
major film company branch and dis- 
trict manager in this territory admits 
the b.o. doldrums to be self-evident. 

A considerable number of sure- 
money pictures have been nosediv- 
ing, with no reasonable explanation 
available. It can’t be blamed on the 
product, which is generally admitted 
to be on a par with last year’s re- 
leases. Some of the exchange man- 
agers consider themselves lucky to 
have on hand one or two top films 
which are doing well, but these are 
still getting less coin at the box- 
office than normally. By the same 
token exchange men are worried 
about what will happen to their run- 
of-the-mill product under current 
conditions. 

For a time theatre operators con- 
soled themselves with the thought 
that comparisons with last year were 


Extras’ Green Pastures 


Hollywood, May 27. 
Tops in bit and atmosphere play- 
ers, a total of 441 in one week, was 
registered at Columbia in seven 
pictures. 





Warburg's Report 
Consent Decree 


Concedes Film 
Fraught With Evils 





‘Texas’ used 155; ‘You’ll Never Get 
Rich,’ 92; ‘Mr. Jordan Comes to 
Town,’ 84; ‘Tillie the Toiler,’ 42; 
‘Girls From Panama,’ 22; ‘King of 
Dodge City,’ 27, and ‘Mystery Ship,’ 
19, 


Selling in blocks-of-five or less, 
| with trade-showings obligatory prior 
to contract negotiations, may have io 
be abandoned and new procedure 
devised in conformance with experi- 
ences under the consent decree 


a 
which becomes operative with the 
1941-42 product, it is stated in the 
ee first quarterly report of Paul Felix 
MARCH B. 0. 


Washington, May 27. 
Sickening thud marked the fall in 
| amusement business during March, 
| with the gross take dipping to the 
lowest point in nine months, accord- | Other forms of discrimination are 


| weak only in those instances where 


ing to the U. S. Treasury’s tax collec- - 
they do not 
tion report for April. Payments to 7 SO nat go See Geen ee es ee 


Uncle Sam were the smallest ledger- 
‘ed since the first month of stiffer | favoritism. 








ministrative committee for the 
American Arbitration Assn. 

Noting that the merits or evils of 
the various provisions of the decree 
must eventually prove tlemselves 
through experience, Warburg adds 
that it would be unfortunate to judge 
the success or failure of the decree 
as a unit, since it has been aimed 
at more than one channel of re- 





lishment of grievance machinery has 
achieved a technical advance in anti- 
trust enforcement, but says the pro- 





Warburg, chairman of the film ad- | 


| to theatres in one exchange district 
straint. He believes that the estab- | UPOM the simultaneous licensing of 


visions against clearance, run and. 


over-implication in denoting circuit | 
buying power as the sole cause of 


Warburg has this to say in his re- | 


sibility of abuse exists in the work. 
ings of the former practices, but 
_ whether the artificial compromise 
developed as a curative will relieve 
or only aggravate the evils inherent 
in the distribution system can be 
known only after the new procedures 
have had a fair trial.’ 

Burden of Costs 

| In another portion of his report, 
, the high AAA official declares: 

‘It is doubtful whether exhibitors 
can be expected to risk the burden 
of costs of arbitration (it has been 
estimated the average minimum cost 
to the losing party will be $75), 
where a distributor has illegally 
conditioned the licensing of pictures 


the pictures for theatres located in 


| other exchange districts, since the 
' distributor, if 


found guilty, must 
merely pay a nominal sum into the 
general arbitration fund and the 
complaining exhibitor receives no 


| direct relief, 


‘Similarly, the right to cancel 
short subjects, offensive pictures or 
additional blocks of features forced 
on the exhibitor as a condition to 


| off the beam because ‘Gone With the 


| Wind’ was hypoing grosses at about 
| the same time in 1940. Now opera- 
| tors find they have to go back sev- 
| eral years, where figures are avail- 
able, before they can find basis for 
comparison. 


Not Us, They Both Wail 


Curiously enough, in the Los An- 
district, downtown theatre 


If the boys would get together and 
compare notes they’d find that none 
of them is making any extra trips to 
the bank. 

Defense building has taken a lot of 
men and entire families out of circu- 


| lation as far as film houses are con- 


cerned. Night shifts have cut into 
Overtime work 
has left many too tired for theatre- 
going. 

One of the primary causes for the 
b.o. drop here ostensibly parallels 
that in other parts of the country. 
It’s the war psychosis. How long the 
decline in theatre receipts may con- 
tinue is anybody's guess, but in the 
opinion of chain operators here it’s 
one cf those transition periods which 
is usually followed by a return to 
normal. 


Nat'l Allied in Conclave 


Masterminds Whyfores 
Cleveland, May 27. 


Whys and wherefores of the mys- 
terious slump in movie business, de- 
spite the boom in defense spending, 


F ° | 
were discussed at a board of direc- 


tors meeting of the National Allied 
States Association, held here Mon- 
day (26). After taking a poll of 
their territories, representatives of 
indie exhibs came to the conclusion 
that boxoffice grosses are off from 
20-30% in general. 

Every one of the 17 convening ex- 
hibitors who spoke his piece on the 
problem gave a different possible 
reason for the drop. They ranged 
from (1) workers in various defense 
plants have more money, but they 
are spending it on autos, houses, old 
debts, etc.: (2) they are kept so busy 


i with overtime war orders that they 





| 


San Diego, Calif.’s No. 1 | 
Boomer, No Wow Today 
Los Angeles, May 27. | 


There's a lot of defense building | 
coin going into pay envelopes, but, 
less than ever coming out at the the- | 
atre box office. Payrolls are hitting | 
new highs weekly as the war indus- | 
tries swing into high, but wherever | 
the extra money is going, it’s not | 
in the picture houses. The nation- | 
wide slump in film grosses has be-| 
gun to make itself seriously felt in 
the Southern California territory | 
only during recent weeks. Receipts | 
are off from 15-40% by comparison | 
to last year at this time. Gathering 


haven’t the time to attend even nabe 
houses; (3) too many of them are 
afraid of a post-war depression and 
are saving their earnings; (4) living 
costs have gone up so high in the 
last two or three months that John 
Doe still doesn’t have enough dough 
for such luxury items as pix. 





Sternberg’s ‘Gesture’ 


Hollywood, May 27. 

Josef von Sternberg draws the di- 
recting assignment on ‘The Shang- 
hai Gesture,’ first Hollywood produc- 
tion by Arnold Pressburger, for- 
merly of Vienna. 

Picture goes into work on the Hal 
Roach lot early in July. UA re- 
leases. 


taxes, only $5,627,394. 
Fall was in accordance with the 


port: | the arbitration may extend well over 





seasonal trend in recent years, as the | 
March yield from the 10% bite has | 


been below the prior month—pre- | 


‘The selling practices imposed by ,4a month before any opinion is an- 
the decree, however, are of more nounced. As no exhibitor cen be 
questionable merit. Surely the pos- | expected to wait for a month prior 

——— | to discovering what pictures he has 
| available for playing, it would seem 





sumably due in part to Lent—in 1941, | 
| 1940, 1939 and 1938. 

The April coilection figure was 
only $1,220,297 better than the haul 
last August, which was the first 
month the amusement industry oper- 
ated under taxes beginning at 2lc 
and showed a dive of $1,496,831 un- 
der the peak Federal haul from the 
tariff schedule imposed last summer. 
| From the pace set in March, the 
April collections were off $1,477,526. 
Still ran $3,626,492 ahead of the yield 
in the corresponding 1940 stanza 
(when the starting point still was the 
4lc mark). For the first four months 
,of the current calendar year, the 
Federal Government has garnered 
$25,810,910 from amusement patrons, 
against a mere $7,831,130 for the 
same portion of 1940. 

On a fiscal year basis, by which 
Uncle Sam does his accounting, the 
wider tax is bringing in over four 
times the sum formerly obtained, 
which shows how remote are any 
hopes the bite may be put back to 
its old range. Treasury has marked 
up in 10 months of fiscal 1941 a total 
of $68,126,449 from amusements, com- 
pared with $21,957,910 during the 
whole of fiscal 1940. If patronage in 
April and May is up to par, the Fed- 
eral Government will pocket in the 
vicinity of $80,000,000 through the 
additional pennies on ducats. 


EXHIB’S SUIT KAYOED 
VS. SAM DEMBOW, JR. 








Reisman Reports 


advisable to amend the arbitration 
rules to provide for expedited hear- 
ings of such ‘forcing’ cases. In other 


|}instances the award may have to 


To Whitney All's 
OK in South Am. 


Real strides are being made in the 
Latin-Americas in the matter of im- 
proving the good neighbor policy, 
according to an initial report re- 
ceived by John Hay Whitney, head 
of the film division of the Rocke- 
feller Committee promoting hemi- 
pheric goodwill, from Phil Reisman, 
RKO foreign sales chief, now in 
South America. 
film 





Reisman heads the 
foreign manager 
group cooperating with Whitney. 
Understood another highlight of 
this prelim report reveals real evi- 
dence has been gathered that paid 
Nazi sabotage was back of recent 
cutbursts against American films. 
Reisman is expected back in New 
York early next month. Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr., one of Hollywood’s 
‘zoodwill ambassadors,’ presently in 
South America representing the 
Whitney program, is being satisfac- 
torily received in the Latin-Ameri- 
cas, according to latest word. 


companies’ 


Full report from Reisman on re- 
sults of his trip will be made to 
Whitney on his return in about two 


David -Stoneman’s suit against week Whitney plans’ meeting 
Sam Dembow, Jr., was dismissed by regularly with foreign managers 
the appellate division of the N. Y.| when they convene at the Hays cf- 
Supreme court Friday (23) when fice every other Thursday in orde1 
that body upheld a decision of su- to get their reaction and suggestions 
preme court Justice Louis A. Val- for promoting goodwill. 
ente unanimously. The action had Budget for the Whitney group 
sought damages of $70,886 and de- likely will be submitted in the next 
clared Denbow had made mislead- few weeks. It has been operating 


ing statements. 

Plaintiff claims that on April 15, 
1931, Dembow, a Paramount official, 
gave him a Paramount-Publix finan- 
cial statement purporting to show 
Paramount had assets of $14,000,000. 
On that basis plaintiff claims he sold 
the Empire theatre, Portland, Ore., 
to Par for $120,000, and accepted the 
word of Paramount to pay. Two 
years later Paramount went bank- 
rupt and the payments ceased. 


SITUASH IN HAND | 
Hollywood. May 27. 
Anne Shirley draws the femme 
lead in ‘The Marines Are Ready’ at 
RKO, with Victor McLaglen and 
Edmund Lowe as male toppers. 
Jack Hively directs and Howard 
Benedict produces. 


since last September. 

There were other evidences that 
the program for building Latin- 
American goodwill was making 
progress elsewhere—on the produc- 
tion end. Addison Durland, who 
started about a month ago as an as- 
sistant in the Hays office produc- 
tion code administration department 
on the Coast, is reported getting 
more into the swing of things. His 
duty is to see that nothing which 
would arouse ill-feeling in the Latin- 
Americas creeps into films. 

Kenneth Macgowan, who is han- 
dling the non-theatrical division for 
the Whitney group, believes the 
production end in Hollywood is be- 
coming more aware of the goodwill 
problem. 

hitney is due to sail with Reis- 


iman to Rio de Janeiro in mid-July. 


be made more appealing to the ex- 
hibitors or the Government be given 
power to invoke the arbitration ma- 
chinery.’ [Under the decree a hear- 
ing cannot be held on a complaint 
until 21 days have elapsed]. 

Referring to the Little Three, not 
party to the consent decree (Uni- 
versal, Columbia and United Art- 
ists), the film administrative chair- 
man says it is understandable why 
these companies should have deter- 
mined to remain aloof from the de- 
cree. He adds: 


‘All thfee.companies stand to gain 
sizable profits by operating on an 
annual contract basis, in the form of 
increased. licensing by unaffiliated 
exhibitors desirous of securing an 
assured backlog of product and thus 
placing themselves in a better posi- 
tion to bargain for the various small 
blocks offered by the consenting 
producers. 

‘The Government, however, is not 
only faced with the dilemitia of pro- 
ceedings against the intransigent de- 
fendants or confessing the weak- 
ness of its original case, but has ex- 
pressly obligated itself in the de- 
cree to secure selling restrictions on 
blockbooking and _ blind — selling 
equivalent to those imposed upon the 
consenting parties. This may be 
difficult for the Government to 
achieve, for the remaining defend- 
ants appear to be in a good strae 
tegic position to meet any subsequent 
Government attack.’ 


L.A.’s First Trial 


Los Angeles, May 27. 
The first local case to reach the 
American Arbitration Association 
has been adjourned until June 3 
after a day of testimony. 
Otis Lewis, operator of the Mis- 
ion Playhouse, San Gabriel, has 


charged the major distribution com- 
panies with unreasonable clearance. 





Bryant Wiest’s Beef 
Philadelphia, May 27. 

Arbitrator Roland J. Christy yes- 
terday (Mon.) heard arguments in 
the complaint of the Hollywood, 
Elizabethville, against Metro. Bry- 
ant Wiest, operator of the house, 
claimed that the exchange exercised 
unfair clearance prerogatives in 
favor of the Theatorium, Lykens, Pa, 
R. J. Budd, owner of the Theae- 
torium, who appeared as an ‘ine 
terested party’ objected to any 
change in the setup on the grounds 
he had made his contract with Metro 
and was in business long before the 
Hollywood was built. Christy took 

the case under advisement. 
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BILLY THE KID 


(With Songs) | 
(TECHNICOLOR) 
Hollywood, May 23. 


Metro release of Irving Asher produce- 


Stars Robert Taylor; features Brian 


Rig Ian Hunter, Mary Howard, Gene 
Lockhart, Lon Chaney, Jr. Directed by 
David Miller. Screenplay by Gene Fow- 
ler; story by Howard Emmett Rogers and 
Bradbury Foote, suggested by book, _ rhe 
Saga of Billy the Kid’ by Walter Noble 
Burns; camera, Leonard Smith and W il- | 
liam V. Skall; editor, Robert J. Kern; 
songs, Ormond B. Ruthven and Albert , 
Mannheimer Previewed in studio projec- 
tion room, May 22, '41. Running time, 94 
MINS. es 
ily Bomney.....seeecceere- Robert aylor 
om Sherwood .....seeeeee: .Brian Donlevy 
Eric Keating. ....0-eeereeeeeees Ian Hunter 
Edith KOAtING..ccccceccvcce Maly Howard 
Dan Hickey....-seeseerreess Gene Lockhart 
*Spike’ Hudson......---++- Lon Chaney, Jr. 
Tim Ward..ccccsscsesssecess Henry O'Neill 
Ed Bronson.......+-+-s+00% Guinn Williams 
Cass McAndrews, Sheriff......- Cy Kendall 
*Buzz’ Cobb......seceeesseceers Ted Adams 
Judge Blake......+--eeeeeees Frank Conlan 
Pedro Gonzales.....+.++eeee-- Frank Puglia 
Bart Hodges......-eeeeesees Mitchell Lewis 
Kirby Claxton. ....-eseeereeenes Dick Curtis 
Ed Shanahan.....-.eseseees Grant_ Withers 
WEUMROR. ccccccovcesecccoseve osueees Joe Yule 
Jesse Martin.....--ceeeesscecees Earl Gunn 
Pat Shanahan......cccccccceses Eddie Dunn 
*Bat’ SmitherS........e-eeccevees Carl Pitti 
Thad Decker......cccseess Kermit Maynard 
Mrs. Hanky......ccccccccvess Ethel Griffies 
Tom Pattersen.....cccccccecsees Chill Wills 
Sirs, PatterGeR. .ceccosecssevs Olive Blakeney 





The saga of Billy the Kid, famed 
bad man of the American southwest 
frontier, is again unfolded in this 
western production of ‘A’ negative 
cost. Although it plows familiar 


ground in both dramatic founda- 
tion and delivery, there’s sufficient 
action, riding and eye-catching vis- 
tas of the great open spaces via 
Technicolor photography to make 
for profitable biz in the regular key 
runs. B. o. strength will show fine 
gait in the subsequent and neighbor- 


. hood runs, where western settings 


in features of topline calibre click 
consistently. 

The actual tale of Billy the Kid’s 
outlawry, and his wizardry on a 
quick draw, has_ been repeated 
many times in books and historical 
documents. Metro produred a pre- 
vious version 10 years ago, with 
John Mack Brown as the rather 
whitewashed bad man, and his re- 
ported exploits have been repeated 
numerous times in other westerns 
of greater or lesser degree—with 
other characters essaying the Kid 
adventures. As a result, present 
screenplay and script take little 
dramatic license with the facts of 
the outlaw’s life. Situations induct- 
ed into other westerns crop up from 
time to time to remind audiences 
that the episodes are repetitious. 


Despite this condition, Howard 
Emmett Rogers and Bradbury Foote 
concocted an above par story from 
which Gene Fowler shaped a com- 
pact script that stresses action and 
minimum amount of dialog to carry 
it along. David Miller, promoted 
from directing two-reelers on the 
Metro lot, was drafted to pilot ‘Billy 
the Kid’ at the barrier. His direc- 
iton is crisp throughout, carrying 
the tale along at a consistently zippy 
pace, and generating the m@ximum 
amount of suspense possible from 
the oft-told tale. 


Robert Taylor’ will surprise, and 
make plenty of progress toward 
strongest marquee voltage, as a 
rough and tough man’s man type of 
western outlaw. Characterization 
puts a mat of hair on Taylor’s chest 
in a big way and opens new angles 
for future rugged assignments. 

Story picks up the desperado on 
entry into a frontier town of the 
southwest, where he temporarily 


joins up with the lawless gang of | 


Gene Lockhart. Meeting a boyhood 
pal of Silver City, Brian Donlevy, 
Billy shifts over to the latter’s out- 
fit, and comes under the kindly influ- 
ences of Ian Hunter and Mary How- 
ard. Progressing on the road tw re- 


generation, Billy reverts to a cold-, 


blooded and _ premeditated killer 
when Hunter is murdered by Lock- 
hart’s gang. The Kid gets his re- 
venge, knocking off those respon- 
sible, but in turn is killed by mar- 
shal and best friend Donlevy when 
he refuses to surrender for legal 
trial of his misdeeds. 

Technicolor photography of the 
backgrounds—made in the color- 
splashed Monument Valley—pro- 
vides eye-arresting vistas for the 
rides and chases that are interwoven. 
The high quality of the Technicolor 
photography, which dips more to 
shadings and pastels rather than 
splashes of colors, will add much to 
the b. o. punch of the picture. Leon- 
ard Smith and William Skall are 
credited with the photography, al- 
though the combo of Sid Wagner 
and Charles Boyle are responsible 


for most of the Monument Valley , 
footage as cameraman on the second | 


unit that covered that country. 


Donlevy is excellent as the pal of 
Billy, who, as frontier marshal 
fights it out with the desperado at 
the finish. Mary Howard is the girl, 
engaged to Donlevy, but secretly ad- 
mired by the Kid. Miss Howard has 
too little to do, but demonstrates 
ability to carry an assignment with 
prominence in most satisfactory 
fashion. Ian Hunter easily handles 
the role of the British rancher, while 
Gene Lockhart gives his usual effec- 
tive performance as the ruler of 
lawless frontier town. Two brief 
songs are used for incidental a 

alt. 


SHINING VICTORY | 


Hollywood, May 21. 
Warner Bros. release of Robert Lord 
production. Features Jamnes Stephenson, 
Geraldine Fitzgerald. Directed by Irving 





Rapper Screenplay by Howard Koch and 

Anne Froelick, from play, ‘Jupiter Laughs,’ | 
by A. J. Cronin; camera, James Wong 

liowe; editor, Warren Low; assist. direc- 

tor, Jesse Hibbs. Previewed at Warners 

Beverly, May 20, ‘41, Running time, | 
78 MINS. 

Dr. Paul Venner..cceces James Stephenson 

Dr. Mary Murray......Geraldine Fitzgerald 

Dr. Drewett...... 9600600 ee8se Donald Crisp 

Miss Leeming.........+++: Barbara O'Neil 

Tp, BMRB. cccecsscegncenevese Montagu Love 

Prof. Herman Von Reiter. ...Sig Ruman 

Dr. Thornton....... George P. Huntley, Jr. | 
Pn: BEEP coconeesedsveconess Richard Ainley 

a, DOO. cascnseccens ...Bruce Lester | 
ee a a ee .Leonard Mudie 

ee, PROG os crc cewescesssrecos Doris Lloyd 

Dr. BsterRaSy.racccccccsevces Frank Reicher 

Se. DONO. s 62440009006 Hermine Sterler 

CHIVERS. cc cccecdccocccccescoecs Billy Bevan 

PEias Demmi. .cce-coccceseces Clare Verdera | 
BE, CUBNND . 60 cb sedceseeanees Crauford Kent 

EET RO err rree eC 





‘Shining Victory’ is another A. J. 


fession. It’s a film version of his 


lay, ‘Jupiter Laughs,’ which had a} 
brief three-week run on Broadway | 


last September. As a straightforward 
exposition of the avenues of clinical 


research, picture might appeal to} 
but enter- | 


very limited audiences; 
tainment factors are missing to make 
it suitable for general bookings, ex- 
cept as a filler in the class houses, 

As in the play, picturization 
stresses the straight drama involved 
in medical research, unrelieved by 
comedy moments. 
to the latter is a brief and matter- 
of-fact love scene between the ab- 


sorbed scientist and his lovely as-' 


sistant. Screenplay by Howard 


Foch and Anne Froelick switches | 


several of the characters from the 
play script, but all of Dr. Cronin’s 
essentials are retained from the un- 
successful play. 

Story concerns James Stephenson, 
a brilliant young research scientist 
delving into the field of psycho- 
_biology. His original findings are 
brazenly appropriated by the head 
of a Budapest hospital, and he is 
chased from the country. Obtain- 
ing a research post in a Scottish 
sanitarium, Stephenson becomes im- 
mersed in his work, and rebels when 
given a woman medical interne, 
Geraldine Fitzgerald, as assistant. 
But girl organizes both the doctor 
and his lab, and the pair concen- 
trate on his experiments. With vic- 
tory in sight, the pair become en- 
gaged, but Miss Fitzgerald is killed 
in the laboratory fire in which she is 
able to save his records of treat- 
ments and formula. For her mem- 
ory, Stephenson decides to go to 
China on medical missionary work 
| planned by the girl. 

Despite the limited bookings in 
prospect for ‘Shining Victory,’ War- 
ners will salvage much from the ex- 
cellent performances of both Steph- 
enson and Miss Fitzgerald; and the 


crisp direction by Irving Rapper in| 


his first solo piloting job after be- 
ing around the studio for some time 
as dialog director. Despite their 
drab parts in this instance, Stephen- 
son and Miss Fitzgerald display act- 


ing abilities that entitle them to bet- | 


ter assignments in the future. Rap-| footage. Camera work by Karl, 
per demonstrates freshness in di- Struss is of high standard through- 
rection, although forced under wraps | out. Walt. 
with his first picture. | 
Donald Crisp turns in his usual |} 
high grade performance as the phil- | Milli 
gh ¢ on Dollar Ba 
osophical. doctor and closest friend | y 
of the researcher. Barbara O'Neil, | Werner Bros. production and release. | 
. sc t \ 4 y 0 - 
Montagu Love, Sig Ruman, George j1a "Reagan: fentuses Mae? Re eae . aA 
P. Huntley, Jr., and Billy Bevan are) patrick. Directed by Crrtis Bernhardt. 
most prominent in support. Walt. Screenplay by Casey Robinson, Richard 
} Macaulay, Jerry Wald from original by 
Leonard Spigelgass; camera, Charles 
Rosher; editor, Rudi Fehr, Previewed in 
. | 
| projection room, N. Y., May 21, ‘41, Run- 
Caught in the Draft | ning time, 102 MINS, 
Hollywood, May 24. eamein A ee Priscilla Lane 
: = ai NOR. MONET 6 6 okd ss cctervces Jeffrey Lynn 
Paramount release of B. G. De Sylva —— seth y od 
production, Stars Bob Hope, Dorothy La- atl gg ac toht....._. no. eran } 
mour; features Lynne Overman, Eddie | j ee tx tus eee et ete ryeas I SS oe 
Bracken, Clarence Kolb, Paul Hurst. Di- | Vive Galloway siciew Patrick 
rected by David Butler, Original story and | jy on pa Stree SaRTEREE RED EES G _— Westley 
screenplay by Harry Tugend; additional Flo. Se eee Se ee ot ee we Barbier | 
dialog, Wilkie C. Mahoney; camera, Karl he Datteres th Rte tet te SP OES es oho wv rem 
Struss; editur, Lrene Morra. Previewed at Mr. Sim cong righ ele ad dns. a - uailen 
Alexander, Gienaale, May 23, ‘41. Running Mes gael sin coat — * at 
time, 82 MINS, | George.¢.....cccccceccos ses. Richard Carle 
Don Bolton PE TTT ee Bob Hope | Ollie Ward......ccceseeeee. MJ0RN Ridgely 
Pony POIRAMNS...cocences Dorothy Lamour | Diana Bennet................Maris Wrixon 
NG 4% keawacdedticeaneas Lynne Overman | Callahan.......cccocccccccccces James Burke 
Bert. wet e teers eeeereseeeeee Eddie Bracken | Parkinson.........ccescsoecs Charles Halton 
Col, Peter Fairbanks........ Clarence Kolb | Alvie Grayson............... John Sheffield 
Sergeant Burns.......... Seerees Paul Hurst 
MOOR. fs ca venssccvecdsccccicccs ee nae miler 
MAarBie....ceeesecesesceveccee Phyllis Ruth Initially labeled ‘Miss Wheelwright 
CO WE . cscnorcccccccesnccess Irving Bacon ‘ = ee P it 
EE ak ee a iG NA Arthur Loft | Discovers America,’ this original 
Recruiting Sergeant.........Edgar Dearing 


‘Caught in the Draft’ inducts Bob 
Hope into the army and proceeds to 
put him through a course of training 
with maximum laugh results. In 
concentrating on the broadly humor- 
ous angles of rookie adventures, pic- 
ture shoots laughs in situation and 
dialog with machine-gun rapidity, 
and will hit topmark b.o. rating in 
both keys and subsequents for sum- 
mer bookings, 

Picture makes no pretext of being 
serious. Everything is set up to 
| generate hilarity, and the laughs 
come so rapidly th:t the ensuing 
dialog is lost in the uproar. Story 
is decidedly episodic, but that doesn’t 
matter. There’s a maximum of 
laugh content which is positive to 
hit audience fancy and pay off hand- 
somely at the wickets. 

Although Hope carries the major 
portion of the comedy responsibili- 
ties, he is aided in a big way by 
Lynne Overman, Eddie Bracken, 
Clarence Kolb and Paul Hurst. Dor- 


othy Lamour, as the daughter of the | 


_colonel, who eggs Hope into the 
;army and then battles for him in 
'whirls with her father, makes for a 





Closest approach | 





Miniature Reviews 
| 


‘Billy the Kid’ (M-G). Robert 
Taylor starred as famed western 
bad man in tale of frontier days. 
Profitable b.o. 
} ‘Shining Vietory’ (WB). Sci- 
entific medical research film for 
limited bookings in class duals. 
‘Caught in the Draft’ (Par). 
Bob Hope delivers smacko com- 
} edy of army training camp with 
machine gun rapidity. Top b.o. 
‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB). 
Overlong and unbelievable ro- 
mantic yarn. 
‘Time Out for Rhythm’ (Col). 


| Wodgepodge filmusical. A weak- 
ie. 

‘Well Digger's Daughter’ 
(French). Socko, starring Fer- 


del and Raimu. 
Cronin writing on the medical pro- | nance! an 


‘Naval Academy’ (Col). Fa- 
miliar prep school tale of‘ boys’ 
regeneration. Minor league B 
programmer. 

‘Desert Bandit’ (Rep). First- 
rate western meller, Don ‘Red’ 
Barry starring. 


| 








erfect setup for the laugh purposes 
intended. 

Hope is a film star, allergic to gun- 
fire. When the draft hits, he decides 
to marry and concludes Miss La- 


mour, daughter of an army Officer, | 


as his wife, will keep him out of the 
‘draft. Idea concocted by Hope and 
agent Overman for him to be re- 
jected by a recruiting sergeant back- 
fires—and Hope, Overman, and 
| stooge Bracken find themselves 
| dumped into the training camp. Trio 
‘go through series of broadly- 
| sketched rookie experiences, taking 
, advantage of every laugh angle, un- 
| til Hope finally saves a company 
from casualties in a mock battle, and 
gains promotion to corporal—there- 
‘by winning approval of the colonel 
‘and the girl. 

| Outstanding script by Harry Tug- 
|end utilizes every excuse on which 
'to hang broad and slapstick gags 
'that might happen in fact or fancy 
|in a training camp. Hope does duty 


' 


,as kitchen police, drives a tank for a | 


| wild ride, is transferred to the para- 
| chute troovs, and does guard eo A 
|}in long underwear. Everything adds 
up to maximum entertainment. 
| Hope indicates he’s on the road 
to a top comedy star attraction with 
his expert handling and timing of 
situations and dialog. Overman and 
| Bracken team up as excellent come- 
|die assistants, while Hurst is the 
tough top sergeant. -Kolb scores re- 
peatedly as the methodic colonel 
| who is the bane of Hope’s soldier- 
ing career—always around at the 
wrong time. 
David Butler’s direction is top- 
notch, milking all the laughs possi- 
ble out of the situations provided or 
| concocted. Butler cuts the laugh se- 
|; quences at the peaks, and catches 


| utmost audience reaction at the top, | 
refusing to tarry with extraneous | 


yarn by Leonard Spigelgass caused 
' quite a flurry in story departments 


a year or so ago and was tagged as | 


highly promising. Warner Bros. 
has given it a production and rum 
|ning time (102 minutes) commensu- 


rate with that advance billing. Un- 
|fortunately, screenwriters Casey 
|Robinson, Richard Macaulay and 
Jerry Wald were unable to extract 
|from the original what it promised, 
for the result is an unbelievable and 
, tedious strain on both the imagina- 
| tion and the seat of the pants. With 
' its moderately good marquee names 
‘and overfootage it will squeeze 
through for top billing in some sit- 
uations in the stix, but really rates 
no more than supporting rank, 


Yarn, as the trio of scripters has 
worked it out, is one’ of those mad- 
dening things in which, if only one 
|character had acted with the com- 
mon sense the audienc. there is en- 


titled to expect, never would have | 


been a story at all. Idea the writers 
had in mind is evident, but it didn’t 
come off. It was to give the puckish 
‘and semi-screwball icing to the film 
so that the.basic plot could be given 


| the brush-off by the spectator as not 
| mattering anyway. 

That icing on the pic is as ob- 
| vious as would be on Junior's birth- 
\day cake. It consists in part of what 
| WB apparently deemed snappy dia- 
| log. ut the ‘rapid-fire’ cross-talk 
| actually is a string of old gags that 
'a third-rate m.c. at a fourth-rate 
| bistro would have ducked.  Viz.: 
‘Don’t comb your hair with an egg 
beater’ and that equally venerable 
one about miners digging gold out 
of the ground only to sell it to the 
which buries it again 


' 


| government, 
at Fort Knox. 

Priscilla Lane, Jeffrey Lynn, Ron- 
ald Reagan and May Robson bear 
the weight of the interminable story 
and dialog with all the fortitude that 
can be expected. Miss Lane is pretty 
and pleasantly effervescent as a bar- 
gain-basement cutie whose sudden 
acquisition of $1,000,000 tears her 
between rich smoothie Jeffrey Lynn 
and sourpuss piano-player Ronald 
Reagan. If an usher, as you en- 
tered, handed you a card with the 
answer on it, you couldn’t be surer 
that the poor guy was ong to win 
Cinderella for the fadeout clinch. 

Youngsters weather the storm bet- 
ter than Miss Robson, who is some- 
what irritating as the filthily wealthy 
old gal who returns to America after 
31 years to right her pappy’s wrong 
by presenting his partner’s grand- 
‘daughter with moolah to the extent 
_of 1,900 G’s. Number of minor play- 
ers (characters in the cheapie board- 
ing house in which Miss Lane lives) 
overplay outrageously. 

Director Curtis (nee Kurt) Bern- 
_hardt tries hard to keep the film 
| moving at a decent pace, but it’s im- 
possible. Direction as a whole is 
undistinguished. And then there’s 
that old business again of report- 
'ers being very rude to an old lady 
and all shouting questions at once. 
Didn’t Hollywood a long time ago 





ly its own) of the men of the press 
as smelling of the corn cob? » 
erb. 


Time Out for Rhythm 


(MUSICAL) .- 
Hollywood, May 27. 


Columbia release of Irving Starr produce 
j; tion. Features Ann Miller, Rudy Vallee, 
Rosemary Lane, Allen Jenkins, Joan Mer- 
rill, Richard Lane. Directed» by Sidney 
; Salkow. Screenplay, Edmund L. Hartmann 
and Bert Lawrence; story by Bert Granet 
based upon play by Alex Ruben; songs, 
Sammy Cahn and Saul Chaplin; dances, 
| LeRoy Prinz; camera, Frarz F. Planer; 
editor, Arthur Seid; musica] director, M. 
W. Stoloff; assistant director, Bud Brill. 
| Previewed May 26, ‘41, in studio projection 
| room. Running time, 74 MINS, 

Ee Bn ct oc0nss sdedwacduns Ann Miller 
Be: a re Rudy Vallee 
Frances Lewis Rosemary Lane 
Off-Beat Davis Allen Jenkins 





BR ere ee ee Herself 
Mike Armsatrong.............. Richard Lane 
| James Anderson...,.......Stanley Andrews 
The Three Stooges 

Brenda & Cobina 


Six Hits and a Mies 
Eddie Durant’s Rhumba Orchestra 
Glen Gray and His Casa Loma Band 





Columbia tossed a carload of tal- 
ent into this filmusical attempt with 
inauspicious results. Dragging story, 
combined with dull direction that 
fails to accentuate production num- 
| bers and songs, leaves things in a 
}rather confusing state. Picture will 
ihave to be content with dual sup- 
| porting spots where audiences will 
not expect too much. 


lity, and only the tap dance numbers 


of Ann Miller and a few songs de- | 


livered by film newcomer Joan Mer- 


{rill (former night club warbler) 
momentarily lift the onlooker out 
of slumping seats. Rudy Vallee 


| demonstrates he’s better on the ra- 
dio than for pictures and his script 
part and direction doesn’t help any. 
Yarn concerns Vallee, Richard 
Lane and Allen Jenkins. First is 
the production idea man, Lane the 
| promoter, and Jenkins is Vallee’s 
pal. Joining up as agency partner- 
ship in producing shows for- tele- 
vision, splitup comes when Lane at- 
| tempts to inject Rosemary Lane into 
a star spot of the program in re- 
hearsal. Vallee decides to continue 
with new talent of Misses Miller and 
| Merrill; and finally uses Dick Lane’s 
night club to present the show for a 
Hollywood producer. Miss Lane 
then shows Richard Lane she’s more 
interested in a career than his mar- 
riage proposal. The show’s a suc- 
cess and the partnership resumed: 
Glen Gray and his band, Eddie 
Durant’s rhumba orchestra, and Six 
eHits and a Miss are inducted to help 


out on the musical side. Their rou- 
; tines, although tuneful, are sub-' 
jmerged in the hodgepodge. The 


a Stooges’ wander in and out 


with silly antics that might have 
gone over on the mutual burleycue 
wheel, but are just ridiculous pad- 
ding here. Brenda and Cobina are 
lost in the shuffle. 

Gray band’s Playing of one num- 
| ber is presented in a highly effective 
| stunt which highlights the instru- 
; ments in white on black background, 
| with performing musicians invisible. 
Even this innovation loses top poten- 
tentialities in unshowmanly han- 
dling. Best tune, which has a chance 
,for pop appeal, is the title number, 
with ‘Gentleman Prefers to Dance,’ 
|runner up. 

Production background, plus talent 
, assembled, indicates studio hit for a 
,nominal budgeter that might rise to 
‘A’ classification. Results demon- 
| Strate a bad aim for exhibitors. 

Walt. 


decide to bury that version (most-' 


Story never hits the line of credu- | 


| La Fille du Puisatier 


(‘Well-Digger’s Daughter’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
Casablanca, May 8. 


production. Stars Fere 
features, Josette Day, 
Charpini, Lineo Noro, Georges 
Grey. Story, scenario and direction, Mar- 
cel Pagnol; camera, Willy; music, Vincent 
Scotto. At Empire, Casablanca, French 
Morocco. Running time, 150 MINS, 








Marcel! 
' nandel, 


Pagnol 
Raimu; 
Tramel, 





The first pic to be started and 
completed since the Armistice, it 
,cleverly uses the war and post-war 
' period as a handy springboard from 
, which to relate a much-repeated 
‘love tale. Marcel Pagnol’s fine hand 
‘is seen throughout. Film recalls 
his former b.o. successes, ‘Mar- 
ius,’ ‘Fanny’ and ‘Caesar,’ although 
the story pattern comes nearer to 
‘Angele,’ another Pagnol hit. 

Cast is a positive marquee draw. 
Getting comedians Fernandel, Rai- 
mu, Charpini and Tramel together 
‘in one picture is getting the cream 
of French male humor under one 
roof. Fernandel and Raimu hit it 
| off to perfection, while Josette Day 
|adds the sweet, innocent, charming 
, touch. 
| Two and half hours is pretty long 
in the way of pictures, but in this 
case it is acceptable since the French 
|public now has limitations on its 
j}ammusements, Sitting through two 
/and one-half hours of Marcel Pag- 
/nol is not the worst substitute. The 
\pic has exploitation possibilities 
abroad, but will naturally have to be 
|eut for foreign market, although 
that’s going to be hard since every 
‘moment is crowded with action and 
humor. 
| Subject is old, but Pagnol gives it 
| the touch which lifts it above ordi- 
/nary level, while acting talent does 
;the rest. Like all of Pagnol’s sub- 
jects, this one is laid in the province 
with its.humor and rural touch. 

Miss Day, daughter of well-dig- 
ger Raimu and a close friend of her 
father’s assistant, Fernandel, meets 
Georges Grey, aviator son of wealthy 
shopkeeper Charpini and disappoint- 
ed, nagging wife Lineo Noro. Grey 
carries Day across brook and into 
land of romance. Grey, however, is 
an old hand with the girls, and Miss 
Day to him is just another in a long 
series of romances. Grey exploits 
her innoncence and she’s left with a 
baby. Of course all ends well. Grey 
is not dead, as reported from the 
| front, and he returns for the honor- 
able marriage. 
| Photography is good, direction and 
acting first rate. ilm tempo is fast 
'and regular throughout. 
| Film might have been improved 
by eliminating scene in which 
Marshal Petain makes his pathetic 
| speech to countrymen that armistice 
|} had been asked. It’s passable only 
for local consumption. Another 
conundrum is why Miss Day does up 
her hair as if she lived next door 
ito a hairdresser in Paris instead of 
living in a small village. Ravo. 


' GOLDEN GATE GIRL 


(U. S.-MADE CHINESE FILM) 


| Golden Gate Film Co. production. Dle- 

rected by Esther Eng. Photographed by J. 
Sunn. Script, dialog and editing, Moon 
Juan. At the Grand View, San Francisco. 
Running time, 110 MINS. 


| 
| 
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DRIOMINGR ss 6660.506660000 604d iets, Liu Nom 
55000 66:0:40660-00458040 56 Luk Won Fee 





(In Chinese) 

Initial production of a new outfit, 
the Golden Gate Film Co., ‘Golden 
Gate Girl,’ is the first feature-length 
Chinese talking picture ever made 
in San Francisco’s Chinatown. A 
version with English titles is now 
being readied. 

As far as can be gleaned from 
viewing the original in Chinese, film 
should do okay as a novelty in an 
English version and would be a nat- 
ural for benefit performances to 
raise money for Rice Bowl drives, 
etc. Story is easy to follow and is 
loaded with familiar scenes around 
Frisco, particularly Chinatown, but 
also the Waterfront, Golden Gate 
| Park, etc. 

Other exploitable angles include 
fact that the director is China’s only 
woman film director, Esther Eng, 
who has a flock of releases to her 
credit in China and made an Orien- 
tal film in Hollywood five years ago. 
Co-director Moon Quan (who also 
wrote the story, dialog, plays a part 
and edited the film) has been in pic- 
tures since 1915, much of the time 
in Hollywood, where he was techni- 
cal director for D. W. Griffith on 
‘Broken Blossoms’ and others. In 
China, Quan is a top producer, one 
of his major successes, ‘The Life 
Line,” a railrcad story, still going 
Strong after eight years. (A _ bat- 
| tered print did okay in Chinatown 
last month on its fifth return date). 

Story of ‘Golden Gate Girl’ has to 
/do with the student daughter of a 
stern Chinatown curio-shop owner 
| who disobeys her parent’s orders to 
| Stay away from the Chinese Opera. 
| Aided by the owner’s fat salesman, 
the gal sneaks away to a music club 
where she meets the star of the 
operatic. troupe and falls in love. 
| When the old man finds out what 
everyone else knows, he throws her 
/out and fires his salesman, promot- 
ing the cook to the job. The gal 
and singer wed, but latter eventually 
loses his job as a result of ostracism 
and has to return to China. Gal 


_meanwhile has a baby and dies. The 
(Continued on pzge 18) 
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18 FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 28, 1911 





is plenty of argument about the con- 
test, attendance may build. 
Projection is not speeded and aes 
‘ is evidently little cutting, no credits 
(Continued f rom page 16) other than the bare announcement 
salesman and cook do their best to of the event. At times there are 
bring about reconcillation for the eomments, but the sound track most- 
benefit of the child, ut the old man jy has the noise of the crowd. 
only fires the cook as well. The Principal point in dispute is 
two men take over a laundry and whether Louis flattened Baer after 
raise the infant, who grows up to the bell rang ending the sixth 
be the image of her mother. Both yound. Those with acute hearing 
roles are played by Tso Yee Man, gay the bell can be faintly heard and 
one of China’s top stars. At the then came the lethal sock. To the 
finale there’s a reconciliation all average onlooker the blow seemed 
around. to be legal enough. Referee Arthur 
Story has been nicely worked out, pPonovan insisted the bell rang at 
with plenty of comedy touches. the same instant that the punch was 
Wern. thrown. Other officials say it came 
three seconds after the round ended. 
With the bedlam of noise that ac- 
NAVAL ACADEMY companied Baer being batted to the 
anvas twice before in the sixth, | 
Hollywood, May 22. is understandable that neither the 
Columbia production and release. Fea- contestants nor the referee heard 
tures Freddie Bartholomew. Jimmy Lydon, 
Billy Cook. Directed by Erle C. Kenton. 
Original screenplay by David Silverstein, 


the bell. eS 

Over the radio it was stated that 
Gordon Righy, based on story by Robert Donovan asked Baer’s handlers if 
James Cosgriff; camera, John Samer: he would come out for the seventh 
editor, William Lyon; Asst. irector, a con't coen neil Hoff- 
Tommy Flood. Previewed in studio pro- round. That isnt see 3 , icted in 

jection room, May 21, ‘41. ,Running time, Man, Baer's manager, 1s picte 
/ the ring demanding that Louis be 


GOLDEN GATE GIRL 


65 MINS. 


Steve Kendall........ Freddie Rartholomew disqualified and because he _ re- 
t= ay R.. -eeeeet - dimly ack =Mained in the ring after the seventh- 

c MIDRE.. 0+ 0 68 06v00ecenseu 3 , 4 
Cen TOR. noc acicccsscces Pierre Watkin round bell struck, Baer was disqual- 
ee ee, ee Warren Ashe ified. It is shown, however, that 
Jimmy Henderson...........-- Douglas — Hoffman motioned to Baer not to 
Ray Cameron........+-s-.ce0s Warren oy . . ad onovan 
en GUND « 0.0.00 04040600004 James Butier rise from his stool. Ha D 


noticed the presence of Louis's sec- 
retary who climbed into the ring 
.Tommy Bupp he might just as well have disquali- 
“""Willinin Biees fied the champ. The fellow, a tall 
gteny colored guy with a straw }id, is 
there all right. 

It is questionable whether Baer 
could have lasted much longer even 
if he had not been felled for the 
third time. He absorbed so many 
punches prior to and during the 
sixth that it did not a _ 
Jeague B entry, to provide nominal for him to survive. But the fa 
dual support for the juvenile trade. he was not even cut from those 

Script takes advantage of every blows either indicates he — can 
formula situation available for the take it or Louis has started to 
subject at hand, and indicates hasty Slip. He certainly has more courage 
preparation. The regulation three than he is credited with and the 
youths are inducted as plebes and showing of the huge fighter is a far 
roommates. One is from a reform CTy from the time he quit to Gunnar 
school: the second from a naval fam- Barlund, a much smaller mittman. 
ily with plenty of seagoing tradition; Another thing, he did something 
and the third the spoiled son of a Which his once vaunted brother Max 
rich family. Kids go through regu- didn't do, and that was to sock it 
lar routine adventures, to all emerge into Louis. 
as exemplary examples of the Acad- Again it was shown that the 
emy training methods. champ is not positively invincible. 

Freddie Bartholomew, Jimmy Surprisingly sensational bit of the 
Lydon and Billy Cook are the three encounter came near the end of 
boys. Warren Ashe is most natura] round one, when a left hook sent 
in the supporting cast as the young Louis through the ropes. Had Baer 
officer with a sympathetic under- | not locked one leg with that of the 
standing of juvenile problems. | Champ's the Detroit Bomber might 
Neither cast nor director Erle C. have fallen into the press row. He 
Kenton can overcome synthetic and promptly climbed out and did not 
obviously static story deficiences. | seem disconcerted. 

? Walt. | Because of the controversy over 
siiiateagillitadilieatt ‘the match the picture should do well 


. /enough, except of course in the 
Yo Quiero Ser Bataclana 


south. On the strength of the show- 
(‘I Want to Be a Cherus Girl’) 


Bill Foster..................J0e Brown, Jr. 
Fred Bailey................-David Durand 
rere sia 
dan Weaster......... 
C.P.0. Caldwell.. 





This is another version of the re- 
generation of prep school boys 
through strict discipline. Here, the 
setting is a private naval school, 
but the story formula sails the same 
familiar course as many predeces- 
sors. ‘Naval Academy’ is a minor 


ing, the contender is still in the run- 
ning and the men may be rematched 


NE- _in the fall. Some experts think that 
ee oan | young Baer will be the rtext title 
(With Sengs) holder, quite possible judged from 
Buenos Aires, May 7. | the showing as filmed. 
Features Nini Marehail, Sabina "Omes, | .2hetgraphy is okay, but close-up 


shots in the dressing rooms after 

horry, Enrique Reldan, Roberto Blanco, | the match might have made the pic- 

Rosa Martin and Dstela Tayler. Written ture more attractive. However, 

and directed by Manuel Romero Reviewed present idea in filming fights is to 
3ro% ray satre ) # . $ . 

a® the Broadway theatre, Buenos Aires \show the match without extraneous 

frills. Ibee. 


Alicia Berrie, Segundo Pomar, Juan Carlos 





(In Spanish) 


Appearing in the role of ‘Catita,’ | 
a character she created for the radio, 
Nini Marshall, one of the top draws 


' DESERT BANDIT 


among Spanish-speaking actresses in | _ Republic release of George Sherman pro- 
South America, has here a musical a Stars Don ‘Red’ Barry; features 
4 ; “ illiam Haade, Lynn Merrick. Directed 
likely to click throughout Latindom. py George Sherman. Screenplay by Ren- 
It’s a small story in bedroom slip- nett Cohen, Eliot Gibbons from original 
pers, with a backstage theme which by Cohen; editor, Ray Snyder; camera, 
provides director Manuel Romero Wiliam Nobles; music, Cy Feuer.  Pre- 
‘ ; viewed im Projection Room, N. Y., May w2, 
basis for a fast-moving amusing ‘41. Running time, 56 MINS. 
comedy. 2 d ng ee Ae re Don ‘Red’ Barry 
As usual, Romero has written his Sue Martin..................Lynn Merricl 
script, and while well put together, Uargo.... psec . William H 
it is not too original. Plot is one of , f/m Martin... + -Zames Chet 
those very involved things in which Caginin ihabnine ated Tom Chat oan 
Nini Marshall saves the company Ordway..................... .Tom Ewell 
from being tossed out of their thea- a, settee eens : melee Bteange 
- ; ie = oi -Bone..... ( ries FR. Moore 
tre in a finish that one local re- Sheriff Warde.. . me siaeaen 


viewer compared to a ‘David Wark 
Griffith epic.’ Although her role is 
apart. from the main plot, she doesn't 
let that stop her and constantly advances Don ‘Red’ Barry as a head- 
dominates the screen. Her clown- liner in oats operas, and at the same 
ing, especially in a parody of Saint time enhances the prestige of Re- 
Saens’ ‘Death of a Swan,’ is a litthe public as producer of bw. outdoor 





This latest Texas Ranger western 


like Fanny Brice with a Spanish ac- ‘sagas. “Desert Bandit’ rates high in 
cent. There is a little double en- original treatment and fast-gaited 
tendre which Latins like in their direction for a familiarly patterned 


films, but it’s kept well in hand. 
Revue scenes, directed by Merce- 


cactus meller. 
{ Gun smuggling along the Mexican 
des H. Quintana and carried out by order accounts for all the shooting. 
her dance group, are excellent. [he familiar unfaithful new recruit 
Music by Rodolfo Scianarella, and ‘+o the Rangers angle is taken care 
played by the tango orchestra of of when the suspected disloyal mem- 
Juan d’Arienzo, also very likely tO per is shot down in cold blood by a 
save a large sheet music and disc dishonest sheriff, in cahoots with the 
sale. Ray. smuggling gang. After that, the plot 
swerves into the old groove of hav- 
ing dauntless corporal Don Barry 
LOUIS-BAER FIGHT —— a a ee discharged 
eRe wae : "i anger in order to fathom the rami- 
Stadion Washington Dee, ae ath fications of the gun runner outfit. 
Reavyweight Shamplenship. Serivetn _ Unlike numerous other westerns, 
— toe” tien te SRT ato, there is a minimum of chases and 
N. Y. Running time, 18 MINS, gunplay. And when there is a 
plethora of galloping ponies and 
tossing of lead, there’s always a rea- 
son. Film consequently is that much 
swifter in action and in riveting in- 
terest. Pistol duel between the 
‘Citizen Kane,’ the Rialto, indie Ranger corporal and the shrewd 
house which also gets fight first gang leader serves as a realistic cli- 
runs, is showing the film in Times ™4*-, 
Square. Booked in rather unex- Barry looks and acts like a rugged 
pectedly there was no time for ex- Texas Ranger as the corporal who 
ploitation and early this week there brings the smugglers to justice. He 
was doubt that the picture was an manages to make the character live 
especial draw. However, as there without the usual mugging and 





Disputed but sensational boxing 
contest between Joe Louis, the 
champ, and Buddy Baer, the ccn- 
tender, is showing in RKO houses, 
but with the Palace occupied by 


heroics. William Haade, as Largo, 
active smuggler chief, differs from 
the run-of-mill western outlaws In 
that he is intelligent enough to duck 
most of the pitfalls laid by the law. 
Character is almost a mild one con- 
trasted to that of the sub-villain, 
Dick Wessel, and Robert Strange, as 
banker Hatfield, the undercover 
leader of the gun runners. : 
Comely Lynn Merrick provides 
the romantic angle in her slight love 
affair with the corporal. Support is 
topped by James Gillette. likely new 
juvenile, Tom Chatterton, Ernie 
Stanton and Charles R. Moore, last a 
colored comic ranch cook. 
Cameraman William Nobles con- 
tributes a slick job on the pic- 
turesque outdoor scenes. George 
Sherman directed and produced with 
marked skill. Wear. 


DANNY BOY 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
(With Songs) 
London, May 1. 


Rutcher’s Film Service release of But- 
cher Signet Production. Stars Ann Todd, 
Wilfred Lawson. Directed by Oswald Mit- 


chell. Screen play, Vera Allinson. Cam- 
era, Stephen Dade. At Cambridge, Lon- 
don. Running time, 80 MINS. 

ON reer errr Try. David Farrar 
Newton weeeeses+-s--- Wilfred Lawson 
RE: ctadede+. ab” w Set anedhadadane Ann Todd 
EE ..5a4044 006064 000400600004 Grant Tyler 
CN a occ secedntonsieanssaed John Warwick 
PidGlootinkss. ......cccccccccs Wylie Watson 
DROIT <00 nw 6 6 0000904406 000008 ..Tony Quin 
Mre. Maloney. weccccccee Oran Gerden 
RERSUIET oc 0 00 0.00:000008000000005 Pat Lennox 
PNG. 264646 44400000000000008 Albert Whelan 
CID «00.00 206 0205020000005 4 Harry Herbert 





Low budgeter suffers nearly all 
the way from that complex and fails 
to get much from the well-tried 
hokum of its story. It will ring no 
bells in any particular location, but 
may be good for some tear-jerking 
from the avidly sentimental. Shaped 
for the masses, feature will get some 
help from the three or four tunes it 
serves. 

Loose diréction and a weak script 
are mainly responsible for the let- 
down in story’s basic appeal of 
mother-love. Yarn turns on the re- 
turn of Ann Todd from Broadway | 
when Britain goes to war, in hopes | 
of finding young son and a divorced | 
husband. She’d walked out on lat- | 
ter when pair were doing a vaude 
act in the small-time. Film wanders 
around from there in stretching it- 
self out to full feature length, con- 
cerning itself with a rich admirer 
who is eventually responsible for 
bringing the busted pair together 
again. Father and son are by that 
time down to playing for nickels in 
the streets. 


Wilfred Lawson meanders through | 


| the picture as a variety agent; he | 


manages to make much of very lLit- 
tle. Remainder of .the cast so-so, 
having a tough time with the mate- 
rial. Wylie Watson, as an eccentric 
keeper of a dead-beat dive, suc- 
ceeds in clocking a few laughs. 

The Irish should not be confused 
by the title; it has to do merely 
with the song the mother used to 
sing to her kid, Danny, before the 
parting. Grant Tyler doesn’t im- 
press in the kid role. 


A couple of pop tunes are well 
handled by a dubbed voice for Ann 
Todd. Whoever does the singing de- 
serves credit. Peter Mancnester 
does well with ‘Mountains of 
Mourne’ in the final sequence, where 
the street musiciams are hired to 


provide entertainment at a ritzy 
hotel. 
(15-CHAPTER SERIAL) 

Republic release of Hiram S. Brown, Jr., 
production, Features Frances Gifford, Tom 
Neal. Directed by William Whitney and 
John English. Screenplay by Ronald David- 
son, Norman SS, Hall, William Lively, 
Joseph O'Donnell, Joseph F. Poland, A 
Fred Batson; based on Edgar Rice Bur- 
roughs’ novel, ‘Jungle Girl’; editors, Ed- 
ward Todd, William Thompson; camera, 
Reggie Lanning. Previewed in Projection 
Room, N. Y., May 22, °41. Running time, 
‘Death by Voodoo,’ first chapter, 29 MINS. 
‘Queen of Beasts,’ second chapter, 17 
MINS. 

EL. c,h ama cue « .+e.+-Frances§ Gifford 
Jack Stanton -soacekom Neal 
Meredith- Bradley Trevor Bardette 
Slick Latimer, Gerald Mohr 
Murly Rogers ..Eddie Acuff 
Shamba. 7 Frank Lackteen 
Wakimbu...... Tommy Cook 
Bontbo... cece. Robert Barron 
Eitembi..cecocss: eoccccsccccKl Kikume 
On ks c00ass< --..-Bud Geary 
POEL. «6046-0508 eecceces -Al Taylor 
BONG... ++. ‘ ‘ weeeeeeedO@ McGuinn 
ume dslon Chick... ...cscscecs ...Jerry Frank 
Munanga Kenneth Terre}! 


This is virtually the first serial to 
come along with a comely femme as 
Star since the time Pearl White won 
attention with her ‘Perils of Pauline’ 
and Ruth Roland cavorted in excit- 
ing weekly _ episodes. Opening 
chapter sort of overlooks emphasis 
on the ‘jungle girl’ because so many 
characters are being introduced but 
the second indicates future buildup 
for the female Tarzan. Without such 
stress on the feminine lure, this 
might well slump into just another 
serial for the juveniles. 

Exhibitors have a good name to 
sell in Edgar Rice Burroughs, who 
authored the original novel bearing 
the same title as the picture, if his 
rep as writer of the Tarzan tales is 
recalled. Character as done in 
‘Jungle Girl’ is virtually a femme 
counterpart of this lusty jungle ath- 
lete. She’s known as Nyoka, dresses 
in abbreviated jungle garb and 
swings from tree to tree with the 


initial 
to be 


Her 
she’s 


same skill as Tarzan. 
adventures hint that 
nearly as athletic, too. 

In the first two chapters, the 
jungle Tarzan rescues 2 white man 
from drowning, is nearly b 
twice at the stake, sparkles in two 
underwater shots and comes out vic- 
torious when c 
armed only with a dagger. Major 
plot thread concerns a band of 
crooks seeking coveted diamonds, 
held by African natives, and the 
efforts of the jungle girl to outguess 
the thieves and a conspiring tribal 
medicine man. The girl has been 
brought up in the jungle by her 
medico father, who's been driven 
from civilization by the crimes of 
his twin brother. ‘Course, the twin 
brother kills the real physician and 
attempts to take the place of the 
girl's father long enough to steal the 
diamonds. 

Frances Gifford appears ideally 
fitted as the athletic femme Tarzan, 
the role of Nyoka, combining physi- 


_cal attributes with fair acting ability 


which is wasted on blah dialog. Tom 
Neal, as the one upright gent in the 
gang of crooks, appears destined to 
carry on the hero burden, but 
neatly. Trevor Bardette plays the 
dual role of the good doctor and 
crooked twin brother, shifting over 
to the villain character in the open- 
ing chapter when the medico is 
slain. 

Other vital players are Gerald 
Mohr, as scheming second lieutenant 
of the gangsters; Frank Lackteen, as 
Shamba, witch doctor: Robert Bar- 
ron, Tommy Cook, Eddie Acuff and 
Al Kikume. 

Presence of six scripters on the 
screen writing staff indicates story 
difficulties in working out some of 
the chapters. Hiram S. Brown, Jr., 
who’s produced other serials, has 
given the serial trim backgrounding 
while directors William Whitney and 
John English, who've worked on his 
serials before, do well enough with 
the material at hand. ear. 


La Casa De Los Cuervos 


(‘The House of the Crows’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 


Buenos Aires, May 7. 


Argentine Soro Film production and re- 
lease. Features Luis Aldas, Amelia Bence, 
Elsa O'Conner, Miguel Gomez Rao, Elisar- 
Go Santalla, Vilma Vidal, Frolian Varela, 
Emilie Gola, Dario Cossier, Silvia Legrand 
and Jorge Villoldo. Based en a novel by 
Gustavo Martinez Zuviria (Hugo Wast) 
and directed by Carlos Borcosque. Re- 
viewed at the Monumental theatre in 
Buenes Aires. 





(In Spanish) 


This screen version of ‘La Casa de 
los Cuervos,’ based on the best- 
selling Argentine novel of Dr. Gus- 
tavo Martinez Zuviria (Hugo Wast), 
looks like a natural for remake in 
the States. It has a broad, historical 
background, plenty of action and a 
good romantic story, plus the fact 
that it is popular throughout Span- 
ish countries. The book has been 
printed in English, German, Italian, 
Portuguese, Russian, Swedish, Dan- 
ish and Czech. 

Although written in 1916, the fact 
that the story is laic in the revolu- 
tionary period around 1877 has pre- 
vented any dating of the film. Di- 
rector Carlos Borcosque, who also 
did the adaption, while fully follow- 
ing the characteristics of the book, 
has given it a spirited atmosphere 
and tightened characterizations for 
the screen. Narrative is agile, conti- 
nuity good and the romantic epi- 
sodes well-constructed. Document- 
ary aspects, often a sore point with 
local critics, have been carefully 
watched, and as a result the film has 
received rave notices. 

Story tells of a captain (Luis 
Aldas) who is the guiding spirit of a 
revolutionary attempt in the Prov- 
ince of Santa Fe. In the course of 
the battle he kills the brother of a 
youg woman to whose home he is 
taken wounded after the revolution 
fails. Romance develops, but is in- 
terrupted by the girl friend of the 
dead brother and the captain goes 
out to find death in a new revolu- 


tionary campaign. Story, while 
brief, is much more than the plot 
outline indicates. Battle scenes, 


done on a large scale unusual in 
Argentine films, art excellently han 
dled. Chief difficulty is that the 
action is sometimes more mechani- 
cal than logical and parts of the 
dialog are declamatory. 


Aldas does well, especially con- 
sidering fact that it's his first pic- 
ture. Elsa O'Connor, a leading stage 
actress, also draws favorable com- 
ment, and Amelia Bence shows 
much improvement over previous 
local efforts. Ray. 





TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywdoed, May 27. 


‘Out of the Fog’ is third title for a 
Warner picture which started out as 


‘The Gentle People’ and was 
changed, temporarily, to ‘Danger | 
Harbor.’ 


‘The Big Store’ is release tag on 
‘Bargain Basement’ at Metro. 

Warners shifted from “The Maltese 
Falcon’ to ‘Knight of Malta.’ 

‘Dumbo of the Circus’ is new han- 
dle on Walt Disney’s ‘Dumbo.’ 

‘Iwo Latins from Manhattan’ is 
release handle on ‘Girls from Pan- 
ama’ at Columbia. 

‘Back Door to Happiness’ shifted 
to ‘Gabriel Toots His Horn’ at Re- 
public. 


pitted against a lion, | 














| _Berlin-Bernie | 


explained that USO officials told 
him, when he (Rose) was trying to 
line up contralto Marian Anderson 
for the show, that they wanted to 
collect money frem the south and, 
therefore, to duck colored perform- 
ers. 
Berlin Balks 

Berlin and Bernie, at this infor- 
mation, are declared to have become 
enraged. The songwriter, who was 
on hand to sing his ‘God Bless 
America,’ volubly declared that a 
democracy belonged to all the peo- 
ple, black or white, and that Robin- 
son must be allowed to go on. Ber- 
nie was equally vociferous and Rose 
quickly agreed that the pair was 
right, and told the maestro mc. to 
introduce him. 

Rose declared later that he had 
no instructions about Negroes in the 
show, the only difficulty being that 
Robinson was not slated to perform 
and had not participated in the re- 
hearsal. He said that when Bernie 
told him it would be okay, that the 
band could ad lib music for him, he 
sanctioned Robinson’s appearance. 

James H. Hubert, exec secretary 
of the Urban League, in his protest 
to the Secretary of War, demanded 
a probe at once. ‘I strongly protest 
this undemocratic act,’ he stated, 
‘and appeal to you, Mr. Secretary, to 
order an immediate investigation of 
this unwarranted attack—though 
subversively done—against a race 
whose loyalty is unquestioned and 
which is contrary to the ideals of 
true Americanism.’ 








Riviera Gambling 


ontinued from pare 1 
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“maley or for some producer to skip 
, down to them with an 
contract. 


important 


The casinos at Nice and Cannes 
have reopened with the permission 
of the Vichy government. This in- 
cludes the gorgeous Palais de la 
Mediterranee, originally built by 
Frank J. Gould; the Nouveau Casino 
at Nice (opened March 17) and the 
Casino at Cannes. March also 
marked the reopening of the Nice 
Hippodrome. The Casino at Monte 
Carlo has been doing biz since last 
August. 

The takings in all the casinos are 
reported to be very large and to 
have surpassed expectations. It is 
further reported that a fairly large 
proportion of people at the tables 
consists of refugees from the Ger- 
man and Russian occupied countries, 
not to mention British and Ameri- 
cans who refused to leave France 
when they were advised to get out. 

One wonders where the Conti- 
nental refugees here get their money 
to play with, considering the severe 
penalties there are for exporting 
Capital from their countries. But 
this is okay with the French since 
part of the profits go to the national 
exchequer. 

The reopening of the Nice and 
Cannes casinos has been detrimental 
to the activity at Monte Carlo. While 
the French spots were closed, every- 
one trekked to the small principality, 
where the casino had been open 
since August, 1940. Now it is re- 
ported that buses and trains run 
half empty to Monte Carlo. 

Theatres, filmeries and _ variety 
shows are doing a land office biz. 
Many of the travelling troupes have 
had long stands in the various Ri- 
viera cities from Marseilles to Monte 
Carlo, and the takings everywhere 
have been tops. Studios in Nice, 
Cannes and Marseilles are booked 
months in advance while the acting 
school, Villa Medicis, at Cannes is 
more popular than ever. 


HOLD TIGHT 


Brown, the Carpenter, Has His Own 
ideas of Collecting 





Detroit, May 27. 

Since the law was too slow mov- 
ing to suit him, Charles Brown, De- 
troit carpenter, nailed shut the doors 
jot the Grant, nabe theatre here, to 
/collect back wages. He did such a 
thorough job that not only customers 
but also the owners of the house 
were kept out. 

Harry Balk, nephew of the house 
owner, testified in court that Brown 
had done some work on the theatre 
but that it was a sub-contractor and 
not the management which owed him 
for the carpentry. Brown was in 
‘court for disturbing the peace but 
Judge John J. Maher didn’t do more 
than place him under a $500 peace 
bond to keep him from shuttering 
the theatre a second time while wait- 


ling for his pay. 


> - 


i 
; 
i 
i 
: 








Wednesday, May 28, 1941 VARIETY 19 











“Torrid romance...will have 
the men of America screaming 
to trade places with Power!” 
—George Fisher, over Mutual network 


“.«eSuch a bouquet of clinches 
as hasn’t been seen in years!” 
— N.Y. Herald Tribune 


, “It’s the talk of the town...the 
ultra-scorching love scenes 
between Tyrone Power and 
Rita Hayworth in ‘Blood and 
Sand’‘!” —Jimmie Fidler 
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“Ty Power, they say, is another 
Rudy Valentino! “—Walter Winchell 
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“Tempestuous romance...a ; 
boxoffice hit!” —N.Y. Post 
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Studio Laborers Charge Discrimination { ¢ 


In NLRB Action Against 10 Major 





Hollywood, May 27. 

Complaint charging the 10 major 
film. companies with unfair labor 
practices has been filed with Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board here 
by Studio Laborers and Utility Work- 
ers Local 727 of International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employees. 
Zeal Fairbanks, business represen- 
tative of the group, charges that the 
Producers have discriminated against 
his union in favor of Studio Utility 
Employees Local 724, although Lo- 
cal 727 has a closed shop agreement 
with the companies. 

The complaint alleges that the Pro- 
ducers have refused to bargain with 
Local 727, and have refused work 
to members of the union carrying 
work permits instead of membership 
cards. It was stated that if the 
NLRB fails to act, the union will 
apply to the U. S. District Court for 
a writ of mandamus to require the 
board to certify Local 727 as the col- 
lective bargaining representative of 
all film laborers. Approximately 
2,000 men are affected by the ac- 
tion. 

Both locals are affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor. They 
have been fighting over the labor 
jurisdiction for three years, with the 
two Internationals apparently shy- 


| 


1\ing away from any settlement. 


It is 
understood Local 727 carried the 
fight to the NLRB for fear a deal 
was in the making in the east where- 
by George E. Browne and Willie Bi- 
off would turn the jurisdiction over 
to Local 724. 


MANAGER SLUGGED; 
2 HELD IN M’WAUKEE 


Milwaukee, May 27. 

Two men are being held and a 
third is sought following the black- 
jacking of William D, Young, man- 
ager of the Murray theatre, local 
nabe picture house. The assault 
followed threats by the prisoners 
that they would plant stench bombs 
in Young’s theatre unless he agreed 
to make weekly payments to them. 
It was the manager’s refusal to yield 
to their demands that caused them 
to force his car to the curb in a 
nearby suburb where the attack 
took place. 

Young was not badly injured in 
the melee and sped to Milwaukee 
police headquarters to make a com- 
plaint. Arrests followed. 














Film Labor Scandal 
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who declared that the Government 
never was satisfied with explanations 
of the purporied ‘loan’ of $100,000 
by Schenck to Bioff in 1938. 


The ‘Break’ 
It is reported at the Federal court- 
house that the ‘break’ in the 


Schenck-Bioff transaction came soon 
after the conviction of the 20th-Fox 
chairman on the evasion charge 
when a-prominent attorney, con- 
sulted as to the legal tactics of ap- 
peal from the verdict, declared the 
only road open to a probable re- 
trial was a frank, open uncovering 
of the Browne-Bioff payments. 

This attorney is credited with hav- 
ing persuaded the film executives 
to cooperate fully with Correa. Any 
other course, he advised, would lead 
to possible stockholder suits for re- 
turn of companies’ funds, with liabil- 

ty fastened on company manage- 
ments. 

It has been an ‘open secret’ in film 
circles for the past several years 
that tribute in cash and goods has 
been exacted from film companies by 
Bioff. At least five officials in each 
of the major film companies involved 
have known full details of how much 
was paid and when. One company 
executive has expressed the opinion 
that the half million-plus, mentioned 
in the indictment against Browne 
and Bioff, is probably less than half 
of what has been paid. 

All the levies, Correa announced, 
have beer paid in cash in New York. 


Rep. Boren’s Blast 

Repercussions from the exposure 
already are exploding in Washing- 
ton. Representative Boren (Dem.) 
of Oklahoma, author of a bill now 
pending before the resolutions com- 
mittee in the House demanding a 
Congressional investigation of the 
film industry, is reported to have 


sought complete details of the in- | 


dictments as further ammunition to 
get his bill out of committee. 

Boren has kept up an intermittent 
fire against the film industry and 
has not been too pleased with the 
terms of the consent decree, termi- 
nating the monopoly suit, negotiated 


by Thurman Arnold and the anti-| 
trust division of the Department of | 


Justice. Implications that a Congres- 
sional sight-seeing trip into the pic- 
ture business might bring about a re- 
opening of the anti-trust case have 
been expressed in New York during 
the week. Terms of the decree, 


which regulates method of film dis-. 


tribution, provides a three-year trial 
period of its provisions with the 
reservation that, at the end of that 
time, the Government may resume 
its action to divorce the producer- 
distributors from their’ theatre 
chains. 


Theatre-Owning Studios 
In the press release of the Browne- 
Bioff indictments as issued by Cor- 
rea’s office, it was pointed out that 
the strike threats against the com- 
vanies were aimed at the company- 
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owned theatres, as well as studios. 

In the discussions on this point it 
was brought out that at least 10,000 
IA members are employed in af- 
filiated theatres chiefly as machine 
operators. A stoppage of operators 
would immediately have the effect 
of closing the studios. 

It was the fear of such an eventu- 
ality which first projected the IA, 
in December, 1935, into a strong 
position in the Hollywood labor 
field. Jurisdiction over a _ large 
number of studio workers at that 
,time was exercised by the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Electrical 
| Workers. In making its bid for 
Hollywood dominance, IA struck at 
the studios through producer-dis- 
tributor owned theatres. An hour’s 
strike was called in a few selected 
first run theatres in Chicago, St. 
Louis, Detroit, Minneapolis and scat- 
tered mid-western cities. 

Dates Back to 1935 

An excerpt from the story of the 
‘strike’ and the consequent meeting 
of film industry executives with IA 
officials is from Variety, Dec. 11, 
1935, as follows: 

‘The order to walk out of 
Chicago, St. Louis, Detroit, Min- 
neapolis and other theatres as 
protest against employment of 
IBEW men in those houses went 
cut inside of one and a half 
hours. Forty-two IBEW men in 
Chicago theatres were replaced 
by IA members. Next move an- 
ticipated was a walkout of all 
IA men in major theatres’ every- 
where as a weapon in forcing a 
showdown on the question of 
IA-IBEW jurisdiction. IA _ re- 
fused to tip its plan with the 
result major companies finally 
got so panicky that they agreed 
to sit down and parley with the 
IA. IA demanded these parleys 
would not be with ‘stooges’ but 
with the presidents of the com- 
panies. Browne, meantime, held 
off any plans which he may have 
had up his sleeve. The first of 
the parleys was held Sunday 
morning, the seventh. 

‘Company executives who at- 
tended meetings both days in- 
cluded: John E. Otterson for 
Paramount, Herbert Bayard 
Swope and Leo Spitz for RKO, 
Harry A. Warner for Warner 
Bros., Jack Cohn for Columbia, 
R. H. Cochrane for Universal, 
Sidney R. Kent for 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox, and Nicholas Schenck 
for Metro. Pat Casey, chairman 
of the Producers Labor Commit- 
tee, also was present. Brown’s 
IA delegation included: Harland 
Holmden and John P. Nick, IA 
vice-presidents, as well as Steve 
Newman, who represents the IA 
on the Coast.’ 

The Browne-Bioff indictment al- 
leges that in the following year, 
1936, $400,000 was paid to the labor 
chiefs in the form of blackmail to 
maintain uninterrupted theatre and 
studio operations. 
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ne compromising on it. 








an.’s 20% Tax 


continued from page 6 | 


to be affected, according to indus- 
try authorities» Film theatres of 
‘Canada enjofed around $34,000,000 
| worth of business in the past year, 
with the government figuring to ob- 
tain nearly $8,000,000 through this 
20% tax. 

Canada’s Finance Minister is 
credited with denying that motion 
pictures are the poor man’s enter- 
tainment or that the new tax would 
| keep people away from the theatre. 
| Canadians point to the record during 
‘World War I when a similarly heavy 
‘tax was held to blame for a reduc- 
ti in theatre attendance. 








ion i 

Another phase of the new Cana- 
,dian tax which is worrying exhibi- 
ltors and distributors is whether the 
| 20% taxation applies to the listed 
admittance price or must be figured 
on the total present admission fig- 
ure that includes the provincial ad- 
mission tax. For example in Que- 
bec, where the province tax is 154% 
the old’ total admission fee was 58c 
in most theatres on a listed scale of 
50c. Picture people are interested 
in ascertaining whether the new 20% 
figure applies to 58c or 50c. They 
undoubtedly will seek an interpre- 
tation on this. 





To all protests, Canadian author- 
ities have turned a deaf ear, insisting 
it’s a war emergency tax, and there’s 





Sask. Protest 
Regina, Sask., May 27. 
Following the announcement by 
Finance Minister Illsley that theatre 
admissions would be taxed 20%, 
Saskatoon, Sask., theatre men pre- 
sented a proposal to city council 
whereby they would absorb a por- 
tion of the tax, the city would elimi- 
nate or lower the civic amusement 
tax, while theatre patrons would 
pay the remaining part of the levy. 
Council nixed the scheme and thea- 
tre men announced that the full 20% 
tax would be passed on to patrons 
in addition to the 7% city levy. This 
went into effect May 19. 


‘Main reasons of the opponents 
were that the government had in- 
troduced the tax for a specific pur- 
pose, that of eliminating luxuries 
during wartime, because if the city 
were to assist the theatres, all other 
, businesses burdened with the new 
_ taxes had a right for relief, and be- 
cause the revenue expected from the 
amusement tax was included in the 
1941 budget, and, if eliminated, 
would pass on as a deficit to the 
1942 budget. 
Consolation for Reginans is that 
despite the 20% tax they’re still get- 
ting their entertainment cheaper 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—4/4/41 











The Roundup (Par) 3/19 w 8 R. Dix-P. Morison 
Repent at Leisure (RKO) 4/16 RD 66 K. Taylor-W. Barrie 
In Old Cheyenne (Rep) 4/9 W 58 R. Rogers-G. Hayes 
Scotland Yard (20th) 4/9 D 68 N. Kelly-H. Wilcoxon 
Mutiny in the Arctic (U) _ 35/7 M 60 R. Arilen-A. Devine 
A Shot in the Dark (WB) 5/21 C S56 W.Lundigan-N. Wynn 
WEEK OF RELEASE—4/11/41 
The Great Swindle (Col) 5/14 M 62 J. Holt-M. Reynolds 
Men of Boys Town (M-G) 4/9 D 107 §. Tracy-M. Rooney 
Break the News (Mono) 1/8 CD 72 M. Chevalier-J. Buchanan 
Road to Zanzibar (Par) 3/12 D 89 B.Crosby-D. Lamour 
The Devil and Miss Jones (RKO) 4/9 CD % J. Arthur-C. Coburn 
Sis Hopkins (Rep) 4/9 MU 9% J. Canova-B. Crosby 
Pals of the Pecos (Rep) w B. Steele-B. Livingston 
Two Gun Sheriff (Rev) 4/23 WwW 56 Dz. Barry-V. Carroll 
That Night in Rio (20th) /12 MU WW A. Faye-D. Ameche 
The Lady from Cheyenne (U) 4/2 WD #4 L. Young-R. Preston 
Pot 0’ Gold (UA) 4/9 C & J. Stewart-P. Goddard 
The Great Lie (WB) 4/9 D 102 8B. Davis-G. Brent 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/18/41 





Penny Serenade (Col) 4/16 D 9% I. Dunne-C. Grant 
Washington Melodrama (M-G) 4/23 M 78 F. Morgan-A. Rutherford 
Hoosier Schoolboy (Mono) 6 30/37 D 62 M.Rooney-A. Nagel 
Ranch in Arizona (Mono) 5/21 WwW 61 R. Corrigan-J. King 
Border Vigilantes (Par) 4/2 W 61 W. Boyd-R. Hayden 
Robbers of the Range (RKO) 4/30 Ww 60 T. Holt-V. Vale 
Rookies on Parade (Rep) 4/30 C . 6&Y B. Crosby-M. Wilson 
Ride on Vaquero (20th) 4/2 W 64 C.Romero-M. Hughes 
Model Wife (U) 4/16 CD 7 J. Blondell-D. Powell 
That oncertain Fecling (UA) 3/19 D 89 M. Oberon-M. Douglas 
Strange Alibi (WB) 4/30 D 63 A. Kennedy-J. Perry 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/25/41 





Under Age (Col) 5/21 D 59 N. Gray-A. Baxter 
The Big Boss (Col) 5/21 D 6 O. Kruger-G. Dickson 
Ziegfeld Girl (M-G) 4/23 MU 135 J. Garland-J. Stewart 
The Invisible Ghost (Mono) M 63 B.Lugosi-P. Young 
Roar of the Press (Mono) CD 72 J. Parker-W. Ford 
Power Dive (Par) 4/9 D 68 R. Arlen-J. Parker 
They Met in Argentina (RKO) 5/14 MU 76 M. O’Hara-G. Raymond 
Lady From Louisiana (Rep) 5/21 D 82 J. Wayne-O. Munson 
Singing Hill (Rep) W 73 G. Autry-S. Burnette 
Mail Train (20th) M G. Harker-P. Calvert 
Fiame of New Orleans (U) 4/30 D 178 M. Dietrich-B. Cabot 
That Hamilten Woman! (UA) 3/26 D 128 V. Leigh-L. Olivier 
Wagons Roll at Night (WB) 4/30 D 83 H. Bogart-S. Sidney 





| than citizens of most other Canadian 
cities. Prices here are among the 
lowest in Canada. 

Representatives and owners of | 
Vancouver’s 35 film houses, like 
those of the province of Alberta and 
| many in other parts of Canada, pro- 
| tested to Ottawa that the new tax is 
|unfair to low-wage earners. 

Showmen expect a 20% drop in 
; attendance at Canada’s theatres and 
think that the drop may force many 


_ small houses to close. 


‘Mich. Lawmakers Kayo 
Extra 10% Tax on B.O. 


Detroit, May 27. 

On arguments that the theatres al- 
| ready are bearing a heavy enough 
| burden with the defense taxes, the 
State Affairs Committee of the 
Michigan Legislature nixed the bill 
| which would have imposed a 10% 
, ticket tax in Michigan. 

The committee, in turning down 
the bill and killing it, rejected the 
proposal of the author, Dora H. 
Stockman, to cut the tax to 3%, 





making it the same as the present ! 


| sales tax in Michigan. 
| ‘We already have a defense tax in 
the Federal Levy,’ Haskell L. Nichols, 
| chairman of the committee declared, 
‘and you can’t put too much weight 
_0n a good horse. The proposal even 
| wasn’t for defense.’ As designed the 
' added theatre tax would have raised 
| an approximate $1,000,000 to be used 
| for vocational education in the de- 
| fense industry. 





Toes Now Point Upward 


Hollywood, May 27. 








WEEK OF RELEASE—5/2/41 











They Dare Not. Love (Col) 4/30 D 75 M. Scott-G. Brent 

People vs. Kildare (M-G) 5/7 D 76 L. Barrymore-L. Ayres 

The Pioneers (Mono) Ww 61 T. Ritter 

Reaching for the Sun (Par) 4/9 D 2 J.McCrea-E. Drew 

Bringing Up Baby (RKO) 2/16/38 Cc 102 K. Hepburn-C. Grant 

Country Fair (Rep) 5/14 Cc 74 J. Clyde-E. Foy, Jr. 

Sheriff of Tombstone (Rep) 5/21 w SA R. Rogers-G, Hayes 

Black Cat (U) 4/30 D 70 H. Herbert-G. Sondergaard 

Thieves Fall Out (WB) D E. Albert-J. Leslie 
WEEK OF RELEASE—5/9/4l 

Her First Beau (Col) 5/7 CD 6 J. Cooper-J. Withers 

A Woman’s Face (M-G) 5/7 D 105 J. Crawford-M. Douglas 


M K. Kent-J. Kelly 
C 66 R. Karns-R. Donnelly 
90 A. Faye-J. Payne 
82 M. Oberon-D. Morgan 


House of Mystery (Mono) 
Gay Vagabond (Rep) 5/21 
Great American Broadcast: (20th) 4/30 D 
Affectionately Yours (WB) 5/7 D 


WEEK OF RELEASE—5/16/41 

















She Knew Allthe Answers (Col) 5/21 C 4 J. Bennett-F. Tone 
Ill Wait for You (M-G) 5/14 D 73 M. Hunt-V. Weidler 
King of the Zombies (Mono) M 67 Dz. Purcell-J. Woodbury 
There’s Magic in Music (Par) D A. Jones-S. Foster 
| Desert Bandits (Rep) 5/28 WwW 3586 Oz. Barry-L. Merrick 
| Cowboy and the Blonde (20th) 4/23 RD 6% M. Hughes-G. Montgomery 
Prisoner of Zenda (UA) 9/1/37 RD 100 M. Carroll-R. Colman 
Tom Sawyer (UA) 2/16/38 CD 93 T. Kelly-E. Patterson 
Singapore Woman (WB) 5/14 . D 65 8B. Marshall-D. Bruce 
WEEK OF RELEASE—5/23/41 
Naval Academy (Col) 5/28 D 65 F. Bartholomew-J. Lydon 
Love Crazy (M-G) 5/14 Cc 97 W. Powell-M. Loy 
Redhead (Mono) C 64 J. Lang-J. Downs 
| Pirates on Horseback (Par) 5/21 w 69 W. Boyd-R. Hayden 
Scattergood Pulls the Strings (RKO) 5/14 C 69 G. Kibbee-D. Trout 
Angelis With Broken Wings (Rep) D G. Roland-B., Barnes 
Saddlemates (Rep) w 3 Mesquiteers 
Great Commandment (20th) D J. Beal-M. Moscovich 
Too Many Blondes (U) 5/21 C 6vU R. Vallee-H. Parrish 
The Nurse’s Secret (WB) D L. Patrick-R. Toomey 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/30/41 











Adventure in Washington (Col) D 984 V. Bruce-H. Marshall 
Billy the Kid (M-G) 5/28 w 4 = R. Taylor-B. Donlevy 
Silver Stallion (Mono) w D. Sharpe-J. Waldo 
I Wanted Wings (Par) 3/26 D 131 R. Milland-V. Lake 
Saint’s Vacation (RKO) M S. Gray-H. Sinclair 
Sunny (RKO) 5/21 MU 9%7 A. Neagie-R. Bolger 
Blood and Sand (20th) 5/21 D 123 L. Darnell-T. Power 


” 


Abbott-Costello in the Navy (U) 


Abbott-Costello 
Million Dollar Baby (WB) 5/28 CD 102 P. Lane-J. Lynn 


WEEK OF RELEASE—6/6/41 














Mata Hari (M-G) D G. Garbo-R. Novarro 
Wrangler’s Roost (Mono) Ww R. Corrigan-J. King 
Reluctant Dragon (RKO) Disney Cartoon 

Cyclone on Horseback (RKO) w T. Holt-R. Whitley 

For Beauty’s Sake (20th) cD M. Weaver-N. Sparks 

Men of the Timberlands (U) M R. Arlen-A. Devine 

Devil Dogs of the Air(WB) 2/12/35 D 90 J. Cagney-P. O’Brien 
Shining Victory (WB) 5/28 D 78 J. Stephenson-G. Fitzgerald 











WEEK OF RELEASE—6/13/41 








The Get-Away (M-G) : D R. Sterling-D. Ad 

Time Out for Rhythm (Col) 5/28 MU 74 R. Vallee} — 

Gang’s All Here (Mono) Cc F. Darro-M. Moreland 

One Night in Lisbon (Par) 5/14 D 96 M. Carroll-F. MacMurray 
Tom, Dick and Harry (RKO) Cc G. Rogers-G. Murphy 

Bring ’Em Back Alive (RKO) 6/21/32 M 60 Frank Buck Reissue 

Bride Wore Crutches (20th) 7/24/40 CD 5 L. Roberts-T. North 

Tight Shoes (U) C . J. Howard-B. Barnes 
Broadway Limited (UA) D V. McLaglen-M. Woodworth 
Out of the Fog (WB) D J. Garfield-I. Lupino ig 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/20/41 











Harry Joe Brown draws ‘The 
Bucharest Ballerina Murders’ for an 
early July start on his production 
schedule at 20th-Fox, following his 
current job, ‘Wild Geese Calling,’ 


Others on Brown’s slate are ‘Song The Parson of Panamint (Par) 


and Dance Man,’ ‘Delayed Action 
land ‘Sioux City.’ 


| 


Hands Across the Rockies (Col) - Ww 

The Big Store (M-G) oe Cc Mars tree thevtin 
West Point Widow (Par) cD A. Shirley-R. Carlson 
Dr. Christian No. 3 (RKO) D J. Hersholt-D. Lovett 
Man Hunt (20th) D J. Bennett-W. Pidgeon 
San Antonio Rose (U) MU R. Paige-J Frazee 
Passage from Hongkong (WB) D K. Douglas-L. Fairbanks 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/27/41 





Medico of Painted Springs (Col) w C. Sta 
Unholy Partners (M-G) D c, Gatien. Russell 
Ww E. Drew-C. Ruggle 
»|A Very Young Lady (20th) 4/30/41 CD 80 J. Withers-N. Kelly 
Hit the Road (U) D G. George-B. MacLane 
Underground (WB) D J. Lynn-K. Verne 
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forNon Support 7 


Are you giving your box-office all the advertis- 
ing help she needs...or has she a case against 
you for non-support? | * 


Even the best pictures need advertising. Even the biggest productions grab 
extra money with advertising support. 


if that’s true of big productions, imagine how planned showmanship 
advertising behind the weak sisters can help support your box-office in the 
style to which she should become accustomed! 


| Trailers on your screen will keep your box-office happy. Lobby Displays out 
front will keep your box-office happy. General accessories intelligently used 
will keep your box-office happy. 


— 


sae 


NATIONAL Sc’ SERVICE » NATIONAL Screen ACCESSORIES 


| ADVERTISING ACCESSORIES inc. 


will keep your box-office happy! 





+ 
. 
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Minn., Stymied for Product, Now 


May Ask Repeal 


of Anti-Decree Law 





‘Tony Sudekum Not Sure 


| Of Accepting City Post 


Nashville, May 27. 


Mayor Thomas L. Cummings an- | 


| 


Defi to Writers 


ontinued from page 7 


ee 





nounced that he expects Tony Sude- | granted for limited purposes, he is if it is allowed to dominate, may de- 


‘kum, president of 


; Amus. Co., to accept the post of | thus signing away any prospect of 


Chairman of the Nashville Housing 


‘controlling the use of his material 


the Crescent | asked to make over his rights in toto, | stroy us all, It is a short step from 


|this sort of edjtorial censorship to 
| governmental censorship, and we 


Having built what may amount to; Minnesota {itself are in the Dakotas | Authority. Sudekum has not as yet! or of enjoying further profit from ‘have seen that short step taken in 


a Frankenstein, Minnesota exhibi- 
tors, who do not have a backiog of 
product to tide them over the sum- 
mer, are reported beginning to show 
signs of perspiration not caused by 
the weather due to widespread un- 
certainty over the law passed in that 
state which goes contrary to the 
consent decree. Hinted in some 


quarters that the upshot of the) 


whole situation may be a movement 


|! and northern Wisconsin. 
get their film from Minneapolis in 
|; most cases. Circuit is opening a 92d 
| house at Duluth, a 1,300-seater, this 
June 22. 
| Minnesota Amusement took no ac- 
, tion, either pro or con, in the legis- 
lation leading to the anti-consent 
law. 

Test Case 


| Attorneys, busy for weeks prepar- 


They also | 


It has four there already. | 


reached a decision on acceptance of 
the post. Although active in civic 
affairs for the past 20 years, he has 
not held public office. 

Sudekum has headed a chain of 
theatres in Tennessee, Kentucky and 
Alabama for the past 32 years. 


REPUBLIC’S ‘YOKEL BOY’ 





on the part of fearful exhibs to ry ing the papers, expect to be ready | FOR JUDY CANOV 


'to file a complaint by the end of | 


to get the law repealed. 

Such a change of sentiment now 
that radical elements in Minnesota 
succeeded in scoring what they seem 
to feel is a victory over distributors 
parallels to some extent the North 
Dakota divorcement bill which was 
wiped off the books while the dis- 
tributors had a case before the U:S. 
Supreme Court attacking it. That 


at the same time was the end of. 


similar moves in other states in- 
spired largely by the more radical 
exhibitor cliques which want one 
thing today and something else the 
next. 


With film exchanges in Minneap- 
olis having stopped selling, the out- 
look is not sanguine and probable 
that some operators will have dif- 
ficulty getting over the summer un- 
less there is an early change in the 
situation. Beyond that there is also 
grave doubt, since if the Minnesota 
law cannot be set aside, theatres 
may find it difficult getting new sea- 
son’s (1941-42) film.. A couple major 
distribs have already threatened not 
to sell Minnesota at all om the '41-’42 
pictures, while a third is considering 
setting up an exchange at Hudson, 
Wis., which would require Minne- 
sota accounts to come across the line 


and then to buy in accordance. with 
the decree rather than the Minne- 


sota statute recently passed. 
Par’s 55 Theatres 


Paramount is vitally affected vin 
Minnesota through operation of 55 


theatres in that state, the only film! Hote] testified they saw Judge Davis 'by the Hollywood T 
company in exhibition there, al-| there in July, 1940, with Fox. At that | has been bought by 


though understood it is sufficiently 
behind on this year’s film that no 
apparent problems are threatened 
for the summer. Although assured 
of getting its own (Par) product for 
1941-42, no matter how it was 
bought, the theatres might face dif- 
ficulties so far as other companies 
are concerned, especially if a couple 
of them pulled out entirely and 
weren’t willing to sell from across 
the state line. 

Minnesota Amusement Co., the 
Par subsid in the northwest, has a 
total of 91 theatres. Most of those 


this week to test the constitutional- | 
It will | 


ity of the Minnesota statute. 
be brought in the federal court at 
'Minneapolis before a_ three-judge 
_jury with distributors at the same 
‘time seeking a temporary injunction 
‘against effectiveness of the law so 
that they may continue doing busi- | 
ness in Minnesota meantime. 
Understood that the three non- 
consenting distribs, Universal, Uni- 
ted Artists and Columbia, will join | 
the Big Five who are party to the| 
decree in fighting the adverse Min- 
nesota legislation. Principal reason 
for UA participation would be that | 
it does not offer its full product to 
' all accounts, while as for U and Col | 
'the 20% cancellation feature and | 
other points about the Minnesota | 
law are undesirable. | 








| Judge Davis 


Continued from page 5 











Republic is heavily budgeting 
‘Yokel Boy,’ which it has bought 


‘its presentation through other chan- 
nels. Copyright expresses in formal 


legal terms the individual's right to | 


' speak, think and communicate. The 
preservation of that right is more 
‘than a concern of the author; it is 
the foundation-stone of a free litera- 
ture and a free people.’ 

Touching on the prevalent editorial 
| censorship policy of national maga- 
| zines, Mary C. McCall, Jr., told the 
| delegates: 
| “The timidity and venality of rou- 
tine and patterned editorial policy is 
a source of concern to every Amer- 
‘ican old enough to read. It is more 
‘than a trade practice which is in- 





every totalitarian country 
world.’ 

The keynote of address by other 
leading authors, writers, playwrights 
follow: 

Sidney Buchman: ‘Inasmuch as the 
entire writing panorama is a picture 
of things in motion, the writer does 
not find his place in society, but cre- 
ates it. If the writer is to under- 
‘stand the role he is to play, as this 
| kaleidoscope unrolls, he must be 
ready to change his created ex- 
pression as rapidly as his world 
‘around him changes.’ 

R.C. Sheriff: “The motion picture 
was the first instrument to bring 


in the 


from Lew Brown, who produced the convenient, discouraging, galling to art, music and drama to the mil- 


musical a couple of seasons ago on a handful of professional writers. It lions of all nations. 


Prior to the 


Broadway. Studio paid $5,000 for it. | represents a way of thinking which, ‘advent of films, such thrills were 


Judy Canova, who’s under contract 
to the studio and who starred in the 
Broadway show, will also have the 
same role in the picture version, 


Want ‘Jollity Bidg.’ Profiles 


Series of three ‘Profiles’ in the 
New Yorker recently on ‘The Jollity 
Building’ have attracted attention of 
several studios and may form basis 
for a picture. Yarns by A. J. Lieb- 
ling, staff writer on the mag, are prin- 
cipally humorous delineation of 
Broadway characters who have of- 
fices or cubicles in the building, or 
just hang out in its telephorie booths. 
Although Liebling carefully avoided 
mentioning the actual name of the 
structure, Broadwayites claim it to 
be the Strand Theatre building. Het 


8 [ATSE COAST 
UNIONS SERVE 
NOTICE 


Hollywood, May 27. 
Business representatives of eight 
IATSE studio unions, following a 
meeting last night (Monday), served 
‘notice on Y. Frank Freeman, presi- 








being the go-between. Judge Davis Manheim, of William Mcrris office, | gent ‘of the Producers’ Assn., for an 


is specifically accused of taking | 
bribes to rule favorably on appeals | 
taken in proceedings involving the | 


is handling film sale. 


Other new properties in which 
there is film interest are a novel by 


immediate start of negotiations for 
|an agreement on wages and working 


| . . 
|conditions. Move was taken to mean 


bankruptcy of Fox’s All-Continent |I. A. R. Wylie, ‘Strangers Are Com-|the union heads insist on dealing 


Corp. 


met him—during the time 


ing,’ which will be serialized in the 


Author wrote 


when the two alleged ‘loans’ had | ‘Reap the Wild Wind,’ novel now be- 


| been said to have been made. 
employes of the Governor Clinton 


| time, they said, the judge was regis- 
|tered under the name of ‘Herman 
Goldberg of Hoboken.’ 


ing at the time, but said he had ar- 
ranged it after he learned he was 
being investigated in reference to 
the Fox case and wanted to ‘find out 
what it was all about.’ He admitted 
| using the Goldberg alias, but said he 
| did it at the reauest of the Fox law- 
yers who said the ‘FBI might be 
| watching.’ 

| The government rested its case 
yesterday (Mon.). It is expected te 





over and above the 55 located in go to the jury Thurs, (29), 
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New York Theatres 
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2ND WEEKS TRAND 2"2" 
AFFECTIONATELY YOURS 


A New Warner Bros. Hit Starring 
Merle Oberon ® Dennis Morgan 
IN PERSON 

d HIS ORCH. 

WAYNE KING *rrorinc— 
DON CUMMING & 

THE RANDALL SISTERS 


sreciaz: DENNIS MORGAN 


SPECIAL ! 
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HELD OVER! 





3rd Big Week 


Broadway Slet Street 





ORSON WELLES 


ClFTIEEW 
KANE 3. BE 


PALACE finan —— 








PARAMOUNT °°. 


HELD OVER 
First Time at In Person 
Popular Prices Vaughn 


‘| WANTED | MONROE 
WINGS’ 


Hal 
SHERMAN 
AParamountPicture Beatrice KAY 
Midnite Screen Shows 
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RADIO 
CITY 


MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


“PENNY 
SERENADE" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 

















Joan Melvyn 
CRAWFORD e@ DOUGLAS 


‘A WOMAN’S FACE?’ 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 





Starts Thur., May29 
Vivien Laurence 
Leigh @ Olivier 
Last Times Wed. “THAT 
Bing CROSBY HAMILTON 
Bob HOPE WOMAN” 
Dorothy LAMOUR ba eae 
“ROAD T 
ZANZIBAR” 
Plus Big 
Stage Shaw 


In Person 
Gus ARNHEIM 
and Orch, 


| Extra ! 
Rosario & Antonio 








Lang’s Yes or No 
Hollywood, May 27. 

Director assignment on ‘Confirm or 
Deny,’ recently bought by 20th-Fox, 
goes to Fritz Lang, who recently fin- 
ished ‘Man Hunt.’ 

Samuel Fuller and Henry Wales 
were paid $20,000 for the yarn, which 
deals with American newspaper cor- 
respondents in Britain during the 
war. Script was polished by Joe 
| Swerling. 





Two | 


Judge Davis admitted to the meet- | 


|ing celluloidized by Paramount. 


‘Meet the People,’ revue produced 
heatre Alliance, 
Metro after sev- 
| eral months of dickering. Show was 
, born in Hollywood and brought east 
| for five months on Broadway after 
a full season on the Coast. 





Tyler Changes Brand 


Hollywood, May 27. 

Producers Releasing Corp. signed 
Tom Tyler as top rider in a series of 
buckaroo pictures with the general 
title of ‘Frontier Marshal’ for the 
| 1941-42 program. 
O. Henry Briggs, president of the 
company, also signed Lee Powell as 
the male lead and is looking for a 





' direct with the producers, instead of 


| Judge Davis declared he had not American Magazine, and ‘Of Fire by | trying to get anywhere through the 
_spoken to Fox—in fact had never | Night’ by Thelma Strabel. Latter is | regular labor contacts. 
(1936) | about firefighters. 


| Understood that 10,000 IATSE 

workers are opposed to the negotia- 
| tion of any deal by the International 
'in the east. 


Bill to Regulate Coast 
Agents Takes Powder 


Sacramento, May 27. 

Assembly Bill No. 229, to regulate 
booking agents, has been abandoned 
by Assemblyman Ernest Voight, who 
admitted it was certain to be de- 
|feated after hanging fire since last 
| January. 
| Another bill, introduced by Assem- 











cate license fees for agents with 
more than one office, passed the 
lower house and awaits the next step 
in the senate. 





1—Pictures 





Inside Stu 








| expire until January, 1942. 


Present board of directors 


| that there was no necessity for holding the meeting on June 4 at Dover, 


Del., as originally proposed. 


Principal business to come before the stockholders would be the elec- 
tion of a new directorate, and this could be done at a later date. 


Reported 


yesterday (Tuesday) that the RKO proxy statement for the annual session 


ing date likely will be made at the 


Out on his back lot in the early 


would nos be prepared for several months. 


is an indie producer, kicking himself. 


Selection of the annual meet- 
next RKO directors’ session. 





morning, where nobody can see him, 
He had a chance to sign up one of 


blyman Maloney, to eliminate dupli- | 


the outstanding songbirds of Broadway six months ago for $75 a week, a 
youthful femme who could have fitted in perfectly with the producer’s 
idea of streamlined musicals. His Manhattan agent sent the kid’s contract 
to Hollywood, All it needed was the producer’s signature, but it was 
tossed on the shelf to gather dust for half a year. 


signed with a major picture outfit. Now the indie producer is looking for 
a femme singer to streamline his series. 





The Independent Theatre Owners of Ohio has figured out that a 5% 


through, will mean a gross receipts tax of 1 2/3%. 


enactment of the rentals tax. 








|ments of national defense. 


Dunkirk in ‘A Yank In the R. A. FY’ 





Sextet of Hollywood writers will come east for session on films at the 


fourth biennial American Writers Congress in New York June 7. 


Those who will attend are John Howard Lawson, John Bright, Donald 


Ogden Stewart, Viola Brothers Shore, Michae] Uris and Charles Page, 


Meanwhile the gal | 
clicked on Broadway, gleaned a wealth of publicity in national mags and | 


tax on film rentals, as proposed in Washington and believed likely to go 
| This is based on the 
_assumption that rentals average about 33% of the gross which, in some 
‘circles, would be regarded as putting it a little high. ITO of Ohio, of which 
the active Pete Wood is leader, has asked all exhibs in that state to protest 


Hollywood has an acute naval situation, a shortage of smail sea-going 
craft, the result of Uncle Sam’s demand for auxiliaries to the fighting 
| fleet on the West Coast. Several picture companies had powerboats lined 
/up for marine films but the arrangements were jolted by the requir:- 
Chief among the Hollywood sufferers is 20ti:- 
| Fox, which had rounded up an armada for the evacuation of an imaginary 


| reserved for the minority, the upper 

strata of society. The motion pic- 
ture made art and democracy 
synonymous and presented excite. 
ment and adventure to the vast ma- 
| jority in the simplest form, at low- 
est cost.’ 

Paul Franklin: ‘The motion pic- 
ture, in its infancy, was all eyes with 
no ears. It grew up. Today radio, 
the new artistic -baby, is all ears 
with no eyes. We hope with the aid 
of science and the creative genius of 
the writer to see radio grow up too. 
Maybe this historic conference will 
start the ball rolling.’ 

Only Form Changed 

| Ralph Block: ‘Story telling has re- 
;mained the kernel of writing ex- 
pression since the dawn of human 
progress. From papyrus to modern 
color printing from the first da- 
'guerreotype to the technicolor super 
de luxe film, form has changed, but 
its heart, the story, the writing, is 
constant. As civilization moved on 
and up, another factor became dom- 
inant, that of the financial structure 
which moulded the artistic develop- 
ment of creative writing. Social re- 
sponsibility first arose through the 
cry for ‘cleaner, finer, happier films’ 
in 1909 and adaptation of the old 
‘morality plays’ became prevalent. 
Later eminent authors and play- 
wrights were brought to Hollywood 
to write directly for the screen, and 
style in writing invaded the studios, 
Films became a popular art rather 
| than a fine art. Producing became 
a cooperative effort, and the writer 
found himself clashing with direc- 
tor, producer and business office. 
Withal the writer remains the basic 
essential for the value of his ideas, 
| without which films cannot be pro- 
| duced.’ 

| Hector 





Chevigny: ‘The _ radio 
writer has risen to a position in his 
field relatively far more important 
than the writer attained in the same 
space of time in the picture busi- 
ness. Radio, due to the pressure of 
| the clock, has produced superb tech- 
heyeevew: among the writers. Yet only 
a handful have distinguished theme 
| selves in other writing fields. Radio 
writers are technical experts, but 
few are true creators because they 


First annual meeting of RKO stockholders since the company emerged have had to keep pace with the ma- 
from 77-B last year will not be held in June, as originally planned, but Chine and have little time for any- 
| probably will be postponed until late this fall. 
| was named for two years, which means that their current terms do not | 
Because of this situation, officers decided 


thing else.’ 

Dwight Taylor: ‘The time has come 
for the writer to lay aside his 
chronic inferiority complex. Mod- 
,ern conditions no longer justify it 
and he must be ready to take his 
active place in an active world. He 
must become a businessman in the 
' sense that he produces a commodity 
| which, through the printing press 
j}and motion picture machine, he has 
every evidence that people are will- 
ing to buy. Because of the wide 
circulation of ideas which these ma- 
chines permit, he must have a part 
in their control and realize his re- 
sponsibilities towards the advance- 
ment of thought.’ 

Sheridan Gibney, SWG prexy, in 
delivering the closing remarks of the 
Conference, visualized the gathering 
as initiating a new function, both 
cultural and_ instructive, giving 
, writers the opportunity to exchange 
ideas of craft and artistry. He said 
_in considering new functions, new 
,media, new concepts, the writer by 
virtue of the Conference is conscious 
of a new responsibility. It was 
stated that the Conference, held un- 
der sponsorship of the Screen 
Writers Guild this year, will be 
made an annual affair. 


High Above Tree Tops 


Hollywood, May 27. 
Ralph Dietrich, associate producer 
at 20th-Fox, is readying ‘Plane 
Crazy,’ based on his own story of 
| the forest patrol. 
Mary Beth Hughes and George 
Montgomery slated for the top roles. 
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NIGHT SHOW COSTS DOWN | 








Five-Year Picture of Evening Programs 


o— 1940-41 777 1939-40—_ r-7—1938-39-—_ 
Station Hrs, Station Hrs. Station Hrs, 
Type of Program No. Per Week No. Per Week Ne Per Week 
WAI OF Bd SEES bee tc edbcdesees ‘eorne Mae 1,587 48 1,823 63 2,143° 
rt | Tae eee . 44 1,190 41 = 1,004 50 933 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION... . 41 1,117 37 876 27 640 
POPULAR MUSIC.......... Fou | 789™ 24 853 19 494 
NEWS & NEWS COMMENTATORS. 37 686 22 401 10 218 
WA PETE ee ries 3cc ceccseces re 340 11 404 9 226 
Co Ae Rs ab ese ovseveres on 128 3 130 3 110 
res) 30 di > © 4... er haa 106 3 146 + 161 
EEE. aE ys oo h.0'o5:0's weds eb eesse ‘oa 76 1 76 1 50 
SEMI- CLASSICAL MUSIC.. meyer . 4 66 4 89 4 161 
GPORTS COBBEN TS oc cccdccccsccccs 8 63 5 60 5 108 
oe Sp Se ae ere rere Terre 1 55 i — - és 
TALKS, GOSSIP, INSTRUCTION.... 5 51 6 56 11 127 
BRACE WANT MUSIC. nc cckssccccce - dé ms ‘a a + 
SINGLE | ACT... sss seeeeee iesueedetans ‘ én na es 1 3 





Bob Berger’s Status As 
Lowell Mellett Assistant 
Clouded by Amendment 


Washington, May 27. 
Fate of the New Deal’s radio book- 
ing office is uncertain as a result of 
a unanimously - adopted Senate 
amendment to the Hill-O’Leary bill 
giving the Office of Government Re- 








ple. 


ports (formerly the National Emer- , 


gency Council) permanent status. 


Issue is being threshed out currently 
in a House-Senate conference with 
Administration leaders trying to get 
a new lease on life for the unit rep- 
resented by Robert I. Berger, one- 
time radio director of the Demo- 
cratic National Committee. 

Ban on any radio activities was in- 
corporated in the legislation upon 
motion of Senator Robert A. Taft, 


Ohio Republican, with absolutely no | 
discussion of the radio activities. | 


Senator Lister Hill, Democrat, of 
Alabama, accepted the 
saying he saw no objection to taking 
it to conference. 
however, about the phraseology re- 
lating to motion pictures, not to that 
part which would put a stop to 
Berger’s work. 

Though all radio functions of the 
old N.E.C. supposedly were moved 
to the Office of Education when the 
latter was made part of the Federal 
Security Administration two years 
ago, the O.G.R.—technically a wing 
of the Executive Office—has been 
extremely alive in the broadcasting 
field. Besides scheduling programs 
such as President Roosevelt’s fire- 
side chats, pickups from the Birth- 
day Ball, and Presidential appear- 
ances before Congress, the O.G.R has 
prepared the series of platters de- 
scribing the work of almost every 
existing Federal department and in- 
dependent agency and numerous 
other transcribed sets claimed to be 
merely ‘educational’ or ‘informative’ 
but denounced often by Republicans 
as ‘political propaganda’. 

Berger’s Title 


Berger continues on the O.G.R. 
payroll at $7,500 a year with the title 
of ‘special assistant’ to Lowell Mel- 
lett, the director. His assistant, Miss 
Bea Andreen, is a $4,600-a-year 
special assistant. 

When the bill giving the agency 
permanent status (and up to $1,500,- 


c—1937-38——, 7—1936-37— 


FIVE-YEAR TREND 
AVOIDG VARIETY 


Only Seven Audience Partici- 
pation Shows in 1936-37 
Season — 41 During Pres- 
ent Season — Jump in 
Night Drama — Meantime 
Daytime Serials Have 








Station Hrs, Station Hrs. 
No. Per Week No. Per Week 
52 1,675 59 1,774 
39 539 29 494 
16 389 7 230 
28 764 30 588 
7 189 3 61 
6 172 11 8&4 
5 207 3 168 
6 165 4 116 
1 35 1 44 
9 254 11 336 
5 112 6 213 
14 163 6 64 | 
1 9 2 22 | 





WLW Staging Specs 
For Ohio State Fair 


Cincinnati, May 27. 

Grandstand spectacle for this 
year’s Ohio State Fair will be an 
American musical cavalcade show, 
\‘By Dawn’s Early Light,’ produced ' 
_ by WLW Premotions, Inc., booking | 
‘subsidiary of Crosley’s 50, 000 wat- | 
ter. The extravaganza will entail 
the services of more than 100 peo- 
It will be produced and di- 
rected by Howard Tooley, who was 
special events director of last year’s 
New York’s World Fair. With it 





| will be a large Littlefield ballet. 


injunction, | 


Hill spoke solely, | 


000 per annum) was up in the 
House, there was considerable rum- | 
pus about reports that Mellett | 


threatened to bring about the gag- 
ging of Fulton Lewis, Jr., commen- 


tator for Mutual Broadcasting Sys- | 


‘lent The Senate, though, paid no 
attention to this incident during last 
year’s national political ° campaign 
and there was only casual reference 
during the debate to the radio opera- 
tions of the agency. 


KENTUCKY CLUB SEEKS 
LOCAL AIR CELEBS 


H. M. Kiesewetter agency is mak- 
ing inquiries for sports and news 
programs on local stations in behalf 
of Kentucky Club tobacco. 

The requirements are that the se- 
ries be framed around a personality 
that is well established with local 
listeners, 





Bill McCluskey, WLW’s booking 
chief, closed the deal last week with 
John T. Brown, Director of Agricul- 
ture, and Win Kinnan, manager of 
the Ohio State Fair. 

WLW’s Boone County Jamboree, 
rural show, will be the fair’s open- 


|ing night feature in the arena, the 


same as for the past few years. 


Dallas’ Fourth Station 


Dallas, May 27. 
After failing in first attempt for 
an outlet here, the Chilton Radio 








Corp., filed a new application with | 
_the Federal Communications Com- 
mission and was granted a construc- | 


tion permit to erect a new station 
here. 
kilocycles 
watts 


Station will operate on 1660 | 
with a power of 1,000 
on daytime operation only. | 


FOR ‘FIBBER McGEE’ 


Chicago, May 27. 

Ransom Sherman, Chicago radio 
|‘comic, has been picked by Needham, 
, Louis & Brorby agency to head the 
summer replacement for ‘Fibber Mc- 
Gee and Molly.’ Program to origi- 
nate here will have a variety for- 
mula. Sherman has been appear- 
ing on ‘Club Matinee’ and other Chi- 
| cago shows. 


| Cecil Underwood, producer of ‘Fib- 

ber,’ will forego his sabbatical to 
handle the show. Likely that Billy 
Mills, music conductor, and Harlow 
Wilcox, announcer, will move over 
|to the summer show, which tees up 
July 1. 











| HUGH HERBERT DISCS 


Brisacher, Davis Overtures Film 
Actor for Deal Like Ruggles 





San Francisco, May 27. 
Brisacher, Davis agency is dicker- 
|ing with Hugh Herbert for a new 
transcription series, ‘Standing Room 
Only.’ This follows agency’s syn- 
| dicated beer show, ‘Barrel of Fun,’ 
|} using Charles Ruggles. 


New Herbert show will have 
'a struggling-stock-company back- 
ground and is brain-child of Walt 
Purdon, 





Permit is subject to final approval | 


of certain engineering data. 

This gives this city a total of four 
stations. Each an outlet for a dif- 
ferent web. They are 
KRLD and WRR. 


Kate Smith Gives Radio 


Philadelphia, May 27. 

In honor of Kate Smith’s tenth an- 
niversary on the air, WCAU pre- 
sented radio receiver in her name to 
the } Naval Hospital here. The pres- 
entation was made in the presence 
of 400 patients last Thurs. (22) by 
Dr. Leon Levy, WCAU prexy, to Cap- 
tain H. L. Dollard, commandant of 
the hospital. A plaque 
Smith’s name on it was tacked on to 
the radio. 


Several minutes after the presen- 


tation the radio was tuned in to 
Kate’s program, which was dedi- 
cated to the Philly Naval Hospital. 


The program was piped to bedridden 
patients via earphones. 


Five-Year Growth of Daytime Serials 


SONG-PATTER TEAMS.... 


{BRASS BAND MUSIC...... 


WFAA, 


with Miss | 


W. Lee O’Daniel Tunes Up 


San Antonio, May 27. 

Gov. W. Lee O’Daniel will inaug- 
urate a new series of half-hour Sun- 
day morning broadcasts over station 
KTSA. Politics, philosophy and oc- 
casional bits of religious music by 
his famous hill billy band, included. 

O’Daniel has announced that he 
will enter the race for the Senate 
seat vacated by the recent death of 
Morris Sheppard. 





Quiz Kids’ Ohio Date 


Chicago, May 27. 
NBC Artists has set three name 
acts for the Miami Valley Chatauqua 


in Ohio, starting with the Quiz Kids 
on June 29. 

H. V. Kaltenborn will appear on 
July 13 and John Charles Thomas 


on Aug. 17. 


-—1940-41— 


Station Hrs, 


$66.66 6649 





RANSOM SHERMAN, SUB ‘Connery Proposes Levies 


On Radio Running to 207; 
Aiong Lines of Hagerty 


Washington, May 27. 

Federal tax on gross incomes of 
radio stations, agitated repeatedly in 
recent weeks by the printing trades 
labor unions, is before the House 
Ways & Means Committee in new 
form now. Rep. Lawrence D. Con- 
nery, Massachusetts Democrat, in- 
troduced a bill Tuesday (20) carry- 
ing out the ideas voiced a day 
earlier by John B. Hagerty, presi- 
dent of the allied crafts, with levies 
running to 20%. 

The Connery bill, offered as a per- 





| manent amendment to existing rev- 
| enue statutes rather than a feature 


| commissions 


7— 1939-40 —~ 
Station Hrs. 


Type of Program No. Per Week No. 
SERIALS AND DRAMA............. 75 4,096 78 
OPERA eck cbes ates aeee Sebo bse Sees ees 1 393 oe 
TALKS AND INSTRUCTION....... 18 356 16 

G7 CRE Ge i 8:4 | eee 4 198 2 
bis. 66 8 Qerrrrrr errr Tree 5 126 4 
NEWS AND NEWS COMMENT..... 11 82 10 
ep ic) Sa rerereer vert Terre re 4 64 2 
BEMSEE, FGEE 6 v0o0s os 0 0hes 20450000008 > 5 6 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION....... 6 22 5 
ee Oa eer rs see er 1 19 l 
POPULAR MUSIC...... PeeTer Creer — 18 3 
to) OS 9 ga er reer eT 2 4 2 
Ce Parsi ds Be asinnes 4.05 4360 Kbd 94608 ws , 


of emergency legislation designed to 
help defray costs of national defense, 
also would place a statutory limit on 
allowed ad¥ertising 
agencies. In figuring the gross in- 
come subject to tax, the Bay Stater 
specified that agency cuts cannot ex- 
ceed 15% of total time sales. 

The suggested addition to present 
laws would levy 20% ‘amusement 
tax’ on stations with an annual take 
exceeding $500,000; 15% on plants 
taking in $250,000 to $500,000; and 
10% on those grossing from $150,000 
to $250,000. 

If ‘approved, this would be espe- 
cially hard on proprietors of more 
than one station, inasmuch as Con- 
nery’s measure stipulates that a net- 
work or group of plants ‘owned, 
controlled or operated by substan- 
tially the same interests,’ shall be 
treated for tax purposes as a single 
unit, 


CAMELS CHANGE YVETTE 
TO ILKA CHASE SHOW 


Yvette, singing portion of the 
Thursday Camel broadcasts, drops 
off that show after tomorrow’s (28) 
broadcast and shifts over to the new 
show, debuting June 6 on CBS for 
same sponsor, 

She'll join Ilka Chase and Paul 
Baron’s orchestra in a 10:30-11 p.m 
slot. Miss Chase and Baron former- 
ly were backed by Camel on Satur- 
day matinee shows from the Wal- 
dorf- Astoria hotel, New York. 








r7—— 1938 -39 —~ 
Station Hrs. 


Per Week No. Per Week 

3,887 60 2,394 

25 9 23 326 

17 2 2 

95 3 153 

208 7 76 

52 2 38 

60 4 29 

16 5 20 

19 3 68 
78 1 ees 

4 1 4 

a ] 13 


Risen From 45 to 75 


—_—___ 


NEWS: 3 TO 37 





As was evident and predicted last 
fall, the radio season now drawing 
to its close produced no startling 
changes in network commercial pro- 
gram content. It was practicaily an 
encore on the 1939-40 season, barring 
a few minor highlights. And yet, 
when a five-year comparison is put 
together (as in the adjoining charts, 
compiled by Varigery), it will be 
seen that commercial network radio 
is really gradualiy undergoing a 
major revolution. The salient points 
of this metamorphosis are as fol- 
lows: 


(1) Nighttime radio on the whole 
is getting cheaper and cheaper in 
production values and costs. Where- 
as in 1936-37 there were 59 variety 
programs—many of them with ex- 
pensive name stars—the past season 
accounted for only 42. And of 
these 42 so many had hillbilly or 
other corny slants that perhaps in 
another year ‘variety’ will have to 
be broken down into all sorts of 
separate items. 

(2) In place of the expensive 
variety show, a veritable deluge of 
dramatic and  audience-participa- 
tion programs has been ushered in, 
By and large these programs are not 
expensive (nor sophisticated). 
‘Drama’ is a word that covers a mul- 
tude of radio odds and ends. 

‘Wearing Out’ 

(3) Barring drama and audience 
participation (and a bunch of new- 
casters who are riding the war 
wave), radio has found no replace- 
ments to fill up the dreaded ‘wearing 
out’ of the name stars. In other 
words, while the variety category is 


getting smaller and smaller mainly 
because of the lack of new name 
stars, cheap dramatic and quiz re- 
placements show no real staying 
power. Even though they are rid- 


ing reasonably high (on statistics) 


they are not riding very high in com- 


mon-sense long-term values. Next 
year may see a wholesale slaughter 
among this cheaper fare. This is, of 
course, a prediction, but it’s based 
(among other’ things) on the 
catastrophe suffered by mystery 
dramas about nine years ago. 
Mysteries—which were cheap and 


spectacular—rode to fame over night, 
and then burned out just as fast. 
They had no staying power. 

(4) The daytime serials are still 
blissfully on top of the daytime 


heap. This is not surprising, for the 
serials have exactly the ‘out of this 
world’ quality which women want. 
But U. S. advertisers were slow to 


(C ontinued on page 33) 
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r——1937-38——~ 
Station Hrs. 


No. Per Week No. Per Week 
63 2,118 45 1,345 
30 476 24 412 

3 49 2 14 
7 204 8 268 
3 170 4 202 
l 31 + - 
l 6 fg - 
2 40 2 67 
9 39 15 112 
3 15 ae 
1 4 3 274 
3 27 4 3l 
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Radio in Middle on ‘America First’ 
With Stations Suspecting Pressure 
Group Wants to Exploit ‘Persecution 


| 
| 





Philadelphia, May 27. 
A mass meeting of the America 
First Committee, skedded for Thurs- 
day (29), at which ex-Colonel 
Charles A. Lindbergh is to be the 
main speaker proved to be a hot 


Premieres 


(May 28-June 4) 





June 2 


‘Spud Imperial Time,’ spon- 


potato for local radio outlets. The sored by Axton-Fisher tobacco 
committee approached the three (Spud cigaret), WOR-Mutual 
major stations and asked to buy spot| (17 stations), 10:15-10:30 p.m., 
announcements plugging the rally at Mondays. With Mary Small, 


the Arena. First KYW, WCAU and 
WIP turned them down, stating that 
the sale of time for ‘controversial 
subjects’ was against the code of the 
National Association of Broadcasters. 


‘We. the Abbotts,’ sponsored 
nema that it would sell by Best Foods (Hellmann's 


There was a blast by the commit-| ™ayonnaise), WEAF-NBC, 5:30 


: : .m., Monday - through - Friday. 
tee charging the three stations who} P-™» y , 
had turned thumbs down with ‘sup-| Benton & Bowles agency. Moves 


pression of freedom of speech.’ The} from WABC-CBS, 4:15 p.m., 


Phil Wall orch, quartet, chorus. 
Production by Ed Wolf Associ- 
ates, Weiss & Geller agency. 
Originates New York. 


| build-up. 





| 











RAYMOND PAIGE 


Recently appointed conductor of 
the League of Young Americans 
Orchestra of 100. The League, now 
scheduling instrumental auditions, 


is seeking exceptionally talented 
young American male and female 
vocalists, popular and classical, be- 
tween the ages of 16 and 25. Those 
chosen will be given a national 








—— 


Hearst Asks CBS for a Favor 





CBS headquarters in New York 


migration to Camp Devens, Mass. 


got a snicker Tuesday when Hearst 


reps called, only a few weeks after the attack on ‘The Free Company’ 
program, and asked CBS for free talent to send with a Hearst paper's 


CBS politely said it had no control over talent and there was the 
Theatre Authority and AFRA to consider. 


FCC Elaborates Its Attitude 
On Clear Channel Operation; 
KOA (NBC) Plea Is Spurned 








ED GRUNWALD RESIGNS 


Leaves ‘Variety’ Staff After Five 
Years—To Business Week 








Edgar A. Grunwald has resigned, 





Washington, May 27. 
Going much farther than ever bee 
fore toward tightening its procedure, 
the Federal Communications Come 
mission by a 3 to 2 tally (with two 
of members not Voting) last week in 
effect broke up the last of the fae 





story was played up by the news- 
papers. Then Rep W. P. Lambertson 


Monday-Friday. 


Patricia Ryan as Claudia; 


June 4 


leffective June 3, from the staff of miliar yardsticks for measuring pub- 


VarIETy, with which he had been as- |lic interest and said henceforth it 
sociated for five years, the last four | alone will decide when anybody fs 


of Kansas, confusing the spot adver- 
tisements with the event itself, got 
up in Congress and flayed Philly 
radio stations with allegedly ‘refus- 
ing to carry a ‘peace’ address. 

The local stations, of course, hotly 
denied Lambertson’s charge, assert- 
ing that they were never asked to 
carry a broadcast of the talk but 
only to sell time for spot announce- 
ments. All pointed to the fact that 
they carried Lindbergh and Burton 
K. Wheeler from other America First 
meetings. 

Then on Saturday (24) WCAU an- 
nounced a change of heart express- 
ing its willingness to sell time for 
spots ‘if the time is available and the 
copy is all right.’ 

Said Dr. Leon Levy, WCAU prexy: 
‘I was out of town and one of my 


‘Danger Is My Business,’ spon- 
sored by Axton-Fisher tobacco 
(Zephyr cigaret), WOR-Mutual 
(17 stations), 10:15-10:30 p.m., 
Wednesdays. Interviews, drama- 
tizations, with, guests. Produc- 
tion by Ed Wolt Associates, Weiss 
& Geller agency. Originates New 
York. 


ou = 
— 


AGENCY COSTS 
PAID BY NBC 














Frances Starr Also Airs; 


i 


Break-In on Smith Show 


Patricia Ryan will play the title 
part in the radio version of ‘Claudia,’ 
which starts June 6 on a four-week 
break-in as a 15-minute spot on the 
Kate Smith show Friday nights. 
Young actress, who has appeared on 
various network serials, will get bill- 
ing on the new assignment. Actual 








When the Kate Smith.show starts 
| its summer layoff after the June 27 


contract, agented by the William 
Morris office, calls for an initial four- 
| week option period, but Miss Ryan 
will get billing from the start. 


as editor of the Variety Rapio Di- 
RECTORY. He had previously been 
with Tide. 

He will join McGraw-Hill July 1 
to direct an economic and marketing 
section of Business Week. 

Meantime the Variety Information 
and Research Department, of which 
Grunwald has recently been in 
charge; will continue as heretofore to 
provide service to VARIETY and its 
readers, 


AFRA PUSHING 





liable to be hurt by administrative 
' action. 


| Policy which industry lawyers de. 
‘nounced as ‘administrative absolue 
'tism’ was established in rejecting re- 
consideration pleas of 14 stations and 
‘in reaffirming the grant of full time 
to WHDH, Boston, on the 830 ke. 
ribbon (now 850 under the Havana 
agreement). Comnaiish rubber- 
stamped its removal of the frequency 
from I-A classification. 


A court review of the Commish 
action is certain. Within 24 hours 
the National Broadcasting Co.— 
which had charged the FCC with 
modifying on its own initiative the 
|KOA license—filed a request for & 
stay of the WHDH grant pending an 
appeal. 





| 


assistants innocently misinterpreted 
the broadcasters’ code, thinking it 
barred such announcements. He 
should have asked to see the copy, 
and accepted it if it was free of con- 
troversial material.’ Up to last night 
the America First Committee hadn't 
taken up Dr. Levy’s offer. 
WFIL’s Reversal 
On the same day (Sat.) WFIL also 
changed its mind. Instead of selling 
time for spots to the committee, 


| broadcast, ‘Claudia’ will expand to a 

Hollywood, May 27. | half-hour. Sam Fuller, now direct-: 
NBC settled half of its controversy | ing the Kate Smith series, will also 
arising out of its refusal to giv€| handle the ‘Claudia’ assignment. 
| time on its coast blue network to| Frances Starr, of the legit version, | 
| Lime Cola’s ‘Kids of the Week.’| 5+ the Booth, N. Y., will repeat her 
Davis & Pearson agency was reim-| yole on the air, but the rest of the | 
bursed for out-of-pocket expenses | cast isn't set. 
|incurred in preparing, the program | 
|}and prqmotion work. Counsel for 


at metas Suegecen™| WAVE TO HAVE STUDIO 
| Network refused to air the show WITH CAPACITY OF 600, 








LOCAL PACTS 


FCC philosophy was implicit in a 


Samuel R. Rosenbaum, WFIL prexy, | °" the ground that it encroached on 





Although its present contract with | 


the American Federation of Radio 


Artists still has some months to run, | 


General Electric has voluntarily re- 
vised the pact to give blanket raises 


to the entire staff of WGY, its sta- | 


tion at Schenectady, N. Y. Manage- 
ment made the 3% boost to offset the 
rising cost of living. 

Move was taken entirely on GE’s 


19-page, heavily annotated and foot- 
inoted opinion voicing the views of 
| Commissioners Paul A. Walker, Fred 
I. Thompson and George Henry 
Payne. On the showdown, Commis- 
sioners Norman S. Case and T. A. M, 
Craven voted for reconsideration, 
with the rookie regulator, Commis- 
sioner Ray C. Wakefield, not par- 
|ticipating and Chairman James L. 
Fly absent and unrecorded. 

Though a stand-pat attitude had 
been generally looked for, industry 





offered to give them time free ‘when | 


available.’ 


‘We will give this group free time | 


just as we did with the Communist 
Party, giving advocates of opposite 
views an equal opportunity to be 
heard,’ Rosenbaum said. 


up to last night). 

Opponents of America First be- 
lieve the committee deliberately is 
keeping off the air now, so they'll be 
able to yell ‘suppression of free 
speech’ at their meeting. The radio 
controversy has given the rally 
plenty of free publicity, more than 
they would ordinarily have received 
since all the local dailies are against 





(WFIL | 
hadn’t been asked for the free time | 


the format of ‘Quiz Kids.’ 











} 
Louisville, May 27. 
WAVE studios and offices will be 
moved from atop the Brown Hotel, 
where they have been located since | 
1933, to the Woman’s Baptist Mis- 
|sionary Training School property, as 
soon as alterations are completed. 
Building is three stories, and 
fronts on one of the town’s main 
streets. Station studios and offices 
will occupy one floor ‘of the build- 
ing, and remaining space will prob- | 
ably be subleased. Three studios | 
will be air-conditioned and sound- 
proofed, and building will include 
_an auditorium seating 600, to be used 
for audience air shows. Station has | 


WIL’s ‘Mr. Fixit’ Scrams 
Radio for St. L. Politics 


St. Louis, May 27. 

Ray C. Schroeder, the original 
\‘Mr. Fixit’ who has been solving | 
civic and other problems for WIL 
dialers for more than 10 years, 
grabbed a $4,000 political job last 
week and. will withdraw from the 
radio field. Schroeder was appointed 
City Register by Mayor William Dee 
Becker (Rep). 

Schroeder created the ‘Mr. Fixit’ 
idea and program while covering 





own volition. Company approached | lawyers were flabbergasted by the 
AFRA with a proposal to revise the | lengths to which the majority went 
contract upward and the union’s |in justifying their position and the 
national board gave its ‘permission.’ | Way in which they closed the door 
Raise, effecting all employee classifi- On all of the licensees with appre- 
cations at the station, as well as an-|hensions about the effect of this 
nouncers and those covered by the | Precedent. In the view of some 
AFRA contract, was made retroac- | barristers, the FCC has gone out of 
tive to April 7. its way to emphasize technicalities. 
One counsel said the decision is a 
case of ‘the Commission failing to 
touch second base and then arguing 
with the umpire he’s crazy,’ while 
another sourly remarked the only 
reason he could see for all the foot- 
notes was a deliberate aim to con- 
fuse the Federal courts and conceal 
the vital issue. 


| 





Strike Looms at WKRC 
Cincinnati, May 27. 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists, unable to make any substantial 
progress toward agreement with 
KRC here, has voted authorization 
of a strike. Walkout is expected at 





City Hall for the defunct St. Louis 
| Times, ap.m. rag. The program has 
| been widely copied in the U. S. 


isolationism and for aid-to-Britain. 


The Price of Fame 





also purchased an adjoining build- 
_ing, which will be razed for a park- 
ing lot. 








Kansas City, May 27. 
Marshall Ensor, winner “of the 
William S. Paley award for merito- 





: Lombardo, Bess Johnson to Bates : 








rious service in amateur radio, will ey 
be guest of honor at banquet tonight 


tendered him by chamber of com-| Orchestra to Palmolive After Lady Esther—Serial 


Reassigned to Klek (New) 


merce of Olathe, Kans., where he is | 
teacher of industrial arts in the high | 
school, with KMBC, local CBS out- | 





let, taking prominent part in the| 
activities. 

Following the local affair Ensor 
will make trip to New York, where 
the award will be made at a testi- | 
monial dinner for him on June 2 
and which event will go out over 


Guy Lombardo winds up his cur- 


Palmolive-Peet, for a product not yet 
selected. New stanza will be heard 
at 8-8:30 p.m. Saturdays on 


gram. 


Phyliss Jean Must Rest 


Buffalo, May 27. count, 

Illness and strain of 15 shows a ‘Your Marriage Club,’ another 
week has forced versatile Phyllis Bates agency program currently oc- 
Jean to drop off WGR-WKBW staff cupying the 8 p.m. Saturday spot on 
and seek a rest at her Rochester CBS for Continental Baking (Won- 
home. She’s been singing, acting ' der bread), will move to 7:30-8 p.m. 
and running a women’s chatter spot Thursday on the same network, suc- 
to the point of nervous exhaustion, ; ceeding ‘Vox Pop,’ which likewise 

Her part is being written out of | changes sponsors and times. Then 
‘T’ll Find My Way,’ 1:45 p.m. soap ‘Marriage Club’ will be replaced 
opera WGR pipes to Mutual. | Aug. 14 for the same sponsor and 
‘product by a new comedy-dramatic 
Gerard B. McDermott, director of series, ‘Maudie.’ 
the radio division of the National Despite the signing of Lombardo 
Research Bureau, has been named a for a C-P-P series, two other regular 
Vv. p. in charge of all radio opera- ,Colgate shows are apparently also 
tions including transcriptions. slated to continue, at least for the 


|the new setup. 
|agency for Lady Esther, is looking 
|for a replacement show for that ac- 








rent series for Lady Esther at the | 
end of June and switches to Colgate- | 


CBS | 
Columbia net on a half-hour pro-| (With a repeat at 11 p.m.), starting | 
| July 5. Ted Bates is the agency on 
Pedlar & Ryan, | 


present. They are ‘Colgate Spot- 
light’ and ‘City Desk,’ which now 
follow each other at 8 and 8:30 p.m., 
respectively, Thursday nights on 
CBS. Both are Bates programs. 
Ted Bates agency also gets the 
‘Story of Bess Johnson’ serial June 
30, when it shifts from Palmolive 
soap to Klek washing soap, a C-P-P 
| product. Ward Wheelock now has 
, the program, but with Elmer Davis 


any time. Mrs. Emily Holt, national 
executiy 4-secretary, was here from 
New York last week to join Hyman 
Faine, the union’s national organ- 
izer, in huddies with the station and 


bring moral support for the local | 


chapter from the national member- 
ship. 
Although the WKRC management 





is reported to have agreed to a few 
AFRA demands, it is said to be still 
refusing the union’s proposals for 
AFRA shop and for commercial and 
sustaining network and commercial 
rates on a parity with those for other 
| network-affiliated outlets. 





WTAM Negotiating 
Cleveland, May 27. 

Local chapter of AFRA, with Vic 
| Connors, national .organizer, here 
| from Detroit to sit in with the ne- 
| gotiating committee, is holding con- 
fabs with WTAM. 

Discussions are reported to be 
| friendly and an agreement is figured 





| starting Sunday (1) a six-nights-a- | likely to be reached soon. 


| week ride for Palmolive, the sponsor 
will not continue ‘Bess Johnson’ on 
| the same product. Wheelock is the 
|agency for the Elmer Davis series 


(‘and will continue handling 
, Palmolive account. 
| Writer-director setup for 





Tibbett Aids in Dallas 
Dallas, May 27. 
Agreement covering AFRA-shop, 


the | minimum pay and working condi- 


, tions has been reached by the Amer- 


In essence, the three-man majority 
laid down the principle that no li- 
_censee has any rights to intervene 
from now on and even when—after 
a superficial look at the documents— 
the Commish thinks a hearing is 
necessary to determine whether pub- 
lic interest will be served nobody 
except the applicant is entitled to 
| present evidence. No matter who 
may be hurt or how, other industry 
members have no ‘right’ to be heard, 
no matter what the Communications 
Act may say about persons ‘ag- 
grieved’ by regulatory action being 
|entitled to go to court. 

The reconsideration was sought by 
| KOA, another daytime plant on the 
|same stripe, WEEU, Reading, Pa.; 
|and 12 members of the clear-channel 
group. Springboard from which the 
three-man majority jumped was the 
KOA petition, but they also re- 
,|marked in a separate order that 
| ‘mere apprehension’ on the part of 
| the clear-channelites ‘is not such an 
interest as to entitle any of the pe- 
titioning licensees to standing as & 
party or person’ aggrieved or whose 
interests are adversely affected 
thereby ‘within the meaning of Sec- 
_tion 405 of the Communications Act.’ 

In throwing out NBC’s plea the 
'majority voiced views which indi- 


‘Bess ican Federation of Radio Artists and cate the networks will get nowhere 


Johnson’ will probably be changed | local station KLRD. Deal is subject if they beg the Commish to recon- 


‘when the show goes to Bates. 
,thor is now William Sweets, with 


Diana Bourbon handling direction. | 


board in New York. 
Negotiations have been under way 


| 


Au- to approval by the union’s national sider or postpone their anti-monop- 


| oly regulations. 
| The Commish brushed off NBC’s 


'Mildred Fenton, who last week for some time, with Lawrence Tib- | contentions that full time operation 


shifted from Blackett-Sample-Hum- 


|bett, AFRA’s national 


president, 


| by WHDH will limit KOA’s service. 


mert to head the Bates daytime | lending valuable assistance during | In doing so, the majority took a 
shows, will decide on the new lineup | his visit here for a concert date some | novel stand, arguing that its re- 


‘for the show. 


| weeks ago, 


(Continued on page 29) 
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Couple of ‘Amateurs’ Plan Importation of American 
Receivers for Experiments—Philco Report Baseless 








Buenos Aires, May 27. 


Plans for South America’s first ex- 
perimental television transmitter are 
under way here with indications that 
tests may be started by mid-July. 
Behind the plan are Julio P. Cal- 
velo, Argentine technical writer 
(who represents several U. S. firms 
in the electrical and allied fields) 
and Eduardo Grinberg, whose father 
owns one of the biggest local radio 
and music retailing outfits. Figure 
that television is still a long way 
off but it’s worthwhile investing 
50,000 pesos right now (about $12,- 
000). 

Both men have been active in the 
local Centro de Television, organiza- 
tion made up of pros and hams who 
have been meeting regularly for the 


past 10 years for study of the sub- | 
Some time ago organization | 


ject. 
7 ied elementary experimental 
broadcasts but expense was too great 
and they've since confined them- 
selves to study and discussion. 
Plans include a small-scale trans- 
mitter and importation of three or 
four receivers. Part of the equip- 
ment for the transmitter has already 
been bought from RCA and imported 
through the local office. Willy Z. 
Smith, representative for several 
electrical firms here, planning to go 
to the States soon to shop for some 
other material. Attempt to bring in 


equipment without duty because of | 


experimental nature of the work has 
failed so far but Calvelo and Grin- 
berg are still trying. 

Reports from States that a full- 
fledged commercial television station 
was to be established in B.A. have 
brought nothing but puzzlement from 
radio people here. According to the 
report emanating from Philadelphia, 
Philco Radio sent the equipment to 
one Fernando G. Chavez, owner of 
LOS. Local Philco office has never 
heard of purchase or Chavez. (There 
is no station LOS.) 





Jap Tele Tests 
Tokio, April 29. 

A series of test television broad- 
casts are to be made by the technical 
research institute of the Broadcast- 
ing Corporation of Japan at Ka- 
mata-cho, Setagaya Ward, of this 
city, every Friday in May and June. 
Since it made its first test telecast 
three years ago, the experts of the 
institute have been improving on 
their system, with the result that 
their new transmitters and icono- 


scopes are now said t. insure very | 


elear reception. 

The Television Research Commis- 
sion, headed by Chief Daitaro Ara- 
kawa of the Engineering Bureau of 
the Communications Ministry which 
was established for the purpose of 
utilizing television for military ends, 
has been jointly engaged in research 
work. In the commission are repre- 
sented the Army and Navy, Com- 
munications Ministry and television 
receiving set manufacturing com- 
Panies, and the television depart- 
ments of Waseda, the Tokio Imperial 
and Engineering universities. 


CANTOR BACK OCT. 1; 
SAME SPOT, SPONSOR 


Bristol-Myers has picked up its op- 
tion on Eddie Cantor for next sea- 
son, and it will again «de the Wed- 
nesday 9-9:30 p. m. spot on the NBC- 
Red. He goes off in June and returns! 
Oct. 1. 

NBC-Red last week also got re- 
newals from Procter & Gamble cov- | 
ering the ‘Truth or Consequence’ 
series and Philip Morris Co. in con- 
nection with the George Putnam 
news periods (Dunhill cigarets). 








i 
t 





Bayuking Balter Stays On 


Bayuk Phillie Cigar has renewed 
its Mutual contract for Sam Balter’s 
sports series for another 52-weeks, 
effective June 16. The account also 
intends to expand its hookup from 
40 to 86 stations. 

Ivey & Ellington, of Philadelphia, 
is the agency. 


vv 


F-M Web Cracks Ice 


Boston, May 27. 

America Network, Inc., new 
frequency - modulated station 
group, yesterday (Monday) 
closed its first commercial con- 
tract. The New England di- 
vision of Socony-Vacuum obli- 
gated itself for a daily news 
broadcast over F-M outlets 
spotted in various parts of the 
New England area. It’s the first 
F-M sponsorship deal involving 
two or more outlets and the first 
time that an advertiser has gone 
F-M on a daily basis. 

The agency on the account is 
J. Stirling Getchell. 














PAR CONSIDERS 
DUMONT TELE 
NEEDS 








commercial television, if licensed by 


the FCC, starting July 1, it is ex- 
pected that Paramount will have 
available necessary special films 


from its own producers to fill out "| 


liberal portion of the programs. 

i; In line with this, Par newsreel | 
editors have been studying television 
requirements, technique and other | 
phases of the new medium. Whether 
regular Paramount newsreel clips 
will be available*is questionable but | 
ultimately the entire newsreel tech- 
nique may be revamped to fit tele- 
vision. Necessity for telling any 
sort of a television story 
maximum of closeups and a negli- 
gible number of distance shots will be 
foremost idea followed in such re- 
vamping. 





Eight Stations Using Wax 


Programs Cut at Camp By 
Soldier -Radioite Conrad 


St. May 27. 

Eight stations in Missouri, Illinois, 
Kansas, Nebraska are using waxes 
made of activities of draftees of 
those states at Camp Robinson, Ark. 
(35th Div). John Conrad, former 
gabber at KWK here, 
as production director and chief 
gabber. The set-up made by Conrad 
embodies the making of the record- 
ings at KARK, Little Rock, which 
has a direct 


Louis, 


tion of the camp and the sale, at 
cost, of the platters to the stations 
that are building up good will by 
airing the activities of the men from 
their states. One of the biggest 
stunts was to record a concert of 


the camp’s 319-man band on Moth- 
er’s Day. 

The stations using the waxes are 
KARK, KWK, St. 


peka; KWBC, Hutchinson, Kans; 
WOW, Omaha; WTMV, East St. 
Louis; KMBC, Kansas City, and} 


KANS, Wichita, Kans. 





Seek Warren (O.) OK 


Akron, O., May 27. 
Frank T. Nied, Akron merchant, 
and Perry H. Stevens, attorney, have 
filed application with the Federal 
Communications Commission for 
authority to construct a radio station 
at Warren, O., to operate on 1,400 


kilocycles with a power of 250 watts, | 


unlimited time. 
The two plan to incorporate with 
a capital of $30,000. 





New Haven—Dick Carlson back 
as WELI announcer after several 
months’ leave. 


When Dumont Television starts its | 


with the | 


is doubling | 


line to the press sec- | 


Louis; WIBW, To- | 


+ 


NOBODY GAN GET 


War Emergency — Colum- | 
bia, Nevertheless, Must 


grams 
July 1 


——__—_— 


OTHER PLANS 





By ROBERT J. LANDRY 


NBC on July 1 in a 15-hour sched- 
ule of New York City television un- 

der the recent rules of the Federal 
Communications Commission, which | 

permit advertising sponsorship. | 
However, the outlook, because of | 

war conditions, plus manufacturing | 
priorities and engineer scarcity, | 

is anything but bullish just now. 

Perhaps the most ironic aspect of 

the July 1 start is that Columbia on | 
the newly created No. 2 channel will | 
be in the somewhat fantastic posi- 

tion of putting out 15 hours of more 

or less costly programs in the knowl- 

edge that hardly a single receiver 

in the area is mechanically equipped 

| to tune in on Channel 2. 


Readjustment Problem 

Estimates vary but perhaps 2,000 
television sets exist in the metro- 
politan New York area. These have 
been getting service for a couple of 
| years from NBC (channel one). One 
|of the big problems of RCA-NBC is 
| its own policy with regard to the 
| sets it has sold. They now require 
| fairly expensive readjustments to ac- 
| commodate other channels, plus Fre- 
|quency Modulation and the raised 
| television standards (from 441 lines 
| to 525 lines). It is thought that all 
| sets will need to be taken to ma- 
{chine shops for the changeovers 
rather than have engineers call at 
premises for installation. 

In addition to its black and white 
service which is required by the 
FCC rules, Columbia will separately 
telecast its color television during 
'the summer. Reception will be con- 
fined to sets owned by staff mem- 
bers. (Ordinary sets, if properly ad- 
justed to the 375 lines of color, can 
pick it up in black and white.) 

Who’s Who on Dial 

Under present conditions NBC has 
Channel 1; CBS, 2; Philco in Phila- 
delphia, 3; Dumont, 4; WOR has a 
construction permit for channei 6; 
Bloomingdale’s in cooperation with 
another department store, Abraham 
& Straus of Brooklyn, is earmarked 
for channel 8. (There are 18 com- 
mercial television channels. theo- 
retically available for the future, 
but perhaps half that number is 
probable maximum for one area be- 
cause of interference dangers.) 

Question of program supply for the 





15 hours a week is not yet worked 
|out. Law requires that 12 of the 
hotirs shall be used up between 2-11] 
p. m. six days weekly and one hour 
must fall between 7:30-10:30 p. m. 
five nights. NBC’s experience indi- 
cates programming (with summer 
fluctuation in favor of outdoors) 
ranges about like this: 
Percent. 
Outside events....... oo 
| tt ete eee ee 35 
PI Bisnis cnsedesabeewe 30 


| Film supply is an imponderable. 


Film companies are opposed to prin- 
| ciple of releasing to television. Para- 
mount because of its part-~~wnership 
of Dumont may be the sole excep- 
tion to a general rule of non-coop- 
eration. 

Another prevailing difficulty for 
NBC and CBS, of course, is the 
presence of ASCAP music on many 
film sound tracks. 

RCA-NBC television service has 
recently been averaging about eight 
hours a week. Staff has a backlog 
lof several years’ program experi- 
lence to help with the added burden 
of July 1. CBS and Dumont start 
| from scratch. 

TBC department 


under Alfred 


CBS TELEVISION 


All Present Television Re. 
ceivers Lack Channel 2,| 
and New Sets Unlikely in 


Produce 15 Hours of Pro-| 
Weekly Starting 


| 
| hand’s p.a.’s, and turned it out 


Columbia and Drmont will join | 


+ 
os 


SHOWS WITHOUT AUDIENCES 





Danny Kaye Lukewarm to Kraft Bid 


Take Big Cut—Crosby’s 


Thompson Agency ieee Asking Bob Burns to 





| Sponsors’ Jingles 





} 

Most of the musical jingles 
used by nationally known man- 
ufacturers in spot announce- 
ments on the networks and in- 
dependent stations have been 
incorporated into a dance ar- 
rangement which Les Brown’s 
band will use on the stage of the 
Strand theatre, N. Y. Outfit be- 
gins a two-week stay there 
June 6. 

Brown’s arrangers have taken 
the idea, dreamed up by the 


as a choral piece incorporating 
as many of the jingles as they 
could obtain permission to use. 


VOX POP SHO 
TO EMERSON 
FOR $3,500 


Parks Johnson and Wally Butter- 
worth wind up ‘Vox Pop’ series for 
Penn tobacco with the June 26 


broadcast and then succeed Ben 
Bernie for Emerson Drug (Bromo- 
Seltzer). For the first eight weeks 











for the new account, starting Aug. | 


CBS FORECAST 


4, they’ll do two half-hour shows a 
week, one on NBC blue (WJZ) and 
the other on Columbia. But eco 
ning Sept. 29 they’ll do only the Co- 
lumbia series. 

Pair were offered a renewal i 
Penn tobacco, but turned it down | 
for a higher amount, reported be- | 
tween $3,500-$4,000 per show, trom | 
Emerson. Kiesewetter, the agency | 
on the Penn tobacco account, has | 
not yet decided on a replacement 
and may not even continue using 
radio for awhile. Between their 
bow-off of the Penn tobacco series 
June 26 and their replacement of 
Bernie in August, Johnson and But- 
terworth wil] take their first vaca- 


tion since they started the show in 
Texas in 1932, 

Spot on Columbia, starting Aug 
4, will be 8 p. m. Mondays, with 60- 
odd stations. Hookup of Coast sta- 
tions will be added in October, 
bringing the string to 74 outlets. 
Series on NBC blue, now filled by 
3ernie, and which Johnson-Butter- 
worth take over Aug. 8, is 9 p. m. 
Friday (with a repeat at 11:30). 


During the eight weeks they do the 
two stanzas, they’ll be paid a double 
amount by Emerson. 


The present ‘Vox Pop’ spot, 7:30 
p. m. Thursday on CBS, will be 
taken by ‘Your Marriage Club,’ now 
heard Saturday nights, for Wonder 
bread. Latter show will be suc- 
ceeded Aug. 14 by ‘Maudie’ comedy- 
dramatic series with Mary Mason, 
for the same sponsor. Ted Bates is 
the agency for Wonder bread. 
Morton has Thomas Hutchinson and 
Warren Wade as directors and will 


probably re-hire some former direc- 


tors. At CBS, under Adrian Mur- 
phy, executive director of the de- 
partment, are Gilbert Seldes, Direc- 


tor of Television; Worthington Minor, 
from legit; and Len Hole, manager 
of television operations. 

Columbia is now completing mov- 
ing into and setting up studios in 
the Grand Central Terminal, two 


blocks from its transmitter atop the | 


Chrysler tower. CBS television en- 
gineer-in-chief, Peter Goldmark, will 
also retain his color experimental 
lab on the fifth floor of the CBS 
home offices. 

Dumont’s program director is Will 
Baltin, former Jersey radio editor. 
Mortimer Loewi, Dumont v.p., is 
keeping Dumont’s program ideas 
under wraps until a later moment 
but reveals Dumont has ideas of its 
own not similar to others’ serv- 
ice 


Mutual Yen Unconfirmed 





J. Walter Thompson doesn’t ex- 

|pect that anything will materialize 
\from the offer that it has made 
\Danny Kaye for several appearances 
lon the Kraft Music Hall during July 
‘and August. Kaye would have to go 
|to Hollywood for these broadcasts 
land the agency has found that the 
|comic isn’t anxious to make the trip 
‘unless there is a coincidental bid 
|from a picture company. 
| Plan had been for Kaye to make 
|three or four stands on the Thurs- 
‘day night program after Bing Crosby 
had gone on his vacation. Crosby 
_bows out the middle of July. 
On behalf of Kraft it is under- 
| stood the Thompson agency has 
|urged upon Beb Burns a substantial 
Salary cut from his present rate of 
compensation at $5,000 a week. His 
termer will run out next January 
first. Agency is taking tack that it 
would like to retain the Arkansas 
, comic but feels his price is now out 
|of relation to his popularity. This 
alleged fact Burns is said to deny 
and it is not expected he will readily 
fall in line with the agency’s line 
of reasoning. 

New York office of the agency 
also reported Monday (26) that it 
knew nothing of the story out of 








Hollywood that Crosby had re- 
quested that Kraft buy a supple- 
mentary 15-minute period on the 
Mutual Network so that he would 
be able to sing the ASCAP songs by 
which he is known among phono- 


'graph record fans. 





FUN-MINDED 


Hollywood, May 27. 

Dramatics and audience participa- 
tion programs will be given little 
consideration in setting up the sum- 
mer ‘Forecast’ series over CBS. So 
declared W. B. Lewis, net’s program 
chief, here for a fortnight to lay out 
a collection of from 10 to 16 shows 
to calk the hiatus voids. Preference 
will go to music, comedy and variety, 
declared Lewis, adding that the cur- 
rent ASCAP negotiations, whichever 
way they go, will not be a factor in 
determining the formats of the sum- 
mer shows. 





Several new ideas and techniques 
will be tried out, Lewis said, oper- 
ating on the dual premise of experi- 
mentation and showcasing for fall 
buyers. Series will be initialed July 
14 but no decision has been reached 
on where it will be niched. Last 
midyear it filled the vacated Lux 


spot on Monday nights. 
Additional to the ‘Forecast’ lineup 
will be two series devoted to workers 


in national defense and those “in 
army camps. Thought behind the 
show for home workers is to help 


buck up morale and emphasize the 


importance of their labors to the 
country’s defense program. Army 
authorities have banned originations 
from the camps so the shows will 
have to be piped in on the loud 
speakers. 

Lewis said ‘Free Company’ would 


be resumed as soon as sufficient ma- 
terial is backlogged for another 
quarterly splurge ‘against any and 
all opposition.’ 


Lutherans Raise 100G 


For Station Improving 


, St. Louis. May 27. 

The Evangelical Synod of Mis- 
souri, Ohio and Other States, which 
owns and operates KFUO, the Luth- 
eran station at Clayton, Mo., near 
here, is raising a $100,000 fund for 
alterations and additions to the sta- 
tion. The station broadcasts the in- 
ternational Gospel Hour every Sun- 
day p.m. 

Contributors to the fund, solicited 
via the ether, will receive a bronze 
KFUO souvenir pin 
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‘OUR GOOD NEIGHBORS’ 
With Frank Black Orchesira 
36 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Thursday, 10:30 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

NBC has 22 Latin-American pro- 
grams in prospect for Thursdays at 
10:30 p.m. The first was an intro- 
duction to all 
icas’ (the frequently-repeated catch- 
phrase of the script by Wyliss 
Cooper) and each of those to fol- 
low will single out one of 21 repub- 
lics for salute. The programs are 
likely to represent lots of musical 
and historic research and painstak- 
ing attention to the niceties and 
subtleties of national custom, pride 
and sensitivity. 

Inaugural proved fast-moving and 
kaleidescopic. By nothing more 
original than the ‘caption’ method, 
the script managed to crowd to- 
gether and put across a mental 
image of colorful far-off places, 
thriving, if strange, cultures and 
civilizations just as rich and usually 
considerably older than our own 
Yankee ways of life. 


Voices with the accents of Span- 
ish and Portuguese sounded the roll 
call of the republics. Other voices 
flung out the great symbolic names 
of the patriots—Bolivar, Hidalgo, 
O’Higgins, Juarez. North Americans 
were reminded that when the dour, 

ious and hungry Pilgrims touched 

lymouth Rock in a Wilderness of 
Indians and pine trees the city of 
Havana already was 100 years old 
(and doing the rhumba?). And, 
Senor Yanqui, did you also know 
that when Harvard was just a couple 
of converted cow barns the Univer- 


‘The Other Amer-, 


|‘BUCK PRIVATE AND HIS GIRL’ 
With Myron McCormick, Anne Sey- 


mour, Alexander Kirkland, Joan 
Banks, Tom Powers, Don Mc- 
Laughlin 

| 15 Mins. 

Sustaining 


Daily, 10:15 a.m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 


NBC thinks it has in ‘Buck Private 
‘and His Girl’ the show everyone has 
been seeking—a serial localed at an 
army camp and dealing with the 
day-to-day life of a trainee. On that 
basis, the network expects to sell the 
series pronto. Whether or not it 
succeeds, it has a promising com- 
mercial offering in this skillfully 
hoked romantic meller. At least 
| that is the conclusion based on Mon- 
day (26) morning’s debut install- 
ment. 

; Jumping right into recognized se- 
'rial plot complications, ‘Buck Pri- 
'vate’ (the show will quickly lose the 
‘rest of its title in trade terminology) 
presented the story of a draftee and 
| his sweetheart, whose blissful ro- 
'rance is about to be shattered by a 
| gorgeous young thing who crashes 
up in an auto accident and is extri- 
cated from the wreckage by the stal- 
wart soldier. There are already nu- 
|merous puzzling plot threads to be 
|explored and, even in the opening 
‘chapter, a few mystifying angles on 
the principals. 

Serial is scripted by Clare Belle 
Thompson and Margaret Lukes Wise, 
free-lancers, and is produced-di- 
rected by Arthur Hanna, of the NBC 
staff. It’s a skillful job in both de- 
partments. “Myron McCormick, as, 
buck private Steve Mason, the hero, | 

‘is properly vigorous and expressive. 


‘NEWS OF THE WEEK IN INDUS- 
TRY’ 

With John McIntyre, Ed Herlihy 

15 Mins 


Follow-Up 


—wp 


Comment 





GENERAL ELECTRIC 
| Thursday, 8:30 p.m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 


(B. B. D. & O.) 


David McLean, 43-year-old Scot 
‘farmer who captured Rudolf Hess 
| when the No. 3 Nazi parachuted to 

: ' earth following a plane journey from 
It is a rare pleasure—accent on the y rote San con bd nag ee ee a 
rare—to be able to speak admiringly | ‘We. the People’ last week. Larry 
of a radio program devoted to} Le Sueur, of 
‘propaganda’ for business. So many terviewed the Scotsman who played 
of the radio attempts have been 4a part in one of biggest news stories 
either transparently biased and of all time. Le Sueur did more talk- 
smug or cautious to dullness. Gen- jng than McLean. Announcer re- 
era] Electric has an ideal program created the scene, leaving the farm- 
for this particular point in business er to answer fill-in questions, cov- 
—and world history—giving Ameri- | ered in one or two sentences. 
cans factual dope on the one ques-| Gabriel Heatter, before the switch 
tion they want to know about—how across Atlantic, warned listeners 
about that national defense job? | Ks t Rev ‘ indler 

The program derives from that standing cLean because 0 is 
alert and influential modern publi- heavy burr. Le Sueur also spoke of 
cation, Business Week, and between this possibility. However, McLean’s 
publication and agency a dialog remarks came through clearly despite 
script for two professional spielers | the accent. Interview revealed little | 
unfolds with consistent engross-| about the amazing episode, but did 


ment. Behind the program is an op-| have the advantage of a participant’s | 


timistic note that private enterprise telling. McLean did say Hess’ first 
is going to town for the Govern- words were that he wanted to go to 
ment. The program is a ray of sun- Lord Hamilton's place and that his 
shine in a morbid world. Land. |captor said, ‘Not tonight.’ Farmer 

Snenuattieliaiiin also stated Hitler’s ex-chum nixed 
an offer of tea, saying he never drank 
it ‘that late at night.’ Le Sueur men- 
tioned fact that Hess carried enough 
| digestion tablets and stimulants, in- 
cluding morphine, to fill ‘a medicine 
| cabinet.’ McLean said he will stick 
ito his job of raising products for 
England's use and will not accept 
any other offers for personal ap- | 





CLARENCE GASKILL 

‘Staten Island Chamber of Commerce’ 
Songs and Patter 

15 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Monday, 4:30 p.m. 

WNYC, New York 


Clarence Gaskill, who has been 


BS’ London watch, in- | 


they might have difficulty in under-| 


writing a new song every 20 minutes 
since the last war, was heard Mon- 


pearances in England and the United | 
States. 


He gets billing on the air. Anne 
| Seymour is vibrant as his sweet- 
‘heart. Joan Banks, as the accident- 
victim menace, had only a couple of) 
moans on the opening show. Others 
to be in subsequent chapters include 
Alexander Kirkland, Tom Powers 
and Don McLaughlin, Hobe. | 


sity at Lima was 87 years estab-~ 
lished? Si, si and also tsk, tsk! 
This is good stuff. North Ameri- 
cans are profoundly ignorant of 
their good neighbors, urgently in 
need of smartening up. They are 
some 450 years after Columbus, of 
course, but better to discover South 
America late, and with NBC’s help, | 
than not at all. The series will not! 
be easy perhaps. There will, no 


‘CARNIVAL OF STARS’ Senlati 
‘doubt, be brass hats and protocol, With Kenny Baker, Rose Bampton, 
to ensnare author, director and net-| Ronald Colman, Sheila Barrett, Ed 
work. But apparently there is lots| Sullivan, Royal Guardsmen Octet, 
of exotic anecdota and music to be| Maj. Gen. Beaumont-Nesbitt, David 
woven together. The getaway pro- Cheskin Orchestra. 
gram was workmanlike and vivid,| Friday, 10:15 p.m. 
making frequent uses of montage | WKBW-MBS, Buffalo. 2 | 
devices. Much of the music, notably | Like most benefits, (this was for 
an operatic overture by a Brazilian, British relief) 45-minute stanza from 
was highly promising. | Buffalo’s Kleinhans Music Hall trot- 
NBC bows off with an elegant! ted out its share of names, then left 
declaration that it enjoys the en-|them dangling through poor timing 
dorsement of Vice-President Henry | 4nd ill-pacing. But for a slow start 
Wallace and Secretary of State Cor- | and some snappy dialogue, it might 
dell Hull. Land. | have molded into a well-knit show, 
|since theme of war relief struck a 





day afternoon (26) on municipally- ; 
owned WNYC playing a couple| Phil SpitaIny and his femme 
dozen of his songs (part of last | orchestra provided an assuasive half- 
week’s output) to his own accom- hour Sunday (25) on NBC Red 
paniment. In between tunes he en-| (WEAF) for General Electric. Pro- 
gaged in some chatter with the gram leaned heavily on the classics, 
WNYC stand-by announcer. The pro- | with selections from such operas as 
gram seemed to lack something and |‘Madame_ Butterfly,’ ‘Meistersinger’ 


‘after mature reflection the decision! and ‘Martha.’ It sounded strange, at 
‘on what was missing is Fred Allen. | first, to hear ‘Someday He'll Come’ 


The program cried out for comment and ‘Last Rose of Summer’ sung by 
by Allen, /a contralto, but Maxine handled 
The program, for no special reason, them beguilingly in lower-scaled ar- 
bears the name ‘Visiting in Staten | Tangements. HoWever, _ historical 
Island.’ It has the support of the purists might have remarked that a 
Staten Island Chamber of Commerce | dramatized bit about Von Flotow 
and is devoted to interviews. puens, Last broad pt ge: eM 
: : : ,' certain prima donna didn’t jibe wi 
Gaskill did a ‘and then I wrote—’ | : 
routine that dramatized what an oe See - Ee pegowe, hand por 
energetic composer he is. From the | 2° a er 7 ee eed 
last war he dug up his ‘Coffee Cool- | 3" old Irish folksong. Prize Song 
ers’ song, a pansy bit called ‘Oh from ‘The Meistersinger,’ supplied a 
Captain Dear,’ and his medals saga, sock violin solo on the show. 
‘I Wanta Cross—to the Good Old 
U. S. A., In commemoration of the: 











Ted Steele is one of the nicer 


WILLIAM WINTER 
News Commentator 
15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Nightly 

KSFO, San Francisco 


common chord in most of the guests. 
Ronald Colman, in particular, had 
audience at swank $2.25-$4 per ducat 
affair well on his side with appro- 
priate recitation of Socrates’ triumph 
over his totalitarian judges. 

Show got off to a delayed start, 


William Winter, former attorney | dramatic bit in hall just before air- 


who turned commentator on WBT, 
Charlotte, is new to the Coast, but 
should make friends easily. Brought 
out by Lincoln Dellar, manager of 
KSFO and formerly at WBT, Winter 
is being groomed as one of the 20 
western shows CBS sales chief Ar- 
thur J. Kemp will peddle on his 
jaunt east in June. Winter may be 
one of his easier assignments. 

News commentators are a dime a 
dozen these days, with result that 
anyone who can make an impres- 
sion in the crowded field is note- 
worthy. Winter has a crisp, fast, 
but conversational man-to-man ap- 
proach. Wern. 


QUICK QUIZ BEE 
With Gren Rand 
30 Mins.—Local 
SPAULDING BAKERIES 
Sunday, 1:30 p.m. 
WOKO, Albany 

After sponsoring noontime side- 
walk quizzes for five years, Spauld- 
ing Bakeries moved into the WOKO 
studio for a Sunday session before 
an audience. Setup calls for two 
teams to compete in the first half, 
the winner to meet the holdover vic- 
tor, during second half. Colleges, 


dramatic and social groups, business 
houses, etc., send squads to battle of 


out. 

Rand plays for mild laughs and 
with some success. He should guard 
against occasional overstepping the 
thin line and landing into smart- 
alecky field. 

Rand also handles the advertising, 
which is restrained as local pro- 
grams go. There are small cash and 
product payoffs. Jaco. 


*‘DIAL-O-WORD’ 
With Jack Gregson 
Nevelty 

15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 

Tu., Th., 10:15 p.m. 
KSFO, San Francisco 

Latest radio game to pop up here 
is Cliff Howell’s air version of 
cross-word puzzles, using the num- 
ber and three-letter combinations 
on dial phones in place of the 
checkerboard squares. About six 
words are used, including a ‘$2 
toughie.’ On show caught this was 
a 10-letter combination, ‘7226325403’ 
translating to ‘scandalize.’ 

Some of the dialers must be 
psychic, correct answers popping up 
almost before Gregson could strike 
the gong which sets off each race. 
It’s a novelty, smoothly handled and 
okay within the limitations of com- 
petitive participation. Wern. 


| time holding up pickup for a minute 
/or so. Sullivan was emcee and 
| moved acts along in quick style, but 
|a little less enthusiasm over ‘fine 
| audience,’ etc. and a few more gags | 
‘might have helped. Toronto’s Royal 
| Guardsmen Octet came out first with 
|pair of rousing ditties, then Maj. 
| Gen. F. G. Beaumont-Nesbitt re- 
| layed message from Lord Halifax. 

| As it was, shot didn’t get into real 
{entertainment until first quarter- 
|hour was up. Then Rose Bampton, 
local daughter, picked up proceed- 
ings a bit with well-rounded, grace- 
ful Massenet aria, ‘Il est doux, il est 
bon, encoring with ‘Long, Long Ago.’ 
At this point Colman took over with 
highly dramatic bit. Kenny Baker 
recalled his versatile Mikado chores 
with ‘The Wandering Minstrel,’ giv- 
ing show a modern touch with neat 
‘Amapola’ as followup. Sheila Bar- 
rett wowed ’em with mime of young 
brat urged to ‘make like Garbo,’ 
adding a sock song parody a ia Bea 
| Lillie and Bert Lahr. Slow start 
| gave show a poor ending, resulting 
|in cut during Miss Barrett’s final bit, 
| a poetic thing. 

| Dave Cheskin, WGR-WKBW con- 
| ductor, achieved fine musical back- 
ing with 50-piece group. Bob Sherry 
announced. Betz. 





STELLA UNGER 
Film Chatter 

15 Mins.—Local 
FABIAN THEATRES 
Daily, 6:30 p.m. 
WTRY, Troy, N.Y. 

Best portions of these broadcasts 
| are five-minute transcriptions on 
| which Stella Unger sketches the ca- 
|reers of stars. Like virtually all 
| Hollywood chatterers. Miss Unger 
| spreads the praise too thick. How- 
ever, it’s that slightly unreal light 
in which picture fans apparently 
want their marquee favorites to be 
| pictured. A candid focus presum- 
|ably is not desired or permitted. 
Miss Unger has smooth mike tech- 
nique, her voice being clear and 
gheery, her manner chatty. 

Before and after the plaiters (NBC 
Thesaurus) are’ turntabled, Al 
Parker, fast-talking and sometimes 
high-pitched announcer, spiels the 
| pictures playing Proctor’s Troy, Pal- 
' ace and Grand, Albany, Proctor’s and 
State, Schenectady. Jaco. 


| Merle §S. Jones, gen. mgr. of 
‘KMOX, who served as gen. chairman 
‘of the St. Louis Committee during 
the N.A.B. convention, regaining 


strength on a Canadian fishing trek. 


i 


present difficulties, Gaskill had ‘The 
44th Division at Old Fort Dix,’ 
‘Every Day is American Day’ and 


‘Love America or Leave It Alone.’ | 


A thoroughly enjoyable quarter | 
Land 


hour. 


PHILIP GUEDALLA 
Talk 

20 Mins. 

Monday, 7:40 p.m. 
BBC, London 


casuals that stroll in and out of the 
NBC schedules under what is air- 
described as ‘an invitation to sweet 
music addressed to you.’ His soft 
kind of, nice kind of, music would 


(if it isn’t bad taste to mention the 
matter) were he permitted to mess 
around with some of those ASCAP 
pieces, 





Curley Bradley is the non-Ibernian, 





South American hand-clasp series 
follows a similar educational flight 
around the U.S. It’s neatly done-up 
for listeners in hands of novelist 
| Guedalla, and at this initial catching 
ij has benefitted from experience in 
ethering the Yank contingent. Latter 
were strong on statistics but lacking 
human interest, resulting 
lecture-room atmosphere which 
snubbed the original idea. Trouble 
may again develop as series travels 
on, although it seems Phillip Gued- 
alla is to handle the entire run, as 
against the switch which BBC made 
in the U. S. ethering by calling in a 
new name each week. This may 
make all the difference. 


Novelist successfully flavored the 
20-minute spiel with punch and ap- 
peal. His approach to the subject, 
and treatment, meaning a session of 
continual, mounting interest. Forth- 
right slam at the ostrich-like accept- 
ance of popular opinion of a foreign 
land, based on motion pictures and 
pop dittys of the tango and rhumba 
Style, served as an immediate re- 
minder that his was no travelog and 
| listeners were in for something fresh. 
| It was a stylish methed of getting 
|} underway. Artistry of 
| wielder was apparent throughout the 
diseussion which embraced the whole 
of the continent, 
| artistry 
Slice of land could have been made 
so entertaining. 


‘RHYMING TIMES’ 
JOHNNY FORREST 
News 

15 Mins.—Local 
BOSTON DENTISTS 
Sunday, 2:15 p.m. 
KIRO, Seattle 


| Johnny Forrest is back with his 
| rhymed news, accompanying him- 
.self on the piano. Selection and 
| comments are amusing. Forrest is 
a veteran newscaster around Seattle, 
doing several daily stints at present, 
and formerly had same type of show 
over KIRO. He covers the lighter 
side of the news chiefly, depart- 
mentalizing his period into Head- 
lines, 
rating for editorials and comics, and 
points up items in an original man- 
| ner. 

| Choice of background music adds 
to program, making it more of a 
15-minute show than straight news 
'in rhyme. Reed. 


in aj} 


the pen-e 


on and without that | 
it’s unlikely such a hefty | 


features and a combination | 


handle of a gent in Chicago who 
sings rather drowzily in Spanish in 
the Rex Maupin session carelessly 
known on Thursday nights as ‘Carib- 
bean Tunes. A whammo xylo is 
contributed by Jose Bethencourt. It 
all adds up as Merchandise Mart 
Latin, but don’t think it ain’t mod- 
erately charming. 





Bill Stern, describing the hectic 
climax of the Joe Louis-Buddy Baer 
fight Friday (23) night from Wash- 
ington, lost his detachment in the ex- 
citement. Referring to the cham- 
| pion’s ‘after-the-bell’ knockdown of 
the challenger, Stern repeatedly 
made the flat declaration that ‘Louis 
| positively did not hear the bell.’ 
Without going into the legality of the 
disputed punch, it is obvious that the 
question of whether another person 
has heard a sound is necessarily a 
|matter of opinion. The most definite 
| Statement Stern would appear to be 





| 


ELEANOR NASH 

| Fashion, Beauty Talk 
15 Mins. 

Sustaining 
Wednesday, 11:30 a.m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 


New series Wednesday mornings 
on NBC Blue (WJZ) offers what is 
Supposed to be and sounds like 
authoritative dope on how femmes 
should make themselves irresistible. 
It’s called ‘Ask Eleanor Nash’ and its 
principal is described as beauty and 
style consultant for a New York 
specialty shop. Anyway, Mrs. Nash 
not only knows her stuff, but she has 
an intelligent perspective and a 
listenable manner of presentation. 


Although her spiel is manifestly 
aimed at the femme audience, it’s 
broader and deeper in scope than the 
usual woman’s clothes and fashion 
“> that drives men to the great out- 
oors. 


After a more or less straight inter- 
view-spiel with announcer Radcliffe 


| 


likes the studio audience to heckle 
her, so a number of rather patently 
primed questions were asked. She 
also made an obvious bid for mail 
before, during and after replying to 
some on the air. Those are easily- 
remedied as is the script’s repetitious 
'gush about what a wonder girl Mrs. 
Nash is. When heard Wednesday 
(21), the second shot of the series, it 
sounded as if the script writer must 
have a crush on her. Hobe. 





probably be a better kind of music | 


Hall, Mrs. Nash explained that she | 


| justified in making was that Louis 
|seemed not to have heard the bell, 
| Furthermore, by Stern’s own account 
'of the incident, Baer had arisen from 
a previous knockdown and was walk- 
ing to his own corner when the 
disputed blow was struck. That 
sounded as if Baer, described as 
virtually out on his feet, had heard 
the bell which the uninjured Louis 
couldn’t hear. As a climax to the 
frantic mixup, Stern cut Baer’s man- 
ager, Ancil Hoffman, off the air for 
expressing a ‘matter of opinion.’ 
That may have been somewhat 
arbitrary (in view of his own just- 
previous confusion of fact with 
opinion), but it seemed a prudent 
'thing to do. As a matter of fact, it 
, was doubtful judgment to give Hoff- 
man the mike at all just then. Im- 
mediately afterward both fighters 
made calm and sportsmanlike state- 
ments about each other, but every- 
one else involved was apparently 
badly rattled. 





_ Judith Anderson gave a vibrant, 
moving performance in ‘Young 
Woodley’ last Friday (23) night. as 
guest on ‘Campbell Playhouse.’ Her 
portrayal of the professor’s wife in 
the drama was soundly conceived 
and was projected on a _ rising 
emotional scale, yet was skillfully 
held within bounds. She has an un- 
usually persuasive voice for radio. 





‘Our Gal Sunday’ was a compact, 


| propulsive show as heard Wednes- 


day (21). It had five distinct scene 
changes, all of them stemming 
naturally out of the action and not 
tossed in merely to give the illusion 
of pace. In addition, 
quickly picked up the story and 
carried it along. Except at the open- 
ing and close, there was no narration 
by the announcer, the dialog itself 
providing the locale, story back- 
ground, etc. It all added up to terse, 


clean and expert. scripting by 
authoress Helen Walpole. Incident- 
ally, there was unintentionally 


amusing contradiction in the closing 
commercial. ‘Don’t experiment, said 
the announcer, ‘try Anacin at once. 


- 





‘Against the Storm’ continues to be 
unique among daytime commercials. 
Without even a gesture toward pace 
or the usual kind of action, it 
saunters along from day to day, 
pausing for leisurely conversations 
between characters and containing 
long, picturesque background narra- 
tion and scene-setting. As heard Fri- 
day (23), one lengthy scene was 
played against an organ accompa- 
niment. It’s a literate show, rather 
than a dramatic one. And its char- 
acters are inclined to be almost in- 
humanly tolerant and articulate. It’s 
also notable for the fact that 
|}authoress Sandra Michael prefers 
prose-picture bridges to the usual 
organ music for scene changes. 





‘Story of Mary Marlin’ provided a 
noisy and hardly appealing stanza 
Thursday (22), as a bratty youngster 
named Davey whined, wailed and 
yapped through about half the script. 
Other characters were little more at- 
tractive and the‘\net effect was more 
distracting than diverting. Hard to 
'understand the idea behind such 
writing and direction, since spoiled 
children and loud grownups are 
scarcely the sort of people anyone 
would normally be expected to want 
around the house. In other respects, 
too, the program was a curious one. 
Everyone in the script sounded like 
a ‘character, from the garrulous 
grandma to the guy who talked 
about the ‘Excelsior’ poem and his 
companion, apparently a borderline 
mental case. 





Larry Adler was star of ‘Lip Serv- 
ice’ presented Sunday (25) night by 
Norman Corwin as the fourth in his 
|*26 by Corwin’ series for Columbia 
| Workshop. It was an amusing and sat- 
isfying show. It was simpler in con- 
| ception from a production standpoint 
; than the previous programs of the 
series, yet it had refreshing origin- 
ality and inventiveness. Doubtless 
| Corwin’s fellow-craftsmen in radio 
found it less impressive than some 
of his previous efforts, but it must 
have been more understandable and 


thus more entertaining to general 
listeners. Story, more compactly 
written than some Corwin shows, 


dealt with a hillbilly harmonica vir- 
tuoso from Tennessee who becomes 
the sensation of New York and, as a 
goodwill envoy to a Latin American 
president, cements Pan-American re- 
‘lations. In the end, of course, he goes 
back home to his hillbilly heart- 
throb, who also just wants to hear 
him play the mouth-organ. There 
were numerous pungent topical ref- 
erences, such as the quote from a 
Ralph Ingersol editorial in PM, 
|‘Mannix panicks audience at Car- 
negie—and what are we going to do 
|about it?’ And, somewhat unusual 
ifor a Corwin show, there were 
| several potent acting parts. Adler 
| handled the harmonic-playing as- 
signment of the leading part su- 
|perbly, making the musical portions 
seem all too short. Ted de Corsia’s 
| was a brilliant performance in the 
dramatic part of the same role, while 
Minerva Pious, Joan Alexander, 
Luis Van Rooten, Mildred Natwick, 
Don, Corrison and Frank Lovejoy 
clicked in supporting parts. 





each scene- 
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Over-Border Bdcasts More Important 





Many Mexicans Brush Up on English via Shortwave 
—Ecuador in Salute to Mexican Anniversary 
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Mexico City, May 27. 
U. S. radio programs have become 
more popular of late in Mexico. Not 


| 
| 


only do more fans tune in more) 


broadcasts, 


notably Yankee music, | 


but news broadcasts and other types vanced by the Party of the Mexican 


of information are increasingly ap-' 


preciated. Numerous Mexicans are 
using radio broadcasts from the 
U. S. (and from England, too) to 
brush up on their English. 

Meantime radio also unites Span- 
ish-speaking Latin Americans. An 
example was recent special program 
broadcast (21) by station HCJB, 40 
meters, 12,400 kilocycles, of Quito, 
Ecuador, in honor of Mexico on the 
occasion of fiestas attending the 
400th anniversary of the founding of 
Morelia, capital of Michoacan, Mexi- 
can state. Prominent Mexicans, in- 
cluding high government officials, 
were invited to the Ecuadoran lega- 
tion by Cesar Coloma, charge d'af- | 
faires, to hear this broadcast. Ecua- 
dor and the radio station were 
officially thanked by the Mexican | 
government for this broadcast. 

Mexican radio stations, it is said, 
will reciprocate this courtesy and 
broadcast special programs on the 
occasion of big events in the other 
Latin American countries, 





+ London Calling t 





London, May 8. 

Leslie Howard quit film-making 
for the day to appear in the quest 
niche on ‘Hi Gang.’ Did his stand- 
by piano act. Stunt was part of 
show’s ‘If I Had the Chance’ idea, 
whereon show business names bare 
their secret ambitions, 





Michael Arien stories confinue to 
engage Val Gielgud’s drama dept., 
latest being a version of ‘The Crook- 
ed Coronet.’ Hugh Stewart respon- 
sible for the air script. 





Scott and Whaley grabbing off 
more time. Their standard act gets 
plenty of calls, just finished a run 
with ‘Laugh Train,’ and hold down 
a good part of the weekly ‘Ken- 
tucky Minstrels.’ 





Bernard Miles from legit finally 
adds radio to his list of things done. 
Is currently handling a disc session 
with ad lib comment and drawing 
mail. 





Diana Ward bowed with ‘Monday 
Night at Eight.’ Her cabaret style 
has been tough to fit the mike hith- 
erto, and she’s side-stepped radio 
solo work. 





Carroll Gibbons’ ‘Saturday Diver- 
sion’ renewed for a further six 
weeks and given later spotting in 
the afternoon. Batoner retaining 
Jack and Daphne Barker, nitery 
team, on the vocal] end, plus the solo 
niche now held by his own warbler, 
Anne Lenner. 





Vivian Ellis, cleffer, will be bio- 
graphied in forthcoming ‘Spotlight 
on a Tunesmith.’ He's now a lieu- 
tenant in the navy. 





‘Hi Gang’ will take a summerlay- 
off. Bebe Daniels-Ben Lyon-Vic 
Oliver session marked up 52 straight 
weeks, and will resume with the 
fall. Trio are signatured to make 
a film around the radio show. 





Dorothy Carless, warbler with 
Geraldo’s outfit, going dramatic for 
BBC. She’s airing with Ronnie Hill 
in a Cockney characterization, ‘Clear 
As Crystal,’ afternoon comedy ses- 
sion. 





H. E. Wright’s book, ‘Rhubaiyat Of 
An Actor’ being adapted for radio 
by Eric Fawcett. Tome is in praise 
of the performer. 





Frances Day has a hit tune for the 
Air Force from her melodies in cur- 
rent ‘Black Vanities.’ Nostalgic mel- 


|of a double 


Dominant Political Party 


Uses English Programs 


Mexico City, May 27. 
Good neighborism is being ad- 


Revolution, dominator of politics in 
Mexico and backer of the federal 
government on its. XEFO (5,000 
watts) here. A 15-minute nightly 
newscast in English is delivered by 
Alexis Rovzar, young local Amer- 
ican, whose voice and delivery much 
resemble Boake Carter. This news- 
cast, covering Mexican, American 
and international events, is highly 
popular with the Anglo-American 
colony and the numerous Mexicans 
who understand English. 

The Party is arranging to intro- 
duce other programs in English at 
this station and its other service 
here XEUZ (100 watts). 


State of Jalisco Uses 
Radio for Tourist Ads 
Aimed at Yankee Nabes 


Mexico City, May 27. 
Radio is being used by the State 
of Jalisco to advertise 








business 
and tourists advantages in Mexico 
and abroad, with the inauguration 
station, XEJB (5,000 
and XEJG, short 


its 


watts), long wave, 
wave, in Guadalajara, its capital. 
Offices of new stations are in the 
Teatro Degollado, historic playhouse 
that the state recently modernized. 
Victores Prieto, state secretary gen- 
eral, is the manager. 


Inauguration ceremonies included | 
special program of typically Jalisco | 
songs and music by the state band | 


and the Guadalajara policé depart- 
ment orchestra. Jalisco is the first 


| individual Mexican state to use radio 


| the Buen Tono Cigaret Co., 


so extensively. 

The stationssare making a big play 
for American tourists. The pro- 
grams draw attention to the ease of 
visiting Jalisco and _ particularly 
Guadalajara which is served by the 
Pan American highway from No- 
gales, Ariz., and Laredo, Tex., the 
National Railways of Mexico and the 
Southern Pacific and Pan American 
Airways from Los Angeles. 

As a move to cultivate U. S. 
friendship, station XEB, local] 50,- 
000-watter owned and operated by 
a French 
firm, has started airing a Latin 
American Hour two afternoons 4 
week. Programs are in English and 
are intended to inform Yankee visit- 
ors here about the history, back- 
ground and customs of this coun- 
try, as well as the achievements of 
the Mexican national and local gov- 
ernments. 

Presentation of American and 
English plays, directed by Annelies 
Morgan, of Fernando Wagner’s Pan- 
American theatre, is a part of the 


series. Adaptations are by Rickey 
Austin, who with Miss Morgan, 
neads a troupe that includes Ray 
Adams, Vicqui Ellis, Pedro Armen- 


dariz and Pol Delgado. First play of 
the series was ‘Parting At Imsdorf,’ 
by N. Richard Nussbaum (Nuss- 
baum is a member of the NBC pro- 
duction staff in Chicago—Ed). 


ody carries tag ‘He Wears A Pair 
of Silver Wings,’ and will be in for 
hefty plugging. She aired it for first 
time when BBC ran a wire into the 
stage show. 





Max Bacon back in harness again 
after auto accident. Comic gets 
around on crutches. 





Despite war, BBC will cut in on 
the nightingale again when feathered 
warbler of the wild woods does his 
nightly chirping—at least, they hope 
he’ll chirp. Five spots have been 


allocated to the ritzy thrush through- 


out month of May. Late night dance 
sessions will carry three of the in- 
terruptions. 


NOT AS INNOCENT 





Some in Buenos Aires Sense 
Implications — In 
Event Government 


Greatly Extended the De- 


All Radio 





NEW WEB STARTS 








Buenos Aires, May 27. 
| First step of a long range program , 
eventually aimed at complete na- 
|tionalization of Argentine radio has 
been announced by the Dirccion | 
General de Correos y Telegrafos | 


(Postoffice) which has charge of 
broadcasting here. Widespread re- 
percussions have already been 


noted, proponents claiming the ac- 
tion will squeeze out Nazis who’ve 
recently renewed attempts to re 
in on radio here while opponents of 
| proposals insist the same nationaliza- 
tion ruling contains more than a} 
hint of anti-Yanquism. 
je Rulings were issued in connection 
|with the formation of a new six- 
station chain which will be the first 
group of stations under one owner- 
ship. Two other Argentine chains 
already in existence, operated by LR 
1 Radio Mundo and LR 3 Radio 
Belgrano, are similar to U. S. chains 
in that they operate under con- 
tractual arrangements. The new 
rulings provide: 

Majority of shareholders and 
the board of directors of the 
new company—and eventually 
of all stations—must be native- 
born Argentines. 


The president of the board, as 
well as executive officers, must 
be native Argentines exclu- 
sively. 





Personnel in technical and 

| administrative side must be of 
Argentine nationality, except in 
special cases authorized by the 


postoffice. 
Broadcasters must place at 
the disposition of the govern- 


ment up to one hour daily to | 
transmit the ‘School of the Air 
on all stations on the network, 
Also, without cost, time for any 
transmissions which the gov- 
ernment considers as of public 
interest. 

The network must also instal 
and maintain a special technical 
officer to cooperate with the 
government in the development 


of governmental radio plans 
with ’scientific and _ cultural 
aims.’ 


While the rulings in themselves 
appear innocuous on the surface, op- 
ponents claim that they indicate an 
intensive effort by the Argentine 
government to exercise far stronger 
control over radio than in the past. 
While U. S. broadcast re-transmis- 


; c1ich © ha " ley ar 
sions such as those recently ar- 


ranged by William S. Paley, of Co- 

bia, are not specifically men- 
tioned, those familiar with the sit- 
uatior nsist that the government 
desires to have a hand in all op- 
eration, especially what’s piped in 
from outside. 

Eases B. A. Crowding 

Under the rulings, four Bueno: 
Aires stations move to _ interior 
points, thus somewhat relieving the 


overcrowded metropolitan broad- 
casting field. LR 8, Redio Sarmiento, 
shifts to Bahia Blanca; LR 10, Radio 
Cultura, to Cordoba; LS 3, Radio 
Ultra, to Mendoza, and LS 8, Stentor, 
to Rosario. In addition, licenses are 
granted for new stations in Cata- 
marca, Posades and Neuquen, to a 
new company made up of the own- 
ers of the four stations moving as 
well as the owners of Radio Splen- 
did, LR 4 of Buenos Aires, which 
will be the key station of the net- 
work. 

The network is limited to two 
months grace in getting started and 
is bound to certain working condi- 
tions for employees, including free 
|medical attention for workers, pro- 


Ab THEY SEEM! 
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Mexican Stations Escape New Taxes 


Various Restrictive and Bureaucratic Proposals Ap- 
parently Die in Congress 








New Brunswick Meeting 
St. John, N. B., May 27. 


-ganized for the eastern provinces. 


tail of Its Regulation Over A meeting was held at Moncton at 


which the participants were; Lieut. 


Col. K. S. Rogers, of Charlottetown; 


P. E. Laurie Smith, of Yarmouth, N. 


S.; Major W. C. Borrett, of Halifax; 


J. S. Neill, of Fredericton, N. B.; N. 
| Nathanson, of Sydney, N. S.; F. A. 
| Lynds, of Moncton. 

Within the scope of the branch 
are: one station each at St. John, 
‘Moncton, Fredericton, Campbellton, 
Summerside, Yarmouth, Wolfville, 
Halifax, Sydney, Charlottetown. 


Barata, Brazil Radio 
Head, Clippers Home 
With IT&T Escort 


Julio Barata, head of radio broad- 
casting in Brazil, leaves today 
(Wednesday) from Washington on 
the three-day return trip by Clipper 
to Rio de Janeiro. He and his wife 
are being escorted in both directions 
by Gordon Kern, a vice-president of 
the International Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. 

The Baratas were hosts on Friday 
last (23) to their new American 
friends at a cocktail party in the 
Basildon suite of the Waldorf-Astoria 
hotel, New York. William S. Paley, 
Edmund Chester, Peter Goldmark 
and Antortio Gonzalez of CBS were 
present along with John Royal, Frank 
Mullen and C. W. Horn, of NBC, and 
Julius Seebach and Adolph Opfinger 
of Mutual. Rockefeller committee 
was represented by Don Francisco 
and Don Withycomb. Latter was 
liaison to the Brazilians from the 
N.A.B. convention in St. Louis on- 
ward, 











Paul Revere of Nazis 
Unveiled as Chandler 


Nazi radio disclosed Monday night 
(26) identity of the 
tor who has been billing himself as 
‘Paul Revere.’ 

He had been describing himself as 
a journalist well known in 48 states 
but when the curtain was lifted, ac- 
cording to an NBC pickup, the 
propagandist turned out to be a 
Douglas Chandler, 52 years old, 
claims that he worked in 1934 on the 
Baltimore American and did some 
writing for the National Geographic 
Magazine, 


the commenta- 


W he } 





WWSW, Pittsburgh, is resuming 
presentation of series of programs, 


prepared and transcribed at Fort 
Meade, Md., under the title of ‘Your 
Boy at Fort Meade.’ Programs are 
prepared and produced by Captain 
Ray Schneider, former chief an- 
nouncer at WWSW. 

visions far more liberal than those 
required of other stations. Govern- 
mental intent, it is indicated, is to 
eventually extend regulations to ail 
stations. Only Radio Mundo has a 
long-term license. The others are 


subject to annual renewal and any 
new regulations which have come up 
since previous licensing. 

On approving the network, the 
Department of Correos and Tele- 
grafos pointed out that from studies 
it was evident that the volume of 
advertising revenue in the zones to 
which the stations are being trans- 
ferred will allow them to continue 
operations without impairing their 
financial position, as well as ‘meet a 
greatly-felt public need.’ 

Use of the network system is well 
established throughout the world, it 
is added. Although regulations can 
be changed the decree gives exten- 
sive legal backing to prove the gov- 
ernment has every legal right to 
make the switch. 


A branch of the Canadian Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters has been or- 


7% 
» 


| Mexico City, May 27. 


a Bit of Anti-Yanquism in| Sets Up Maritime Branch ™®xico’s 104 radio stations, of 
Any 
Has. 


which 26 are here, are breathing 
easier for it looks as if the black 
‘clouds of higher taxes and other 
government socks that loomed a 
while ago have at least temporarily 
rolled by. There is every indication 
that the new government desires to 
help but not hamper radio. 

Bills that were presented to con- 
gress in the recent past calling for 
higher taxes on radio stations by the 
federal government and that the sta- 
tions be compelled to devote a part 
of their daily time, the amount de- 
pending upon the size, importance 
and influence of the station, to 
broadcasting government news, in- 
formation and official propaganda, 
[have been apparently dropped. 
| Neither the ordinary session of con- 
|gress which ended Dec. 31, nor the 
|special term which concluded re- 
cently, took any action on these 
measures. It is understood that the 
bills will not be reintroduced at the 
new session of congress which begins 
Sept. 1. 

The federal, state and municipal 
government radio stations, as well 
as the mouthpieces of official organi- 
zations, have seemingly decided to 
depend upon their own powers to get 
across information and propaganda 
and will leave the privately owned 
stations alone to attend their own 
business, which is steadily increas- 
ing. 

The ministry of the interior has 
set an example in this regard by 
starting the reconditioning of its sta- 
tion XEXA here for more extensive 
long and short wave broadcasts. This 
work is expected to be completed in 
June and an elaborate series of pro- 


grams to present at home and 
abroad, particularly in the U. S., the 


Mexican picture will be launched. 


ANZAC NEWS IN CANADA 
FOR STUDENT FLYERS 








Toronto, May 27. 

Because of the presence of large 
numbers of young Australians and 
New Zealanders now _ sti vinnad 
throughout. Canada in the schnale of 
the Commonwealth Air Training 
Plan, new program series tagged 
Anzac News Letter’ is being broad- 


cast every Sunday morning over the 
Broadcasting Corp. 
and is already a fa- 


Canadian na- 


tional network 
vorite with even Canadian listeners, 

News is cabled by the Australian 
Broadcasting Commission and an- 
nounced over the CBC network by 
Noel Deschamps, the 
Australian High Commissioner here. 


Runs 


secretary to 


15 minutes. 


Rush Translation Of 
President’s Address 


Elaborate precautions by the webs 
of President 
world at 
large NBC’s flying of 
translators to Washington yesterday 
to whip the speech into Spanish and 
Portuguese. Duo were Eli Conel and 
Fernando de Sa. They revamped ade 
vance copies of the fireside chat into 
the Latin tongues, so that broadcasts 
could be beamed out simultaneously 
with the President’s own airing. 

Practically all Latin American sta- 
tions carried the President’s talk. 
Ditto the BBC in England, and Aus- 
tralian, African and Oriental outlets, 
Today the fireside speech goes to 
Europe once more in Italian, German 
and French versions. 


to insure broadcast 


Roosevelt’s speech to the 


included two 





Cleveland—Bill Pettipiece rejoins 
WGAR engineering staff after leave 
of absence to attend Case School of 
Applied Science. 
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BITTERNESS OF MONOPLY’ FIGHT ERUPTS ‘We Didn't Instigate FCC Investigation 


AS MUTUAL RELEASES A ‘WHITE PAPER’ 





General Denial of Interpretations Made by NBC and 


CBS—Document Plays Up Rivals’ Profits—Send 
10,000 Copies to Congressmen, et al 





As an answer, in part, to the argu- , 
ments advanced by CBS in a 33- 
page booklet, ‘What the New Radio | 
Rules Mean,’ thé week before, the | 
Mutual Network sent ont Saturday | 
(24) a pamphlet of 15 pages titled, | 
*‘Mutual’s White Paper.’ In addition | 
to analyzing, from its own point of | 
view, the causes and effects of the) 
FCC’s report on network broadcast- 
ing the Mutual booklet defends it-| 
self from what it terms the many | 
misapprehensions spread about the’ 
agreement that it had entered into 
with the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers. Dis- 
tribution of the Mutual booklet 
amounted to 10,000 copies, with the 
addresses including the press, mem- 
bers of Congress, educators, women’s 
clubs, advertisers, broadcasters and 
motion picture companies. 

These negative generalizations are 
made by MBS ‘to focus attention on 
the real issues’: 


evidence 
head-on attack by the WOR-WGN- 
Don Lee group against the older and 
larger 
vidious to NBC and CBS are allu- 
sions to the net profits of the net- 
works in relation to ownership of 
tangible profits. NBC and CBS have 
long argued that their net should 
be related to and judged by their 
gross. 
'sidered it a witch-hunters audit to 











‘The Commission’s order does 
not go as far as other interests 
would have the rest of the in- 
dustry, Congress, and the pub- 
lic believe. 


‘It does not abolish network 
broadcasting, any more than the 
dissolution of Standard Oil 
abolished the petroleum indus- 
try. 

‘It does not do away with the 
American system of broadcast- 
ing, unless the American sys- 
tem has somehow become iden- 
tified with entrenched monopoly 


and has discarded the ideal of 


competition, 

‘It will not bring chaos into 
the industry, unless we look on 
competition as chaos and on an 
opportunity for others to share 
in this form of public service as 
revolutionary. 

‘It does not paralyze freedom 
of the air but preserves it from 
private domination by a few in- 
dividuals with headquarters in 
close proximity in New York 
and constantly exposed to the 
temptation of collusive under- 
standings with each other. 

‘It does not in any respect 
threaten the continhance of the 
network program service now 








Protests Double Fees’ But Joins N.AB 


Manufacturers Pay Only $500 a Year But Sales Reps, 


received by the public, but on 
the contrary will stimulate an 
ever increasing improvement in 
the service. 

‘It does not lead to govern- 
ment ownership of radio or to 
regulation such as is applied to 
common carriers, but, through 
the restoration of competition, 
has the very opposite tend- 
ency.’ 

Bitter Attack 
The Mutual booklet 
of a bitter, 


constitutes 
unrestrained 


networks. Especially _in- 


NBC and CBS have con- 


‘underscore plant investment. 


| 


Paper refers to the N.A.B. 


One part of the Mutual White 


_as follows: 





‘The National Association of 
Broadcasters, assuming the role 
of spokesman for the industry 
as a whole but actually acting 
contrary to the real interests of 
a great majority of its mem- 
bers, identified itself with the 
views of NBC and CBS. For 
this reason, as well as because 
of the NAB’s attitude toward 
and misrepresentation of the 
Mutual-ASCAP agreement, Mu- 
tual’s principal stockholders 
have felt compelled to sever 
their connection with the As- 
sociation, and to withdraw their 
representative on the Associa- 
tion’s board of directors. In 
this connection, it is significant 
that NBC, owning and operating 
13 stations having a total power 
of 435,000 watts, paid $19,000 in 
dues to the N.A.B. in 1940; that 
CBS, owning or operating eight 
stations having a total power of 
355,000 watts, paid $17,500 in 
dues for the same year; and 
that the _ stations owned and 
operated by the seven actual 
stockholders and two prospec- 





Who Consider Themselves Employees, Pay $1,000 


Chicago, May 27. 


Free & Peters has repeated 


its | 


protest against the associate mem- | 


bership fees 


imposed by the Na- 


Station sales reps but, at the same 
time, has applied for membership at 


tional Association of Broadcasters on 


the disputed price of $1,000 yearly. | 


| 
| 


Several of the reps, including Paul | 


Raymer, have resented N.A.B. rating.| 


them at $1,000 for associate member- | 
ship where manufacturers of equip- | 
ment and peddlers of services pay | 


only one-half that amount. 


N.A.B. | 


assigns a free exhibit room at con- 
ventions to manufacturers as part of | 
the return for membership but reps | 
say this has little meaning tq them. | 

Reps have been of the opinion that | 
the double fee for reps has an emo- 
tional grounding in the sub-surface 
feeling of many stations that reps 


are ‘too prosperous.’ 


Reps consider | 
themselves hard workers and good 


results gétters so fail to appreciate | 
an attitude that pictures them as lazy 
beneficiaries of over - the - transom 


orders. 


Free & Peters’ position at this. 
time, however, is that it does not | 
wish to increase the volume of dis- | 
sension within the industry. James | 


Free accordingly wrote Neville Mil- 
ler, president of N.A.B., the follow- 


ing letter last week: 


(Copy) 

As you know from our lengthy 
correspondence during the past 
several months, we sincerely feel 
the present scale of dues for 
N.A.B. Associate Members is rel- 
atively unfair and discrimina- 
tory to station representatives. 





We feel a station representative 
should not be asked to pay twice 
as much, but rather half as much, 
as a large equipment manufac- 
turer or transcription company, 
for example. 


I have pointed out we neither 
need nor want an Official ex- 
hibit at the annual N.A.B. Con- 
vention (the principal incentive 
offered Associate Members). We 
do no ‘selling’ at a convention. 
We regard the stations we repre- 
sent as our employers—not cus- 
tomers. Neither Mr. Peters nor 
myself attended the recent con- 
vention at St. Louis. 

We still feel, as strongly as 
ever, the present scale of dues 
is unfair to us. The stations we 
represent have largely agreed 
with our stand. 

However, you have presented 
our views to the N.A.B. board, 
which I understand has declined 
to change this scale, More 
strongly than anything else, we 
feel everyone connected with the 
broadcasting industry should 
stand together today in support 
of the work you are doing in 
N.A.B. Therefore, we wish to 
make application for Associate 
Membership in N.A.B., at $1,000 
per year, as our contribution, 
which really is also an additional 
contribution from each of our 
stations, to industry solidarity 
and to the splendid work you 
are doing. If you will send me 
another application blank we 
will fill it in and return it 
promptly. 








tive stockholders of Mutual, 
having a total power of 141,250 
watts, paid $24,040. This situa- 
tion becomes incomprehensible 
when it is remembered that 
NBC’s net profits (before taxes) 
in 1940 were $5,800,000, and 
CBS's net profits were $7,400,000 
(before taxes), while Mutual's 
gross business was consideraly 
less than NBC’s profits. Under 
the circumstances, it could not 
be expected that Mutual’s stock- 
holders would continue a mem- 
bership that would in any way 
lend color to the N.A.B. spokes- 
man’s ill-founded claim to speak 
for the entire broadcasting in- 
dustry.’ 





Mrs. Milligan Endorses 


Investigation by Senate 


Of Chairman James Fly 


Mrs. Harold V. Milligan, 





(Mutual Emphasizes In Its ‘White Paper’ ) 


Reflecting its own awareness that Mutual is being con- 


demned by others in the broadcasting industry as having 





Brush-Moore Newspapers’ 
FCC Hearing Stands 


Washington, May 27. 
Another recent relaxation of the 
anti-newspaper bias was offset last 
week when the Federal Communica- 


| tions Commission remained adamant 


about holding a hearing on the pro- 
posed acquisition of controlling stock 
in WPAY, Portsmouth, O., by the 
Brush-Moore Newspapers. Recently 
the Commish, despite its earlier 
declaration that the press would not 





be allowed to go forward with 
planned construction of new tran- 
smitters, has ordered a construction 
permit for a FM plant issued to the 
Milwaukee Journal, one of the 
pioneers. Strings were tied, though, 


long in the form of a clause that the grant 
prominent in Women’s Club broad- | is ‘without prejudice to determina- 


casting and associated with Mrs. tion of newspaper (ownership) is- 


Dorothy Lewis 
| Council 


| 


in 


the 


on Children’s Programs, 


National sue.’ 


Plea of Vee Bee Corp., holder of 


spoke Monday (26) over the NBC WPAY license, for a renewal with- 


It reads | Blue. 





A large group of | 


|Clubwomen with Mrs. Milligan had | 
|spent the day visiting NBC’s radio | 











and television studios. 

Mrs. Milligan endorsed, as did the 
Atlantic City convention, the White | 
(Senate) 
James L. Fly and the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. 


LF. HARRIS JOINS FCC 


resolution to investigate 





AS RAUH SUCCESSOR 


Washington, May 27. 





Another draftee from the Justice 
|Department joins the Federal Com- | 
—j|munications Commission legal staff, 

while a special counsel gets a full- | 

time job. The regulators last week 
picked Thomas E. Harris, one-time 
® law secretary to Supreme Court Jus- | 
tice Harlan F. Stone and more re- 


She praised radio as ‘full-! out hearing was nixed with no ex- 
filling its obligations to the women | planation given. The Commish more 
of the nation’ and said that ‘radio than a year ago, in edging toward 


may count upon us to keep a watch- the newspaper ownership question, 
ful eye on developments which af- | 


fect its (radio’s) continued progress 
as a free enterprise.’ 


The NBC speech originated at the | 
Rainbow Room atop Radio City in|! 
the Presence of delegates returning | 
from last week’s Atlantic City con- 
vention of the General Federation of 
| Women’s Clubs. 


directed a hearing on the Brush- 
Moore request for consent to acquire 
additional stock and assume control 
of the plant. Already 
prominent in the publishing chain 
have a minority interest in the Ports- 
mouth plant. 


AYLESWORTH-FLY IN 
SHORTWAVE DISCUSSION 


M. H. Aylesworth is currently in 
Washington conferring with Chair- 
| man James L. Fly of the FCC on 
progress and problem of the Pan- 
| American Cultural relations com- 
mittee of which he is the new radio. 
head. 

Ex-president of NBC and Fly are 
confining themselves strictly to a dis- 
cussion of international shortwave 
;and not touching the present ‘monop- 
oply’ situation, 








iven aid and comfort to ‘the enemy’ (i.e. the FCC) the 
belies disavowal of trouble-making or malice is con- 
tained in the Mutual document which appeared this week 
in answer to Columbia’s document, ‘What the New Rules 
Mean,’ issued last week. Says M 


BS: 
*... The investigation and pro- 
ceedings resulting in the Com- 
mission’s action were not in any 
sense instigated by Mutual or its 
stockholders or affiliates. The 
proceedings segan with an or- 
der issued by the Commission 
on March 18, 1938, and this or- 
der, in turn, was in response to 
a widespread demand within the 
Commission itself, in Congress, 
and among small independent 
stations that the manifest tend- 
encies toward monopoly and 
concentration of control exhibit- 
ed by NBC and CBS, and the 
resulting abuses of power, called 
for investigation and remedy, 
‘Mutual’s first knowledge of 
the proceedings was derived from 
the announcement of the Com- 
mission’s order initiating the in- 
vestigation. Like all other or- 
ganizations and persons affected, 
Mutual was called upon to fur- 
nish exhaustive information and 





individuals | 


to state its views in response to 
inquiries from the Commission, 
and did so with all accuracy and 
frankness, through witnesses 
and later through briefs and 
participation in oral argument 
before the Commission. It is 
childish to charge Mutual with 
responsibility for either initia- 
tion of the proceedings or the 
results. The latter were the di- 
rect product of facts shown by 
undisputed evidence, for which 
the two older network companies 
cannot avoid full responsibility. 
Actually, the evils had been ap- 
parent to Mutual’s original 
stockholders for years and had 
led to the action of certain of 
them ‘in disassociating them- 
selves from the older networks 
and later in founding Mutual. 
Had it not been for their inde- 
pendence of policy and opera- 
tion, network competition even 
to the extent it now exists would 
never have become possible. 
But it was not they who com- 


| plained to the Government.’ 











J. S. Russell, farm editor of the 
Des Moines Register and Tribune, is 
‘now heard on a daily spot on KRNT. 








~ FOC Not Debating In Newsprint 





[cently a D. J. attorney, to succeed Fly Refers Statement-Seeking Louisville Daily to 
Joseph L. Rauh, Jr., as assistant gen- 


eral counsel. 


|after playing a major part in writing 


the FCC anti-monopoly report. 
After graduation from Columbia ! 
University Law School in 1935, Har- 


|ris spent one year in Justice Stone’s 


office and then was employed for a 


|year by a prominent local firm that 


| 


jis 


|includes Dean Acheson, former head 
of the advisory committee on admin- 
trative procedure. 


From 1937 to 1939, Harris was with 


| the Justice Department lands divi- 
'sion, specializing in appeals matters, 


and in 1939 was shifted to the Solici- 
jtor General’s office. 


He has ap- 


|peared in both appellate courts and 


the U. S. Supreme Court, taking part 
in two Wagner Act cases. 


Lucien A. Hilmer, a Harvard Law 


School graduate and another of ‘the 
Frankfurter boys,’ fills the berth left | 
|vacant since last fall when George | 


|B. Porter quit to enter private prac- 





tice. 
has been in charge of legal work for 
the broadcasting division. 
was 
years and in 1935 joined the Senate 
Interstate Commerce Committee to 
work on the railroad finance probe; 
in 1940 he was designated special 
FCC counsel. 


Since Porter’s departure, he 


Hilmer 
in private practice for four 





SPONSOR HUBERT KREGELOH 


Springfield, Mass., May 27. 
Hubert Kregeloh, local foreign af- 


fairs commentator on WSPR, is now 
sponsored by the Albany Packing 


'Company for a 15-minute spot five 
‘days a week. Kregeloh offered his 


services to the station last year, 
when he returned after five years 
in Holland. 


Albany Packing is his first spon- 


sor. 


Rauh has quit to go | 
| with the Lease-Lend Administration | 


| Louisville, May 27. 
Sunday’s (25) Courier-Journal of 


which Mark Ethridge is general man- | 


ager, carried comprehensive story on 
recently 
Federal Communications 
sion. Story was headed ‘Will Split- 
Up Help Radio—Or Cripple it.’ Then 
| followed this Editors Note: ‘More 
' than 50,000,000 radio sets are in op- 
eration in the United States today, 
|and only a handful of Americans do 


‘not hear a radio going at some time | 


' Of day or night. Yet an even small- 
er handful, perhaps, understands a 
development of vital concern to 
them—the drastic changes in Amer- 


ican broadcasting which would be | 


effected by the recently issued regu- 
lations of the FCC. 


tation of the new rules prepared by 
the Columbia Broadcasting System, 
and sent the following wire to FCC 
Chairman James L. Fly: 


‘Courier-Journal to print Sun- 
day abstract of Columbia’s in- 
terpretation of new radio rules. 
We are anxious to have state- 
ment of your interpretation of 
these rules to run in parallel 
columns, or you can reply item 
by item to Columbia booklet if 
you prefer. Can we expect five 
or six hundred words not later 
than Friday noon?’ 

‘Refer to Report’ 
To this inquiry Mr. Fly replied: 

‘Commission prefers not to be 
in position of repeatedly arguing 
its decisions in various news- 
papers. It welcomes and will 
follow with interest any fair dis- 
cussion of the merits if you 





issued regulations of the | 
Commis- | 


‘In the hope of clarifying the issues | 
involved, we condensed an interpre- | 


Original FCC Report 


; yourselves want to accompany 
Columbia’s argument with a 
statement of the reasons for 
commission decision. This can 
be really done by use of the re- 
port itself, 

| Courier-Journal explained that 
| though they would have preferred 
a statement by the majority of the 
commission which passed the new 
orders, they of necessity accepted the 
| Fly suggestion, and presented in the 
Sunday Courier-Journal a condensa- 
tion of the Commission’s published 
views along with an abstract of the 
Columbia booklet ‘What the New 
Radio Rules Mean.’ 





BARRY BINGHAM, 35, 
AS NAVAL OFFICER 


Louisville, May 27. 

Barry Bingham, publisher of the 
Courier - Journal and _ Louisville 
Times, and owner of WHAS, last 
week joined the U. S. naval forces, 
having passed an examination as & 
commissioned officer in the Navy. 
Bingham is stationed at Great Lakes 
Naval Training Station near Chi- 
cago and has signed for duration of 
the present emergency. 

Bingham is 35 years old, married, 
and father of three children. He 
lives at Glenview, Ky., and is the 
son of late Robert W. Bingham, for- 
mer ambassador to the Court of St. 
James, 








Macon, Ga. — Carl Williams re- 
signed from WBML commercial staff 
to rejoin Macon Telegraph. 








Wednesday, May 28, 1941 


FCC’s Clear Channel Stand 


Continued from page 24 


RADIO 29 


!QUALMS FELT THAT SENATE ACTION 
IS ANTI-INDUSTRY AS WELL AS ANTI-FCC 


Trade Observers Fear Tobey Measure May Be 
Revived Along With White Resolution—Broad- 











classification of the 850 stripe ‘does 
not change, but on the contrary con- 


principle embodied in rules govern- 
ing FM and video stations—concern- 
ing service areas—has not been) 
adopted in connection with standard 
broadcast allocations because it) 
would not be ‘practicable in the 
present state of the broadcasting 
| art,’ due to skywave propagation, 





tinues’ the clear-channel policy. 
Amendment of the rules ‘merely ef- ; 
fects a minor shift in one frequency | 
within the established policy,’ the) 
opinion said. 








Tobey will turn out to be so much 
more concerned about issues of 
peace, neutrality, and war than 


Traditional Principle 


Lawyers immediately wondered 
what the Commish might consider a 
stopping point. If one-by-one the 
I-A ribbons are reclassified, the 
time conceivably would come when 
there are no plants having exclusive 
nighttime operating privileges, For 
a long period, industry observers 
have been fearing the regulators 
will junk this traditional allocation 
principle, the 
<ome hot fights within the Commish 
over just this point. Therefore, the 
reasoning in defense of the WHDH 
grant shows unmistakably there is 
real danger that clear channel 


operation is on its last legs, in as. 


much as Chairman Fly has given in- 
dications he has the same feeling as 
the Walker-Thompson-Payne clique. 

Concerning the right of other li- 
censees to take part in hearings on 
such important, controversial issues, 
the majority said the law ‘requires’ 
grants without hearing whenever 
the Commish is convinced, following 
scrutiny of applications, that public 
interest will be served. If the regu- 
lators have doubts, the law compels 
them to notify ‘the applicant,’ the 
opinion said, and ‘no such right to 
notice and hearing is conferred 
upon any person other than the ap- 
plicant and no duty rests upon the 


while there have been) 


terrain effects, static, man-made 
noise, etc. The engineering stand- 
ards for normally-protected service 
areas are not binding, the opinion 
said. 


On the intervention question, the 
majority made some remarks. Re- 


‘pate at the hearing ‘did not- pre- 


clude’ appearance or the offering of 


‘any relevant material and com-| 
| petent testimony,’ according to the 
' opinion. 


Implication was that ag- 
grieved licensees can write letters 
(which may or may not receive at- 
tention), 


The objections that WHDH will 
interfere with KOA’s service were 
shrugged off quickly. Majority re- 
viewed its original finding and de- 
clared ‘it is clear that the WHDH 
service does not displace the KOA 
secondary service in any real or 
substantial sense,’ noting again the 
Boston plant will not reach the pri- 
mary service area of the Denver 
transmitter and remarking that 
KOA ‘fails to allege that it has been 
providing a useful service in such 
(rural) areas or point out, in terms 
of population, the nature and extent 
of the claimed interference.’ 





| the 
fusal to allow KOA-NBC to partici- | Commission may harpoon the broad- 

casting industry next week when it 
holds hearings on wails about the 
Commis- 


casting Faces Cross-Tangle of Political Motives 





Washington, May 27. 





Senate 


Federal Communications 


Instead of being a rescue crew, 
Interstate Commerce | 22y phase thereof... 


or any individual or group of any 
(monopoly in radio broadcasting or 
’ as well as ‘the 
| administration by the Federal Com- 
| munications Commission of those 
'provisons of the Ccmmunications 
|Act of 1934 which relate in any 


sion’s anti-monopoly regulations. In | manner to radio communications.’ 
going before the group headed by | Other points the New Hampshire 
Senator Burton K. Wheeler of Mon- | Republican would like aired include 


tana, the radio people run the risk | the way licensees have used their | 
of being caught in a backwash of 


antagonism. 
The hearing scheduled for Mon- 


day (2)—originally set for Saturday | 


(31)—has some Hallowe’enish as- 
pects, now that observers have an- 
alyzed the situation. 


ing the Commish to delay application 
of its stringent rules and calling for 
an inquiry into their effect and 


legality, there is before the commit- | 
, tee a distinctly hostile measure au- 


thored by Senator Charles W. Tobey 
of New Hampshire, who riddled 
, both Columbia and National net- 
works last summer during the hear- 
ings on President Roosevelt’s re- 


Besides the , 
resolution offered by Senator Wal- | 
lace H. White, Jr., of Maine, request- 


privileges and carried out their ob- 
| ligations, the effect of any chain 
' contracts, and possible efforts of in- 
dustry people ‘to unduly influence 
any public official in the exercise of 
his duties with respect to any mat- 
ter pertaining to radio.’ 

Chance that the Tobey resolution 
will get attention along with White's 
grows out of conditions far removed 
from radio matters. With Congress 
badly split over international affairs 
and war policies, Tobey is on the 


same side of the fence with Senator | 


Wheeler—a vigorous isolationist and 
| foe of President Roosevelt’s program 
| —while White has joined the faction 
, the committee chairman is fighting 
bitterly. On _ general principles, 


| dogs lie. 


| thing 


about radio that he will let sleeping 
There’s no assurance of 
this, though; in fact, the New Hamp- 
shire member has a prodigious mem- 
ory and has indicated he was by no 
means satisfied last summer every- 
is hunky-dory. Throughout 
the last session of Congress he 
showed lively interest in radio, fir- 
ing several barrages at the Commish, 
which he condemned for not taking 
drastic action to break up alleged 
monopolies and chided several times 
for delay in bringing forth the net- 
work report. 

Plans for the hearing are still un- 
certain. Apparently Chairman 
James L. Fly, as the spokesman for 
the Commish majority, will be the 
onlly regulator on hand. The minor- 
ity members—Commissioners Nor- 
man S. Case and T.A.M. Craven— 
do not contemplate attending unless 
requested (and so far their presence 
has not been asked). Industry peo- 
ple will urge approval of the White 
resolution, with Neville Miller tak- 
ing the lead in his capacity as Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters 
president. Uncertain to what degree 
the chains will back him up, though 
statements on behalf of Columbia 
and National are taken for granted. 





/nomination of the late Thad H.| Wheeler would appear more inclined 
| Brown, to give Tobey a break than White, | 


‘POT 0’ GOLD’ BLOWS 


Commission to afford any person 
| 








tunity to be heard.’ 





bd . 
other than the applicant an — Soph Ss Illness Stalls Airer 


‘Laughable’ 


NBC’s contention that the WHDH ' 


grant constitutes an undesired ‘mod- 
ification’ of the KOA license is 
laughable, the majority implied. 
Permit for the Denver plant ‘merely 
authorized petitioner to operate,’ 
they declared, and ‘does not ex- 


pressly or by implication give peti- | 
tioner a right to serve any particu- 


lar number of listeners or geo- 
graphical area or contain any pro- 
vision designating petitioner’s sta- 
tion as a ‘Class I-A’ station.’ The 


Hollywood, May 27. 
A guest shot by Sophie Tucker on 
CBS was forced into cancellation 
when the singer-comedienne was 
held in San Francisco by illness. 
Ted Lewis subbed. 


| Tony Martin Winds Up 
| Hollywood, May 27. 
Tony Martin closes his program 
for Woodbury Soap next month. 
He’s being sold for a half-hour 
variety show in the fall. 





Tobey Resolution 


The Tobey resolution—which in- 
| dustry people have figured was safe- 
ly buried—is in a spot to be taken 
/up along with the White proposition. 
Both White and Tobey are members 
|of the Wheeler committee and are 
expected to be on hand for the ses- 
| sion. 
| Tobey’s resolution is aimed at 
| both the regulators and the indus- 
| try, while White is shooting chiefly 
at the FCC majority. Under Tobey’s 
proposal, investigators would consid- 
er ‘the existence, extent, formation, 


| legality and effect upon the public | 


who is admittedly much less aggres- 


| sive, although probably far better | 
|informed about radio matters than | 


| his New England cdlleague. 


Full Committee 
Sign of strained White-Wheeler 
relations is seen in the decision to 
hold the hearing before the full 
committee, rather than refer it to a 
subcommittee which might be picked 
so as to give Tobey a cold shoulder. 


|In view of the procedure planned, | 
be every opportunity | 


there will 
Tobey desires to go after the chains 
as well as the regulators. 

Network people are praying that 


Horace Heidt Stays on With Tums 
For Musical Chores 





Horace Heidt remains in the 
Tunes’ Tuesday night spot on the 
NBC-Red for the summer, and the 
account wi!l probably put on another 
program in the fall. 

Same client’s ‘Pot o’ Gold’ bows 
off the NBC-Blue June 5. This series 
started in September, 1939. 





C. W. Myers, president of KOIN, 
Portlend, Ore., was elected director 
of IRNA for three-year term in re- 
cent conference at St. Louis. 
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A young man from Manhattan named Robert Buechner joined the 


WCCO Sales Department last month, We quote some of his first week’s 


reactions to the Northwest and radio: 


“the income, the spending, the prosperity of the people out here 


is way beyond what I had expected... 


“Another thing. The time that business firms get under way is amaz- 


ing. Most of them open up between seven and eight o'clock in the morn- 


ing. This will horrify you Eastern agency men, but I can find most of my 


prospects in and settled at 8:30 a.m. So at last I understand why many 


local advertisers consider early morning radio time worth buying... 


“And radio to Twin City agency men means WCCO. Most of them 


that I have met so far have turned the tables on me and my sales talk 


and told me what a swell station it is. They’ve sold me on its coverage, 


its shows, and its standing in every survey that’s been made. It’s the first 


business I ever heard of in which the clients do the sales job.” 


It’s a pleasure to have Bob Buechner with us. We hope that his many 


advertising friends and all interested Variety readers will send him 


whatever questions they may have on the Northwest market, on Twin 


City businesses and radio in this territory. 


Wwe CO 60,000 WATTS WHERE IT COUNTS THE MOST 


MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL, 830 Kilocycles. Owned and operated by Columbia 


Broadcasting System. Represented by Radio Sales: New York, 
Chicago, Detroit, St. Louis, Charlotte, San Francisco, Los Angeles 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Young & Rubicam has optioned ‘Those We Love,’ 
Gamble will drop at the end of June....Pedlar & Ryan option on the 
show ran out and couldn't be renewed....Peggy Riley, actress-author who 
made her radio scripting debut with a recent ‘Cavalcade of America’ pro- 
gram, was guest of honor and interviewee Saturday (24) over NBC to 
receive a Women’s Press Club citation for the show....Helen Walpole, au- 
thor of ‘Our Gal Sunday’ and ‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill,’ back at the 
portable after severe cold....Jim Moran, who recently did a comedy pro- 
gram on WHOM, Jersey City, under the name of Prof. Briggs, auditioned 
by WRC, Washington outlet for NBC, for a local commercial series for a 
local department store there....Moran is now doing exploitation and pub- 
licity for Paramount Pictures in Washington, but until recently he was 
on the publicity staff for Fred Waring. 


Keith Kiggins, sales manager for the NBC-Blue, had a birthday last 
week. Kiggins is interested in horses and so his office associates helped 
him celebrate the event by giving him a load of equines, but in toy form 
....Piled up on his desk were horses of wood, ivory, glass, metal, porce- 
lain, calico, plush, celluloid, gingerbread, etc.....Knowles, Entrikin and 
Howard Breslin have written a legit comedy about the insanities of the 
radio business... .‘Latitude Zero,’ new dramatic series, starts June 7 on 
NBC red, replacing ‘Knickerbocker Playhouse, which Procter & Gamble 
is dropping for the summer....‘Rhyme and Rhythm Club,’ from Chicago, 
goes back on WEAF-NBC beginning June 6....when Sheffield Farms 
drops Tim Healy’s stamp series June 13, Brad Reynolds’ vocal stanza re- 
places it, giving the tenor six shots a week. 


Stella Unger’s Hollywood chatter program quits NBC red with the 
June 7 edition and gets a Wednesday spot starting June 18....‘Let’s 
Swing,’ with Jimmy Lytell’s orchestra, takes over the Saturday niche.... 
‘Consumer’s Time’ changes title to ‘Consumer Tips’....Bill Stern will 
cover the Intercollegiate track championships Saturday (31) at Randall's 
Island, N. Y.....Kay Kyser’s series for Lucky Strike renewed as of July 
....Charles Nobles, staff announcer, doing nightly five-minute baseball 
score summary on WEAF local for Pepsi-Cola. 


‘Religion in the News,’ Saturdays on WEAF-NBC, changes title to ‘The 
Art of Living’....Ruthrauff & Ryan still auditioning shows to plug Rinso 
and Spry in the 11:30-12 a.m. Saturday spot on NBC red beginning July 12 
....‘Defense for America,’ the National Assn. of Manufacturers’ show 
Saturdays on NBC red, renewed over the summer... .‘Information Please’ 
troupe had a third anniversary party Friday (23) night at 21....Prom- 
enade Concerts, from Toronto, with Reginald. Stewart conducting, start 
regular summer series on NBC blue (WJZ) Thursday nights. 


Diana Courtney doing ‘Fantasy and Melody’ vocal series on WJZ-NBC 
Monday and Friday afternoons....Chick Vincent directing the ‘Danger Is 
My Business’ and Mary Small programs for Axton-Fosher tobacco, via 
WOR-Mutual....Ed Wolf Associates producing them....Rex Miller, for- 
mer foreign correspondent, doing five-a-week news analysis on WPAT, 
new outlet at Paterson, N. J.....Bob Smith, who does ‘New Yorkers of 
Note’ series on WWRL, also assisting Ear] Harper on nightly baseball 
broadcasts over WAAT, Jersey City....°The Music Album,’ new 30-minute 
recorded symph series on WQXR Mondays through Fridays starting next 
week, involved shuffling the night schedule for the entire week, 


! 


| 


As a stunt to aid British war relief three old concert programs of Emma | 


Calve, autographed by the singer, will be ‘auctioned’ over the air via a 
special broadcast Sunday (1) night....Larry Wynn wrote, produced and 
directed the Harlem Children’s Camp Fund benefit show last week on 
WMCA....Alan Strong back on his ‘Alarm Clock Club’ on WOV after 
strep attack....Lynn Stone and Addy Richton, whose ‘Hilltop House’ 
went off the air recently, leave Sunday (1) for a five-week motor trip 
through the south, midwest and Canada. 


WINS, readying for 50,000 watts, now devotes only 31.9% of its broad- 
cast time to recorded music....Clare Belle Thompson and Margaret Lukes 
Wise are writing the new NBC blue (WJZ) sustainer serial, ‘Buck Pri- 
vate’....Arthur Hanna directs and the cast includes Myron McCormick 


lican state organization. 


THANKS TO THE HERMITS 


HETHER in concert or in comedy, no 

group of amateurs in Cleveland ever 

presents a more finished show. than the 
Hermit Club. 

This club does list some authentic pro- 
fessionals, of course, among its members, 
and a certain special interest in the enter- 

*tainment world traditionally flavors the en- 
tire institution. This tradition helps to set 
a standard for the club’s performances. 
Saturday night's concert was fully up to the 
standard. 

The Masonic auditorium was fully sold | tha 
out for the occasion, and the big audience 
had a delightful time. 

It is good for Cleveland to have groups 
like this doing such good work in music and 
other fields of entertainment. 

The occasion reminds us again that we 
are fortunate in numbering Walberg Brown 
among our fellow citizens. Mr. Brown is 
musical director of WGAR, but he finds 
time to engage in a good many other activi- 
ties, including the direction of the Hermit 
Club orchestra. 

For some symphonic purposes a larger 
orchestra would be more effective, but few 
orchestras numbering mo more than 40 | State: 
players display such spirit, such accuracy of | emplo; 
tempo and clarity of tone. They give a Wh/.* 
sharp, clean performance, entirely free of 
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the blurring that characterizes many ama- | ard o 
teur ensembles. The whole program, in- | free 
cluding the chorus work, the vocal solos, wh 


and the piano numbers, made us look for- | this 
watd eagerly to next Hermit Club per- | and 
formance. 











Cleveland Press, May 19th 


NOT JUST A BATON-WAVER ... but a man who knows music 
from Bach to BMI, whose willing co-operation in club and civic 
musical activities has helped bring new fame to Cleveland as a music 
center. That’s Walberg Brown, musical director at WGAR.;: 
another good reason why The Friendly Station continues to win 
honors for public service and showmanship. And incidentally, the 
reason why spot advertisers who.¢ent musical programs'to’ match - 
network standards put st up to WGARI a aS tle 


-}news editor and announcer at CKGB, | 


| (who gets air billing), Alexander Kirkland, Tom Powers and Anne 
mour. 

| Hollen Furnace will take over the 8 p.m. spot Thursday on NBC red, 
starting July 27, when Maxwell House folds the Fannie Brice show for 
the summer....series will originate in Chicago... Sylvia Marlowe re- 
_cuperating from operation and will be off ‘Lavender and New Lace’ for 
| several weeks....Fern Sherman subbing for her as vocalist. 

Ray Nelson, NBC announcer, expects to become a father in the next 
‘few days....Jack McCarthy, also an NBC spieler, likewise slated for 


which Procter & fatherhood soon....C. L. Menser to Washington to line up various foreign 


envoys in the U. S. for guest dates on the ‘Good Neighbor’ series... .Abe 
Schechter, NBC news and special events head, won 75c last week when 
he matched quarters in a four-way pre-broadcast confab with Fred Bate 
in London, Charles Lanius in Berlin and John Anderson in Rome... .now 
all he has to do is collect....Otto Brandt, of NBC station relations, to be 
married soon....Hugh Beach, formerly of NBC’s publicity staff, has suc- 
ceeded Tom McFadden as writer for Bill Stern....McFadden has returned 
to his former job in the NBC news room. ‘ 

‘The People’s Platform,’ Columbia roundtabler, will originate this week 
(31) in Winnipeg, Can., where ‘American-Canadian Relations’ will be 
discussed by John W. Dafoe, of the Winnipeg Free Press, John Grearson, 
president of the Canadian Film Board, and others participating. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Leo Tyson, former manager of KMPC, Bevhills, now hustling biz for 
Alex Robb’s NBC program and talent sales clients. Carrol] Tornroth 
moved to other employment....Bert Lahr booked for three shots on Kraft 
Music Hall. Comie is making his home here and may land on the pro- 
gram as a regular....Bob Garred, newscaster, now bankrolled by nine 
sponsors weekly on KNX....Edgar Bergen finally wins recognition from 
his alma mater, Northwestern. Come June 14 he gets a master of arts 
degree. Last year ‘Charlie’ got the kudos....Kay Kyser gave his band a 
four-day siesta at Catalina and footed all the tabs....Lum and Abner’s 
new themer for the Alka Seltzer series, ‘Evalina,’ was composed by their 
organist, Sybil Chism. They had to drop ‘Eleanor’ because of its ASCAP 
pedigree....W. Bennett Lewis, Columbia’s program chief, going over the 
summer ‘Forecast’ layout with Charlie Vanda. Still undecided whether 
to niche it in the to-be-vacated Monday night Lux slot....KFWB’s war 
commentator, Robert Arden, got jammed up with the immigration au- 
thorities for overstaying his leave on a visitor’s visa. Out on bond, his 
commercial is being continued five nights a week. Master of 16 languages, 
he fled Austria when you-know-who moved in....Jimmie Fidler takes 
off for his new sponsor (Tayton cosmetics) July 4 on a six-station CBS 





Coast hookup...:Don Gilman, Harry Maizlish, Lew Weiss, Donald Thorn- | 


burgh and Harry Witt named to the radio committee of United Service 
Organizations, which will raise $10,765,000 for entertainment and diver- 
sion in army camps....Walter Wade in town for Lum and Abner takeoff 
....Lux budget gets a shot-in-the-wallet June 9 when Carole Lombard 
and Bob Hope team in ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith.’ Also hypoed is Chase & 
Sanborn, with Mickey Rooney booked for June 8 and Carmen Miranda 
the following week....Pepsodent producer, Bill Lawrence, casting for the 


summer filler, a scripter being whipped into shape by Jerry Schwartz, | 


On 13-week leave from KNX writing staff....Rudy Vallee remains on the 
Coast through the summer, the agency having called off the eastern pitch 
for the Sealtest show....Erskine ‘Skinny’ Johnson renewed by his sponsor 
for another quarter of cinema gab....Frank White, CBS treasurer, look- 
ing over Columbia Square. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO ... 


Local unit of American Federation Radio Artists ballots June 15 on a 
new National Board Member, incumbent John B. Hugh’s term expiring on 
that date....AFRA now holds contracts with all Frisco stations save KYA, 
| where negotiations have long been in progress....Charles Morin, assistant 
| to CBS Coast Sales chief Art Kemp off Ensenada-way on vacash....With 
shift of Art Linkletter’s Roma Wine interview show from Telenews theatre 
studio to Los Angeles, newsreeler has started a new one, ‘Speak Up,’ airing 
|on KSAN Fridays at 6:15....Almost every theatre playing ‘Information 
| Please’ in this vicinity now preceeds title with ‘KGO’s,’ thanks to constant 
| boring of NBC exploiteer Milt Samuel who's liable to pop out of a film can 
or anywhere....KROW’s publicist, Don Logan, hitting the vacation trail 
for the Northwest....Melville J. Jacoby, new NBC correspondent in 
Chungking, is a former Frisco newspaperman....Happy Gordon, whose 


_ Rangers have long been an NBC feature, doubles on KROW as a single | 
| starting this week with a daily 7:15 a.m. slot....Francia White of the Bell ' 


show (NBC), currently at the Curran in ‘Naughty Marietta,’ interviewed 
Friday (23) from the KGO-KPO building site, adjacent to the theatre.... 
Capt. Bill Adams, who was yanked off KSFO’s Farm Journal by Uncle 
Sam is back in front of a mike-this time doing an Army show with talent 
from Camp Callan, near San Diego. Weekly half hour is airing via KFSD, 
San Diego.... 

Frisco Elks Club, headed by Exalted Ruler George Devine, Jr., tonite 
(27) hosts approximately 70 free-mealers in its annual Radio-Press dinner, 
tossed as gesture of appreciation for courtesies received during the year. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Barbara Luddy goes into ‘Woman in White’ repiacing Lesley Woods 
who exits radio for the summer for some strawhatting....Dinning Sisters 
going to Elkhart (Ind.) to entertain at the Miles Laboratories party for 
the Indiana retail druggists next month....Hilmer Linhal joins NBC as 
vacation relief engineer at the WENR transmitter... .Cliff Johnson comes 
in as producer with the Columbia WBBM outfit....Title for the Durward 
Kirby program on WENR has been tagged ‘Rhythm at Random,’ the mon- 
iker having been selected by public contest... .Judith Waller, public service 





— week as among 58 women making greatest strides by women in past 
0 years. 


chief for NBC in Chi, named at Federation of Women’s Clubs convention | 


RADIO STUNT 


_ EXCITES ARMY 


Buenos Aires, May 27. 

What started out to be a special 
events stunt for radio El Mundo, one 
of B. A.’s largest transmitters, may 
result in the basis of South Amer. 
ica’s first parachute corps. Further. 
more, the corps may be the first in 
(the world—according ‘to local au- 
thorities—to be equipped with ra- 


| dios by which they can receive and 
transmit messages while in descent, 

Predictions were made by Army 
officials following a test made by 
‘Tomas Picasso, No. 1 Argentina avi- 
‘ator, at El Palomar, Army field near 
here. Picasso, who holds the world’s 
‘record for consecutive jumps in one 
‘day, bailed out at 2,500 meters, hold- 
ing a microphone in one hand and 
the rip cord in the other. 

Chute opened immediately and as 
he fell, Picasso described his im- 
pressions to the radio audience and 
a group of officers in one corner of 
the field. Latter, in turn, sent him 
| orders. In less than three minutes he 
was back on the ground; reported 
that the five-pound apparatus had 
given good results save that the 
aerial went out of commission half 
way down, preventing further re- 
ception but not affecting sending. 

Army officials said stunt had 
opened many new possibilities, es- 
pecially for jumps from high alti- 
tudes where time of descent would 
be a more vital factor. Added that 
experience in Norway, Holland and 
Belgium had convinced them of the 
necessity for going beyond the 
Nazis in the use of parachutes. 

Dramatic aspects of the talking 
leap which received a big play in 
the local press, has already jumped 
support for the current national 
drive to train 5,000 pilots. The 
wg, unable to get official funds, 
|has backed the private drive, ‘Junta 
Argentina de 5,000 Pilotos,’ seeking 
cash for more Argentine aviation 
‘raining. 


BLANCHE RING’S NEW ROLE 


She’s Boss-Lady in ‘Mother Cobb’s 
Fight Camp’ 

As a tie-in with its Madison Square 
Garden fight broadcasts, the Mutual 
Network will air a dramatic serial, 
| ‘Mother Cobb’s Fight Camp,’ Sunday 
nights, starting June 8. Frank ‘Red’ 
Dolan will do the scripting and Har- 
oki McGee the direction. Time will 
be 7 to 7:30 p.m., EDST. 

Already cast are Blanche Ring, 
Sam Byrd, Jo Ann Sayres, now in 
‘My Sister Eileen,’ and Millard 
Mitchell, of ‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ 
|currently on Broadway. 











Sevareid on Farm News 





St. Louis, May 27. 
Eric Sevareid, Washington corre- 


spondent for CBS, will be part of 
‘Country Journal’ program aired 
every Saturday a.m. over KMOX 


here. Sevareid is skedded to do a 
five-minute farm news review from 
Washington. 

Charley Stookey, originator of the 
program, will continue to furnish 
the bulk of the stint. 








WCAE EASES INTO MBS: | 
LONE RANGER’ STARTER 


Pittsburgh, May 27. 

Although WCAE, local Hearst out- 
fit, doesn’t switch from NBC’s Red 
to Mutual until Nov. 1, station has 
already started to pipe in MBS and 
other outside programs to make di- 
vorcement from Red a gradual rath- 
er than a sudden process. Already 
spotted there is ‘Lone Ranger’ serial, | 
which has never before come through | 
Pittsburgh. Being bankrolled locally 
by General Mills, Inc., and contract | 
calls for three half-hour shows week- | 
ly for 52 weeks, through Blackett- | 
Sample-Hummert. | 

In network realignment here next 
fall, Red goes to Westinghouse sta- 
tion ‘KDKA, which has previously | 
had Blue, and Blue switches to KQV, 
sister station of WJAS, local CBS) 
outlet. | 








Timmins, Ont—Hal Lawrence, 


local CBC outlet, has resigned to do 
free-lance announcing in Toronto. | 

















Wednesday, May 


28, 1941 


VARIETY 





— 


SE 














Radio Director’ Vs. ‘Radio Producer r 


Se Oe 





Chicago. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

This is an Open Letter to Chicago 
advertising agencies and clients who 
believe that it is necessary to go to 
New York or Hollywood to secure 
the services of a qualified Radio Di- 
rector. Without quoting statistics I 
am willing to go on record with the 
statement that Chicago has produced 
and developed more experienced and 
qualified directors, producers, ac- 
tors, singers and announcers than the 
combined total from New York and 
Holly wood. 

Midwestern radio is fundamentally 
‘down to earth’ radio and the men 
who have ‘grown up’ with radio en- 
tertainment in this region have 
pioneered in the creation and de- 
velopment of programs that have be- 
come a standard for the country. 


There seems to be a widespread 
confusion in the use of the titles ‘Ra- 
dio Director’ and ‘Radio Production 
Director.’ A qualified Radio Direc- 
tor for an advertising agency should 
be familiar with and experienced in 
the handling and direction of a ra- 
dio station—the creation and produc- 
tion of both musical and dramatic 
programs, selection of talent and 
writers, station facilities, time buy- 
ing, sales, advertising and mer- 
chandising problems. A Production 
Director may be an experienced mu- 
sician or actor, capable of directing 
talent and timing programs and as- 
sisting tle Radio Director. But, the 
Production man does not fulfill the 
requirements of an executive agency 
Radio Director. 

Who are some of the men in Chi- 
cago right now who justify consid- 
eration as qualified Radio Directors 
for advertising agencies? 
a few—Stuart Dawson, Bobby Brown 
and Walter Preston at Columbia; 
Jules Herbuveaux at NBC; and 
George Safford and Bill Klein at 
WLS. All of these men have im- 
portant station and network posi- 
tions. They are experienced in every 
phase of radio broadcasting. 


Why are there not more men of | 
this calibre associated with Chicago 


advertising agencies? 
Why? 

Well, I can name a few reasons— 
first, there are too many adver- 
tising agency executives who like to 
‘play around’ with radio programs. 
It is much more fun to hire produc- 
tion men, writers, talent and musi- 
cians and then tell these people how 
to produce, write, act and sing, than 
to have a qualified Radio Director 
who could do the whole job without 
interference; second, a production 
man or radio salesman can be hired 
for less money than qualified radio 
directors will accept. An agency 
boasting important clients and size- 


able billings will offer a big oppor- | 
man and offer | 


tunity for the ‘right’ 
him $100 a week! Network staff mu- 
sicians get $140 a week!; third, se- 
curity with a station or 
more assured, with less interference 
and meddling. 

An agency executive who would be 


insulted if a radio man were to criti- | 
cize his layouts or copy will not hesi- | 
how to | 


tate to tell the radio man 
produce a program. 

After automatically eliminating the 
qualified radio directors in Chicago, 


the agency then finds it necessary to | 
York or Hollywood to | 
hire production men at higher sal- | 


go to New 
aries than were offered in Chicago. 
And then, too, it is easy to under- 
stand that if a Chicago radio man 
runs down to New York for a spell, 
he is worth more. 

And on the other hand, I wonder 
why New York agencies seem to re- 
spect the abilities of Chicago trained 
men? 


NBC’ s Suit Vs. Garden 


Over Fights Is Argued 


| REPRESENTATIVES: New York — Tramsomerican Broadcasting & Television Corp. Chicago — WLW, 230 N. Michigan Avenue. San Francisco — International Redio Seles 





An application by 20th Century 
Sporting Club (Mike Jacobs), Mu- 
tual Broadcasting Corp. 
Gillette Razor Blade Co. to dismiss 
a suit against them by the National 


Broadcasting Corp. was argued yes-| 
supreme | 


terday (Tuesday) in N. Y. 
court, with Justice Lloyd Church re-| 
serving decision. The plea was made 
that the suit failed to state a cause | 
of action. 

NBC claims the rights to broad- 
cast the fights from Madison Square 
Garden, operated by 20th. Century. 


Mutual also claims the rights, won 


Gillette is the sponsor. 


To name | 


network is | 


Many of « our local boys } and 


and the| 


—— 











girls do right well in the ‘big’ city— | 
Niles Trammell, Frank Muilen, Syd- | 


ney Strotz, and many others. 

But, until Chicago agencies and 
New York agencies with Chicago 
branch offices, realize the impor- 


tance of getting and paying for | 


proved directors 
continue to 
come and ‘go.’ 


And the same applies to our talent. 


in Chicago, we'll 
see the outside boys 


to produce better radio talent than 
Charles Sears, Betty Lou Gerson, 
Carlton Brickert, Harry Kogen, and | 
Vincent Pelletier. 


| 


I challenge New York or Hollywood | 


To my knowledge none of the | 


above directors or talent has manu- 
factured automobiles, made break- 
fast cereals, canned milk or sold 
soap—but they do know radio. 

Yes, I feel very sorry for the 
agency or client who just can’t find 
a Radio Director or talent in Chi- 
cago. I wonder why? 

Everett George Opie. 


How to Crash Radio 





Diane Courtney, who recently 
started a sustaining song series 
on NBC, was sitting in the eighth 
floor reception room at Radio 
City waiting for a rehearsal Fri- 
day (23) when Florence Sperl, 
of the Compton agency, rushed 
out of a studio, spotted her and 
demanded, ‘Are you an actress?’ 

As the singer hesitantly ex- 


plained that she wasn’t exactly 
an actress, but was familiar with 
the mike, Miss Sper] interrupted, 
‘Well, I guess you'll do—come 
along with me.’ It developed 
that an actress who had been 
called to read a dramatized com- 
mercial on “The O’Neills’ had 
failed to show up, so a substitute 
had to be found on a few min- 
utes’ notice. 

Miss Courtney handled the as- 
signment so well that she was 
given the job on the repeat show 
that afternoon over CBS and is 
now slated for audition for a 
regular dramatic role on the 
serial. 


RADIO SL 


A Hillbilly Colony Built Up Around 
— -1,000-Seat Barn Run By John Lair 


City hillbilly who made a success | tourist cabins, schoolhouse, etc., and 
plans are under way to build a hotel 
and construct an artificia] lake. 

Performers on the hillbilly show 
engage in various occupations, ‘many 
holding positions at the set ttlement, 
others occupying cabins, and all 
take part in the WHAS aeinge. 


| Louisville, May 27. |large barn, seating 1,000, a lodge, 


| with mountain music is John Lair, 
}and now he’s returned to his native 


| hills, where he has promoted an en- 

| tire settlement near Mt. Vernon, Ky. 
| Located in the foothills of the Ken- 
|tucky mountains, Lair’s project is 
| the scene of the airing of Renfro 
| Valley Barn Dance, formerly on 
WLW, but now heard over WHAS 
twice each Saturday night, and each 
week-day morning for an hour and 
a half. 





Ellensburg, Wash. Petition 
Up Before FCC June 2 


Seattle, May 27. 

Renfro Valley Barn Dance has June 2 has been set as a tentative 
‘been signed to a three-year contract | date for the hearing in Washington 
|by Robert Kennett, WHAS program | by the Federal Communications 
director, and will supply most of the | Commission on the application of the 
hillbilly music heard over the sta- | Symons Broadcasting Co. for a new 
tion by remote from Mt. Vernon. | radio station at Ellensburg, Wash. 














Traffic is handled by teletype. Per- To be operated on 1110 ke, with 
| formers for the most part live near | power of one kilowatt, unlimited 
[the settlement, which includes a | time. 





























aces tense 


The Beaumans five in this well-kept farm home in Madison County, neer Me. 


Sterling, Ohio, located in the central part of the state near Columbus. 
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his father, 12-year- 
old Jerry Beauman 

takes great pride in 
‘ his Prize-Winning 

Hogs. Like Dad, 
Jerry enjoys WLW's 
t early morning pro- 
grams which feature 
market, weather and 
news reports. H. R. 
Gross is their favor- 
tte early morning 
news reporter. Both 
Jerry and sister Jean 
are actively engaged 
in Four-H Club work. 
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The Beaumon Family—Jerry, Jean, Mrs. Beauman and Mr. 5 
evening ereqrems together—listening to such favorites as Jack Benny, Edger Bergen 
ond Charlie McCarthy. Quiz programs and educational features are a part 

regular listening s. The Beauman radio is tuned to WLW first thing in the morn=< 
ing and WLW Iie a welcome visitor ali day long. 


MEET FRED BEAUMAN 
AND FAMILY 


The Fred Beaumans were chosen at random as represent- 
ative of the thousands of enterprising farm families who 
live in the wide, primary area of WLW and regularly dial 
the Nation’s Station for information and entertainment. 





Mrs. Beauman is a neighborly, efficient housewife who 
heartily endorses WLW’s type of farm programs and en- 
tertainment. She says she gets a fot out of Jane Sheridan's 
interesting Homemaker’s Review. For help in planning his 
work-day routine, Mr. Beauman relies on WLW'’s agricul- 
tural programs, the market reports and weather forecasts. 


The agricultural data prepared especially for the Midwest 
farmer by the WLW Farm Specialty Staff proves of great 
value to this conscientious Madison County farm family, 
just as it does to thousands of others like them. 
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Public Let In on ‘Story Conference 


Mort Lewis’ ‘Behind The Mike’ Dramatizes Diagnosis 


and Treatment for An 


Ailing Daytime Serial 


(The following is verbatim from 
part of the Mort Lewis ‘Behind the 
Mike’ script used a week ago Sunday 
on the NBC Blue. Bill is Bill Rapp, 
editor of True Story Magazine and 
a radio consultant on the side. 
Graham is Graham McNamee, the 
announcer. Other characters are! 
impersonations.—Ed). 





Bill: First I want to say that a, 
story consultant not only is called 
in when a script goes stale but is 
sometimes called in at the beginning 
of a serial to help the author plot 
the story. 


Graham: Well, what does a good 
day time serial have to have? 
Bill: A sponsor. 


yraham: You're a dreamer, but 
arn't we all. 
Bill: But seriously, a good story 
for a long serial must have at least 
two of these three fundamentals—a 
socially significant central theme, a ' 
group of characters who naturally 
generate dramatic situation after 
dramatic situation and a hopeful at- 
titude to this business of living. 
Graham: When do you do most of 
your work? 
Bill: During story conferences. 


ing) Why did you kill Sherman Tal- 
bot? He was such a fine man. He 
had a lovely character. We all like 
him and now you've killed him. 


We'll never buy your product again , 


and we used to eat it all the time 
at home. 
Joe: Isn’t that awful? 


Pete: And here’s another, Joe... 
(reading): It was a disgrace to kil 
Sherman Talbot. I resent it person- 
ally. Not only will I not eat Toasted 
Shreddies but I belong to the Four 
Deuces Bridge Club and to the 
Ladies Auxiliary and I'll see that 
none of the members eat Toasted 
Shreddies either. 

Joe: You're right, 
we shouldn't have 
Talbot. 


Martha: I’m glad we're agreed on 
that. But who killed Sherman Tal- 
bot? 

Pete: Who killed him? Why... 

Martha: It was your idea. You 
told us that your wife didn’t like 


Pete. I guess 
killed Sherman 


Sherman Talbot and none of her. 
friends liked Sherman Talbot and | 
that I should get rid of him once) 


and for all. I had to have 
shot. 


. Pete: Well, I still think I’m right. 


him 


Graham: What are these story con- , But if you had written it right...you 
ferences like? didn’t dumb it up enough...that was 
Bill: Well, Graham, suppose we the trouble. 
show the audience a typical story| Martha: (Breaks in) You're the 
conference...designed to help out a first person who hasn’t been satis- 


sick script...and so that our audi- fied with my writing. I’ve written 


ence can get them ail straight, let’s radio for ten years and my scripts 


first introduce the people at the ‘have always been successful. 
conference... | Pete: Then why don’t you write a 
Martha: I’m Martha...I write the successful script for us. The show 
script. 
until now. | 
Pete: I'm Pete, the advertising Martha: Maybe your product isn’t 
manager of the sponsor. Personaliy, |any good...have you ever thought of 
I think the trouble with this script | that... 
is that it’s too highbrow. Joe: (Shocked at heresy} Martha, 
Joe: I'm Joe...I represent the ad- | do you realize what you're saying? 
vertising agency—I’m what they call; Pete: The product is good. Look 
an account executive and boy, oh here, I’ll have you know that we 
boy, I hope that just because our |sold more Toasted Shreddies last 
show has lost a little popularity the year than... 
client doesn’t change to another ad-| Joe: Where is that guy Rapp? 
vertising agency. | We're paying him to come in and 
Rapp: I’m the story consultant but help us lick this problem and he 
I won’t come in till later. can’t even be here on time. 
Director: I’m the director of the Martha: Yes, where is Bill? 
show. I should be at the conference Pete: That's right. Where’s Rapp? 
but I'm not. I’m home sick, which| Rapp: (Fading in) Hello folks. 
cuts out another actor and keeps the | Sorry I’m late. 
budget of this program down. Joe: Bill, we’ve got a real problem 
Rapp: And now, typical story con- | here. 
ference in an office of an advertising | Pete: I'll have you know that 
agency...and don’t think it’s ex- | Toasted Shreddies last year, Martha, 
aggerated... |sold more packages than any 
(Babble of voices up and fade out | other... 
into): Joe: You’re absolutely right, Pete. 
Pete: Just look at that Crossley... |It’s a great product...but how about 
»%k at it! Down two points since jit, Bill...are you ready to help us? 
he last rating. And every point | Bill: Well, I spent 12 hours last 
means millions less listeners. And | night listening to records of the ‘Rise 
why is the rating down? Why, I ask |of Young Dr. Pepper O’Randolph.’ I 


selling. 


you? “|must have heard about 40 or 50 epsi- 
Martha: Why Pete? Because we /|sodes. 
killed Sherman Talbot. | Pete: Do you know what's wrong 


Pete: Of course. Look at the mail | with it? 
we received. This one says: (read-' Bill: Yes. 


) 








It’s always been successful ,is going down and: our product isn’t | 
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[t’s really shining its brightest! One hundred and ten 
million dollars going for three TVA dams and power 
plants! ... Textile mills and other industries on 24-hour 
day! ... Aluminum Company doubling capacity of 
plant! Full details of these teeming activities , .. and 
how they affect your market ... free, of course, on re- 
quest ... Ask the Brenham Company. | 
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Pete: Good...what? 
Bill: You killed Sherman Talbot 


to soon. 


Martha: I didn’t think he should 
have been killed at ail. 

Pete: My wife doesn’t like him... 
and she knows her radio. works, both NBC and CBS, the de- 

Bill: Yes, Pete, probably a lot of centralization of sundry component 
people didn’t like Sherman Talbot. arts loomed as a certainty. Al- 
But a lot more people seemed to like ready the RCA structure has been 
him. This Talbot was a rather nic€ under fire from Thurman Arnold's 
guy before you decided to get Tid trust-busting assistant, Victor O. 
of him, wasn’t he, Martha? Watters, on the proposition of hav- 

Martha: Yes, that’s how I built his jing both communications, broadcast- 
character. . ing, recording and kindred alliances. 

Bill: And you got rid of him in| : 
about five weeks. That is, you Rosenthal As MCA V. P. 
changed his character and made him | Under the MCA-CBS Bureau deal, 
a heel and motivated his death all the latter’s directing head, Herbert 
within that time. It was done too |I. Rosenthal, executive v. p. of the 











fast Artists Bureau and protegee of Law- 
Martha: Well, what can we do, rence Lowman, CBS_ executive, 

Bill. What’s a way out? moves into MCA as a vice-president 
Bill: Radio re-incarnation. He’s also. 


got to be brought back. | With Rosenthal also go his sub- 
Martha: I had him shot...but defi- agents in the Artists Bureau who be- 
nitely. We had him found kissing come part of the MCA organization. 
another man’s wife. And the hus- They are Larry Puck, on theatres; 
band shot him. He’s been buried. Mrs. Isabel Scott, head of the lec- 
Pete: Can you dig him up? ture and concert bureau; Jack Ber- 
Joe: That’s a constructive sugges- tell, cafes, legit, etc.; Dell Peters, 
tion, Pete? Mack Davis, Peter Teurer, Bruce 
Martha: I wonder if a man could Powell (brother-in-law to Herbert 
be buried and then be...maybe a Bayard Swope), and Lou Mindling, 
cataleptic fit. executive aide to Rosenthal. Mind- 
Pete: Well, Ill find out in a sec- ling, incidentally, only recently re- 
ond. I'll ’phone my doctor. signed MCA to join CBS, but under 
(Receiver off hook.) , the deal thus automatically shifts 
Hello. ..give me a line. back. Bertell is also a CBS Artists 
(Telephone dial.) 
Hello, Ernie...This is Pete. Say A third v.p. I. S. Becker, business 
Ernie, can a guy be buried in a manager and originally, a lawyer, 
cataleptic state and be brought back remaining at CBS in the program 
to life...How long ago was he dept. 


buried?...A month — ago...No, I -Details anent the roster of talent 
don't know him...it’s a_ script. both in the New York, Chicago and 


Yeah, he was killed...Well, it Hollywood offices must be worked 
wouldn’t make any difference...Oh out Some of the acts, such as the 


J CBS Seliing Artists Bureau 


———sContinued from page 1 








oly blast against the two major net- ment guarantees. Now there's a pos- 


| sibility NBC may make a deal with 
'the Morris Agency for its artists bu- 
_Teau. 


| MCA only last month took over 
the entire eighth floor of the Squibb 
Bldg. in New York, some 15,000 
'square feet, but with the CBS deal 
now finds even that very spacious 
office room inadequate and will 
| again have to start spilling over into 
extra floor space. 


CBS SELLING 
OUT CONCERTS 
CORP. ALSO 











Complementing the prospective 
sale of Columbia Artists Bureau, Inc., 
CBS subsidiary, to Music Corp. of 


'America, there is a deal underway 


v.p. but Rosenthal is senior officer. | 


for the network to dispose of its 
majority stock control of Columbia 
Concerts Corp., its concert manage- 
ment affiliate, to the minority stock- 
holder group. Like the Artists 
Bureau-MCA deal, it is subject to ap- 


| proval by the CBS board meeting 


scheduled for June 4 and endorse- 
ment by the network’s stockholders. 


, Actual transfer is not expected to 
‘take place for at least 90 days. 


...thanks very much...Well, good Bertelli roster, for instance, which | 


bye. includes such people as Hildegarde, 
(Receiver on hook.) The Hartmans, Danny Kaye, John 
Pete: If he was buried...he waS Hoysradt, are individually contracted 


embalmed and no one can survive to him. Under Bertell’s deal with 
that. __ | CBS he probably has the privilege of 
Bill: Not even on daytime radio. retaining them. 


Look. ..I figured this out. ..the script 
intimated that Talbot didn’t get along 
with his mother-in-law. He be- 
lieved that she was interfering in his 
married life. So let’s give him a 
double and make the double the guy 
who was shot. This sort of thing is 
happening all the time. Men sent to 
jail because they looked like the 
Teal criminal...Now Talbot was 
away from home when he sees his 
picture printed in the papers with 
the startling news story that he’s) 
|dead. That gives him an idea. His| 
mother-in-law has been ruining his 
Peggy te cig te el yp ne nolds, Clare Boothe, William L. 
home, he goes to Atlantic City. |Shirer, Ed Murrow, Elmer Davis, 
Martha: Yes, but how are we go-|J°hn Anderson, et al. 
|ing to get him back in the story,; Other CBS Artists Bureau per- 
Bill? 'sonalities are Andre Kostelanetz, 
Bill: Well, one day a friend comes Mark Warnow, Raymond Scott, 
to the house and asks how Sherman Barry Wood, announcers Del Shar- 
is? The wife says, ‘Sherman Don’t butt, Ted Husing and Paul Douglas, 
you know Sherman’s dead? He died, maestros Leith Stevens, Walter 
a month ago?’ And the friend says, Gross, Percy Faith, Lud Gluskin and 
‘Well, I must have seen a ghost in Others. 
Atlantic City only two weeks ago. Concerts Division Not in Deal 
Because I met him there and we Not going with the deal, and per- 


talked. It was Sherman all right: haps the single most imposing and 
So they call the missing person’s profitable roster of talent, is the Co- 
bureau or the police department in jymbia Concerts Corp. This remains 
Atlantic City. A call goes out and under Arthur Judson, prexy of the 
| Sherman Talbot is located. concerts subsidiary, and others’ di- 
Martha: Sounds good to me...but rection. Other managers in the con- 
he doesn’t want to come home on certs division include F. C. Coppicus 
account of the mother-in-law sit-'g Frederick Schang, Jr., Lawrence 
— inal Evans & Jack Salter, Haensel & 

ill: Right! So they put a personal Jones and Wolfsohn Musical Bureau, 
ad in the newspapers and he finally Jnc All were big concerts managers 
answers and says that he'll come prior to joining the combine with 


home—but no mother-in-law. Columbia. 
mother neat will we do with the this move by CBS to divest itself 
Joe: Why not kill her? Yee oo ty — evolutions 

: , within the talent subsidiaries 

a econ nt eau aig hit by networks. Some years yn ho ae 
Pete: Wait, wait...you can’t kill ‘8@ Major webs, and also Mutual 
the mother-ie-lew Broadcasting System, unloaded its 
. bands by order of the American Fed- 


The deal, for MCA, of course 
means an impressive talent cushion 
to bolster what, in years, has been 
essentially a band booking organiza- 
tion. While Stein has been building 
MCA for some time into live talent, 
in all its components, even going so 
far as to buy up personality con- 
tracts from other Hollywood agents, 
in order to give him influence with 
the picture studios, he could use 
more. 


The lecture bureau, for instance, 
places under MCA availability such 
impressive names as Quentin Rey- 


} 


Martha: Wh ? ov : a2 
hates her. y not Everybody eration of Musicians. _NBC turned 
Pete: Yes, but you can’t kill the them over to Consolidated Radio 


Artists (Charles E. Green) and MCA 
took over the CBS and MBS roster. 
In fact, to insure itself, MCA’s Jules 
pi Stein guaranteed CBS $50,000 a year 
for sundry periods of radio time, 
| against a 344% of the bands’ gross, 
|'so as not to be frozen out. MBS 
| Bill: Let's not forget the third of “8S Suatanteed $20,000. The first 
our fundamentals...a hopeful atti- ne =o — with MCA, some 
|tude to life. So, instead of killing! gon, MCA oj se eee a par 
the mother-in-law we'll reform her—}| pickups. Theory ls es that CBS 
hee thirteen weeks! . \thus would not be tempted to cur- 
_ Joe: Reform a mother-in-law in tail its t-11 b 
thirteen weeks. Don’t you think ot a one ae 
sealts anh toca? nt you think MCA bands, although, as it de- 
os veloped, that was an unlikelihood. 
| baa ery oa 3 7 and pe However, the deal continued until 
quand uaa ene ee ypical of @M last year, when FCC complications 
y ence. i started to assert themselves. 


NBC-Morris Agcy. Deal? 


mother-in-law. 

Martha: Why not? 

Pete: Because think how many 
people who buy our product 
mother-in-laws. 

Bill: That’s easy to fix. 
| Pete: How? 





| Youngstown, O-A. O. Hardy, | 


| Youngstown, former supervisor of Morris Agency for the CBS talent 
radio activities for the National | acquisition was also being discussed, 





‘Youth Administration in Ohio, has | but understood to have been stymied 


joined WJSV, Washington, as field | by the reported $250,000 cash de- 
‘engineer. 


mand, plus the personnel employ- 


CBS interest in Columbia Con- 
certs amounts to 55%, for which the 
network is to be paid around $250,000 
under the proposed deal. MCA 
doesn’t figure in the concert transac- 
tion, as the Artists Bureau and 
Columbia Concerts Corp. are entirely 
different ventures. Latter is and has 
been located in the Steinway Bldg., 
in West 57th street, New York, some 
distance from the Columbia Broad- 
casting System building, where its 
Artists Bureau is housed. 

Managements included in the Con- 
certs Corp., setup and now holding 
45% of the stock are Concert Man- 
agement, Inc., Arthur Judson; Metro- 
politan Musical Bureau, Inc.; Evans 


| & Salter, Inc.; Haensel & Jones, Inc.; 


Wolfsohn & Jones, Inc., and Com- 
munity Concerts Service, Inc. Direc- 
tors of the organization since the 
various independent offices were 
merged 11 years ago are Judson, F. 


| C. Coppicus, Frederick Schang, Jr., 


A possible deal with the William | 


Lawrence Evans, Jack Salter, Calvin 
Franklin, Ward French and Horace 
Parmalee. They will continue to 
operate the firm under the Columbia 
Concerts Corp. name until the trans- 
fer is completed and a new pame is 
selected. 


Concerts division has an imposing 
array of talent on its roster, so much 
so that it was cited a few months 
ago before the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, in a brief by 
Coast attorney Martin Gang, as a 
monopoly in its field. Gang, repre- 
senting a few Coast agents acting in- 
dependently, also charged that the 
radio networks’ artists bureau were 
in restraint of trade and throttling 
indie agents by unfair methods, such 
as inducing performers to sign man- 
agement contracts on the promise of 
sustaining radio time. 
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FOR 


EXPERIENCE FOR 


A Musical Director 


Composer-Arranger 
with this story to tell: 


THE RECORD 


—1l years with New York Station. 
—who makes own arrangements. 


—who writes original music for 
script shows. 


—whose musical production ideas 
have been sponsored by— 
General Mills, Pontiac, 
Remington Rand, Ex Lax. 


Due te change of ewnership at 
WMCA, New York, the man who 
answers this description (myself) 
is available. 


LEE GRANT 


1650 Broadway, New York 
Phone: Circle 7-0383 
COlumbus 5-2525 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 





‘Speaking of Books,’ series handled on WGY, Schenectady, N. Y., by 


Richard J. Lewis, has recently been 


the battle ground between several 


name writer guests. Latest was a tiff between Rockwell Kent and James 
7 . Farrell, who tangled on the program when Farrell criticized Kent's 


recent book. Some time previously 


Gontran de Poncins, author of the 


best-selling ‘Kabloona,’ exchanged verbal shafts with Sir Hubert Wilkins 


when the latter threw wet blankets on his book. 


‘Speaking of Books’ 


was formerly heard over WABY, Albany, under the title, ‘The Book of 


the Week.’ 
Times Union. 


Broadcaster Lewis is book reviewer for Hearst’s Albany 





‘Candle in the Wind,’ the Maxwell Anderson play which is slated for 
fall production with Helen Hayes in the lead, has a title relative in a 
dramatic serial which Transamerican has already auditioned for several 


prospective commercials. Transamer 
son, is tagged ‘Candle in the Wind.’ 


ican’s script, authored by Nick Daw- 
Several episodes have been waxed 


and Transamerican doesn’t intend to change the title because of the 


Anderson development, 





Baroness Helene Von Polenz, who has made sundry appearances on 
New York radio stations as interviewee and commentator, is dropping the 


Germanic title in favor of the original Polish version. 


be Baroness Polenzski. Refugee has 


Hereafter she will 
a deal pending with Station WBNY, 


the merged set-up of three Brooklyn smallies which has taken over the 
old quarters of WOV on 43d street in Manhattan. 





The boys in the band at the Cavalry Replacement Training Center at 
Fort Riley, Kansas, need a P. A. system. Anyone who has an old one to 
spare communicate with Pvt. Hal Schenker at Headquarters Bldg. there. 





Dunlap Feeds (not Seeds, as wrongly named) is specializing in local 


show for its current campaign. 


Account’s agency ig Young & Rubicam. 





Ward Wheelock agency has been a 


ssigned by Colgate-Palmolive-Peet to 


handle the advertising of the latier’s new product, Vel, effective June 1. 





South Carolina State Senator Strikes 


Weber’s Slant 





Fred Weber, general manager 
of the Mutual Network, took 
recognition Monday (26) of the 
pamphlet reprint of the speech 
which Mark Ethridge, of WHAS, 
Louisville, made before the re- 
cent convention of the National 
Association of Broadcasters, by 
reminding the Mutual stations 
which resigned from the associ- 
ation that it was ‘their money 
the N.A.B. had used to print and 
mail out a speech attacking their 
network.’ 

eber’s comment was in the 





form of a letter. | 











Show Costs Down 


Continued from page 23 














catch on. For a long time they used 
bridge lessons, etiquette lessons, and 
cooking lessons as daytime enter- 
tainment. It never got anywhere. 


Only when the ‘out of this world’ 
serial 
‘radio get really big. So the serials 


was invented did daytime 


should not be sold short. They have 


| genuine staying power. 
| 


For the rest, the statistics show 
only minor variations in minor 
types of programs. The big point is 
that the name stars—or what is left 
of them—are on the descent, and that 
all replacements are distinctly on the 
cheap side. That means, of course, 
that radio must either get new name 
stars or else toy around with tons 
and tons of easily-consumible corn. 
The trend may also reflect itself 
quite adversely on the size of listen- 
ing audience unless checked pretty 
soon, 


At Charleston Air-Press ‘Monopoly’ 





Charleston, S. C., May 27. 
WTMA, recently acquired by the 
jointly-owned Charleston News and 
Courier and the Evening Post, has 
with the two dailies themselves be- 


come the target of a State senatorial, 


attack. The charge levelled at the 
threesome is that they are ‘a dan- 
gerous monopoly. A_ resolution 
adopted by the Senate asks State 
Attorney General John Daniel to 
rule on whether the state’s anti-trust 
and monopoly laws apply to ‘com- 
binations of newspapers, news serv- 
ices and radio stations.’ 


Senator Cotesworth P. Means, who 
inspired the resolution, told the house 
that he thought the ‘evil lay in the 
political and financial setup of the 
papers.’ He charged that the two 
papers would not cooperate with 
WSCS, Charleston, and would not 
publish the latter’s programs except 
as paid advertisements, but that not 
only were the programs of WITMA 
printed but these newspapers car- 


ried ‘big advertisements’ about their 


station. 

In his statement on the floor Sen- 
ator Means said he was giving a 
month’s notice to the news services 
used by the paper (the Associated 
Press, the United Press and the In- 
ternational News Service) to ‘clean 
up the situation’ or else legislative 
action would follow. There are other 
newspapers in the state that own and 
operate stations but the Senator 
made no mention of them. 

Political implications of Senator 
Means attack was reflected in his 
reference to W. W. Ball, editor of 
the News and Courier. Means said 
that the editor acted as though he 
were the political manager of some 


_ opposition party (South Carolina is 


98% Democratic) in running candi-, 


dates for the legislature. Editorial 
comment, the Senator added, was 
‘all on the same subject....of prov- 
ing the legislature is unworthy, in- 
competent and dishonest,’ and in his 
Opinion ‘the substances of such edi- 
torials is wrong, unwholesome and 
destructive.’ 





Jacksonville, Illinois, 
| Granted 250-Watter 


Washjngton, May 27. 

Rivalry over new broadcast sta- 
tions for Jacksonville, Ill., and River- 
side, Cal., was terminated last week 
when the Federal Communications 
Commission made its choice between 
four applicants. Final okay was 
given Hobart Stephenson, Milton 
Edge and Edgar J. Korsmeyer for 
a daytime transmitter at Jacksonville 
to be operated on 1150 ke with 250 
watts. 

Stephenson and Edge have for 
several years been interested in ob- 


taining a license, Commish ex- 
plained, and ‘have taken the initia- 
tive’ in attempting to furnish the 
area with broadcast facilities. Their 


application also was filed two months 
prior to that of Helen L. Walton and 
Walter Bellatti, a partnership seek- 
ing the same facilities. 


New London, Conn. — Francis 
Garufy left chief engineer’s post at 
WNLC for transmitter job with 
WOR, N. Y. Walter J. Tucker, Jr., 
of Mystic, replaces in New London 
and Harold Michaels of N. Y. has 
also been added to WNLC staff. 
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The following definitions should 
be borne in mind in reading the ac- 
| companying five - year program 
charts: 

Radio Season: This is computed as 
running from June to June. Thus 
the 1940-41 season runs from June 
1, 1940, to June 1, 1941. 


Station Hour: Variery uses a sys- 
tem for automatically weighting pro- 
grams both by length of broadcast 
and size of hookup. A ‘station hour’ 
is really one hour over one station 
one time. Therefore a 30-minute 
program broadcast once weekly over 
'50 stations is counted as 25 station 
hours; and a_ five-a-week serial | 
broadcast over 40 stations in 15-min- 
ute segments is counted as 50-station | 
hours. Unless a system such as this 
is used, program categories could 
never be computed. For the reader | 
will immediately see that it would 
be false to call 10 dramatic pro- 
grams simply ‘10’ when some of 
them may be 15 minutes long, oth- 
ers 30 minutes long, still others 60 

minutes long, and all varying in size 

of network hookup. 

Size of hookup used for this com- 
putation is the maximum number of 
stations used at any time during the 
radio season. Totals are cumulative. 
That is, under ‘drama,’ for instance, ! 
all drama programs for the entire 
season are added together. 

Program Categories: These are 
generally self-explanatory. The main | 
objective of the program is what 
classifies it. Thus the Lux Radio | 
Theatre is classified as ‘drama,’ al- 
though there sometimes is enough 
by-play in the program to make it | 
seem like ‘variety.’ On the whole, | 
however, the dramatic side predom- | 
inates and hence the ‘drama’ classifi- | 
cation. (These categories, developed 
by Variety, are now also used by | 

the Cooperative Analysis of Broad- | 





casting, and undoubtedly may soon 
be the standard nomenclature of 
the industry). 
| A few of the more difficult cate- | 
| gories will be explained here: 
‘Audience participation’ includes 
all programs in which the eudience 
either broadcasts, or votes (as in the | 
Major Bowes program), or com- 
petes for a prize. ‘Familiar music’ | 
covers catchy tunes with a reminis- 
cent angle; thus the Stephen Foster 
melodies, cowboy songs, and ‘Down 
by the Old Mill Stream’ are ‘familiar 
music,’ but recent popular melodies 
are definitely not. ‘Comedy feams’ | 
are two-person serials such us Amos 
‘n’ Andy and Eas, Aces (Burns & 
Allen, on the other hand, are ‘va- 
riety’ because their show includes 
much more than Burns and Allen). 
‘Single Act’ is one-person entertain- 
ment, such as Tony Wons, etc. ‘Song- 
patter’ teams are what the name im- 
| plies, and include such acts as Tim 
|and Irene, etc. 





All other categories are deemed | 
| sufficiently clear per se to need no | 


| further explanation. 





Schenectady. — Robert Warner, 
WGY’s news department, resigned 
and left for Corpus Christi, Tex., 
where he will sell electric refrigera- 
tors. 


| 


Trade Commission Analyzes Radio 
Advertising; Finds Big Markets 
Proportionately Worst Offenders 


Washington, May 27. 





Broadcasting stations in the big- 
gest cities, not the smallies who 
have been the object of finger-point- 
ing by various industry reformers, 
are more liable to transgress the 
rules against unfair or misleading 
advertising, according to a Federal 
Trade Commission review of its 1940 
script scrutinizing. Summary re- 
leased Monday (26) showed that 
while only a microscopic fragment 
(1.87%) of the ogled continuities 
contained material that was consid- 
ered questionable, the biggest batch 
of material deemed to need more 
careful inspection came from 94 
transmitters in 15 cities with popu- 
lation over 500,000. (Which casts 
doubt on the assertions of strutting 
spokesmen for the big boys that they 
have the highest scruples and it’s 
the small competitors who are irre- 
sponsible about checking on the 
blurbs.) 

The number of continuities exam- 
ined by the F.T.C. censors varied 
for the different classes of stations, 
but the tabulation was properly 
weighted so that each group of 
transmitters (on the basis of popu- 
lation of the place where they were 
situated) was responsible for one- 
sixth of the total copy checked, 

By Population 

Out of 115,304 continuities sub- 
mitted by the outlets in cities over 
500,000, a total of 3.0% was marked 
‘questionable’ and subjected to close 
examination. The F.T.C. marked 
‘questionable’ 2.4% of the 93,682 
pieces of copy from 79 stations in 
25 cities between 250,000 and 500,- 
000; 15% of 126,522 pieces from 93 
stations in 42 cities between 100,000 
and 250,000; 1.9% of 109,292 pieces 
from 103 stations in 76 cities be- 
tween 50,000 and 100,000; 1.4% of 
91,827 pieces from 108 stations in 103 
cities between 25,000 and 50,000; and 
1.1% of 164,570 pieces from 241 sta- 
tions in 239 cities under 25,000. 

The Commish report dealt only 
with non-network copy (both local 
and national spot), in order to avoid 
duplication, and was not concerned 
with chain ballyhoo as far as the 


stations and their markets were in- 
volved. Out of 50,863 pieces of copy 
from the webs, the Commish found 
16.6%, or 8,485 samples, warranted 
further checking. Script from tran- 
scribed programs was ‘questionable’ 
in 9.5% of the cases. 

Proportion of national network 
advertising set aside for additional 
inspection was higher than in the 
case of scripts from regional webs. 
Survey showed 19.6% of the 33.122 
commercial continuities obtained 
from the nation-wide combos (rep- 
resenting all of their sponsored ma- 
terial) looked at first glance as 
though it should be sapolioed, but 
only 11.1% of the 17,741 pieces of 
script from 13 regional skeins was 
tagged for investigation. 


WCAU’s ‘Ground School 
| Reaps: Alumni Crop 
: 








Philadelphia, May 27. 

The first commencement of 
WCAU’s aviation ground school was 
held last Friday (23) with 250 stu- 
dents receiving ‘diplomas.’ The stu- 
dents, 16 to 60, completed 40-hour 
courses in basic air subjects con- 
ducted by Dr. Lloyd Bohn, professor 
of aeronautics at Temple University. 
Ten of the graduates received ten- 
hour flight scholarships offered by 
Philly airports. Due to the interest 
shown in the school, held in the 
WCAU auditorium, it was decided 
to continue it next fall. 


Speakers at the graduation exer- 
cises were: Captain Jack Knight, 
United Airlines; R. S. Gall, Brewster 
Aircraft Corp., and Captain E. M. 
Pace, of the U. S. Naval aricraft 
factory here. 

San Antonio—KABC added Vir- 
ginia Purnell to continuity, Edward 
Kinslo to merchandising and Stane 
ley Lucas to engineering staffs. Miss 
Purnell comes from WLW, Cincin- 
nati, while Lucas comes from 
KTSA here. 

















A BIG appetite is fine ... when you can afford 
to satisfy it. And the folks in “America’s 
Money Belt” are happy about the whole 
thing, when they get up from the table. For 
flour alone they spend enough to ransom a 
king, and a couple of dictators for good 
measure. 


Why not step right up and mix yourself 
a batch of the dough that makes the “Money 
Belt” the nation’s best bet for advertisers? 


The recipe calls for one medium... 
way voice of The Cowles Stations, 


prepared. We're doing it for others, every 
day. Write, we'll tell you the secret. 


The Cowles 


wat * KR 


a ae 





Represented Nationally by THE KATZ AGENCY 








NT * KSO » Way” 





WHICH OF THESE 
DO YOU SELL? 


Annual Retail Sales in 
"America's Money Bels’’ 


Canned 

Fish ...$10,188,579.30 
All 

Cereals . 21,396,016.64 
Canned 

Milk .. 27,370,565.09 


the four- 
specially 


Shortenings ( Vegetable 
and Salad Oils) (not 
including 


lard) .. 31,209,919.20 
All Perfumes and 
Cosmetics 17,215,412.46 


All Soaps. 39,197,765.40 


All Canned Fruit and 
Vegetables 47,731,971.20 


Tobacco . 85,649,799.31 
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Knox Gelatine Rush Orders For 
Fore-Aft Fi ireside Announcements 








Schenectady, May 27. 

Every radio station in the United 
States that carries President Roose- 
velt’s fireside chat tonight (Tuesday) 
received a wired offer last Friday of 
two 30-word announcements. The 
announcements bearing only the two- 
word commercial identification . of 
‘Knox Gelatine’ dealt with ‘national 
unity’ and were offered to run be- 
fore and after the fireside chat. Sta- 
tions had options from Leighton & 
Nelson agency to take one or both 
announcements as their schedule al- 
lowed. 

Mrs. Charles B. Knox, president of 
the company, is strong on patriotism 
and has patriotic music played regu- 
larly through the factory. 

Announcement td be read before 
the President goes on the air was 
worded: 

‘The Makers of KNOX Gelatine 
suggest that in the interest of 
national unity you keep tuned to 
this station for an important address 
by the President of the United 
States.’ 

The after-talk statement reads: 

‘In union there is strength. Today, 
all of us must cooperate wholeheart- 
edly in the interests of national unity 
and national defense. This is the 
message from the makers of KNOX 
Gelatin.’ 


NEW BIZ IN BOSTON 


Liberty Magazine on WNAC —- Local 
Accounts Plentiful 











~ 


Boston, May 27. 
Local accounts were prominent in 














PAYROLL TRAFFIC | 


Seattle—Jim Scott, 
nouncer at KWSC, Pullman, Wash., 
and KFPY, Spokane, is now an- 
nouncing at KIRO, Seattle. 





Regina, Sask.—Anne Draayer, ior- 
merly with CJRM, Regina, now with 
the advertising department of the 
Globe and Mail, Toronto. 





Spokane—Bill odes, formerly 





with station KWSC, Pullman, Wash., 
is now relief operator at stations 
!KHQ-KGA, Spokane. 

‘ignation and will return to her home 
in California. 





Regina, Sask.—Lloyd Westmore- 
land, program director of CKCK, Re- 
gina, transferred to production de- 


partment of CKOC, Hamilton, Ont. | 


Don MacMillan adds program direc- 
tor title to that of publicity direc- 
tor. 


formerly an- | 


| 
| 


Helen Sullivan, continuity writer | 
‘at KHQ-KGA, has tendered her res- | 





Fort Wayne—R. C. Groffman, for- | 


merly promotion director of KLZ, 
'Denver, has been appointed sales 
promotion manager of the Magna- 
vox Co., Inc., Fort Wayne, succeed- 
'ing Don H. Spicer. 





Cedar Rapids, Ia.—Andy Woolfries, 
who has been announcer for WOI at 
Ames, Ia., for nearly 20 years, and 
who resigned recently, will on July 





Boston selling the past week, with 1 become farm service director for 
the Jordan Marsh department store Cowles Brothers’ WMT, Waterloo, 
taking special one-time shots on and KRNT-KSO, Des Moines. Rich- 
WAAB, WEEI and WNAC. In the ard B. Hull, on University of Min- 
spot division, deals were closed with nesota radio staff since 1938, will 
only two; Packard Motors to WEEI succeed Woolfries at WOI. 
and Liberty magazine to WNAC. 
WAAB: Steuben’s Restaurant, two| New York City—Sylvia Barton, of 
participations in ‘Sports. Matinee,’, the Young & Rubicam research de- 
starting May 29, through David Mal- partment,: specializing on ‘Battle of 
kiel; Paramount Baking Corp., five the Sexes,’ has resigned. She is suc- 
participations in ‘Sports Matinee,’,ceeded by Jacqueline Byrd. 
starting May 29, through David Mal-| 
kiel; Jordan Marsh Co., one 30-word! Louisville—Morris Hicks, formerly 
cut-in, May 29, through John C,.| with WIRE, Indianapolis, where he 
Dowd; Boston Globe, eight one-min- 2ired a ‘Man-on-Street’ program for 
ute transcriptions, May 26-29, Kaye’s Jewelry over a period of 
through BBD&O; Kane Furniture 
Co., one 15-minute program titled, 
‘Kane’s Singing Salesman,’ May 27, 
through Richard B. Sallinger; First 
Federal Savings & Loan Association, 
extension of contract for series of 
27 100-word announcements, started 
May 26, through Doremus & Co.; 
Young People’s Church of the Air, 








WINN, local ‘Plug’ Kendrick station, 
and airing a daily ‘Man on Street’ 
quiz for Moskins Clothing Store. 
|He’s assisted by Byron Taggart, who 
also aids on another question pro- 
gram ‘Sidewalk Spelling Bee’ Mon- 
days-Wednesdays-Fridays sponsored 
by a local bakery. Announcer Jack 





: . Bendt throws the questions. 
26 30-minute programs also on 
Wie Wed Werk, wines |, Sou, Beberoem, whe, Seemety 
WBRK, WATR, WSAR, WLLH, aakeviediee’ hivann "hon re- 
WCOU, WNLC, WSYB, WHAI, ar 

: turned. He has been on the staff of 
WLNH, Sundays, starting Oct. 19, KMLB. Monroe. La 
through Ivey & Ellington, Inc. ’ ‘ ’ 

WEE: Garth-West, Inc. (Ultra- Philadelphia — Mort Silverman, 
Tan), one-minute participations in formerly of WINS, New York, and 
Caroline Cabot Shopping Service, E s aa - 
through Jumesway, lec: Une D. WCOP, Boston, has joined the sales 


staff of WDAS. 

Bert Bayliss has left WIP to join 
the enginering staff of WSNJ, 
Bridgeton, N. J. 


Hobbs (millinery), one-minute par- 
ticipations in Caroline Cabot Shop- 
ping Service, direct; Boston Globe, 
one-minute daytime announcements | 
and participations in Caroline Cabot 
Shopping Service, through BBD&O; 
Lauri Alwyn of London (‘Keep-Fit’ 
lecture), one 15-minute talk, through 





partment to be assistant to the presi- 
dent of the advertising firm of Leon 


| 


| nouncements. 


| 


' sabbergasted hand walked off the | 
|he only meant it as an ‘acoustical ; 


seven years, is currently managing | 


Chide Princess Pat 


Washington, May 27. 

Cease and desist order was 
slapped on Gordon-Gordon, Ltd., 
and its selling agent, Princess 
Pat, Ltd., of Chicago, Saturday 
(24) for radio and other mis- 
representations concerning face 
powders and face creams bally- 
hooed by the cosmetics firm. 
Among other reasons for which 
the Federal Trade Commission 
adrninistered the spanking were 
claims of the outfit that other 
face powder manufacturers use 
orris root in their preparation 
and that some women are ‘al- 
lergic’ to this ingredient and de- 
velop skin irritations and rough- 
ness. Although admitting that a 
few individuals are allergic to 
orris root, Commish pointed out 
that only 10% of face powder on 
the market contains the in- 
gredient and that very few per- 
sons are unable to use these 
powders. 

Respondents’ own preparation, 
‘Princess Pat Powder,’ is not 
non-allergic to all persons and 
does not perform miracles that 
will make the skin ‘soft or 
pliant’ or prevent coarse pores 
and blackheads, F. T. C. pointed 
out. Use of ‘Muscle Oil,’ 
‘Princess Pat Irradiated Muscle 
Oil.’ ‘Skin Cleanser’ and ‘Skin 
Food’ and ‘Anti-Wrinkle Cream’ 
by no means guarantees a per- 
fect complexion, Commish in- 
dicated, and such representations 
must be stopped. 


— 


EDUCATOR BISCUIT 
PLACING 100 BLURBS 


Megowen Educator Biscuit Co. is 
using a campaign of 100-word an- 
Schedule calls for 78 
of them to be run off at the rate of 
six a week over 13 weeks. 

John W. Queen, of Boston, is the 
agency. 























Sioki Talks 


Continued from page 3m 














stage protesting Stoky explained that 


test.’ 


! 





»¥ Radio Daffodils « 
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San Francisco—Bob Dumm, KSFO special events chief, celebrated Na- 
'tional Hospital Day by satisfying a long-time ambition to broadcast an 


appendectomy. 





Weslaco, Texas—The Graham Ice Cream Co, tied in with the stories of 
the sensational Hess flight from Germany to England, with a five-day 
jingle and pun contest offering cash and ice cream as prizes. 





WOR’s Employee Relations Policy 


Suggestion Committee Thrives—Had ‘Charm Course’ 
for a Time—Bonuses for Babies 

















the engineering department has al- 
ready received his $10 as the first 


Editor, VARIETY: | 


When Variety made its 1940 Show- | 


‘manship Awards it paid considerable , father to benefit under the new plan. 


Clippings 
By way of further solidifying our 


attention to the relationship between | 
employer and employee in radio sta- | 








tions. We at WOR have always been 
conscious of the importance of this 
relationship but stimulated by 
Variety’s far-seeing emphasis on this 
phase of station operation, we gave 
the entire problem still more thought 
and discussion. 

The result is that we have gone 
even further into the field. Since 
you gave so much stimulus to our 
thinking, I thought you and your 
readers might be interested in some 





| Tecent developments along the line 
of the WOR’s management’s consid- 
eration of the employer-employee 
problem. 


In writing this letter we are not 


family unity, a special employees’ 
‘bulletin board is set up (before and 
after official work hours) with 
notes, recent pictures, outstanding 
'newsbreaks so that members of our 
station family, who obviously don’t 
'buy all the New York papers and 
_picture magazines, may see what is 
_ being done to publicize the station’s 
| programs—with what results—and 
|also to familiarize them with the 
'Station’s personalities and policies, 
| Along these lines all clippings men- 
tioning the names of persons on 
WOR staff are immediately for- 
warded in a special ‘your clippings 
from WOR’ folder to the person in- 


attempting simply to ring bells for VOlved. We have specially empha- 
WOR. Naturally, we feel that we Sized the placement of news notes 
|have been progressive and that real about our people in trade publica- 
‘thought and effort has gone into our | tions and then followed through to 


policies. But fundamentally, I am 
setting down some of the things we 
have done wit the hope that in turn 
other stations the country over may 
benefit. A consideration of these re- 
lationships at a time like this with 
national defense in the public’s con- 
sciousness seems most appropriate. 
Management at WOR _ consists 
really of policies determined by de- 
partment heads, the general man- 
ager, Theodore C, Streibert, and the 
president of the station, Alfred J. 
McCosker. Because of the station’s 
policy of promoting from within, 
over two-thirds of the department 
| heads have risen from the ranks of 


The reporters next received the the very people whose good will and 
maestro’s personal attention when in| loyalty the station values so much. 


answer to a question he observed, | 
‘I’ve been talking to you 20 minutes | 


and you don’t understand a thing 
I’ve said.’ 
Orchestra was prepared for ‘new 
world conditions,’ the conductor 
when asked what he meant by that, 


|nearly went over the line with a 


breath-stopping explanation—‘we all 
share the work, we are all comrades 
together.’ 


The final shot which stampeded 


|the pad and pencil brigade to their 


Baltimore—Edwin Weisman leaves | 
WMCA, New York, continuity de- | 





C. Brewer Smith; Jordan Marsh Co. 


100-word daytime 


tions, through Young & Rubicam. 


announcements, 
through John C. Dowd; Gori Beauty 
Salon, one-minute participations in 
Caroline Cabot Shopping Service, 
through C. Brewer Smith; Packard 
Motor Car Co., one-minute transcrip- 





in a WEEI audition, 


Monday (26). 


,S. Golnick Associates in Baltimore. 


Boston—After emerging victorious 
Joan White- 
head, graduate of Emerson College, | 
was given her own daily program, 
‘Hollywood Scrapbook,’ and started 
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By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S 


FAMILY BRINGS YOU 


MOST POPULAR 


MORE 


[AUGHTER. TEARS avo L{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap - 99% 


| LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12: 
WABC-—5:30-5:45 EDST—CBS 


COAST TO COAST 
ADV 


Dir. COMPTON 





> pure 


30 P.M., EDST 


ERTISING AGENCY 


MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 





| ditorium 


wordology was Stokowski’s crack 
that having -~now mastered the 
acoustical and electrical principles 


of radio and pictures, he would pro- 
ceed next to study the ‘psychic 
phenomenon’ of music. Whether or 
not this would be with or without 
the assistance of Mickey Mouse went 
unstated. 





Turnout Not Forte 
Springfield, Mass., May 27. 


Leopold Stokowski’s All-American 
Youth orchestra played to a disap- 
pointing 1,600 at the Municipal Au- 
(capacity 3,800) Friday 
(25). Stokowski departed from 
precedent for the orchestra by pre- 
senting Marlyn Crittendon, Spring- 
field girl, who was violinist in the 
first Youth orchestra, in Chausson’s 
‘Poeme’ for violin and orchestra. 

Even with this added local appeai, 
the top of $2.75 was shaded to dis- 
pose of some seats at $1.65 day of 
the concert. 





Root Beer Sponsors News 


Cleveland, May 27. 

Latest local news sale involves 
purchase of three ten-minute eve- 
ning spots weekly by Dr. Swett’s 
Root’ Beer on WGAR. Broadcasts 
are scheduled for Monday, Wednes- 
day, and Friday at 6:15 with Bill 
Forman reporting. Account placed 
by C. L. Miller Agency. 





Des Moines.—Norman Duncan, for- 
merly with KFNF, Shenandoah, Ia., 
G. A. Fredericks of the Majestic 
Radio Corp. of Chicago, and Wm. E. 
Scharach, of the radio division of 
the Des Moines police department 
for nine years, have been added to 
the KSO-KRNT engineering staff. 


Predicting that his Youth | 


! 


Suggestion Committee 

The most interesting recent de- 
velopment at WOR has been the for- 
mation of a Suggestion Committee to 
award cash prizes for the best staff 
ideas submitted to improve WOR 
and its way of doing things. Awards 
are made semi-monthly by a com- 
mittee. They range from $5 to $25 
at the discretion of the committee 
and depending on the value of the 


idea submitted. There is no set fig- | 


ure or limit to the number of per- 
sons who can earn prizes, nor limit 
to the number of suggestions each 
person can submit. In addition, at 
the end of each six months’ period, 
the Suggestion Committee will 
award grand prizes of $75, $50, and 
$25 for the best ideas submitted. 
Provision has also been made for a 
, review at fixed intervals of the ideas 
submitted to determine their efficacy 
and their development in terms of 
| the station’s progress. 

All I can say is that the Sugges- 


|see that they have received the 
| printed mentions. This has been 
| most appreciated. 


So far I’ve mentioned some of the 
|recent developments, stimulated by 
VARIETY’S interest and by our own 
consideration of what we were doing 
|and what we could de. Conscious 
of the potentialities in the field of 
cordial and happy relations, the sta- 
tion has been able to offer other ade 
vantages. 

Hospitalization 

WOR also has group insurance 
and the hospitalization plan where- 
| by its employees benefit by substan- 


| 


| 


|tial discounts against individual 
| rates for these services. Through 
| cooperation with the Greenwich 


Savings Bank, arrangements have 
| been made for automatic deductions 
| from salary for savings accounts. 
| There is also a station vacation and 
| Christmas fund, as well as an em- 
‘ployee organization to which staff 
members contribute a small sum and 
which guarantees them full pay for 
| thirteen weeks while on sick leave 
| and half pay for a period after that. 

Some of the points I have men- 
tioned are primary in their results; 
others are secondary and depend for 
their effectiveness on the aggregate 
of all of the indications of the man- 
agement’s responsibility to its staff. 

We would be most interested in 
hearing what some of the other sta- 
tions are doing, and I am sure your 
readers would follow this with in- 
terest. 


By way of conclusion, we feel 
that VarreTy’s stimulus in the field 
of employer-employee relationship 
has been of real inspiration, and we 


tions Committee has been flooded. 
Pink slips are everywhere and the 
interest of the staff is at a peak. 
These ideas are not confined to pro- 
gram ideas, but suggestions of how 
the station can improve its opera- 
tions and its relationships with the 
public and within its own family. | 
Charm Course 
Another and unusual employee | 
relationship development has been 
the free beauty and fashion clinics 
of Richard Willis and Pegeen Fitz- | 
gerald, who broadcast the program 
‘Here’s Looking At You’ devoted to 
an analysis of make-up and clothes. | 
Pegeen and Dick have been advising 
staff members regarding their gen- 
eral appearance. This offer—free, 
naturally—has been seized on avidly, | 
although it will be discontinued for 
non-policy causes. However, Willis | 
has volunteered to contribute his 
make-up services to any staff mem-| 
ber at his own studio and will con- 
tinue his analyses during the sum- | 
|mer. You can imagine the response |' 
'to such an offer. 
Babies 
Our third innovation has been the 
establishment of a fund whereby $10 
will be deposited in the bank to the 
account of each baby born to a staff | 
member. While there has been no _ 
visible increase as yet in the birth- | 
rate of our families, a member of 


look forward as time goes on to 
being able to report more and more 
progress in this important scope of 
station activity. Jerry Danzig. 
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1-7 of New England Lives Here 
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(Each week Variety publishes reports of radio time placements 
in leading markets. These markets are selected from the standpoint 
of: (1) tmportance ; (2) existence of normal competition; (3) avail- 
ability and reliability of data. A unit system is followed in com- 
puting network, local and national spot radio advertising activity. 
The totals ave for markets, not for individual stations. The units 
correspond to the clock, the measurement fundamental of radio. 


That 1s to say, an hour's sponsored program counts as 60 units. A 
half hour is 30 units. Each spot announcement counts as one unit.) 






























































Dash (P&G) Places Year’s 
Contract for Platters on KNX 


bs 





Hollywood, May 27. Bulova, watch magnate. Elaborate 
Last week’s differential in all ceremonies, with city and state offi- 
: : ,. | Clals parttcipating, are planned for 
units was about as slim as a gnat’s the power hike. 
eyelash. No alarm, however, as it’s| WFIL: Procter & Gamble (Duz), 
the customary seasonal groove and rte teensy rani yoo 
‘ ; vertising; Stephano Bros. arve 
there ll bé no appreciable upsurge | cigaretfes), 26 spots, through Ait- 
until early autumn, | ken-Kynett; Herb Byrne (Hudson 
KNX claimed the biggest slice of | autos), six transcriptions weekly, 








national spot business, a year’s con- 
tract from Procter & Gamble (for 
Dash) for five quarter-hour tran- 
scriptions weekly. Time is addi- 
tional to six participations weekly 
in the Fletcher Wiley combination. 

KHJ: George Belsey Co., 39 quar- 
ter-hour periods, 
Miner; Personal Finance, 52 half- 
hour periods, through Anderson, 
Davis & Platte; The Rosicrucians, 13 
quarter-hour periods, through Rich- 
ard Jorgensen. 


KNX: Procter & Gamble (Dash), 
260 quarter-hour _ transcriptions, 
through Pedlar & Ryan; Cudahy 
Packing, 78 participations in Wiley 
combo, through Critchfield & Co.; 
Barker Bros. (furniture), 52 quarter- 
hour periods, through Marion Kyle; 
Paul J. Howard (nursery), 26 five- 
minute newscasts, through Hixson- 
O’Donnell. 


KFI: Forest Lawn Memorial Park, 
26 participations in Art Baker’s 
‘Notebook, through Dan Miner; 
Bank of America, 12 a*nouncements, 
through Charles Stuart; Hollywood 
Turf Club, 12 spots, through Milton 
Weinberg. 

KECA: Hollywood Turf Club, 14 
spots, throigh Milton Weinberg; 
Ford Dealer Advertising Fund, 78 
quarter-hour newscasts, through 
McCann-Erickson. 





| Comparative Unit Count | 


% of 
May 24. May 17. Change. 
Network .. 12,632 12,612 +0.2 
OS eee 8,728 8,741 —0.1 
Nat’] Spot... 1,537 1,482 +3.7 
NG sc5 00 22,897 22,835 +0.3 
(Included: KECA, KFI, KFWB, 
KHJ, KNX) 








WPEN POWER INCREASE 


Starts as 5,000-Watter June 16— 
Marvels on WFIL 


—_———_ 


Philadelphia, May 27. 
Radio has hit the summer dol- 
drums in Philly with very little 


activity reported. Only sign of life | 


appears- to be at WFIL, NBC Blue 


outlet, where a half dozen new con- 
tracts were placed in the files, main- 
ly in the spot announcement field. 
Arthur Simon, general manager of 
WPEN, announced that the station, 
now operating on 1,000 watts, will 
be upped to 5,000 beginning June 


16. The station is owned by Arde | 


through Dan | 


| placed direct; Beech-Nut gum, seven 
‘transcriptions weekly, 
Newell-Emmett; Carter Products 

(deodorant), 52 transcriptions, 
through Small & Seiffer, and Bid- 
| dle’s, Inc. (haberdashers), six five- 
|minute programs weekly, through 
Vernick’s agency. 

WIBG: American Mill Factors Co. 
(electric light bulbs), three 15-min- 
| ute musical programs weekly, placed 
| direct. 





| Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 





May 24. May 17. Change. | 


|Netwerk .. 9,290 9,285 +0.1 
Local ...... 13,016 13,257 —1.8 
| Nat’l Spot.. 4,002 3,989 +0.3 
|Wetal ...... 26,308 26,531 —0.8 
| (Included: KYW, WCAU, WDAS, 


WFIL, WIBG, WPEN) 


KCMO SPOTS RENEWED 
BY CARTER PRODUCTS 


Kansas City, May 27. 

Market situation for the week is 
| practically changeless, not only as 
(to totals but as to departments. 
While it hasn’t shown up this week, 
ithe summer trend is on the way as 
| managers report some warm weather 
| open spots will begin to appear on 
schedules from here on out. 
daylight hours is making it possible 
for WHB, which operates daytime 
only, to carry more commercial time, 
especially Mutual programs. 

| KCMO reports renewals by Carter 
Products Co. of five transcription 
l|announcements per week for 52 
weeks, and of Marmola for a series 
lof 500 announcements, both through 
| Spot Broadcasting. Cooper & 
| Cooper, Inc. (razor blades), has also 
ltaken a spot contract. Royalton 
‘Crown Pipes has signed for the 7 
‘am. news for 13 weeks, through 
Platte-Forbes. 


| Comparative Unit Count | 

















through! 


Longer | 


SIGNAL OIL ON KOL 








—Feen-A-Mint Renews | 


Seattle, May 27. 
Total business here went up) 
slightly, with national spots falling | 


. RADIO MARKETS 35 


conn srocomg teuva vows LMA Men’ Contact Prospects In 
NBC's Frisco Drive for Holdouts 





off. KOL had two fifteen-minute | 
news periods of Leland Stowe, sold ! —_ 
to Signal Oil, and also began John | Writ “e ancisco, May 27. 
Nesbitt’s ‘Passing Parade’ for Nes- riter-producers at KGO-KPO 
bitt’s Orange for an increase in net Who think they have a hot idea are 
units; also received renewal of cur- getting a chance to convince pros- 
rent _Feenamint show ‘Double or pective sponsors first-hand under a 
Nothing,’ which increased contract 3 ‘ 

new system being tried out by v.p. 


to 52 weeks. 
'Al Nelson. Effective at once, idea- 





| Comparative Unit Count 





(Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC) 


SEARS, ROEBUCK 
BLURB SERIES 
TO KMYR 








producers blaming salesmen, or 
salesmen wailing that they’re given 


with by this method,’ elucidates 
Ryan. ‘The writers not only get a 


better slant on the commercial hook 
| which sells a show to an agency or 
sponsor, but it is less disheartening 
to know the actual reason that an 
idea doesn’t click than to toss ’em 
into the hopper and wonder what 
happened.’ 
| Local NBC outlets also are making 
_a concerted drive on the early morn- 
Denver, May 27. ing air, following tests which indi- 
Frumess Jewelry’ signs with cate a surprising number 6f dawn 
KMYR for two five-minute news- dialers. 
casts daily for one year, while Presby on KGO’s Musical Clock -at 
Olinger Mortuaries goes for a quar- 6:30 a.m. to send photos of the hill- 
ter-hour weekly for one year on the billy glamour girl, ‘Rosie and Her 
same outlet. KLZ signs Southern Guitar,’ who does a couple of songs 
States Foods Co. for thirteen quar- once a week, brought something 
ter-hours, 13 to Wright & McGill, over 500 requests, forcing the sta- 
fishing tackle company, and KOA tion to make good. 
| signs a similar sale to Omar Flour. Starting this week, a hook is be- 
| KMYR: Cahn-Forster Electric Co., ing thrown 
through Max Goldberg agency, 300 period in the shape of free cards 
| announcements; Cottrell Clothing giving pronunciation and biog data 
|Co., through Robertson agency, 500 on names in the headlines. Early 
| spots; Frumess Jewelry Co., through response is good and will be used in 
| Robertson agency, two five-minute quest of a sponsor for that sector. 
| newscasts daily, one year; Kendrick- Also new this .week is the first 
| Bellamy, through Walter Eha, 26 daylight quiz, spotted on KGO at 
_spots; Merchants Biscuit Co.,through 7:15 a.m. and underwritten (during 
| Ball-Davidson, three time signals a test week) by Lambert Tire and 
|daily, three months; New Method Service Co., who have had a swap 
| Cleaners & Dyers, through Ted Levy shop in the same slot (dropped be- 








agency, 500 time signals; Olinger cause it conflicts with NBC policy). 
| Mortuaries, through MacGruder Breakfast quiz is Archie Presby’s 
agency, 52 quarter-hours; Sadler idea and is handled by him. Each 


Furniture Co., through MacGruder round consists of four questions, one 
agency, 500 spots; Sears, Roebuck, for each member of the family. If 
through Otto Shaw agency, 104 an- dad loses, he’s asked to buy the 
nouncements; Red Dot Oil Co., family a quart of ice cream; if 
through Raymond Keane agency, sonny misses, Presby tells him to 
four spots daily, one year. clean up the basement. Rounds are 
| KULZ: Southern States Foods Co., kept short and separate with com- 
| through Gandy agency, 13 quarter- mercials between. 
| hours; Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., Nelson also is going after a kid 
| through N. W. Ayer, eight announce- audience with a singing-lady story 
ments; Denver Dry Goods Co., four teller who gets a Saturday morning 
| announcements; KaRose Lodge, one ride starting next week. Femme, 
spot; Reader’s Digest Association, Alice Marino, is new to radio. 
| through BBD&O, nine spots; Wright KPO was successful in getting a 
& McGill, through MacGruder wire into Gump’s tonight (27) for an 
agency, 13 quarter-hours. invitational sesh of the American 
KOA: Omar Flour, through Hays- Institute of Architects, meeting on 


MacFarland, 13 quarter-hours; Rit the Coast for the first time in 30 
Products, through Earle lLudgin years. Larry Keating will interview 
agency, 11 announcements weekly, the bigwigs. Stunt is geared to im- 


13 weeks; Kendrick - Bellamy, press Gump’s swank store which was 


| through Walter Eha agency, three whittled down to radio by Art Link- 








| spots. letter and has just concluded its 
; ; first 13-week sponsorship on KSFO. 
| SS eS | Firm has indicated it wants to take 
% °f another crack at the ether in the 
May 24. May 17.Change. f2)] and everybody’s preening for 

Network 8,105 8,140 — 904 attention. 
| Local ...... 8,478 8,648 -- 2 With other stations gunning for 
Nat'l Spot.. 2,462 1,967 +25.1 KFRC’s desirable trade-deal with 
Total ...... 19,045 18,755 + 15 the California Retail Grocers’ and 
(Included: KFEL, KLZ, KMYR, Merchants’ Assn., which nets beau- 

| KOA, KVOD) 


coup magazine and store plugs, out- 
let has had to cook up a new air 
SILVER DUST ON WBBM show for the group, which kicked 
off from the Telenews theatre stu- 
Announcements Set by Lever Bros. dios last night (Monday). Ideaed by 
Chi Units Slow Pat Kelly of KFRC and Bert van 
ncaa Cleve of the food peddlers, new 
Chicago, May 27. stunter is called ‘Pop the Question,’ 
Tempo of radio time purchases re- with audience picking its prize-get- 
mains at a mild and meek pace. ters by hurling darts at balloons. 
About the only national business of Sales triumph for the week in the 
any consequence to hit the commer- Frisco area belongs to a plucky, 
cial managers’ desks is coming from grey-haired gal named Ann Holden 
the Lever Bros. firm which is out to whose listeners have no idea of the 
buy a flock of announcements for its cane she carries, Miss Holden ac- 
Silver Dust product. WBBM cor- cepted a challenge to test her abil- 
ralled this contract, which calls for a ity to sell canned chicken with two 
five-a-week time signal announce- one-minute participations weekly in 
ment schedule through the BBD&O her KGO Home Forum. The firm, 
agency. e Lynden Chicken Products Co., set 
WJJD came up with a full year’s her a goal of 20% sales increase in 
contract with the Chicago Motor Club 13 weeks. Tinned-bird sales jumped 
for a five-a-week 15-minute schedule, 39% and firm kept its promise to re- 
through Aubrey, Moore & Wallace. new. Sales now are up 100%. Pa- 














% of tive Unit Count cific National Advertising Agency in 

May 24. May 17. Change. | Comparative = Seattle handles the account. 
Network 7,210 7,210 vee % of KGO: Fisherman’s Grotto (res- 
: ~ 5,847 5,894 —0.8 May 24. May 17. Change. taurant), through Yeomans & Foote, 
wet Spot.. 7148 7,080 +1 Network 9475 9,505  —0.3 14 Wednesdays participations, Ann 
Total ...... 20,205 20,184 +0.1 Lecal ...... 6,611 6,633 —0.3 Holden's Home Forum; Lynden 
(Included: KCKN. KCMO, KITE, Nat'l Spot.. 11,426 11,444 —0.2 Chicken Products Co. (canned chick- 
KMBC, WDAF, WHB) Total ...... 27.512 27,582 —0.3 en), through Pacific National, two 





* No change. 


| (Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, spots weekly, 13 weeks, Ann Hold- 
WIND, WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) ,en’s Forum; Denalan Co, (dental 


men will accompany Bill Ryan’s 

May 24. May 17. Pol | salesmen during actual peddling of 

Network .. 7,305 7,295 °+0.1 Programs, to give them first-hand 
Local .../.. 6,578 6,543 +0.5 contact with commercial angles and 
Nat'l Spot.. 802 820 2.2 so they can see why their shows) 
Total ...... 14,685 14,658 +02 do or don’t sell. ‘The old idea of 


shows they can’t sell, is done away 


A kidding offer by Archie | 


into the Clock’s news, 


plate cleanser), through Rufus 
Rhoades, 26 spots. 
KPO: Great Northern Railway, 


through Bronson-West, four spots 
weekly, 12 weeks; Liberty magazine, 
through Erwin, Wasey, 13 weekly 
quarter-hours, Saturdays, news; 
Packard Motors, through Young & 
Rubicam, seven one-minute spots; 
Standard Beverages, through Emil 
Reinhardt, 52 Sunday evening spots. 


| Comparative Unit Count | 








% of 
May 24, May 17. Change. 
Network ., 9,480 9,450 +0.3 
ae ae 4,292 4,175 +238 
Nat’l Spot.. 1,341 1,304 +28 
ROME issss 15,113 14,929 +12 
(Included: KFRC, KGO, KJBS, 
KPO, KSFO) 





KABC REPORTS 
MAY TOPS ALL 


San Antonio, May 27. 

KABC reports that the month of 
May will go down as the most out- 
_ Standing month in the station’s his- 
‘tory. On five days throughout the 
month, time been all sold out. On 
Sunday (25), station will be on the 
air for 17 hours, and of this 16 
hours and 15 minutes have been sold 
solid. 

Eugene J. Roth, president and gen- 
eral manager of KONO, will go on 
a biz trip to Chicago and other in- 
dustrial centers following a _ short 
stay in St. Louis, where he attended 
the N.A.B. conclave and renewed old 
friendships. 

Units hold their own in all de- 
partments again this week as local 
politics swing into the home stretch, 
and several renewals are in for na- 
tional spot accounts. 

KONO: Milam Beauty Bath Salon, 
two announcements per day and a 
five-minute ‘program each Sunday; 
Calpini, 16 spot announcements in- 
crease for 10 days; J.C. Zimmerman, 
‘Your Typewriter Salesman,’ quar- 
ter-hour studio program each Sun- 
day; Fred Huefmeyer, the Florist, 
auarter-hour studio program each 
Thursday. 

WOAI: Travelers Building & Loan 
Association, through Bernard Brooks, 
one-minute e.t.’s, one per day for 
one year; Joske Photo Shop, through 
McCabe Agency, one announcement 
per week for one year; Goodyear 
Tire & Rubber Co., through N. W. 








Ayer, four chain-break announce- 
ments, May 22 to May 27; Antli- 
Maverick Ticket, one quarter-hour 
political; Gerald Mann, 21 quarter 


hours for the Senatorial race, Greater 
San Antonio Ticket, five quarter- 
hour programs; W. Lee O’Daniel, 11 
quarter hours for the Senatorial 
race; Dr. Dudley Jackson, two quar- 
ter-hour programs, political. 

KABC: Jordan Ivers Sport Flashes, 
10 per day; Fair Maid Bread (Fehr 
Baking Co.), through Pitluk, 10 spot 
announcements per day for one year; 
San Antonio Public Service Co., spe- 
cial remote broadcast of the Second 
Division Review for one and a half 
hours; two quarter-hour programs 
and 10 spot announcements by In- 
terstate Theatres for showing at the 
Majestic starting Saturday (24) ‘I 
Wanted Wings’; eight quarter hours 
for the Maverick ticket; for the Anti- 
Maverick ticket, 10 quarter hours 
and 50 spot announcements; on the 
baseball side of the ledger, San An- 
tonio Seven-Up Co., five games, and 
General Mills, makers of Wheaties, 
three games; the Teatro Nac'‘onal 
Hour reports the addition of the 
Karotkin Furniture store with six 
spot announcements daily for one 
year; Dragon Bottling Co., six spot 
announcements daily for one year; 
Spector Bros. Store, one quarter- 
hour program per week; La Estrella 
Department Store, one quarter-hour 
per week; Tru Value Shop, six an- 
nouncements weekly; San Pedro 
Laboratories, one quarter-hour pro- 
gram per week for five years. 








| Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 
May 24. May 17. Change. 
Network 6,885 5,423 +27 
Lecal ...'... 10,512 10,373 +13 
Nat'l Spot.. 5,252 2,285 +1298 
Total ...... 22,649 18,081 +253 
'AIncluded: KABC, KMAC, KONO, 


KTSA, WOAI) 
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Adam Hat Stores Renews ‘Hour Of 
Champions on WHN for 6th Year 





Adam Hat Stores, 
Mewed its WHN ‘Hour 
ions’ for the sixth year starting 
piss 25. Sam Taub handles the full- 
ur broadcast each Sunday. 

North American Accident Insur- 
ance, Mohawk Bedding and Peter 
Paul candy have signatured extend- 
ed contracts for Alois Havrilla’s UP 
news periods on WOR. Reader's 
Digest, erstwhile non-advertiser, is 
following up its experimental plunge 
into the airwaves with a two-week 
campaign on the same station. 

WQXR received this week its sec- 
ond major contract from the Gen- 
eral Foods Corporation. Represent- 
ing one of the largest blocs of time 
ever bought on a non-network sta- 
tion by this sponsor, the “v con- 
tract calls for Maxwell House cof- 
fee’s sponsorship of WQXR’s half- 
hour ‘Dinner Concerts’ six days 
weekly beginning September 1. 
General Foods also sponsors WQXR’s 
Wednesday ‘Symphony Hall’ pro- 
gram, broadcast from 8 to 9 p.m., 
for Sanka coffee. 

WHN: Adam Hat stores, 52-week’ 
renewal, ‘Heur of Champions,’ broad- 


Inc., has re- 
of Cham- 








Not U. S. Rubber 


United States Rubber Co. is 
not sponsoring the transcribed 
series, ‘Transcontinental Tour,’ 
over WWRL, N. Y., Sundays, it 
was stated by a U. S. Rubber Co. 
advertising offical yesterday 
(Tuesday). The underwriting, he 
said, was being done exclusively 
by one of the company’s Ja- 
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| DETROIT LOCAL GAINS 


Figure Close to Plus 7%—Web Still 
Off 





. 
Detroit, May 27. 
Following several weeks of de- 
cline, local business perked up here 
to give Detroit a healthier position. 
Considerable of the gains were hung 
up by the smaller stations, although 


the improvement was shared quite | 


generally with most stations getting 
at least a portion. 

Network continued to fall awa 
but the recession wasn’t considere 


| 
| 


as bad as the normal seasonal trend | Nat'l Spot.. 


usually is. Following up last week’s 
gain of close to 5%, national spot did 
a little better than just hold its own. 

However, most cheering to the 
sales staffs was the close to 7% gain 
in the local field. 


| Comparative Unit Count 


| 








% of 
May 24. May 17. Change. 
Network 8,402 8,630 —2.6 
Local ...... 13,394 12,544 +6.7 
Nat’l Spot.. 4,882 4,859 +0.5 
(ere 26,678 26,033 +2.5 
(Included: CKLW, WJBK, WJLB, 


eWJR, WWJ, WXYZ) 





Socony-Vacuum Buys 
Quarter-Hour News 
Stanzas on KSO 


Des Moines, May 27. 











maica, N. Y., dealers. 

Dise series, which takes the 
listener on a round of the coun- 
try’s historic shrines, uses Hal 
Ayres as narrator. 7 





Guan 





cest Sundays, 1 to 2 p.m., through 
Glicksman Adv.; National Inherit- 
ance Co., through Miller Advertis- 
ing, renewal of station-break an- 
nouncement contract; Paramount 
Pictures (‘I Wanted Wings’), through 
Buchanan & Co.; the publication 
PM, through Harry A. Berk, re- 
newal of contract for participating 
announcements; Metropolitan - Hud- 
son Motor Dealers, through Brenal- 
len Co., renewal of contract for par- 
ticipating announcements. 

WMCA: Toffenetti Restaurant, 
through C. Wendell Muench, 26- 
week contract, 7 one-quarter hour 
shows weekly, starting June 1; 
Christian Science Radio Committee 
of Greater New York, direct, re- 
Trewal for 52 weeks of remote ser- 
vices afid lectures, three and one- 
half hours monthly, starting July 6; 
Young People’s Church of the Air, 
renewal for 20 weeks, one -hour 
weekly, beginning June 1. 

WOR: North American Accident 
Insurance, through Franklin Bruck, 
42-week contract, three times week- 
ly, five-minute United Press News 
program by Alois Havrilla; Mohawk 
Bedding, through Schwimmer & 
Scott, 52-week contract, 3 one-quar- 
ter hours weekly, Associated Press 
News by Alois Havrilla; Peter Paul, 
through Platt-Forbes, 52-week con- 
tract, 3 five-minute programs week- 
ly, Associated Press News by Alois 
Havrilla; Davega City Radio, Inc., 
through Publishers Service Co., 2 
one-half hour programs; Sussex 
County Boosters Conference, through 
United Service, seven-week contract, 
participation, one-quarter hour pro- 
gram, three times weekly; the pub- 
lication, PM, through Harry A. Berk, 


participation, ‘Ed Fitzgerald Pro- 
gram,’ four times; John Go!'den 
(‘Claudia’), through Blaine-Thomp- 
son, participation, ‘Ed Fitzgerald 


Program,’ three times; Phillips Co., 
through Aitkin-Kynett, renewal, 13- 
week contract, three station breaks 
weekly; Reader’s Digest Association, 
through BBD&O, two-week contract, 
6 one-minute ETs weekly; Ken Labs., 
2 one-minute announcements. 
WQXR: General Foods (Maxwell 
House Coffee), through Benton & 
‘Bowles, 6 one-haif hour ET pro- 
grams weekly, beginning Sept. 1, 
‘Dinner Concerts’; Andrew Jergens, 
through Lennen & Mitchell, renewal 
for 13 weeks, 7 one-hour programs 
weekly, ‘Just Music,’ starting June 1. 





‘Pappy’ Cheshire, maestro of 
KMOX’s St. Louis hillbilly galaxy, 
in Chicago huddling with execs of 
Republic Pictures on forthcoming 
flicker. It will be Cheshire’s sec- 
ond. 


Unit changes here were too small 
to change the general picture to any 
extent. Local biz made the best 
‘showing, coming up from minus 3% 
to plus 0.2%, but national spot 
knocked off several points on the 
ride down. 

KRNT: Sentinel Insurance Co., an- 
nouncements, direct; Iowa Dairy 
Industries Commission, Iowa Uni- 


versity football, direct; Associated 
Serum Producers, 60-word  an- 
nouncements, Federal Adv. agency; 


The Rolscreen Co. (Pella Tulip Time 
broadcast), direct; Kelvinator Co., | 
one-minute transcription, through 
Geyer Cornell & Newell; Chrysler 
Corp. (Plymouth), one-minute an- 
nouncements, through J. Stirling 
Getchell; Wrigley’s spearmint gum, 
chain break announcements, through 
Vanderbie & Rubens; Packard 
Motors, one-minute transcription, 
through Young & Rubicam; United 
Drug Co., quarter-hour programs, 
through Street & Finney; Chicago, 
Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad, one- 
minute announcements, through 
Roche, Williams 
Chocolate Products Co., 60-word an- 
nouncements, through McCord 
agency; Pepsodent Co., chain break 
and one-minute announcements, 
through Lord & Thomas. 

KSO: Geppert Studios, 60-word 
announcements, through Cary-Ains- 


worth; Socony Vacuum Oil Co., 
quarter - hour news _ programs, 
through J. Stirling Getchell; Nu- 


Way Mfg. Co., five-minute programs, 
through Paul Grant; Carey Salt, 
participation on Helen Watts Schrei- 
ber program, through McJunkin 
agency; Chicago, Milwaukee & St. 
Paul Railroad, one-minute transcrip- 
tions, through Roche, Williams & 
Cunnynham; Golden Glint shampoo, 
one-minute announcements, direct; 
Pepsodent Co., chain breaks and 
one-minute announcement, through 
Lord & Thomas; Waltham Pens, five- 
minute programs, through United 
Advertising; Crescent Macaroni, 
quarter-hour programs, through Bat- 
tenfield agency; Fulton Packing Co., 
participation, Helen Watts Schreiber 
program, renewal, direct. 


| through 


& Cunnynham; | 


WHO: Beech-Nut Packing Co., 95 | 


announcements, through Newell-Em- 
mett; Garden City Publishing Co., 
five-minute e.t. programs, through 
Huber Hoge & Sons; Hutchinson 
Meadow Gold Co., 39 periods of 15 
minutes each, through Wallace 
agency; United Drug Co. (Rexall), 
three periods, 15 minutes each, by 
e.t., through Spot Broadcasting; Berd 
Products Co., 33 announcements of 
65 words each, through Rogers & 
Smith; Flex-O-Glags, 13 periods of 
15 minutes each, ‘Iowa Barn Dance,’ 


through Presba, Fellers & Presba; | 


Mohawk Bedding Co., 15-minute 
e.t. program, through Schwimmer & 
Scott; American Chicle Co., 132 an- 
nouncements of one-minute each, 
through Badger & Browning; Lever 
Bros., 130 periods of 15 minutes each, 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan; Hartz 
‘Mountain Products Co., 26 periods of | 


15 minutes each, through Geo. H. 
Hartman agency; Sabara Coal Co., 
26 announcements of 30 words each, 
through Campbell & Reynolds; Chr, 
Hansen’s Laboratory, 26 announce- 
ments of one minute each, through 
Mitchell-Faust; Consolidated Prod- 
ucts Co., 39 periods of 30 minutes 
each, ‘Iowa Barn Dance Frolic,’ 
Mace Adv.; Moews-Lowe 
Seed Co., 78 announcements of 200 
words each, through Triangle Adv.; 
B. F. Goodrich Co., 26 announce- 
ments of one-minute each, direct; 
A. A. Schneiderhahn Co., 36 an- 
nouncements of 20 words each, di- 
rect; Fenn Bros., 130 announcements 
of 65 words each, through BBD&O; 
P & G, 178 periods of 15 minutes 
each, through Compton Adver 
Comparative Unit Count | 











| May 24. May 17. Change. 

y, Network 7,621 7,707 —I.l 
d |Lecal ..... . 3,347 $3,341 +02 
3,226 8219 +02) 

Total ...... 14,194 14,267 ~—05 


(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 





MAY OIL BURNER 


SPOTTED ON 3 
IN BALTO 


Baltimore, May 27. 
May Oi! Burner Corp. bought all 
around this week which, adged to 





/major renewals, bolstered local and 
‘national spot count against summer- 


time slump. Some ground lost in all 
classifications, but outlook generally 
bullish based on biz in the making. 

WCAO: General Foods, through 
Benton & Bowles, for Diamond Crys- 
tal Salt, four daytime spots a week; 


Goodyear Tires, through N. W. Ayer, | 


three p.m. spots a week; May Oil 
Burner Corp., via S. A. Levyne, 42 
early morning clock announcements; 


Esskay (meat products), through 
VanSant, Dugdale, renewed 364 p.m. 
spots; Johnson Bros. (radios), via 


Harry J. Patz, 26 daytime spots; Rev. 
I. Marshall Page, six 10-minute air- 
ings; Chesapeake Carpet Cleaners, 
through Paul Brown, five a.m. an- 
nouncements; Wonder Clothes, 


through Jos. Katz, 54 p.m. spots. 


WBAL: Maryland Welding Insti- 
tute, through Leon Golnick, 101 75- 
word spots; Burke Savage Tire Co., 
through Golnick, 48 35-word spots; 
Ball Bros. (jars and rubber caps), 
through International Radio, 39 an- 
nouncements; Marlin Firearms Co., 
through Craven & Hedrick, 65 one- 
minute spots; Conoco Oil, through 
Tracy-Locke-Dawson, 26 one-minute 
announcements; May Oil Burner 
Corp., through S. A. Levyne, 26 
spots; Wilson Line, through David 
Lampe, five spots; Chesapeake & Po- 
tomac Telephone Co., six spots. 

WCBM: National Brewing Co., 
through D. Stuart Webb, 13 half- 
hours of recorded semi-classic mu- 
sic. 

WFBR: Macfadden 
(True Story), through Arthur Kud- 
ner, eight spots; Goodyear Tires, 
through N. W. Ayer, three an- 
nouncements a week; Free State 
Brewery through Harry J. Patz, 12 
five-minute programs; D.S.&D. Mo- 


tors, via Leon Golnick, 96 announce- | 


ments; Court of Common Pleas, 
through Yale Merrill, four spots; 
Hand Printers, Inc., through Harry 
J. Kaufman, 117 spots; May Oil 
Burner Corp., through S. A. Levyne, 
42 announcements. 





| Comparative Unit Count | | 





% of 
May 24. May 17. Change. 
Network 8,366 8,490 —1.5 
| er 4,980 4,659 +6.9 
Nat’] Spot.. 1,869 2,181 —14.3 
TOUR... circa 15,215 15,330 —0.8 
(Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, 
WFBR) 





Willys Buying Spots 





Willys Overland is buying spot an- 
nouncements in various batches, but 


in any event they are to be run off | 


witgin 30 days. 
United Advertising Corp. 
agency. - 


is the 





ADD: JUNIOR EINSTEINS 
~ Seattle, May 27. 
Ben Tipp, jeweler, has bought the 
weekly ‘Junior Brain  Trusters’ 
quizzer over KIRO. Airing Fridays 
9:15-9:45 p.m., the show uses five 
Seattle high school kids, chosen for 
their intelligence and knowledge. 
The two making highest scores 
held over for a week. 


tising. | 


% of | 


Publications | 


| PEPE EEEEEEFESEEEFEEEFEEEFEEEFEEEEEEEEEE EFOSC y 


; Active National Accounts 


SESS PPOPOFesseeeesosesons 





| 
| ACCOUNT 


TIME 

AGENCY PURCHASES 

|American Chicle Co. .......+.++++++++++»Badger & Williams ....5-Mins, 

Armand Co. (Brisk shave cream) ....... Russel M. Seeds Announcements 

Atlas Brewing ....... none bebe bekene se 4aes Arthur Meyerhoff 

. Announcements 

amt Bren, (iruit Fare) ..0sesacae ee er Applegate Adv. Announcements 

HOME BEOPOS oo oi secre caceseccsaccceenes 40 PQTE“BOBOW onc ccvesds % Hours 
Bosco (milk amplifier) .........+.6. e+e+»Kenyon & Eckhardt 


Participations 
Brown & Williamson Tobacco Corp.......Russel M. Seeds..Chain Breaks 





Clicquot Club (Sec gingerale) ........... N. W. Ayer Announcements, 
Participationg 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet .................. Ward Wheelock. .Station Breaks 
|Cern Products Refining.................. C. L. Miller «..Announcements 
‘Corn Products Refining ................. ers | ere Time Signals 
SG MED "Sb ca chy 6 o'0.ve o Madness bees Young & Rubicam 
Announcements 
eee eer ree H. M. Kiesewetter 
Announcements 
ee oe cle gli nls agence dG cuca seaees Atherton & Currier..... 5-Mins 
Be ln Wee, TAM.. CIBRAIVO) ioc ccc cece cceses Atherton & Currier ....5-Mins, 
SS FS rae ree eee ee re ... Joseph Katz ...Announcements 
Ee OD ee csc capes ee tieks kaeee Milton Weinberg ..... 4 Hours 
, General Foods (Diamond Crystal Salt)... Benton & Bowles.Time Signals 
A os corks staked wee Ohio Ow O9 Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
12 Hours 
General Mills (Wheaties) ............... Westco Adv. ..Baseball Games 
i EE os Samss shah oy kee kb a eee tee eee Botsford, Constantine & 
CPOCUOD bo sseadxas ies 5-Mins 
Gruen Watch Co. Pereereree rye Core McCann-Erickson Time Signals 
Cre Se THOME GPRS? books cba ccevbivnds Young & Rubicam ....% Hours 
Chr. Hansen’s Lab. (Junket Freezing Mix) Mitchell-Faust .Announcements 
Participations 
‘Chr. Hansen’s Lab. (Junket dessert)...... Mitchell-Faust ...Participations 
PEO GE: SN 54s bio onedesa ee sevee baneas O’Dea, Sheldon & Canaday 
. Announcements 
en. SEND i, Spcicad sec nade eee BEeORO .ocicess Announcements 
Household Finance Co. ..............+0.. BEDGO ...0i.. Announcements 


Industrial Federal Savings & Loan....... McCann-Erickson 
10 Mins., 4% Hours 


Kelvinator Corp. (refrigerators) ......... Geyer, Cornell & Newell 
% Hours 
Lehn & Fink (Hinds Honey & Almond 
a ee eet ere eee eh Oe ee Wm. Esty ...... Announcements 
Lever Bros. (Silver Dust) »........... ree eri See 1%, Hours 


Macfadden Pubs. (Liberty Magazine) 
Manhattan Soap Co. 


Erwin, Wasey ..Announcements 
Franklin Bruck ..Participations 


Marlin Firearms (razor blades) ....: *....Craven & Hedrick 
Announcements 

ee rrr rare re Al Paul Lefton Station Breaks 

errr errr Bowman, Deute & Cummings 


Announcements 

Moxie Co. (soft drinks) Alley & Richards......5-Mins. 

Noxsema Chemical Co. ......ccccccscsecs Ruthrauff & Ryan....4% Hours. 
Old English floor wax J. Walter Thompson 

Participations 


ets ots cc wats pWalk banwe es Young & Rubicam 
Announcements 
Wa Ge SOG, hades ov be che eeedeacen cen Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
Announcements 
Peter - WOU BOG, (CONG) 6 cccciccgccs tess Platt-Forbes ...... 5-Min. News 
Peter Paul, Inc. (Mounds) .............. Platt-Forbes ......... -% Hours 
Peter Paui, Inc. (Walnettos) ............. Platt-Forbes ...Announcements 
Penick & Ford (My-T-Fine desserts) ....BBD&O ....... Announcements 
Dr. Pepper Bottling Co. .............ee00% Benton & Bowles ....% Hours 
TM A's. 5 5 4 6 4cda es 04 09% CEASE RAO Lake-Spiro-Shurman 
Announcements 
R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co............... Wm. Esty ...... Announcements 
NE args sda ah NEA aloes Ad 4h Earl Ludgin....Announcements 
I IS ras Poa k edb Gis de ooh ah Okan John C. Dowd..Announcements 
Seiberling Rubber (tires) ................ Meldrum & Fewsmith % Hours 
UNS SUE Ge 06 Fis Lec ceweT eva cet h oo ceees Barton A. Stebbins....% Hours 


Sprague, Warner (Richelieu food 
DES hag hi 8 ee Cuchi eds been xessawer Newby, Peron & Flitcraft 


Announcements 
BUMOO BOOUMNOE kc cdicccseeces oscsswees Stack-Goble ..... Participations 
rr atop acs ce Vis kheelnaes sournt Young & Rubicam.5-Min. News 
Ward Baking (Tip Top Bread) ........... Sherman K. Ellis 
Announcements 
Washington State Apple Growers......... J. Walter Thompson 
° Announcements 
Washington State Apple Growers......... J. Walter Thompson 
Time Signals 
Webster-Eisenlohr (cigars) ..........se08 Roberts & Reimers 
Announcements 
UNUM TAINO ais bcs hots ewe eas enes TT. W. Bastar 0 ccis % Hours 
Wee EM TOME) svcivcecvescvvceeeee H. W. Kastor ..Announcements 
Ce SUNOS is Disc cence veedeioos coe Vanderbie & Rubens 
| Announcements 





DEPARTMENT STORES BUYING RADIO 
TIME LAST WEEK 











STORE CITY TIME PURCHASES 
Breuner’s Dept. Store .............c0cees SORINORG <cdccebares¥ ose % Hours 
| City of Paris Dept. Store ..............4. San Francisco ......... 5-Mins. 
PR ee err eee eee er Participations 
| Hecht Bros. Dept. Store...........ssscece Baltimore ......Announcements 
Ce a, eee ete eee $00 60.00: 865.00 ke San Antonio ..Announcements 
Keith O’Brien Dept. Store .............. Salt Lake City Announcements 
White House Dept. Store .............. oo Batt BLONCisCO 2.66600 Y Hours 





Devil’s Food Sandwich, 
Wine Loaf Cake Use Air 


Ward Baking is putting on a con- 
'centrated spot campaign in behalf 
of its Devil’s Food Sandwich and 
Wine Loaf Cake brands. It’s buy- 
ing 90 chainbreaks to be run off at 
the rate of six a day within 30 days. 

Sherman K. Ellis is the agency. 


TEST SWAMP ROOT 
ON KFBK, SACRAMENTO 


Sterling Products, which recently 
bought the proprietory medicine, 
Swamp Root, is testing the product 
in early morning periods with farm 
audience the main target of appeal. 
Initial buy was six quarter hours a 
week on KFBK, Sacramento. 

Blackett - Sample - Hummert, New 
York, is the agency. 








St. Louis.—Arthur T. Jones, pro- 
gram and publicity director of WEW 
| here, has. resigned. 
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| Swing or Sweet, Both B. 0. 


Swing music and sweet music seem to be alternating places this 
spring. Results of the ‘experiment’ with Sammy Kaye's sweet outfit 
at Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., jive spot, gave 
Kaye new records. For the four-week stretch completed Sunday (25) 
the outfit set attendance and gross marks, topping figures originally 
| established by Glenn Miller, Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey, the three 
most powerful swing groups. 

In only one instance did Kaye beat a former weekend record, that 


VARIETY 


ORCHESTRAS 37 
DUCHIN PROXIMITY EXCITES 
B. A. Talks of Getting U. S. Band 


wis case vs now NDU'S Exclusive’ Rule Eases It From 
comma 2s se ses Sundry Spots; CBS, MBS Don't Care 

















Duchin and his band fly to Rio de 
Janeiro for an eight-week date at 
the Casino Copacabana has started | 
| talk here about possibility of bring- | 
|ing unit to Buenos Aires afterward. | 





NBC's rule that it must have an 
exclusive on any spot from which it 
picks up dance band remotes can- 





Cocoanut-Shaped | 





Even network microphones at 


for the past Friday and Saturday 
strong over the four weeks. Band 


(23-24). His business was evenly 
bookers were intensely interested 


in the date, one of its results being that Kaye was offered a stretch 
at the Palladium, Hollywood, which has used only one sweet band so 


far—Kay Kyser’s. 


In contrast to sweet music’s invasion of Meadowbroow is the acci- 


dental change from sweet to swing 


made by the Log Cabin, Armonk, 


N. Y. Latter spot has always been a sweet band harbor, using such 


groups as Herbie Holmes’, Ray Herbeck, etc., in the past. 


When the 


present Gray Gordon band was bought to replace Holmes recently, the 
Cabin’s management was under the impression that it would be con- 
tinuing to present the quiet rhythms for which the place had become 


known. 


But what the operators didn’t know, and apparently were never 
told, was that Gordon’s band had changed from its exclusively sweet 


‘Tick Tock Rhythm’ to a hot band 


style. Night Gordon opened, the 


Cabin’s management almost became hospital cases when it found that 


what had been bought as a sweet 
It wanted Gordon’s run to end the 


band was actually a swing band. 
night he opened, but in less than 


a week changed its mind with improved business. 


Now the spot apparently intends 


remaining in the jive groove be- 


cause the bands that have been mentioned as possible successors to 


Gordon are all swing outfits. 








Williams College Music Tastes 
Not Same as Rest of Country 











Williamstown, Mass., May 20. | TED STEELE MUSICAL BIOG 


Definite difference between na- 
tional and collegiate musical pref- | 
erences is seen by Bob Hinman, mu- 
sic ‘expert’ of WMS here, Williams 
College’s intra-campus radio ‘net- 
work.’ Hinman, a sophomore, runs 
the Williamstown Hit Parade, cam- 
pus counterpart of the Lucky Strike 
show. 


‘In making a careful check week- 
ly of record sales, jukebox plugs 
and personal requests in order to 
pick the most popular tunes,’ Hin- 
man declared, ‘I find considerable 
variation in campus popularity of 
songs from that in the nation as a 
whole. 


‘The ballads that sweep the na- | 
tion rate only fair at Williams, while 
the strictly pop tunes, such as ‘Prac- 
tice Makes Perfect’ and “The Wise 
Old Owl,’ make no headway at all 
on our local preference list. Rhythm 
songs, such as ‘Oh Look at Me | 





| 
| 


} 


Now, are the type that. at- 
tain great popularity on the campus. | 


‘I have also noticed that hit songs | 
reach popularity quicker locally | 
than they do nationally. A success- | 
ful hit takes only three weeks from | 
the time it was first recorded to 
make our hit parade. In the case | 
of Lucky Strike’s ‘Hit Parade,’ the 
Same song will take three to four 
weeks longer to make its first ap- 
pearance. Once on our ‘Parade,’ a 
hit usually lasts eight to 10 weeks. 
On the national survey it will last 
10 to 15 weeks, and with such tunes 
as ‘Perfidia’ and ‘There I Go’ even 
longer. These two factors tend to 
put Lucky’s show some five to six 
weeks behind ours. Also, we have 
the advantage of being able to play 
ASCAP music.’ 


Despite lack of plugs (until the 
Mutual breakaway) of ASCAP tunes 
On big national shows, Hinman 
pointed out, a number of the So- 
ciety’s songs have achieved and 
held popularity on the WMS ‘Pa- 
rade.’ ‘Dolores’ lasted 10 weeks and, 
more recently, ‘I Understand’ cele- 
brated its second consecutive week 
in first place and its seventh on the 
show. Other ASCAP tunes which 
managed to break through this sea- 
son were ‘Memory of a Rose,’ ‘Be- 
witched’ and ‘It’s Always You.’ 

‘Another thing I’ve noticed in con- 
ducting my local song survey,’ Hin- 
man said, ‘are the great possibilities 
of ‘plugging’ a tune to popularity. 

have an arrangement with the 
local jukebox operator whereby he 
places any tune I want in his ma- 
chines and at the end of the week 
gives me the number of times each , 
song has been played. 

‘I was particularly interested in | 
an experiment of taking ‘Lullaby | 
Lane,’ which I predicted on Feb. 3 | 
would rise to the top, and placing 
it in all jukeboxes, locating it in| 
record players of various social | 
groups and doing a little vocalizing 
on it myself. In this way I man- 
aged to get it into ‘Hit Parade’ 
brackets for eight weeks. More re-| 
cently I’ve experimentally exploited | 





‘Boy Meets Band’ Has Continuity 
About the Personnel 





NBC will begin a new program 
June 7 built around the life of its 
Ted Steele and the didoes of his mu- 
sicians. Titled ‘Boy Meets Band,’ 
the thing will be a weekly serial 
actually based on events in the lives 
of Steele and his men. 
a half-hour show airing at 8 p.m. 
on the Red. 

Welbourne Kelly is writing the 
script. 


Oldtime Dances 
Click Big In 


NW Jukeboxes 


Coin machines in the Minnesota 
region are so hungry for recorded 








| versions of polkas and schottisches, 


which they don’t get enough of 
through regular record channels, 
that Harvey Goldstein, owner of a 
music shop in Minneapolis, was in 


New York recently to arrange to | 


have pressings made from masters he 
will supply. Goldstein expects to 
record local Minnesota bands play- 
ing the various numbers most de- 
manded in his territory, ship the 
masters east and distribute the re- 
sultant pressings among Minnesota 
machine operators. Says that about 
5,000 copies of every tune cut can 
be disposed of, making the idea 
workable from a financial standpoint 
inasmuch as cost of bands, arrange- 
ments, etc. won't be high with 
local outfits doing the recording. 
Too, the bands will be ones known 
in that area. 

Reason for the specially made 
records, according to Goldstein, is 
that various standard record labels 
don’t turn out sufficient quantities of 
the style of music the Northwest de- 
mands and the few cuttings that are 
occasionally distributed are not 
properly played. Says that when it 
comes to polkas, etc., Minnesota 
farmers would take any one of the 
local outfits in preference to a name 
band. Which seems to stack up with 
the huge sale of ‘Beer Barre] Polka’ 
of a couple years ago. Will Glahe’s 
European band outsold any Ameri- 
can version of the number. 


10,000 at Dinner-Dance 


Buffalo, May 27. 
WBEN’s staff band of 14 is being 
expanded to 25 under Bob Arm- 
strong to take date at Curtiss air- 
plane workers shindig June 7, billed 
as the ‘nation’s largest dinner dance.’ 
Affair will attract some 10,000 per- 











|Prior unwillingness of U. S. name 
| bands to fly (the B. A.-Rio air trip 
|takes eight hours; the boat journey 


| five days) has previously kept show- | 


| 


| possibility. 
\in Rio and a major part of the ex- 
| penses already paid, they feel it may 
.be possible to bring him here for 
a short stay. 

Duchin’s dansapation is 
known on short wave and discs 


Columbia Piant Strike On 


well 





i'men here from even considering | 
However, with Duchin | 





Coast Is Settled; Wage 
Demands | 


Hollywood, May 27. 
The-seven-weeks-old strike at Co-, 
lumbia Recording Corp. ended yes- 
terday (Mon.). Members of the 
United Electrical Radio Machine 


Workers of America returned to 








It will be | 





‘The Things I Love,’ which last week sons and will take over municipal 
jumped to No. 2 position.’ |aud for the event. 


their jobs when the company inked 


a contract calling for a minimum 
wage scale of 65c per hour. The 
salary increases will range from 
two to 15c per hour in the various 
classifications. 


Agreement provides for a five-day, 
40-hour week. Time and a half will 
be paid for Saturday morning,’ 
double time for Saturday afternoon, | 
and triple time for holidays. The 
workers will receive pay for six 
holidays, will draw five days injury 
pay (waiting time for workmen’s 
compensation), and get one week’s 
vacation. 


Union agrees not to call a strike 
unless the company violates its con- 
tract. New improved grievance ma- 
chinery provides that either party 
can call for arbitration, with a de- 
| cision guaranteed in nine days. The 
union is guaranteed 48 hours notice 
before dismissal of any employee. 
The principle of plant-wide senior- 
ity is maintained, with a modifica- 
tion applying to certain classifica- 
tions of skilled workers enabling the 
company to move them from one 
department to another. 


The union negotiations were han- | 
dled by William B. Elconin, inter- 
national representative of Congress 
of Industrial Organization, and a/| 
committee composed of Robert Ken- | 
nedy, Mat Vidaver, Robert Green, | 
William Pope, Ray Willeford. At- 
torney Homer I. Mitchell and Gen- 
eral Manager Paul Crowley acted 
for the company. The settlement 
was arranged through Edward Fitz- 
gerald, U.S. labor conciliator. 











Manie Sachs to Coast 


Manie Sachs, head of Columbia | 
Records’ New York office, leaves for 
Coast about June 1. He'll be on a 
talent hunt for bands and singers. 

Junket will be for several weeks. 


ford, plays Sunday (1). 


Monte Proser’s Dance Carnival 
in Madison Square Garden, New 
York, will conform with the 
tropical atmosphere. When the 
spot opens Friday (30) bands of 
Benny Goodman, Larry Clinton 
and Charlie Barnet will play into 
mikes built in the form of cocoa- 
nuts. They were designed by 
WOR engineers. 

Mutual will devote three hours 
of remote time to bands at the 
Garden the first two nights (30- 
31). Three bands will each get 
a half hour of time both eve- 
nings. In addition WOR’s special 
events man Dave Driscoll is to 
do a special quarter hour inter- 
view with workmen readying the 
place for opening. It airs to- 
night (Wednesday) at 11:15 p.m. 








Plead 10%, Tax 


Not Be Levied 
On Instruments 


National Music Council, which is | 
composed of many organizations of 
cultural and’ commercial interest in 
the field of music, has petitioned 


President Roosevelt, Secretary of the | 
Treasury Henry Morgenthau, Jr., and 





|Congress not to include a 10% tax 
'on musical instruments as has been 


proposed for new tax legislation by 
the treasury department. 

The petition argues that not only 
is music a ‘most important factor in 
the preserving of morale in national 
defense but that musical instruments 
now form one of the most important | 
tools in the public school system and 
higher institutions of learnings and 
should not be subject to tax any more 
than books, maps, laboratory equip- 
ment and other essentials to educa- | 


tion.’ 





City-Run Beach Opens 
Season With T. Dorsey 


Bridgeport, May 27. 
Pleasure Beach, city-run amuse- 
ment park, tees off dance season 
Sunday (1) with Tommy Dorsey and 
has MCA attractions set through 
July 6. Dorsey, coming out of Hotel 
Astor, N. Y., for one-nighter, will be 


| sold at $1.10 per. 


Coming up after opener are Mc- 
Farland Twins (8), Bob Chester 
(15), Tommy Tucker (22), Frankie | 
Masters (29) and Sammy Kaye, | 
July 6. | 

Ritz Ballroom, Bridgeport fall and 
winter mecca, is ready to button 
up after successful season. Kra- 
kowska orchestra of WTIC, Hart- 





Band Financiers’ That Put Up No Cash 


Petrillo Proposal Starts Some Talk About Owners 
Who Trade Long Dates for Part of Band 


Band bookers, managers and lead- , 
ers are not in accord in their re- 
actions to the report that James C. 
Petrillo, head of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians, expects to in- 
troduce legislation at the forthcom- | 
ing AFM convention that will curb 
the activities of band financiers. 
Most, however, are for it figuring 
| that any rule to that effect will be 


| good for the business in that it will | 
| gambling with their regular clientele. 


‘tend to keep certain elements in 
line. Dissenters, of course, are most- 
ly those whom the rule will be aimed 
at. 

Most bandmen say, however, that 
such a rule will not be completely 
effective if it isn’t designed to en- 
compass in some manner the in- 
vestor who doesn’t actually put up 
cash, but takes a financia) interest 
in a band in another way, They re- 


fer to owners of advantageously 


'placed roadhouses, ballrooms, some | 


lan 


of whom are not averse to accepting 
interest in a band merely for 
granting a long stay at their spot, 
with the all-important network wire 


|counted on to boost the popularity 
|of the property. 


It’s pretty much of an open secret 


| that some places within and on the 
| fringes of New York operate in that 
/manner. True, they give an up and 
| coming band an opportunity to make 


something of itself, at the same time 


But that’s the only chance they take 


_and if the band clicks they stand to | 
| collect heavily for investing nothing 
| but working time which would have 


had to been filled anyway. AFM 
and its locals frown upon such prac- 


tices as ‘unfair competition’ and also 
‘have another regulation which _ is 
| supposed to forbid a spot. owner 
\from participating in an orchestra. 
| Nobody is supposed to have a finger 


in both ends. 


' carries, 


celled a scheduled series of pickups 
from the Astor hotel, New York, last 
week and is to erase a wire it now 
has at Glen Island Casino, New Ro- 
chelle, N. Y. NBC’s Blue was set to 
pick up Tommy Dorsey’s band from 
the Astor Roof, and after installing 
the line and having everything in 
readiness the night before Dorsey 
opened, the line was cancelled be- 
cause arrangements had also been 
made with WOR-Mutuai for pickups. 

NBC’s Red net now goes into Glen 
Island to Charlie Spivak’s band, but 
after Sunday (1) it will be replaced 
| by Mutual and CBS. There is no 
confliction between the latter two 
nets in coverage, but there is be- 
tween Mutual and the NBC-Blue. 
Some of the independent stations 
around the country are affiliated 
with both Mutual and the Blue, one 
reason why NBC objects to sharing 
an origination point with MBS, Lat- 
ter and NBC had the same sort of 
argument last fall at Meadowbrook, 
Cedar Grove, N. J., at which time 
NBC was dropped and CBS substi- 
tuted. 

One of the reasons why most spots 
prefer MBS to NBC is that few NBC 
remotes originating in New York get 
beyond the midwest because of re- 
broadcasts out of New York. Im- 
portant NBC commercials go to the 





| west coast at about the time bands 


in the east are getting air time. 
Mutual is devoting more and more 
time to picking up remote band@ 
broadcasts, and is even going as far 
as to split its time into 15-minute 
segments instead of the usual half 
hour, as a means of giving more 
bands opportunity to get on the air. 
In addition, many of the bands 
picked up get double coverage via 
WOR’s frequency modulation outlet 
W71NY. Mutual claims that the 


| fact it can carry ASCAP musis has 


nothing to do with the increasing 
number of remote band broadcasts it 
explaining that many of 
them had reservations for time long 
before the settlement. 


Seven Dates From Park 
Board for Jack Souders 


Seattle, May 27. 

Jackie Souders and his band has 
been awarded a $2,500 contract by 
the Seattle Park Board for seven 
concerts in Volunteer Park, one in 
Seward, one in Lincoln and one in 
Woodland Park during the summer 
season, 

First popular orchestra to be 
awarded such a contract. 


Geneva New A.F.M. Local 


Rochester, N. Y., May 27. 
Leonard Campbell, traveling sec- 
retary of the American Federation 
of Musicians and president of the 
Rochester local, has organized a new 
local in Geneva. Officers are: Presi- 














|dent, James Lynch; v.p., Jan Perry; 


secretary, Frank Fennell; treasurer, 
George Schenck; sergeant-at-arms, 
Frank Farr; executive board, Charles 
Gibson, L. E. MecQuillen, George 
Taylor, Arthur Dwyer and Philip 
Spillane. Fennell is acting business 
agent. 

The new charter covers an area 
within a radius of 10 miles includ- 
ing Waterloo, Seneca Falls and 
Phelps. 





Nagel at Hotel Utah 


Salt Lake City, May 21. 

Starlite Gardens of the Hotel Utah 
opened May 24 for the summer sea- 
son. Freddie Nagel and his orchestra 
have been engaged for an indefinite 
run, with Mary Lane, vocalist. Policy 
of dinner dances Monday through 
Saturday. 

Semi classical concert Sundays as 
usual. 





Mike Loring Incorporates 
Albany, May 27. 

Michael Loring’s Band, Inc., has 
been chartered to conduct an enter- 
tainment business with principal of- 
fices in New York. Capital stock is 
200 shares, 100 preferred at $10 per 
share and 100 shares of common at 
no par value. 

Arthur J. Slepping, of New York, 


| was the filing attorney. 
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On the Upbeat Band Bookings ot Paying—But ar 
Gay Carlisle opening indefinite sey, replacing Frances Sargent who | Louie Armstrong, May 30, Palmer Name bands are not accepting as final the decision of Chicago's 
stay Monday (26) at New Penn, remains as Dorsey's secretary. Van- Park, Denora, Pa. 31, Crystal B., | Federal Judge Woodward regarding the placing of responsibilit > 
Pittsburgh, replacing Henry Blauth nerson is married to Martha Tilton, Buckeye Lake, O.; June 1, Palais | y for 


outfit. 





Frank Andrini goes into El Chico, 
Pittsburgh, June 7 for eight-week 
stay, succeeding Ramoni_ conga- 
rhumba band. 





Kennywood Park, Pittsburgh, 
dating Vaughn Monroe, for one- 
nighter, and Al Kavelin, for week, 
in August to complete summer 
schedule. 





Billy Merle band back into Hotel 
Henry's Silver Grill, Pittsburgh, re- 
placing Stan Rucker foursome. 





Anson Weeks orchestra set for a. 


stay at Euclid Beach, Cleveland, 
starting June 7. Set through the 
Weems, Inc., office, Chicago. 





Jan Garber orchestra renewed for 
another four-week stay in the Em- 
pire Room of the Palmer House, Chi- 
cago. Garber held down the band 
assignment on the Holland (Mich.) 
Tulip Festival single-shot program; 
and not the Ben Carpenter orchestra 
as stated in Variety last week. 





Leonard Keller orchestra closes 
stay in the Walnut Room of the Bis- 
marck hotel, Chicago, June 8. Then 
heads south for a sojourn in the St. 
Anthony hotel in San Antonio 
(Texas). Set through William Mor- 
ris office. 





Red Camp, a teacher of music at 
the University of Texas in the 
wintertime, has joined Ben Young’s 
band for its summer engagements. 





Victor-Bluebird has renewed its 
contract with Teddy Powell for one 
year with options: 





Betty Bonney is new vocalist with 
Les Brown band. She was with Col. 
Manny Prager until recently. 





John Kirby’s combo set for new 
Monte Carlo Beach Club, New York, 
opening June 25. Leave current 
Cafe Society job June 1 and play 
week at Apollo theatre, June 6. Re- 
turn to Cafe Society Sept. 14. 





Don Strickland orchestra opens 
Schroeder hotel, Milwaukee, June 
24, after 21 weeks at the Radisson ho- 
tel, Minneapolis. 





Billy Scott and Freddie Anne 
(femme), are new vocalists with 
Henri Lishon band at Theatre Cafe, 
Chicago. 





Jimmy Flora combo held over at 
Pennsylvania hotel, N. Y., cocktail 
lounge. 





ex-Goodman vocalist, who remained 
on Coast making a picture for Re- 
public. Dorsey opened at Astor ho- 
tel, New York, last week (20). 





Topsy’s in Southgate, Cal., becomes 
the Trianon tomorrow (Thurs.), 
opening with Duke Ellington's band. 





Les Hite plays colored Elk’s ball 
Thursday (29) at Ansonia, Conn., 


, Opera House. 
| 





Joe Curran, trumpet player with 
Isham Jones band, called for induc- 
tion by his draft board in Philly. 





| Nathan Snader, former KYW 
(Philly) musical director, now an 
_Army private at Fort Bragg, N. C. 


| Lou Peppe, manager of Valley 


Dale, Columbus, is booking bands 
for the Crystal Danceteria, Buckeye 


Lake Park, O. Jimmie Richards or- | 


chestra is initial offering, set to con- 
tinue through June 5. Policy calls 
for occasional name bands, Louie 
Armstrong playing Saturday (31). 





| Glen Gray and the Casa Loma 
orchestra checked in at Warners 
studio for a musical short. 





Al Barr and his crew renewed for 
four weeks at Slapsie Maxie’s in 
| Hollywood, 





Hughie Barrett’s Band is now play- 
ing at the Burden Lake Casino, 
| Averill Park, back of Troy, N. Y. 





Royal B., South Bend; 2, Palais Roy- | 


ale B., Toronto; 3, Stratford theatre, 


Ingersoll, Ont.; 4, Summer Gardens, | 


Port Dover, Ont. 

Beverly Twins, June 6-13, Pali- 
sades Park, Fort Lee, N. J. 

Ted Black, May 29, indef., Vene- 
tian Gardens, Altoona, Pa. 

Lou Breese, June 7-July 2, Roose- 
velt H., New Orleans. 

Jimmy Dorsey, June 2, Casa Loma, 
Charleston, W. Va.; 3, Hampton-Sid- 
ney C., Farmville, Va.; June 4-5, 
Washington & Lee, Lexington, Va.; 
6-7. U. of North Carolina, Chapel 
Hill, N. C. 

Sonny Dunham, June 6, Pleasant 
Valley C. C., Connellsville, Pa.; 7, 
two weeks, Centennial Terrace Gar- 
dens, Sylvania, O. 

Ella Fitzgerald, June 2, Municipal 
Aud., Kansas City, Mo.; 3, Aud., 
Junction City, Kan.; 4, Tower B., 
| Pittsburgh; 5, Downbeat B., Tulsa; 
6, English Village, Tulsa; 7, City 
| Aud., Oklahoma City. 

Mal Hallett, May 


31, Carsonia 


Park, Reading, Pa.; June 4-7, Georgia 


Tech., Atlanta. 
| Erskine Hawkins, Memorial Aud., 
Buffalo; 3, Trianon B., Cleveland; 4, 

San Moritz, Pittsburgh; 5, Lincoln 
Colonnades, Washington, D. C.; 6-12, 

Royal theatre, Baltimore. 
| Woody Herman, June 6, William & 
Mary C., Williamsburg, Va.; 7, State 
C., Raleigh, N. C. 

Inkspots, June 1, Tybee Beach, 
Savannah, Ga.; 2-3, City Aud., At- 
| lanta; 4, State College, Montgomery, 
| Ala.; June 5, My Club Tourist Cabins, 
Cottondale, Fla.; 6, City Aud., Macon, 
Ga.; 7, Beach Pier, Jacksonville, 


| Sammy Eisen opens at the Dunes | 


Fla. | 
| Johnny Long, June 1, Fernbrook | 
page beget Ht. dO SUNG ST, Park, Dallas, Pa.; 2, Hampton-Syd- | 
: ney C., Farmville, Va.; 4, Chamber- 
lain H., Old Point Comfort, Va.; 5, | 
U. of Maryland, College Park, Md.; 
6, U. of Virginia, Charlottesville, Va. 
Jimmie Lunceford, June 1, Trianon 
B., Seattle; 2-3, McElroy’s Spanish | 
| B., Portland, Ore.; 5, Civic Aud., San 
_ | Jose, Calif.; 6, Aud., Salinas, Cai: 7,1 
‘Fan and Bill’s’ Adirondack Moun- | Sweet’s B., Sacramento; 8-9, Sweet’s 
tain spot, opened for the season May B., Oakland, Cal.; 11-17, Orpheum 
\25, with Jack Melvin’s orchestra. | theatre, Los Angeles; 20, Mission 
| Beach B., San Diego, Cal. 
Tommy Reynolds opens June 26 at | Lani McIntyre, June 1, two weeks, 
Loew’s State, N.Y.C. Iroquois Park, Louisville, Ky. 
Glenn Miller, June 7, Saltair 
| Beach, Salt Lake City, Utah; 13, 








George MacFarlane will lead his 
j;orchestra in musical interludes be- 
tween races at the Wonderland Park 
,dog track, Revere Beach, Mass., be- 
ginning June 16 for the summer. 
| 











| Don Ricardo succeeded Ray Men- 


kin’s band at the Blue Crystal night 


club, Girard, O., with Menkin join- | U- of Michigan, Ann Arbor; 
| 


| I.M.A. Aud., Flint, Mich.; 22, Mod- 
| ernistic B., Milwaukee; 23-26, Elec- 


replace Golden Gate quartet at Cafe Cedar Rapids, Ia.; July 15-19, East- 
Society Uptown, N.Y., tomorrow wood Gardens, Detroit; 21, Sunny- 
‘(Thurs.) and are themselves re- 
placed at the Society's Downtown Beach Club, Virginia Beach, Va.; 
spot by Sammy Price, another aig 30-31, Steel Pier, Atlantic City; 
| boogie-woogie pianist. | Sept. 11, Hershey Park, Hershey, 
| ney ic Pa 


| 
Mildred Wayne’s addition to Char- 


Mel Marvin band, out of Blue lie Barnet’s vocal staff makes eight, tre, Savannah, Ga.; 2, National thea- 
Gardens, Armonk, N. Y., at new Pel- singers with his band. Has Quintone tre, Columbia, S. C.; 4, U. of Mary- 


ham Heath Inn, Pelham, 
Opened last night (Tues.). 


Marjorie Russell replaced Janet | 
Black as vocalist with Mark Russell | Smith’s radio show June 27. 
band at Heidelberg hotel, Jackson, 


Miss. 


Allen Reuss replaced Rex Kelly 


©n guitar with Ted Weems, 


Eddie Fitzpatrick at 


Antonio. 





Paul Tremaine unshuttering lake-| 
shore Alhambra dancery outside of 


Buffalo. 





Dick Catan combo 
Club, Niagara Falls, N. Y. 





N. Y. 


Anacacho ©., which opens May 29. 
Room of the St. Anthony Hotel, San Keene and Dick Stone on vocals. 


into Ted-Ra | 





quintet, Bob Carroll and trombonist land, College Park, Md.; 5, U. of 
| Ford Leary. | North Carolina, Raleigh, N. C.; 6, 
| Woodberry Forrest Academy, Wood- 

Count Basie guests on Kate, berry Forrest, Va.; 7, Wm. & Mary 


| C., Williamsburg, Va. 
ing Ed McGraw’s orchestra. Ricardo| Joe Reichman, July 3, Roosevelt 
was previously at Melody Lane. | hotel, New Orleans. 

Dick Rogers, 
| Muggsy Spanier’s band will be the | Beach, O. , 
first orchestra of the current season | Tommy Reynolds, May 29, Citadel, 
'at the Mansion, near Youngstown, Charleston, S. C.; 31, Kentucky Mili- 
Linda tary Academy, Lyndon. 

Tommy Reynolds, June 3, Military 


j 











El Dorado Room of the Commo- | Ee me Eee tal accagge pee yt 
dore Perry Hotel, Toledo, closed the a mengeee, ae “ e-igrien*y 
week of May 19 for summer decora- Park, Mahanoy City, Pa.; 6, indet., 
tions, but will reopen June 2 with Roseland B., New York. 
Arturo and his orchestra. Blue Moon Cafe, Wichita, Kan. 

: Terry Shand, May 29, two weeks, 
| Bernard Ragazzo has reorganized pjantation Club, Dallas; June 13, two 





| 


week, Chicago theatre, Chicago; 20, | 
21, | 


Albert Ammons and Pete Johnson tric Park, Waterloo, Ia.: 27, Aud.,| 


brook B., Pottstown, Pa.; 25-26, Surf | 


Tony Pastor, June 1, Lucas thea- | 


May 29, Sylvania 


| Academy, Staunton, Va.; 5-6, Wash- | 


Henry Senn, May 24, two weeks, ! 


social security taxes. Im deciding the case of bandleader Griff wil. 
liams, who recently sued the government for the return ‘of taxes he 
| had paid, Judge Woodward ruled that Williams had a case, that in 
| his opinion the people who hired the bands, not the bandleaders, were 
| responsible for the payment of taxes. 

| All leaders have stopped paying the taxes, but the major portion of 
| them are setting aside the sums they would have paid in case the ex- 
pected appeal reverses Judge Woodward's ruling. If that happened 
and the reversal applied retroactively, even in part, the sums they 
would owe and maybe not have would be crippling. 


| Inside Stuf-Orchestras 


| 




















Benny Goodman and Artie Shaw, clarinet-playing leaders who battled 
each other for the top position in band ratings couple years ago, are both 
delving deeper and deeper into classical music. Goodman particularly is 
increasing his activity in the longhair field. With his latest bookings he’s 
playing at least three summer dates with outstanding serious music or- 
| chestras and figures to play more. 
| Goodman is to play with the New York Philharmonic July 14 and after 

completing solos will bring in his full band for a program that is not yet 
set. Date is to be played at the Lewisohn Stadium, N. Y. Shot: with the 
| Dayton, O., Symphony, has also been booked for sometime in September. 
Leader’s solo and sextette program with the Philadelphia Symphony at 
Robin Hood Dell has been moved up from July 17 to the 10th. 

Shaw is currently taking lessons in classical arranging from Dr. Hans 
Berns, former director of the Vienna Statz and is to play a guest date 
with the Memphis Symphony late this month. Others are being arranged 
for him. It’s also possible he will assume a conductor’s role soon. 

Larry Adler, vaude’s ‘Harmonica Virtuoso,’ is another pop musician 
going into classical, for a spell. Adier plays Vivaldi’s ‘Violin Concerto in 


_A Minor’ on his mouth organ with the Bronx, N. Y., Symphony of 70 men, 


Latter is a recently organized group. He also has a date with the Cleve- 
land Symphony later this summer. 





Woody Herman band had to get along without a trumpet section and 
one of its sax players for almost two hours last week when playing Sadie 
Tassia’s Valencia Ballroom, York, Pa. Men were detained in Philadelphia 
| with trumpeter Cappy Lewis when his car was broken into and instru- 
| ments and personal luggage lifted. Band had played a teadance that 
afternoon and immediately after set sail for York, about 100 miles away. 

Lewis and other men, however, were stymied by two colored thiefs who 
were nabbed by cops between the time the loss of the instruments was 
discovered and it was reported to police. Lewis found that everything 
was safe when he walked into police headquarters to report the robbery. 
Most of the delay was in going through red tape of making charges, 
identifying stolen material, etc. 





Youngsters who frequent one-night ballrooms such as Sunnybrook, at 
Pottstown, Pa., have a new trick to tie themselves closer to their band- 
leader idols. Many of them tote flash cameras with them and worm their 
way close to the bandstand to take all kinds of angle shots of musicians, 
singers and leaders at work. Candid shots, of course, aren’t new; they 
have been taken at theatres, night clubs, etc., repeatedly. 

What makes the camera work on one-nighters a bit more novel is the 
patience the snappers have in getting the shots autographed. Even if a 
name leader doesn’t return to one particular dancery for a year, there 
always are ut least a few lens fiends who show up with-candid photos 
taken the last date, which they hold up for autographs. 





| State legislature in Harrisbutg last week unanimously passed bill mak- 
, ing ‘Rolling Hills of Pennsylvania,’ number written by Lois Miller, local 
| radio singer-organist, official song of the commonwealth. Measure was 
| introduced recently by a Western Pennsylvania assemblyman who sang 
the words on the floor of the house, accompanied by Miss Miller on the 
piano. J 

Gal, one-time assistant to Dick Leibert, then organist at Penn theatre, 
_ Pitt, but now at Radio City Music Hall, is also author of ‘Atlantic City Is 
Calling You,’ which has been adopted as official song of annual seashore 
‘beauty pageant. Miss Miller leaves for A. C. this week to spend third con- 
| secutive summer there as organist at Heinz Pier. 





| Meredith Willson is the latest band leader to go in for publishing. He's 
| having @ sheet musie and stock arrangement of his theme song, ‘You and 
| I,’ printed, but the distribution will be done exclusively by Music Dealers 
Service. Bing Crosby has cut the tune for Decca. 





| Music Corp, of America v.p. Bill Goodheart, Jr., and Charles Swafford, 
| ad agency exec, have been going in extensively for a back-to-the-soil 
| campaign, buying up farms in Ohio and elsewhere for practical livestock 
|}and produce raising. 





Raymond Scott, bandleader-songwriter, couldn’t figure out a song title 
until he heard about the book H. Allen Smith, feature writer on the N. Y. 


| World-Telegram wrote, ‘Low Man on the Totem Pole.’ That’s now the 
| tag on his tune, 





| With jukeboxes the country around taking a beating from a flood of 
| Slugs, there is one place where the nickel counterfeiters better not pull 
the trick. One of them tried out a slug on a stamp machine in the Detroit 
| post office. Uncle Sam tucked him in a Federal prison for five years. 





A. Edward Moskowitz, attorney-manager for Bobby Byrne, Johnny 
| Long, the new songwriter-maestro Harry Nemo and other bands, has 
| legally changed his name to A. Edward Masters. 











Morgan Thomas and Harold Aus- his band and is now playing at the _weeks, Casino, Fort Worth; June 27, 
tin bands set for Crystal Beach, Ont Casanova Club, near McKinley two weeks, Plantation, Houston. 
opening May 30 ?, "| Heights, O., but will open an en- Muggsy Spanier, May 29 

, alanis |gagement at the Palomar Ballroom, wansion House Youngstown, O. 


|Cleveland, June 20, with a 12- Jack Teagarden, June 10, Rainbo 





Jack Beekman held over as m.c 


indef., | 


Englewood Cliffs Cabin 


‘MAESTRO RAY KINNEY 


at Hollywood Tropics, L. A. 





Bert Lynn, inventor of the Ricken- 


backer electric gui*ar, is working 





* piece group. Lillian Harvey is vo- 


| ealist. 





Four Chicagoans replaced Howard 
east, where he wil lorganize an all. LeRoy’s orchestra in the Cascades 





B., Fresno, Calif.; 13-14, Civic Aud., | 


| Pasadena; 15, Sweet’s B., Oakland, 
' Calif. 

Claude Thornhill, May 29, Canobie 
Lake Park, Salem, N.H.; 30, Rose- 


electric orchestra within the next R0om, Hotel Ohio, Youngstown, jand B., New York city; 81, Kim- 
two months. | May 23. |ball’s Starlight B., South Lynn- 
| field, Mass.; June 4, Hampton Beach 

Ina Ray Hutton has made two Gene Sullivan and his orchestra Casino, Hampton Beach, N.H.; 5, 


changes in her band: Jack Andrews 
from George Hall replaced Charlie 
Mexon on second trombone, and 
Raymond Allen in place of Paul 
Russell. 


are playing at Craig Beach Park, 
Youngstown, O., which opened May 
24. Arthur E. Mallory, manager, has 
Earl F. Peitz as assistant manager, 


in charge of publicity, promotion. 


Wentworth Institute Sr. Prom, Bos- 
ton; 6, Niagara U., Buffalo, N.Y.; 8, 
Lake Compounce, Bristol, Conn.; 9, 
Mass. State College, Amherst, Mass.; 
‘10, Mass. Institute of Technology, 


Adds Dancing Area 
| Rustic Cabin, Englewood Cliffs, | FILES BANKRUPTCY 


N. J., spot now housing Alvino Rey | 


and the King Sisters’ band, is to un-| Ray Kinney, orchestra leader em- 


dergo an enlarging. It will add ap- Ployed at the Hotel Lexington, N. Y., 
ation: 3 0 —_ more of danc- filed a voluntary petition of bank- 
ing space by knocking out the wall ruptcy in N. Y. federal court Friday 
which currently backs the band-| ha Sip tate 

omy yh yy the present dance’ re of $18,187. Dering S gley ys 

oor out into the open as a summer, “ene 

garden, Floor will be roofed, how- | of $6 igs pee earned an average 
ing window! or doors whichecan be) AMONE liabilities are $1,572 in un- 
oat tn shane tee onthesihann pong: r employment insurance, $2,200 to the 
weather. In addition there is to be General Amusement Corp., $2,420 to 














‘Cambridge, Mass.; 11, Holy Cross, 
Bancroft Hotel, Worcester, Mass.; 12, 
party, Rutland, Vt.; 13, Renssalaer 
Polytech, Troy, N.Y.; 15, Babb’s Park, 
' Suffield, Conn 


Leonard Vannerson, former road; . Artie Bernstein, bass, leaving 
manager for Benny Goodman, re- Benny Goodman's band after several] 
turned from Coast last week to as- years’ association, to return to his 
sume same duties with Tommy Dor- | home in California. 


a bandstand on wheels. 

Changes are to be ready some time 
in July around which time Rey’s 
band exits. No outfit has been <et to 

| open the new setup yet. 


| 


Castle & Cooke, Ltd., of Honolulu, 
$425 to Hansen-Williams, Inc, 





Harlan Leonard’s orchestra, at 
Trocadero, Wichita, Kans. 


~e- 
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‘Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover | 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 


° Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers 
Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Clyde Lucas...... Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............ 8 525 5,850 
Xavier Cugat..... Waldorf (375; $1-$1.50)............. 6 2,375 
Ray Kinney*...... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).......... 6 1,150 
Gene Krupa...... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)...... 5 750 
Tommy Dorsey....Astor (1,000; T5c-$1)........... reves. 2: Tare 4,875 | 
Harry James...... Lincoln (250; 75c-$1)........0.s0e000 4 450 2,625! 
Hal Saunders ... St. Regis (400; $1-$1.50)............. 1 375 


775 | 
| 





*Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the | 
major draw. t Five days; band opened Tuesday (20). 


Herman Gets Strong Canadian Start, 


$6,232 m 2 Nites; Byrne, Calloway NSG 


Leu Breese (Danceland, Cedar Rapids, Ia. May 21). 
600 admissions at 50c for total gross of $350 was fair. 


Will Bradley (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., May 22-24). Repeat | 
play for Bradley drew 800 Thursday, 2,500 Friday and 3,100 Saturday for 
excellent $4,320 gross over three days at $1.35 couple. 


Del Brissette (Riverview B., Neponset, Mass., May 23-24). Brissette old 
fave here and drew season’s biggest weekend with 1,342 Friday and 1,650 
Saturday at 55c for $1,645. 

Bobby Byrne (Ritz B.. Bridgeport, Conn., May 25). 
for sub-par biz with 1,086 dancers at 75c for $815 gross. 

Cab Calloway (City Aud., Birmingham, Ala., May 20). Calloway culled 
smash 3,412 at 80c and $1 to pile up $2,975 gross. At Macon, Ga., Thurs- 
day (22) Calloway dipped far under previous visits to Aud. with a gross of 
$750 at 60c-75c-$1 Dance hurt with locals by presence of 23 truckloads 
of Negro soldiers from nearby Camp Wheeler, 


Bob Cresby (Arena, New Haven, Conn., May 25). Attempt to run week 
beyond season with Crosby ended up badly. Light $1,700 from 3,400 mat 
and evening at 45c-$1.10. 


Al Donahue (Pioneer hotel, Tucson, Ariz., May 21). Passing through 
on way to Hollywood Donahue got fair 400 attendance at $1. 


Jimmy Dorsey (Metropolitan theatre, Providence, R. I., May 23-25). Bad | 
weather first two nights: of three-day stay, but Dorsey did excellent $9,000 
at 35c-55c-65c, about $1,000 behind record. At Totem Pole B., Auburndale, 
Mass., Tuesday-Wednesday (20-21) Dorsey drew fine 4,450 in two mid- 
week nights with 2,100 and approximately 2,350. Spot upped its usual 
$1.35 couple to $1.10 straight. 

Henry Busse (Arena, London, Ont., May 23). Busse take of $2,804 at 
$1 was best yet at this spot. At Yankee Lake, Ohio, May 25 Busse drew 
solid 1,922 at $1 door 75c advance. Gross, $1,666. 


Weedy Herman (Mutual Arena, Toronto, Can., May 20). Herman's 
draw of 4.232 at $1 packed the spot to capacity. At London Arena, day 
before (19) he pulled slightly over 2,000 at same price. 

Ina Ray Hutten (Jack o’ Lantern, So. Portland, Me., May 24). Small out- 
lying spot did well with 600 draw at 50c-60c for about $330. 

Herbie Kaye (Jefferson Beach Park, Detroit, May 16-22). For the week’s 
stretch Kaye drew pleasant $1,650 with 3,000 dancers at 55e. 

Johnny Long (Arcadia B., Providence, R. 1., May 24). Ballroom has done 
lots better than 1,350 lured by Long at 50c. Gress, $675; fair. 

Jehnny McGee (Graystone B., Detroit, May 21). Pull of 1,900 dancers 
at 55c equalled nice’$1,045 at b.o. for mid-week. 

Teny Pastor (Lake Compounce, Bristol, Conn., May 25). 
Pastor meant $1,263 in stubs at 75c with 1,685 attendance. 

Alvino Rey (Aud., Springfield, Mass., May 25). Sock $3,000 from 2,000 
admissions at $1.50. Another 1,000 admitted free, for total attendance of 
3,500. 

Tommy Reynolds-Johnny Long (Raymor-Playmor B., Boston, May 23). 
Coupled in twin spots Reynolds and Long drew 1,480 at 65c-55c on hottest 
day this spring for $888. Teaming with George Harris Saturday (24), 
Reynolds had 1,900 at same prices for fine $1,140. 

Raymond Scett (Hershey Park, Hershey, Pa., May 24). 
Scott’s attendance of 1,587 was far from normal. 

Orrin Tucker (Tallcorn Expo, Marshalltown, Ia.. May 21). Tucker and 
Bonnie Baker cracked expo’s record by 800 people with approximately 
3,700 at 75c for gross of $2,800. 








| 
Breese’s pull of 


Byrne accounted . 


Good business. 


At $1 and 77c 











such a spot as this. No stage band, 


a as dancing and supper trade here. 
° Band is far on the sweet side, aim- 
Band Reviews ing at pleasing the patrons in just 





but carries more vocal equipment 

than usual hotel group as leader 

CLEMENTE and HIS RHUMBA has worked his singers into the 
MUSIC (5) ‘Goldenaires’ glee club and can call 
Featuring Mayla on three different soloists. Vocal 
Rainbew Room, N. Y. set-up has been maintained with 
Mayla should be called Clemente. S°me tribulati ns as the drait has 
She is the personality at the helm of , taken five —— ae the — = 
this quintet, handling the maracas sania gay one gag ‘i 
SAS eeneen, ane vernieing Se COnge- te of a gt trio. of Charles 


rhumba excerpts. At the supper ses- 
sion she gets a solo spotlight away 
from the band, just as Barry Win- 
ton’s songstress, Sigrid Lassen, dittoes 
for the dinner customers. Mayla is a 
Japanese-looking Latin, of fine face 
values and effective personality. 


Whoever Clemente is among the 
five men, he doesn’t get any spot- 


Scarle, Al Bandy and Max Schaeffer 
Reeds are handled by Morris Drage, 
Jack Price and Erwin Wahl; trum- 
pets by Vincent Shank and Paul 
Speelman, and rhythm is filled out 
by Jack Lloyd at piano, Bernie 
Anderson at drums and Lyle Speer 
plucking bass. For singing ‘urns 
Duffy denends on Scarle, Drage and 


lighting. Two man a giant marimba, Speelman, besides the singing en- 
and a string bass, accordion and semble. 
drums complete the quintet. No puffy has led a crew more than 


brass, which is necessary to give it a 
lift. Otherwise the unit, while 
melodious and competent, sounds 
rather static and colorless, whereas 
just one trumpet could make plenty 
of difference in its favor. Clemente 


seven years, and in tha: time has ac- 
quired a large portfolio, complete 
with a long list of ASCAP perennial 
favorites as well as the newer BMI 
sheets. From this supply he draws 
extravagantly for medley after med- 


alternaies with the larger Winton jey to the dancers’ pleasure, and 
ensemble. Abel. (mixes it up with an occasional 
/conga, novelty and swing tune. It’s 





GEORGE DUFFY ORCH (12) 'essentially sweet and fits the room 
Hetei Muehlbach |suitably with that type of music. 
Kamsas City, Mo. | Following date here Duffy takes 
Band is a newcomer to this spot his outfit to Bronze Room of Hotel 
and is filling the niche nicely, Cleveland and a Mutuzl wire. _ 
although unknown to the regular Quin. 


to Victor 


Bands at N.Y. Hotel B.O. 32 SxAnene Musician 


As Draft Law Violator 


. San Antonio, May 27. 
Henry E. Porcella, a local musi- 
cian, was arraigned before United 
States Commissioner P. A. Lockhart, 


Saturday on a charge of violation 
of the selective service act. 
He was released on his own recog- 


nizance for a hearing to be sched- 


uled this week. 





“> Columbia End 
-«; Columbia Ends 


John Kirby Pact 
A/c Victor Date 


Columbia Records last week can- 
celled the contract it had with the 
John Kirby orchestra and dropped 





it off the Okeh label because Kirby 


allegedly took his six-piece combo 
Records’ studios and ac- 
companied Una Mae Carlisle on a 
Bluebird cutting date. This is first 
recent action taken by a recording 
company against a band for outside 
work. 

Recording activities of various mu- 
sicians frequently take them into 
studios which are opposition to the 
company that records the band they 
work with, but no argument is ever 


given that type of transient work. 


Four of Kirby’s men recently ac- 
companied the Mills Bros. for Decca. 


Columbia has no argument with that, 
‘but clamped down when it found 


that Kirby himself and all his men 
worked the Bluebird date. It claims 
it almost cancelled Kirby’s contract 
last year when a small band under 
Buster Bailey, Kirby’s clarinetist. ap- 
peared on the short-lived Varsity 
label. 





Basie Unveils Roton Point 
South Norwalk, Conn., May 27. 
Roton Point Park preems dance 
season Sunday (1) with Count Basie. 
Spot’s booked via Charles Shrib- 
man, 


Wings’ Flys Monroe to $48,000 
— InN-Y.; Jurgens, Chi, Hefty 446, 





Campus Best Sellers 


(UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN) 





| 

| 

| Madison, Wisc., May 27. 

| Six best record sellers on the 

Campus for the past week: 

1. Hut Sut (King Sisters). 

. Daddy (Sammy Kay). 

Intermezzo (Guy Lombardo). 

. My Sister and I (Jimmy Dor- 
sey). 

. Maria Elena (Lawrence Welk). 

. The Things I Love (Gene 
Krupa). 


; 


~ wr 














Maestro Cugat’s Review 


(Press Stunt) of ‘Cugat’ 
Book Inspired Lawsuit 


Detroit, May 27. 

Depositions were taken here, al- 
though the case is on file in the 
N. Y. federal court, (27) in the $150,- 
000 damage suit brought by orches- 
tra leader Xavier Cugat and his wife, 
Carmen, against Houghton-Mifflin 
and Isabel Scott Rorick, author of 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Cugat.’ The band- 
leader and his singer-wife contend 
that the novel, titled with their 
unique name, holds them up to rid- 
icule. 

Chief testimony taken in the fed- 
eral court here came from Dick 
Jones, publicity director for the 
Hotel Statler, who wrote a book re- 
view on the novel with the orchestra 
leader’s approval and which ap- 
peared in a Detroit newspaper un- 
der Cugat's byline. It was the news- 
paper book reviewer's idea of hav- 
ing Cugat review the novel bearing 
the same name as his which resulted 
in his reading the tome, growing 
wrathfu] and bringing suit against 
the publishing house and author. 





Com-Catching Record Possibilities 





There are a flock of duplications of various tunes this week. Most 
notable of the repeats is on an unusual novelty unearthed on the Coast 


titled ‘The Hut Sut Song.’ 
so; it’s a coin machine 
and Freddie Martin were first 
36138) is perhaps best of three. 


Much is expected of it, and deservedly 
natural. 


Heidt, 
Heidt’s 


King Sisters 
cutting (Col. 


Horace 
releases. 


He drerses it with good arrangement, 


spotlighting Frankie Carle’s piano and vocals by Donna and Don Juans. 


It’s in good tempo. 


accompaniment and bridginy by an Alvino Rey combo. 
It discards introduction, going straight into lyric, 


have been better. 


which is repetitious when done that way. 
and side turns out okay. 

11148) is with full band, but it isn’t close to Heidt’s. 
Eddie Stone and chorus vocal. 
King trio backing is a version of ‘Music Makers‘ 


ad lib lines, however, 
too. 
Look At Me,’ average. 
that tops Andrews Sisiers cutting, 
neat version of ‘Karlstadt Ball.’ 


Harry James ‘Don’t Cry, Cherie’ 
First is a good pop, probably destined for brisk machine play. 


Kings (Bluebird 11154) do it as straight rocal with 


Their’s couid 


They insert own tricks and 
Martin’s (Bluebird 
Tempo is too fast, 
Heidt’s is backed by ‘Way You 
but it’s late. Martin’s backing is a 
—La Paloma’ (Columbia 36146) 
James’ 


band and trumpet approved via a tasty arrangement at steady tempo. Don 


Hamyes vocals. Reverse is an 


unusually good job on a standard. 


It’s 


more effective than ‘Cherie.’ in a slow, jumping groove somewhat like the 


band’s recent ‘Music Makers.’ 


Pop gets preference, however. 


Artie Shaw ‘Blues’ (Two Sides) 

Unusual stuff for Shaw, with a different sort of punch. 
solidly sown with numerous solos and fine full band work 
mercial, however, and probably won't get much machine attention. 


(Victor 27411) 

Blues sides are 
Not very com- 
Sides 


are disconnected though, making their use in boxes easy. 


Shep Fields ‘Marche Stav’—‘Million Dollar Baby’ (Bluebird 11150) 


Initial release of Fields’ no-brass 


the outfit to neat advantage on the 


10 reed, four rhythm combo shows 


‘Slav’ side, but ordinary on the pop. 


Kicks with solid beat and colorful arrangement on first, and it stands out. 


Reverse, a tune getting new impet 
ties expected in view 
dance tempo, however. Dorothy 
mercial standpoint Tommy Tucker's 
a nicely played arrangement, also at 
Reverse brings up 
Taught Me’; 


is from 
of band’s poss 
Allen and Larry 
(Okeh 6188) version is better. 
good tempo. 
lifting arrangement of 
vocalled by Amy Arnel]. 


Warner Bros, film 
ible reed combinations 
Neill vocal 


lacks quali- 
It’s at good 
From com- 
His is 
Don Brown vocals well. 


‘Blues My Naughty Sweetie 


Jan Savitt ‘Where You Are’—‘I Take to You’ (Victor 27414) 


Two good tunes from 20th-Fox’s * 
Savitt’s sides are best. 


duplicated three times. 


Great American broadcast’ are also 
He puts ‘Where’ through 


solid paces at easy tempo with a good Allen DeWitt vocal, then hops ‘Take’ 


to good reaction with Jack Palmer and Toppers vocalling. 


Gene Krupa 


(Okeh 6187) turns in almost as good versions though the arrangements 


are not balanced enough. 


brass following Howard Dulaney’s vocal, and it hurts. 
good jump tempo and an appropriate vocal by Anita O'Day. 
(Bluebird 11151) are least effective mainly 


sides 
good musically as the band can do. 
the reverse. 


‘Where’ is completely dominated by piercing 


‘Take’ side gets 
Alvino Rey’s 
because they're not as 
Alyce King vocals first and Yvonne 





Teddy Powell ‘Went Out My Way’—Ode to Spring’ (Bluebird 11152) 


Powell is being given good tunes and his work deserves them. 


First, a 


likely ballad, is well done and nicely arranged for commercial play. Ruth 


Gaylord’s vocal, however, could have been better. 


‘Spring’ is a driving 


piece similar to band’s recent ‘Blue Danube’ in performance. 


Cutler-Vaude Mild $17,000 in N.Y. 


(Estimates for This Week) 


Lou Breese, Indianapolis—(Lyrio; 
1,900; 30-40-50). With ‘Missing Ten 
Days’ (Col) on screen. Screen fea- 
ture no help; so-so $8,500. 

Ben Cutler, New York — (State; 
3,400;  28-44-55-75-90-$1.10). With 
‘Road to Zanzibar’ (Par) on screen, 
plus vaude. Mild $17,000. Picture 
had been milked at first-run Para- 
mount, 

Woody Herman, Baltimore—'Hip- 
podrome; 2,240; 15-28-39-44-55-66). 
With ‘Dare Not Love’ (Col) on 
screen. Good $12,000 expected. Film 
is not too strong an item, so Herman 
largely responsible. 

Richard Himber, Hollywood — 
(Paramount; 3,585; 30-44-55-75). With 
‘I Wanted Wings’ (Par) on screen. 
Second week for this bill is bringing 
in $12,500, after first session regis- 
tered beautiful $19,000. 

Dick Jurgens, Chicago—(Chicago; 
4,000; 35-55-75). With ‘Penny Sere- 
nade’ (Col) on screen. This is Jur- 
gen’s first Chicago stage date and 
he’s coupled with a sock film. Gross 
of $44,000 reflects the excellent pull- 
ing powers of this strong combo. 

Wayne King, New York—(Strand: 

2,767; 35-55-75-85-99). With ‘Affec- 
tionately Yours’ (WB) on screen and 
Dennis Morgan’s personal. Film 
rated weak, with King orch and 
Morgan depended on for most of 
draw. Poor $23,000 looks tops on 
first week, but holds over. 
; Abe Lyman, Pittsburgh—(Stanley: 
3,800; 25-40-60). With ‘Pot o’ Gold’ 
(UA) on screen. A bad booking job, 
with a band on stage and a band in 
the film. However, Lyman is mak- 
ing a swell $16,000 possible. Pic 
getting but scant attention. 

Vaughn Monree, New York — 
(Paramount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99). With 
‘I Wanted Wings’ (Par). Initial date 
at this theatre and third theatre date 
for Monroe outfit, but will take 
rugged $48,000. Because of band’s 
newness to public, ‘Wings’ is cred- 
ited largely for excellent biz. 


Madison Square Garden 
Dancery Opens Friday: 
Nut Is $18,000 a Week 


Monte Proser’s Dance Carnival, 
opening at Madison Square Garden, 
N.Y., (30) Memorial Day with a 
charity preview Thursday (29), 
figures to have to ring up at least 
30,000 admissions weekly in order to 
clear operating expenses, which are 
estimated to run about $18,000-$20.- 
000. For the first stretch with three 
high-powered and comparatively 
high-priced bands on tap, the nut 
will run much higher, however. They 





are Benny Goodman, Charlie Barnet 
and Larry Clinton. Prices will be 
66c-88c, latter on holidays and week- 
ends. 


Proser, who has spent a heavy wad 
in transforming the interior of the 
Garden into a tropical setting, with 
eight tall palm trees and a false ceil- 
ing which will help to confine the 
vasiness of the building 
on the bands which will 
opening three. Ben 
follow Goodman. and 


is not sure 
succeed the 
Bernie is set to 
Shep Fields is 


down to place Clinton on an in- 
definite date Barnet’s stand lasts 
until June 26. But either of those 


might be changed for more powerful 
names. 

Clinton, Leo Reisman and Ina Ray 
Hutton will work at the Garden to- 
morrow night (Thurs.) at a preview 
showing which will be a charity 
affair, proceeds to U.S. Navy Welfare 
British Sailors Relief and Greek War 
Relief. 





MICHIGAN ELECTS CLANCY 
Detroit, May 27. 
George V. Clancy, of Detroit, wag 
named president of the Michigan 
Musicians’ Association (AFM) at the 
state convention in Jackson. 


Others named are: Maude Stearns, 


|Kalamazoo, vice-president; William 


Dart, Port Huron, treasurer, and 
Harry Bliss, Ann Harbor, Dwight 
Lamoreaux, Grand Rapids and W. A. 
March, Pontiac. trustees 
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Shepard, Cisler Oppose Weber 
On Application of ASCAP Deal 


Despite. the protests of John Shep- 
ard, 3rd, of the Yankee-Colonial Net- | moved from Mutual musical sus- 
works, and Steve Cisler, cf WGRC, | taining programs and they are fed 
Louisville, Mutual last Friday (23) | to us, we will allow a monthly de- 
put into effect the provision in the | duction on Mutual musical sustaining 
ASCAP deal which obligates MBS to programs to be made by Colonial of 
deduct the music fee from the three-eights of our 1941 sustaining 
money due its affiliates. Shepard or our highest one-hour rate, which- 
wrote that he won’t be agreeable to ever is lower. In the case of sta- 
the deduction until Mutual stops tions doing a business of less than 
making announcements over its $50,000 per year, the deduction is $1 
hookups promoting ASCAP music, per month. 
while Cisler advised Fred Weber, ‘Be it further resolved, that dur- 
MBS general manager, that he’s still ing the time we are not carrying 
opposed to the ASCAP pact from Mutual musical sustaining programs, , 
we will not allow any deduction for , 


every angle. 
Weber had the week before cir- custaining programs to be made by 
cularized the MBS affiliates to the the Colonial Network for payment 
to Mutual.’ 


effect that the deduction arrange- 





Payolas Reappear 
With MBS Scramble 


So long denied the radio exploita- 
tion channels to which they've been 





accustomed, now that ASCAP. pub- | 


Publisher Sources Linked to Rumors — 
Of Continued ‘Pressure’ vs. ASCAP 





lisher-members are back on Mutual | 


Broadcasting System, it’s becoming a 
bit of a field day for those bands 
with MBS wires. For one thing, it’s 
opened up anew the sundry subter- 
fuges and briberies, in one form or 
another of the payola system. 


Hideaway Jersey and_ kindred 
roadhouses, all over the country, if 
having a radio wire, are the prima 
donnas of the moment so far as 
pluggers are concerned. Having that 
MBS outlet, it doesn’t matter if you 
play a rustic cabin type of bistro or 
in a swank hotel, the boys are there 
pitching for that plug. 

Cut-ins, paying for arrangements, 
etc., arc thus to the fore once more, 


;and will continue to be until the 


ment would become effective May | other two major networks reach an 





23 unless the affiliates decreed other- ,accord with ASCAP. 


Quincey Brackett’s Slant | 
Springfield, Mass., May 27. 
Springfield is getting some ASCAP 
music through WSPR’s Mutual tie- 
up, but Quincy A. Brackett, WSPR 
president, says no effort has been 
made as yet to seek licensing of 
programs originating here. Since 
WSPR also carries Yankee and/| 
Colonial networks, as yet not in) 
agreement with ASCAP, only what’ 
is sent out by Mutual may be car- 
ried. | 
Brackett said feeling is that) 
ASCAP provision for compulsory 
changeover to a blanket contract 
if expenditure on a ‘pay as you 
use’ basis falls below a set mini- 
mum is undesirable. 


wise. He received but 12 replies, 
with 10 giving their assent and 
Shepard and Cisler voting in the 
negative. Under its contract with 
ASCAP Mutual has 90 days in 
which to get an okay from recalci- 
trant affiliates before discontinuing 
the service of ASCAP music to 
them. 





Shepardites Won’t Pay 
Boston, May 27. 

Sixteen of the 19 Colonial network 
representatives meeting here Friday 
(23) registered their disapproval of 
the ASCAP blanket contract witH 
the Mutual Broadcasting System. 
President John Shepard presided | 
over the meeting when the resolu- 
tion was drawn. WNLC, New Lon- 
don, Conn., voted against the resolu- 
tion, which further seeks to ‘allow 
the Colonial Network to deduct 3% 
from their payments on Mutual com- | 
mercial programs, Colonial to rebate | 


RALPH PEER 
this to atutual’ tor pevment to TN ARCENTINA 


wouldn't pay anything to Mutual on 
the advice of its lawyer. However, | 
the station is keeping the 3% in a 
separate fund in case it has to pay. | 

WFCI, Pawtucket, R. I, has an 
ASCAP license and so didn’t vote on 
the resolution. 

According to the resolution, ‘we 
will not broadcast any Mutual sus- 
taining program which contains a 
statement similar to the following: | 
‘Remember, Mutual is the network | 
that now broadcasts all your favorite 
music.’ ’ 

Shepard explained to the VarRIETy 
rep that Colonial will attempt to cut 
this statement before it is fed to the| Andres Dominick, for many years | 
member stations. ‘This remark! representative of SADAIC, Argen-| 
points the finger at NBC, CBS and tine authors society in Europe, has 
also ourselves, since we haven't in- been retained to head EDAMI's new | 
dividual ASCAP licenses,’ Shepard setup. He will work with Alejandro 
said. Schujer, who has been heading the 

The resolution continued: ‘Be it) office. Dominick was long active in 
further resolved, that when state- Spain and has represented some of 


aiecst |abrosd. Argentine asa 
Pubs Do Burn At 
Tommy Dorsey's 


Peer declared he intended to con- | 
ASCAP Shut-Out 


| centrate first on local music, tangos, | 

| milongas, canciones, etc., next on 

Brazilian and Mexican, and thirdly 

on U. S. jive. Explained he found 

the interest existed in about that} 

order and that there was no use at-| 

tempting to build an entirely new) 

trend, aspecially in view of the fact 

that his company controls one of the 

largest Mexican catalogs. 

Peer hopes eventually to increase 

the price of S. A. sheet music. Pres- 

ent system is for local printing of 

Added to the headaches that have U. S. and other imported music| 

popped up for professional men with which retails at approximately 50 

ASCAP.-affiliated firms trying to get centavos (13 cents U. S.) to 70 cen- 

plugs on Mutual is the situation cre- tavos per copy. He believes as much 

ated by Tommy Dorsey, now clear- as a peso can be obtained provided 
ing five half-hours a week over that 
network from the Astor hotel, N.Y. 
Dorsey, who was at loggerheads with 

ASCAP publishers even before the lar to Argentina and where music is 

outbreak of hostilities between sold at an average price of 25 cents 

ASCAP and the networks, refuses to U. S. 

do any of the ASCAP tunes other Plugging of both Argentine and 

than ‘Dolores,’ which he did in a re- U. S. tunes is similar here to the 

cent picture, and an occasional stand-, States, except that every‘hing is 

ard tune. done at a much slower pace. Peer 

Dorsey opened at the Astor last believes in plugging disc sales par- 

Tuesday night (20) and the only ticularly and in concentrating on the 

ASCAP number he broadcast during radio, pointing out that the number 








Buenos Aires, May 20. | 
Possibilities for U. S. music in! 
South America, and particularly Ar- | 
gentina, have only been scratched, | 
Ralph S. Peer, president of Southern | 
Music, declared here this week. 
Peer is in B. A. on a tour of Latin | 
America. While here he is reorgan- | 
izing his company, Editorial Argen- | 
tina de Music Internation (EDAMI) | 
along ‘strictly U. S. lines’ to take ad- | 
vantage of increasing possibilities in 
S. A., he said. 








numbers are built up more. As an 
example, he cites Mexico, whose eco- 
nomic conditions are somewhat simi- 


the half-hour was ‘Dolores.’ The of places where U. S. music, for ex- 
next night (Wednesday) he did ample, is heard is comparatively 
‘Stardust’ and on the following limited. Foreign stuff doesn’t hold 


broadcast (Thursday) Dorsey again 
confined himself to one ASCAP tune, 
‘Hallelujah,’ while on Friday he re- 
frained from doing ‘a single ASCAP 
number. What burns the ASCAPites 
is that now that they have a net- 
work for the exploitation of their 
music they are faced with a hostile 
bandleader who controls five half 


much interest outside of B. A. and 
therefore Peer believes in concen- 
trating in the metropolis. 

Peer’s biggest competition will 
come from Julio Korn, local maga-. 
zine and music publisher, who han- 
dles the Marks and other U. S. cat-' 
alogs. Peer believes he’ll be able to 
beat Korn because the latter has no 
hours of time they currently regard particular inducement to plug U. S.| 
as very valuable. It is reported that music. Casa Neumann, another large | 
Dorsey had the choice of going WJZ local publisher, works on a similar 
or WOR, NBC-Blue and Mutual keys 
in New York, respectively, but he} Robbins, Feist, Miller, Famous Music, 
elected to tie up with WOR. | Paramount and others. 


this accounts, 


system. Neumann represents Berlin, || 


It’s frankly a 
case of itching for activity, and the 


boys are really throwing themselves 


into their work. So much so, that 
presumably, for the 
relative paucity of BMI tunes, where 
a station has both ASCAP and 
Broadcast Music, Inc., licenses. 





Franz Waxman turned in the 
score for Metro’s ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde.’ 








Professional managers of publish- cause and claims that it learned that 
ing houses affiliated with the! WWVA, Wheeling, W. Va. which 
American Society of Composers, | °"8mates the program had obtained 


4 a pledge from Joh j 
Authors and Publishers charged last Wheeling Steel Co's “aan 


week that persons connected with manager, not to use ASCAP i 
2 . , mus 
NBC and Columbia were by in- wwvaA is an affiliate of both =~ 
nuendo bringing pressure to bear NBC-blue and Steitunt icin 
on remote name bands broadcasting | Schreiber, manager for WGN a 
over Mutual. These bands, accord- cago, and a friend of Grimes, foes 
ing to the professional managers, | on the latter in Wheeling during the 











have been advised that they were past weekend with = 

not serving their best self interests straightening out the dhintion - 

by doing this they might be jeopard- | 

izing their commercial programs or 

possibilities of getting a commer-, COCA-COLA EXTENDS 

Friday (23) firmly denied any one 

in their organizations was engaging 

allied bands were telling this sort| Coca-Cola yesterday (Tuesday) re- 

of story they were doing it to avoid; newed its recording contract for 

pluggers. | casting System effective June 1. It's 
Another alleged incident having #82!" for five programs a week. 

_ tual involves the network dtself and 

|a client, the Wheeling Steel Co. | Edward Kay and Harry Tobias 

| did not propose to use any ASCAP | Sixteen’ at Monogram, ‘Let’s Do a 

numbers on this past Sunday’s (25) Little Dreaming,’ ‘Harlem Honey- 


by playing ASCAP tunes and ee 
cial. Both NBC and CBS officials | 

WORLD DISC CONTRACT 
in such tactics and that if Mutual- 
the pressure from ASCAP song another 52 weeks with World Broad. 
to do with ASCAP music on Mu-| Series is now on 212 stations. 
| When MBS heard that the account | cleffed three numbers for ‘Sweet 
program it inquired around for the moon’ and the title song. 











PSS 


Seller 








(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes throughout the 
country, as repogted by the major coin-machine distributors from coast to coast, 


to Variety. Names of 


more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in 


order of popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings and 


respective publishers.) 
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* | Benny Goodmanj Columbia 
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Columbia 
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(5) Paramount 








| 3 OhLookAtMeNow . . 
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(These recordings a 


Sorrento ... 


Daddy ..... 


G’bye Now.. 





demand on the coin machines.) 


Everything Happens to Me.. 


Nighty Night....... 


Let’s Get Away from it All.. 
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~ ASCAP’s Been Takin’ It a-Plenty 


Within a period of two months the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers has had to take it from judges, who, when they 
served in the U. S. Senate, were considered as the most implacable 
Congressional foes that the Society had ever had to contend with in 
all its history. It was Federal Judge Ryan Duffy in March who im- 
posed the fines in the settling of the Government’s Milwaukee anti- 
trust case, and on Monday (26) it was Justice Hugo Black’s view- 
point on price-fixing that served as the basis for the U. S. Supreme 
Court’s unanimous ruling against ASCAP. 

Recalled in ASCAP circles yesterday (Tuesday) was an incident in 
which Judge Black and ASCAP figured in the early '30s. The occa- 
sion was a hearing before the Senate patents and copyright committee, 
and during it Black and the late Nathan Burkan, as ASCAP counsel, 
engaged in a passage of bitter acrimony that remained the topie of 
conversation in the music business for a long time. 


Justice Hugo Black Writes Opinion 
Supporting States Versus ASCAP: 








| $3,000 or more in damages. 





BACKGROUND ON 
FLORIDA'S ACTION 


The Florida anti-ASCAP nate | 
had its second inning before U. S.! 
Supreme Court on Monday (26). The 
first round was staged on April 17, 











| ASCAP Leaders See Stalleroo: ig 
Feeling Grows Society's Future 


Demands Aggressive Methods 





1939, with ASCAP the victor. At | 
that time ASCAP had locally ob- 
tained an injunction against the 


Jack Kapp to L. A. 
Florida statute, whereupon the State 


of Florida hauled the whole thing! Jack Kapp, Decca _ Recording 
into the Supreme Court on the prez, has gone to the Coast for a 
grounds that such an injunction , fast couple of weeks. 

could not be issued without demon-| Won’t supervise any name waxing 
stration that ASCAP was suffering now, as is usual, when he sits in on 
At the the Bing Crosby and kindred plat- 
same time ASCAP won a decision ters, but will set plans for an in- 
over the State of Washington which tensive recording schedule as soon 
had refused to admit a complaint by as the crooner gets clear of his film 
ASCAP against its anti-ASCAP law, chores later in the season. 











Probably Encourages New Attacks 


| 


+2 
a 








Washington, May 27. 
State legislatures can outlaw price- 


fixing ‘combinations’ of copyright) 
owners, the U. S. Supreme Court | 
held Monday (26) in two unanimous , 
decisions (with one judge not par-| 
ticipating) setting the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers back on its heels. New) 
York Federal Court consent decree) 
does not constitute carte blanche for | 


Tin Pan Alley to join hands in lay-| , 
More ASCAP Coin 


Is That Bad? 








Hollywood, May 27. 
Being placed in class 3A by 
his draft board isn’t such a bad 
break, opined Ben Oakland, 
songwriter. 
‘It’s better than my ASCAP 
rating,’ he quipped. 





ing down uniform reproduction 
terms. ¥ 
In a decision by Associate Justice 


also on the grounds that there 
weren’t $3,000 in damages. P 
Self-Service 
- 
Music Racks 


In short, the first court round was 
Working Well 


on a technicality. At that time, the | 
majority decision expressly said: 
‘We find it unnecessary to decide 
whether this unincoroporated asso- 
ciation (i.e. ASCAP) has standing_to 

sue and confine our decision to the 

amount in controversy between the 

members of the Society and the de- 

Black dissented. Said he: ‘I be-| Members of the Music Publishers 
lieve the decree enjoining and); Protective Association were  in- 
a. Mp me a er oe | formed Monday (26) of the effective- 
_monopolistic price fixing shou e! : : 
| reversed because (1) no showing has: Oe 9 weed raged md meaning 
| been made that casts any doubt upon | as a merchandising medium in a let- 
a State’s power to prohibit monop- | ter received from the MPPA’s chair- 
, Olistie price fixing, (2) complainants’ man, Walter G. Douglas. The infor- 





fendants... Thus ASCAP won sim- | 
ply because it could show enough | 
damages requisite to Federal litiga- | 
tion. 

In both of these instances, Justice | 








ae | 


——— 


By BEN BODEC 


Board of directors of the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers met yesterday after- 
noon (Tuesday) the 


progress, if any, made in contract 
negotiations with NBC and CBS, 
and to determine what action should 
be taken to bring about a showdown 
with these networks. The special 
meeting was called after a majority 
of the directors had in private con- 
| versations come to the conclusion 
| that NBC and CBS had no intention 
of consummating a deal in the im- 
mediate future and that regardless 
of the several discussions that NBC 
and CBS representatives have held 
with ASCAP executives during the 
past week the two webs were set on 
' stalling the matter until the fall. 


As the ASCAP directors went into 
their conference yesterday there was 
a strong disposition among the more 
influential of them to meet the situ- 
ation with drastic strategy. This 

‘group has been expressing itself as 
favoring the immediate filing of a se- 
ries of conspiracy suits against NBC, 
CBS, the National Association of 
Broadcasters and numerous stations 
affiliated with the two networks. 
The amount of damages cited in the 
| discussion of such triple damage ac- 
_ tions has ranged from $25,000,000 to 
$100,000,000. These ASCAPites have 


to review 


Hugo L. Black, the highest tribunal 
upheld the validity of both the 
Florida and Nebraska statutes at- 
tacked by ASCAP, declaring the 
Federal copyright law does not 
establish the right of copyright- 
holders to pool their resources and 
take actions which state legislatures 
forbid as restraints of trade. 


What- 


From Cafes, Hotels; 
U.S. Spending More 


ever the legislatures deem contrary | 


to the public interest can be forbid- 
den as long as the Federal Consti- 
tution is not impinged, Justice Black 
said. 


cept Associate Justice Frank Murphy 


| nightclubs, 


Opinion in which all members ex- ' 





License income of the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers from such sources as 
hotels, and dancehalls 


ihas picked up substantially dur- 


(former U. S. Attorney General) | 


joined was a green light for anti- 
ASCAP legislatures. At least, until 
Congress gives legislative sanction to 
pooling of copyrights. 

Specifically, the final umpires re- 
versed the decision of the three- 
judge Federal court which enjoined 
enforcement of all of the 1937 
Florida law and part of the 1939 
Florida statute, affirmed the failure 
to ban application of the remainder 
of the 1939 Florida law, and reversed 
the injunction against the Nebraska 
act. A cornplete loss for Gene Buck 
& Co. 


The lower courts committed errors 
in holding that all of the 1937 Florida 
and the Nebraska statutes were un- 
enforceable because parts of them 
were deemed to violate the Federal 
Constitution, Justice Black ex- 
plained. Separability clauses are 
enough to save the remainder of the 
Statutes—the portions which are 
most unpalatable to ASCAP. The 
sections not considered, the Supreme 
Court spokesman explained in his 
oral summary of the formal, written 
opinion, were the most pertinent and 
the only ones that really should have 
been taken into account. 


Thus, in back-handed fashion, the 
highest court gave a go-ahead sign to 
State attorneys general who want to 
compel ASCAP to do business on a 
per-piece basis if Tin Pan Alley 
wants to operate in their states. The 
copyright pool clearly comes within 
the challenged laws, Justice Black 
remarked. 

Re: Injunctions 


: Federal court injunctions prevent- 
ing enforcement of state laws should 
not be granted as a matter of course, 
the decision said, even if they are 
unconstitutional. Mere apprehension 
that damage will be done is insuf- 
ficient to justify restraining orders, 
and the statements of local prosecu- 
tors that they will crack down on 
anybody who does not obey the 
State statutes cannot be construed as 
‘threats’ of immediate and irrepara- 
ble damage. 


‘The imminence and immediacy of 
proposed enforcement, the nature of 
the threats actually made, and the 
exceptional and irreparable injury 
which complainants would sustain 
if those threats were carried out are 
among the vital allegations which 
must be shown to exist before re- 

(Continued on page 42) 


ing the past two months. As 
compared to the income for a like 
period a year ago the increase 
amounts to 10%. John G. Paine, 
ASCAP general manager, thinks that 


| this development reflects a general 


| 
| 


upswing in spending for diversion. 
Not only are more spots being 
opened up, according to Paine, but 
many established places are install- 
ing live music. 

The Maine and New Hampshire 
territories are now being operated 
directly by ASCAP through its Bos- 
ton office. Licensing in these states 
had previously been handled by 
local lawyer-reps. 


SAYS PUBLIC HAILS 
ASCAP MUSIC RETURN 


Minneapolis, May 27. 

Return of ASCAP music to WLOL 
stimulated listener interest from the 
very outset, according to E, P. Shu- 
rick, manager of the station, Mutual 
outlet here. “There was much com- 
ment after the opening Sunday night 
coast-to-coast broadcast,’ says Shu- 
rick. “Telephone calls that night and 
the next day were more numerous 
than for some time, and we had 
many inquiries regarding the extent 
to which the ASCAP numbers would 
be on the air. 

‘Return of such old favorites as 
‘Tea for Two’ in the programs of the 
remote control bands after 10 p.m. 
seems to be arousing particular en- 
thusiasm.’ 

As fast as it can negotiate the con- 
tract, Shurick says, WLOL will ob- 
tain a complete ASCAP license, per- 
mitting it to broadcast ASCAP num- 
bers originating here. 











Alfred Settles Suit 


Suit of Alfred Music Co., Ince., 
against Bregman, Vocco & Conn, 
Inc., Joe Audino, Nick di Rocco and 
Bill Keeshan, was settled and dis- 
continued out of the N. Y. federal 
court. Action claimed plagiarism in 
the song, ‘Let’s All Sing Together’ of 
plaintiff's song, ‘Valzer Trullallero.’ 

Plaintiff’s song was written by C. 
Bruno and E. Di Lazzaro, and it was 
assigned to Alfred Music, July 26, 
1938. Defendants’ song was pub- 
lished Feb. 1, 1940. An injunction, 
accounting of profits, and damages 
had been asked 


(ASCAP) failed to 
| burden of showing $3,000 in con- 
, troversy, as required by statute, (3) 
, the court below failed to require a} 
| bond or other conditions adequate to | 
| protect the people in Florida who 
— be injured by the injunc- 
PRiae 


BMI ROYALTY 





sustain their! mation came in the form of a re- 
| port for the period beginning April | 
| 1940, and ending April 1941, 





CHECKS LATE 


| Broadcast Music, Inc., last week | 
sent a circular letter to its writers 
advising them that because of audit- 








| networks available for exploitation | 


| taken the position that the worst as 
far as they are concerned has al- 
ready happened and that only 
| through a series of hard-hitting of- 


(Continued on page 42) 


WARNERS WARN 

report was a statistical breakdown | 

showing the actual percentage of | 

sales for each location. | R ENEWA LS 
Douglas’ letter remarked that 

when music conditions returned to | 

normal agd all publishers had radio 


and | 
dealt exclusively with the J. J. 
Newbery stores, 


There were altogether 121 self- 
service racks in operation during 
this period, 71 of them installed in 
1940 and the balance this year. In 
the course of the 12 months 97,173 
copies of music were shipped for 
these racks and 21,276 copies were | 
returned, making a net sale of 75,859 
copies, or 78.6%. Appended to the | 








an effort would be made to induce As the result of its victory in the 


ing difficulties it has been found nec- 
essary to postpone their royalty 
\statements for the first quarter of 
/1941. The letter stated that these 
statements, which were due April 30, 
would be mailed out at the latest 
June 15 and that thereafter the ac- 
countings would be available regu- 
jlarly on the 30th of the month fol- 
| lowing the particular quarter. 

| BMI also has yet to determine how 
'much is due for performing uses on 
works broadcast by its subscribers 
prior to Jan. 1. Writers involved 
were paid off for that period on an | 
estimated basis and informed that 
the differences would be forthcom- 
ing after the performance auditing 
system had been perfected. 

Sidney M. Kaye, BMI v.p., stated 
Friday (23) that this system has now 
reached the point where one girl can 
audit in two days the logs of a sta- 
tion for 30 days and give a detailed 
breakdown of useages by publisher 
and writers. 


| other chains to adopt the rack de- 
| vice for the resumption of sheet 
music as an article of sale in their 
stores. 


KWK Steps in as ASCAP 
‘Status Shuts Out KMOX 


| From St. Louis Civic Event 





St. Louis, May 27. 

Because music-lyrics by Sigmund 
Romberg and Oscar Hammerstein 
2nd, of ‘New Orleans,’ which will be 
world-preemed in the alfresco thea- 
tre in Forest Park on June 5, is con- 
trolled by ASCAP, the local CBS out- 
let here, KMOX, will not broadcast 
the annual guarantors’ dinner of the 
Municipal Theatre Assn. the night 
| before the 12-week season gets un- 
der way. In previous years song 
| hits from several of the pieces pre- 
sented during the season have been 
warbled by top singers and the en- 
tire proceedings carried by approx- 
imately 65 CBS owned and affiliated 





DOWN MEXICO WAY 


Robbins Veers From Congarhumba 
To Mex Songsmiths 








i. eee . stations. 
Jack Robbins held a Pan-American ; : 
eke: niece da . It will be the first time in four 
powwow at his New York offices; + wher a gies 
Friday (23), which was attended by years that KMOX, which paid al) of 


‘ging he expenses except those of the or- 
several of the leading Mexican songs- the exp E : ft th 


chestra and chorus, will be out of the 


writers, including Maria Grever (‘Ti- | ~. 

ts ay eee * ; picture. KWK is the sole Mutual 
Pi-Tin’), Alberto Dominguez (‘Fren- ; , , 
esi’), Jorge Negrete, Chucho Mar station in St. Louis and Ray Dady, 
aes . , ee station mawtiager, Romberg, Ham- 


'tinez Gili, Gonzalez Cureal, Ramon 
| Armengod and Mario Ruiz. Purpose 
|of the meeting was to seek means of 
obtaining greater recognition for 
Mexico’s popular music. 

Robbins informed the writers he 
was opening larger offices in Mexico 
City within the next few weeks. This 
would be added to his Latin-Ameri- 
can network of outlets, which now 
comprise offices in Havana, Rio de 
Janeiro, Buenos Aires; also in Barce- 
lona, Spain. 

Robbins Music has signed Ruiz, ) 
to an exclusive songwriting contract. 
First tunes to be published under the 
new agreement are ‘Estoy Enamo- 
rado,’ ‘Fe,’ ‘Coral,’ ‘Enigma’ and 
‘Cuando Tu Vuelvas.’ 


merstein and Paul Beisman, mgr. of 
the Municipal Theatre Assn., are 
huddling on plans to air ‘the dinner 
affair. The acoustics in the Gold 
Room at Hotel Jefferson, where the 
dinner will be held, are none too 
good and there is a possibility a re- 
cording of the top tunes in ‘New Or- 
leans’ will be made elsewhere and 
played back for the diners and other 
Mutual stations. 





Given Schoch, who operates a 
professional. model studio in Philly, 
authored ‘Rise Up and Shine Up 
America,’ musie by Dave Babcock 
and Duke Morgan. Independently 
published in Philadelphia. 


‘When Irish Eyes Are Smiling’ case 
the Warner Bros. music publishing 
group, in a circular letter to the 
trade this week put all concerned on 


| notice against acquiring the renewal 
| rights to works published prior to 
| 1932 by WB firms. The Warner letter 
| points out that prior to the adoption 
|of the Standard Uniform Popular 


Songwriters Contract in 1932 by the 
industry the agreements used by the 
WB firms granted the latter the re- 
newal rights of a work as well as the 
original copyright. 

‘This advise,’ states the WB letter, 
‘is sent you so that you may not, as 
others have done, act to your own 
disadvantage in attempting to secure 
rights in or under renewals of copy- 
right which are already owned by 


us.’ The assignment of the renewal! 


rights, in the pre-1932 contracts, ac- 
cording to Warners, was an auto- 
matic one, so that the writers in- 


volved have no choice as the renew- 
als become due, but to turn such 
rights over to the WB catalog con- 
cerned. The Warner catalogs are 
Harms, Inc., M. Witmark & Son, 
Remick Music Corp. and New World 
Music Corp. 

Judge Edward A. Conger in the 
N. Y. federal court Monday (26) is- 
sued his findings of fact and conclu- 
sions of Jaw in the ‘When Irish Eyes 
Are Smiling’ case. The defendants 
in this suit were Fred Fisher Music 
Co., Mills Music Co. and George 
Graff, Jr. 


Song had been written by Ernest 
Ball, Chauncey Olcott and Graff. 
Witmark’s action was primarily di- 
rected against Fisher and Graff. who 
had just before the renewal rights 
became due assigned them to Fisher. 
Witmark contended that Graff had 
assigned to it this same right when 
he made his original royalty agree- 
ment, and Graff’s counsel advanced 
the counter-argument that such an 
assignment was invalid because it 
had been granted years before the 
renewal rights became Graff’s under 
the law. Judge Conger in his ruling 
stated that as long as the writer was 
alive when the renewal became due 
he had no choice but to convey the 
sights he had agree to yield in the 
original contract. 
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which it has been maintained have 
become obsolete as far as the law | 
of the United States in 1941 A.D. is 
concerned. Some see ASCAP’s ulti- | 
mate function as a collection agency, 
akin to Harry Fox’s (Music Publish- 
ers Protective Ass’n) trusteeship on 
synchronization and kindred rights. | 

Revolutionary Decision 

ASCAP had been founded upon | 
the French system of royalty com- 
pensation and now the U.S. Supreme 
Court, obviously influenced by the 
many industrial ramifications _at- | 
tached to music uses, has laid down , 
the dictum that a performing right | 
is no more free of monopolistic re- | 
Straints than a plant turning out. 
aluminum pots. It’s a revolution in 
legalistic thinking and destroys with 
one swoop the theories maintained | 
by outstanding jurists for many | 
years that the copyright law grants , 
a copyright owner a monopoly in his 
work, and that this monopoly was 
not subject to the same regulations 
as other articles of commerce. 

The Circuit Court of Appeals 
which had passed on the Nebraska 
case held that ASCAP, in fact, was a 
monopoly, but that the state law 
went too far in the amount of bur- 
dens and penalties imposed on 
ASCAP and that the whole thing 
tended toward confiscation. Justice 
Hugo L. Black, rated by ASCAP 
as one of its bitterest foes when he 


‘in Nebraska and Florida will find 
‘ties designated to supervise the law, 


from the individual copyright own- 
‘ers and the probabilities of having 


' inscribed on the soundtracks of films 


|!and rehabilitate their interests. 


ASCAP Revamp? 


Continued from page 1 


————__— 





licensing, so that the users in Ne- | 
braska and Florida are free to deal 
direct with the members. 

ASCAP is confident that the user- 
groups that fostered the legislation 


that they have gained a Pyrrhic vic- 
tory. They, and the state authori- 


will be faced with constant turmoil 
and anxiety over obtaining rights 


violated the infringement provision 
of the copyright law. 

Of particular curiosity to ASCAP 
is how the picture theatres in those 
states will react to the situation, 
since the music they use is already 


coming into their houses; thus leav- 
ing them no choice of individual 
bargaining for their musical product. 

















ASCAP Leaders 


Continued from page 41 











fensives can they hope to salvage 
NBC ‘Know Nothing’ 

Last week representatives of} 
ASCAP issued statements that the) 
Society was close to getting together 
with NBC on a deal, but high NBC) 


Jack Mills in Pre-Trial 


Exam; Carmichael Suing 


Jack Mills, president of Mills 
Music, Inc., and Gotham Music Serv- 
ice, Inc., was ordered to appear for 
an examination before trial on June) 
5 in N. Y. supreme court in connec- 


NBC-CBS Plugs ‘% 


Following compilation of plugs on NBC and Columbia’s New York outlets 
(WEAF, WJZ and WABC) for the week beginning Saturday, May 17 and 
ending Friday, May 23, from 6:30 a.m. to 1 a.m., was furnished intact by 
Broadcast Music, Inc. This data was not collected via listening post but 
from logs provided BMI by the networks. BMI expects to set up listening 








tion with a $20,000 suit against the 
corporations by Hoagy Carmichael, 
songwriter. Examination was ordered | 
by Justice F. Carew in N. Y. supreme 
court yesterday (Tuesday). 
Carmichael is suing for royalties, 
on 12 songs which were delivered | 
to the defendants between 1924- 
1930. The songs involved are ‘Star- 
dust,” ‘What Kind of Man is You,’ 
‘Manhattan Rag,’ ‘River Boat Shuffle,’ 
‘Boneyard Shuffle,’ ‘Washboard 
Blues,’ ‘March of the MHoodlums,’ 
‘Harvey,’ ‘Barbaric,’ ‘High and Dry,’ 
‘South Breeze’ and ‘My Sweet.’ De- 
fendants claim to have paid in full. 


BMI Board - 
In D.C. June 3 
On FCC Mission 


Board of directors of Broadcast 
Music, Inc., will not hold its sched- 
uled meeting in New York Tuesday 
(3) because most of them will be in 
Washington that day attending the 
hearing on the White resolution be- 
fore the Senate’s Interstate Com- 
merce Commission. This hearing is 
slated to open Monday (2). The res- 
olution seeks an investigation of the 
FCC’s authority to regulate the busi- 
ness relationship between the net- 
works and their affiliates. 

The BMI board may hold the meet- | 
ing as soon as the senatorial com- 
mittee has adjourned its hearing. 


ANTI-ASCAP BILL 
WITHDRAWN IN CAL. 


Sacramento, Cal., May 27. 














post through students at either N. Y. U. or Columbia University by June 9, 
so that a daily recap of plugs on these network stations can be available 
to those interested. 
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Mutual Network Plugs 


The following tabulation of network popular music performances is con- 
fined to WOR, New York release for Mutual Broadcasting System. 
The compilation herewith covers the week beginning May 19 (Monday) 
and ending May 25 (Sunday), from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m., and is based on daily 
recapitulations furnished by Accurate ‘Reporting Service, which maintains 
its own listening posts. 





PUBLISHER TOTAL 


TITLE 
SOTO. ; > ONE AIO oa 0.65 66 Cho crew nses 6oeeuds Paramount .... 15 
I Found a Million-Dollar Baby.............cccccecsoes ee 10 
TORI Th TORING so ooia tc ee ete he pes ces deceseeeene OO” ae G 
Pe Oe, ee ee ere aries ren oe ry ea y Embassy Pry 9 
ey OO EN re ee mre ere err | a ae 8 
My Sister and 1......ccccccccccsevesscvcssccccscccsces ME GASV kes 0th 8 
Ne ae a hy cals RPEECV LAG TERE OC COS SED EE ES Schuberth 7 
OS, oe” Serr rem erer Err re tere Shapiro ....... 7 
Pe. MERE SS CREEL Te PECs EE Marks Sea deals ase 5 
ee RE TT ORCL CCT. CETTE CART COREL TELE po) 5 
PG Bae eo ee ee ee ere ern eee eee eee ees Shapiro ....... 5 
ere Ce er vee ee Tee e Lee Te Schumann .... 5 
These Things You Lett Me. 2.0.00 cicccsccccescceteccns Pee 5 
You’re Dangerous...*Road to Zanzibar.........eeee0- re 5 





* Filmusical excerpt. 














adopted the Cashman resolution call- 
ing for the enforcement of the law 








Black Decision | 


passed by the 1941 legislature relat- 











officials kept insisting that they | Jack Tenney, Los Angeles song- ing to ASCAP. The law requires li- 


' ‘knew of nothing that had happened writer-assemblyman, has withdrawn | , a = censing of all ASCAP agents in Wis- 
which could justify such a predic- his anti-ASCAP bill and placed it on | straint of criminal proceedings is consin and stipulates that they shall 
ition. ASCAP’s conferences with . | justified,’ Justice Black commented. pay to the State 25% of all gross re- 
|CBS have not been so intensive, and ‘Yet from the lack of considera- | ceipts collected for the playing of 


served in the U. S. Senate, obvious- 
ly seized upon this monopoly ad- 
mission for the keystone of his far- 
reaching decision. 


BMI and SESAC 











Continued from page 41 


the inactive file, killing it for this 





These trade lawyers say that they 
do not see how Broadcast Music, 


tures of the Nebraska-Florida laws 
any more than ASCAP, or such 
other performing rights organization 
as the Society of European State 
Authors and Composers (SESAC) 
and Associated Music Pubtishers, 
Inc. (AMP). 

BMI, they pointed out, might, de- 
spite its control by the broadcasting 
industry, be called an extension of 
the monopoly backward, and even 
though BMI is expected to do any- 
thing it’s told to do in these states, 
it would still put in a none-too- 
profitable position the interests of 
publishers with whom it holds con- 
tracts, such as E. B. Marks Music 
Corp., M. M. Cole, Inc., et al. 

In ASCAP, the point stressed was 
that the Society will still be oper- 
ating, beginning with next Tuesday 
(3), under a Government consent 
decree which legalizes it as far as 
the Federal courts are concerned. 
ASCAP officials stated that they 
could not see wherein the Nebraska- 
Florida decisions would seriously 
affect the Society’s methods of do- 
ing business in the future as far as 
the country in general is concerned. 
All the Society will do is to refuse 
to grant any licenses to broadcasters, 
dancehalls, theatres, hotels, etc., in 
these states, so that such users, to 
protect themselves against the penal- 
ties of the Federal law, as provided 
for in the copyright act, will have 
to get in touch directly with the in- 
dividual copyright owners. 

ASCAP Stance 

These ASCAP officials hold that 
the Black opinion is not as sweep- 
ing, in so far as the Society's re- 
vised business structure is con- 


; session of the legislature. He gave 


| came from network 
Inc., can escape the* business stric- | further discussions might have to be 
| deferred until web officials have had 


okay for Mutual, 


yesterday (Tuesday) intimations 
sources. that 


an opportunity to study the impli- 
cations of the U.S. supreme court’s 
decisions in the Nebraska and Flor- 
ida cases. It was stated that they 
didn’t want to enter into an agree- 
ment and then find that it was not 
operable under those decisions, 
ASCAP Adamant 

In its discussions of the past week 
NBC has found ASCAP adamant 
about reducing the flat commercial 
fee (3%) contained in the Mutual 
agreement, but the indications are 
that NBC in its negotiations will not 
concern itself with this point as 
much as its drive to get such added 
discounts as to reduce substantially 
the total annual amount it will have 
to pay ASCAP on- netWork busi- 
ness. NBC also wants ASCAP to 
make several basic changes in its 
flat sustaining fees on the ground 
that while the terms contained in 
the Mutual contract may be okay for 
the high income stations they will 
put the stations with incomes of 
from $150,000 to $50,000 in a position 
of paying more than they have in 
the past. So far, according to NBC, 
ASCAP has shown no tendency to 
make concessions on either counter 
propositions. 

Under the Mutual-ASCAP dea] 
the reductions include a scale of 
sales commissions on net sales which 
range from 15% for the first $1,000,- 
000 to 1% on more than $20,000,000. 
NBC contends that this s¢ale may be 


NBC’s far greater volume of income 
it is much too limited and if there 
is to be a deal ASCAP must revise 
the scale all along the line. 


but because of | 


cerned, as they might seem at first | Sustaining Scale 


glance. The decisions merely pro- 
vide that’ any substantial group 
which fixes a price for music is in 
restraint of trade, but, according to 
ASCAP, there.is nothing in this con- 
straint which prevents it from con- 
tinuing to function as a policing and 
collecting agency. Under the con- 
sent decree ASCAP has no exclusive 
right to grant licenses. The copy- j 
right owners allied with ASCAP re-> 
tain equally rights of bargaining and 


The sustaining scale that NBC ob- 
jects to provides for the monthly 
payment by a station of an amount 
equal to its highest one-hour pub- 
lished rate, but this at no time is to 
exceed one and a half times the rate 
the station paid in 1940. NBC’s con- 
tention is that this arrangement 
would hit the outlets'in the middle 
‘brackets hard and’ that this scale 
must be revised that these stations 
would be required to pay slightly 


no reason for abandoning the meas- 
ure, but it’s understood he feels that 
the Society is living up to the pro- 


ly no need for the legislation at this 


| Gov. Culbert Olson signed a meas- 
ure requiring managers to guarantee 
wages for actors and others em- 
|ployed in theatrical 
| Bill provides that managers must 
| post security for such payments with 
a bank or trust company to cover 
the wages. Law is effective 90 days 
after the adjournment of the legis- 
| lature. 





‘U.S. Record Reorg Plan 
| OK'd in N.Y. Yesterday 


The plan of reorganization of the 
|U. S. Record Corp. was approved 
formally yesterday (Tuesday) by 

Judge Vincent L. Leibell in N. Y. 
federal court, following approval of 
the plan by 92% of the creditors. An 
affidavit of Lowell A. Mayberry, 
treasury of the company, disclosed 
that of 69 claims filed and a total of 
| $43,881 allowed, 53 which amounted 
| to $40,827 approved the plan. 

The plan provides for a transfer 
of all property to a group of officers 
and directors of the old company, 
headed by Eli E. Oberstein, with 
these officers agreeing to pay 14% 
to umsecured creditors and all 
priority and administration claims in 
full. Administration claims will 
amount to $3,490. A total of $67,000 
in claims have been expunged. U. S., 
‘Record applied for reorganization in 
| September, 1940. 





productions. | 


|tion accorded to this aspect of the 
complaint, both by complainants in 
|presenting their case and by the 


it is clearly apparent that there was 
a failure to give proper weight to 
| what is in our eyes an essential pre- 
requisite to the exercise of this 
equitable power. The clear im- 
port of this record is that the 
|court below thought that if a Fed- 
eral court finds a many-sided state 
criminal statute unconstitutional, a 
mere statemen@by a prosecuting of- 
ficer that he intends to perform his 
| duty is sufficient justification to war- 
rant the Federal court in enjoining 
all state prosecuting officers from in 
j}any way enforcing the statute in 
question. Such, however, is not the 
| rule.’ 


Not Irreparably Hurt 

There was no showing of ‘excep- 
tional circumstances’ or any proof 
that ASCAP was in ‘great and im- 
mediate’ danger of being irrepar- 
ably hurt,-according to the Supreme 
Court spokesman. Justice Black 
added that, under the dual system of 
government, the Florida Supreme 
Court—not a Federal tribunal—has 
the final say on the meaning of 
Florida laws, noting that while somé 
features may be unconstitutional, 
others may pass the test. 

‘Passing upon the possible sig- 
nificance of the manifold provisions 
of a broad statute in advance of ef- 
forts to apply the separate provi- 


sions is analagous to rendering an | 


advisory opinion upon a statute or a 
deciaratory judgment upon a hy- 
pothetical case,’ Justice Black repri- 
manded. 

The Supreme Court, while leaving 
the way open for ASCAP to con- 


aie ~ |court below in reaching a decision, | 
| visions of the reforms demanded in | 


his bill and that there is consequent- | 


copyright music in the State. 


The Secretary of State is held re- 
sponsible for enforcement. 


Meantime Robert Hess, ASCAP at- 
torney, testified on Saturday that 
ASCAP has from 1,000 to 1,200 con- 
tracts with users of its copyrighted 
music in Wisconsin, exclusive of ra- 
dio stations. The statement was made 
during an adverse examination be- 
fore Court Commisisoner Morris 
Stern. 


Hess has filed a suit for infringe- 
ment of copyright against Wiley 
Young, operator of the Allis House 
in West Allis, charging that Young 
played ‘The Waltz You Saved for Me’ 
without permission of Leo Feist, Inc., 
owner of the copyright or payment 
of a copyright fee. 


The ASCAP attorney admitted for 
the purposes of the record that 
ASCAP has’ been operating in Wis- 
| consin without a license as required 
| by a law passed in 1939. He said 
also that he felt the law in question 
was aimed at ASCAP alone. 

Fred Wright, Jr., attorney for 
Young, asked if it were true that 
ASCAP collected $75,000 a year from 
Wisconsin users of copyright music 
outside of radio. Hess refused to 
give any figures in reply beyond 
stating that the $75,000 figure was 
not true. 


The hearing was adjourned to to- 
day (Tuesday). 





3% in Carolina 

Columbia, S. C., May 27. 
South Carolina makes the latest 
|state with a law requiring the 
American Society of Composers, 
_Authors and Publishers to pay a tax 
/on the revenue collected locally. 


heveana challenging individual provi- 


sions of the statutes, directed the 


less and not more than they did in| lower courts to tear up their re- 





1940. 

NBC has yet to enter into a dis- 
/cussion with ASCAP on a par pro- 
gram plan which it can offer its affil- 
iates as an alternative to the blanket 
ararngement. NBC holds that the 
|per program plan as contained in 
the Mutual contract provides for 
both a floor and a ceiling, which, ac- 
cording to NBC’s viewpoint, is tan- 
tamount to a flat fee proposition. 


| straining orders. The Nebraska case 
| Was settled in a curt decision refer- 
ring to the Florida litigation, with 
Justice Black commenting 
was even less evidence in Nebraska 
of any threats to do irreparable 
‘harm, 





Unfriendly Wisconsin 
| Milwaukee, May 27. 


there | 


‘This one, as passed by the legisla- 
_ ture last week, call for 3% on the 
gross royalties. Law also required 
_ASCAP to file copies of its composi- 
, tions with the controller general. 

Under the act the theatre, radio, 
hotel, etc., user must deduct the tax 
before forwarding the license fee to 
ASCAP. 





| Milton Berle and Bert Pellish sold 
|their song, ‘Boogie Woogie Rookie,’ 


The State Senate last Thursday to the ‘Jump for Joy’ stage show. 
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Atlantic City Spots, Setting Major 
Talent, Looking to Biggest Season 


| lied Kaliides 


St. Louis, May 27. 








Atlantic City, May 27. 
Decoration Day weekend of- 
ficially opens the Atlantic City sum- 
mer season, but this resort got off to 


a banner start beginning with the) Chris Kalaidge, manager of the 
Easter weekend. From _ od. | shuttered Golden Dragon Club, 
business aud get AE mii downtown nitery, who recently beat 
_Amusemen . rere pesca db criminal assault rap preferred by 
en hovel oq -eagge ol enna F 16-year-old waitress-entertainer in 
say ‘it is t ; , the club, was indicted with his 
oe ae oe hag did | mother dh two estate vd corsage 
score “\ing a i , =. * 
ming with defense industry. These’ ae jong aaeie tae ae 
workers will take numerous short’ and those named have given bonds 
and Nencges | bingo pn al i that pending trial. At the felony trial 
is where Atlan ~ e 4 oi Pler al the chief state witness repudiated 
Frank rg 3 os 4 oe her statement to the cops, then testi- 
= a cite ye nel ond - yn cay Por aga nnn was true 
ombardo’s | 7 an nally, under cross examina- 
and —. any ey A ee a4 tion, said she didn’t know whether 
Saturday, and on undaay, she had been attacked. 
Crosby and his boys play in the; Kalaidge’s mother and sisters are 
newly decorated Marine ballroom.'charged with having given the 
Alex Bartha’s house orch returns at mother of the prosecuting witness 
same time. 
Milton Berle and Dinah Shore top request 
the vaude bill for the three-day bill. | Kalaidge. 
Ben Yost and his singers, popular | 
here for many seasons, return at that 


time. 











that they ‘go easy’ on 





Decoration Day in the Ballroom of| 
the States. Friday and Saturday, 


| about $89 worth of clothes with the | 


Hamid’s Million Dollar Pier opens AGV A EXEC HITS 
with Ben Bernie’s orch playing | 





| 
| 
| 





Will Bradley’s orch plays, with Eddy | 
Morgan’s band and Sylvia and the 
Debs returning for another season’s| 
engagement. Georgie Jessel and) 
Dixie Dunbar top the vaude bill} 
scheduled for the Hippodrome on the | 
Hamid pier for the three days. 

Tom Endicott’s Dude Ranch night 
club opened Saturday (25) to be 
ready for the holiday weekend. 
Babette’s niterie, after elaborate 
alterations, opened early this season 
and bills Owens and Parker for the 
holiday. 

Beachfront hotels 
special entertainment. The Tray- 
more announces opening of the 
Stratosphere Room with Bill Mad- 
den’s orch again playing. Chalfonte- 
Haddon Hall will present its own 
house string orchestra. 

The Round the World Room of the 
Hotel President wiil open for the 
holidays with Ciro Rimac’s band. 
Eddy Morgan will play for Merry- 
Go-Round room of _ Ritz-Carlton 
Hotel. 


DUCHIN WINDING UP 
CLEVE. VAUDE SEASON 


Cleveland, May 27. 

Eddy Duchin, whose orchestra goes 
into the Palace, Friday (30), is 
pulling down the curtains on the 
theatre’s regular vaude semester. 
After his date Nat Holt, division 
manager, intends putting the RKO 
deluxer into the same straight pic- 
ture grind it had last year, with a 
few big-name stage attractions being 
spotted intermittently, 

Holt was prepared to keep the 
house’s footlights burning through 
the dog-days until amusement biz in 
this defense key city went into May 
slump. Attributes it to fact that 
workers in steel plants are so over- 
worked that they haven’t time for 
theatres, and that house-building 
boom as well as car-buying fever is 
absorbing all of their money at pres- 
ent, | 


Betty Bruce, Keith Clark 


In So. American ‘Folies’ 


will put on 











Keith Clark, French magician, and 
Betty Bruce, dancer at Ben Marden’s 
Riviera, roadhouse near New York, 
are latest additions to Clifford C. | 
Fischer’s ‘Folies Bergeres’ which sails | 
mid-July for Rio de Janeiro. It’s due 
to open there Aug. 1 at the Urca 
Casino, 

Fischer, meantime, is opening a 
straight class cafe in Rio, as an in- 
dependent venture, and that will 
have debuted by the time the show- | 
man returns to Rio. 





No More Intros 


Detroit, May 27. 
Don Sherwood, former nitery m.c., 


. has been appointed manager of the 


Club Bob-Lo, swank riverfront com- 
bination restaurant and _ bowling 
alley here. 

For last two years, in addition to 
his m.c. chores, he had been cruise 
director of the Georgian Bay Steam- 
ship Line and in charge of arrang- 
ing shows for the ships. 


'a restaurant, 


‘lar room, Chatterbox, where Baron 


Miami Rhumba Casino 
Passes Into New Hands 


Miami, May 27. 

Deal was set this week for pur- 
chase of last season’s second ranking 
turkey, Tom Cassara’s Rhumba Ca- 
sino, by Lew Walters and Harry 
Heller, operators of the Latin Quar- 
ter. 

Tentative new tag is Club Casa- 
nova. 


Pa. Labor Dept. 
Is Taking Action 
Against ‘Benefits 


Philadelphia, May 27. 

The State Department of Labor & 
Industry acted this week to help 
stamp out the benefit racket. The 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
had been trying to stem the flood 
of requests for cuffo acts coming 
| from political sources, but many per- 
formers had been forced by owners 
of niteries to appear at so-called 
‘benefits,’ which in reality were noth- 
ing more than parties for political 
big-shots. 

Yesterday (Monday) Dick Mayo, 
| executive secretary of AGVA here, 











‘ 9 received a letter from Anthony C. 
| Sharkey, agent-in-charge of the en- 
tertainers unit of the State Depart- 





San Francisco, May 27. 

‘Malcontents’ who have assertedly 
been sniping at the American Guild 
of Variety Artists here were given | 
a verbal tongue-lashing this week by | 
recently appointed local executive | 
secretary Vince Silk. A group, call-| 
ing itself the Actors Betterment 
Committee and headed by Bud} 
O’Brien and Steve Shepard, have as- 
sertedly made allegations against of- 
ficers of the local and circulated a| 
petition demanding an election. 

‘The real facts of the matter,’ Silk 
said in a statement, ‘are that at our 
last meeting a vote of confidence in 
the local and its officers was taken 
and unanimously passed. Some of | 
the malcontents, including O’Brien | 
and Shepard, and supposed dis- 
gruntled members were present at. 
that meeting and given every oOp- 
portunity to bring any ‘grievances’ | 
out into the open. They were asked | 





the chairman, president Lou Ashe, 
but there wasn’t a sound. 

‘In regard to the petition of 127 
supposed signers, many were not | 
even members, others signed with- | 
out reading the petition, or were 
victims of sharp practices.’ 


Ex-French Casino, N.Y., 
Opens as Bowling Alley 


Roxy Center, combining a lavish 
bowling alley and restaurant setup, 
opens today (Wednesday) in the 
basement of the former Earl Carroll 
theatre building, later the French 
Casino. New York. George Schaefer, 
RKO: Nate Spingold and Jack Cohn 
(Columbia) are among the picture 
people financially behind the spot, 
which reputedly cost $200,000 to 
open. 

Besides 20 bowling alleys, spot has 
two cocktail lounges, 
90-foot-bar, plus lockers and show- 
ers. The bowling will be in the light 
of a floorshow for the diners, though 
some of the alleys can be curtained 
off for those who would knock the 


three different times to speak up by | 








pins down in private. 





Pitt’s Wm. Penn Keeping 
Roof Closed 2d Year 


Pittsburgh, May 27. 

William Penn, town’s ace hotel, 
has decided to keep its Urban Roof, 
once class summer spot of the city, 
closed again for second consecutive 
year and will instead convert 150- 
seat Continental Bar once more into 
a-dine-dance spot. Changeover takes 
place May 30, when Wanda and Her | 
Escorts come in for indefinite run. 
At same time, William Penn’s regu- | 


Elliott’s band has been stationed 
since February, will close until next 
September. 

Wanda replaces Frank Andrini 
foursome, which has been at Conti- 
nental Bar for several months. Lat- 
ter, with his present crew aug- 
mented by two more men, moves 
into El Chico, local congarumba spot, 


| June 7 for eight-week stay, succeed- 


ing Ramoni’s rumba ork. 


| doomed. 


ment’s employment division, asking 
that his office be notified of all bene- 
fits. 

‘Unless these affairs receive the 
approval of this office, agents and 
all others concerned will be prose- 
cuted if actors are found working 
without contracts,’ Sharkey wrote. 

Sharkey asserted that he had re- 
ceived ‘many complaints’ in the past 
few weeks from entertainers who 
were working benefits against their 
will. This condition will not be 
tolerated,’ the letter stated. 

Mayor, who formerly was repre- 


| sentative of the Theatre Authority, 


said he would cooperate with the 
State in eliminating the cuffo talent 
evil. Until now the only redress the 


' union has had against a nitery opera- 


tor who forced an act to play bene- 
fits was placing the spot on the un- 
fair list. 


Ft. Worth’s Casa Ends 


Its Show Biz Career; 





Highschool Replacing 





Fort Worth, May 27. 
Casa Manana,* open air cafe-the- 
atre that gained national recogni- 
tion during the 1936 Texas Centen- 


inial with Billy Rose directing, is 
Rose came back in 1937 | 


as director. More shows were staged 
in 1938 and 1939. Every year, how- 
ever, Fort Worth merchants, eager 
to draw outsiders here, held the bag. 
They were willing to take the loss to 
keep Casa Manana on the go. 

-But in 1940 they balked. The cost 


Pete Clifford, Ex-Nitery MLC, 
Murdered In Gangland Fashion 





Nuttery Site Sought 


Pittsburgh, May 27. 

Boogie-Woogie Sherman and 
Sonny Miller, operators of Boogie- 
Woogie Nut Club here, are in At- 
lantic City scouting locations with an 
idea of launching a similar spot at 
seashore for the summer. Taking 
their cue from Mercur Brothers, 
who have a nuttery on outskirts of 
Pittsburgh and tried a winter branch 
two seasons ago in Miami and turned 
it into a big money-maker. 

Sherman worked for Mercurs for 
long time but decided year ago to 
go out on his own with Miller, for- 
mer circulation man for the Pitts- 
burgh Press. If Atlantic City project 


materializes, they’ll keep their local 
place going just the same. 


CHARGES MPLS. 
RUNNING WILD’ 


Minneapolis, May 27. 

With the Law Enforcement League 
here and one of the aldermen charg- 
ing that the lid went off again after 
the primary election and insinua- 
tions of ‘protection’ and ‘night spots 
running wild,’ vice is getting a front 
page play in the local newspapers 
again. 

Alderman Syl Blosky charged be- 
fore the city council policé com- 
mittee that 10 unlicensed all-night 
liquor and gambling spots had re- 











‘The town has opened up all right,’ 
he declared. 

At the same time, the Rev. H. J. 
Soltau, head of the Law Enforce- 
ment league, asked for volunteer 
investigators, alleged that all-night 
liquor and gambling spots were go- 
ing full blast after having been 
closed during the primary election 
campaign. The minister, who is ap- 
pealing from a perjury conviction in 
connection with previous law en- 
forcement activities and who now 
is being charged with voting ille- 
gally, engineered a raid against a 
disorderly house. 

Mayor George E. Leach, who re- 
cently banned ‘Du Barry Was a 
Lady’ ard was defeated for reelec- 
tion in the primary election, con- 
tinues in office until July 1. He is 
|a proponent of an open town, but 
prohibited the appearance of the 
‘DuBarry’ show when Catholic or- 
ganizations protested against it. 








Carroll Readies Fourth 


| 


looked too big and the Casa direc- | 


tors merely announced that 
would be skipped with bigger plans 
Yfooming for 1941. But estimates 
have just been received that it will 
cost $15,000 to remodel the buiiding 
—made entirely of wood. The mer- 
chants shook their heads. 

Casa Manana will be torn down 
and on its site will be erected a mod- 
ern Technical High School. 





A. Robins Booked 
For Atlantico, Rio 


A. Robins is the latest act set for 
South America, the quick-change 
pantomimist sailing June 6 for an 
opening at the Atlantico, Rio de 
Janeiro, June 20. He’ll stay there 
eight weeks, with options. 

Along with Robins, Hal Sands also 
set the booking of Ilona Massey, 
opening at the Urca Casino, Rio, 
early in July. She sails June 20. 


Lucas’ S.F. Nitery Date 


San Francisco, May 27. 
Nick Lucas'- replaces Jimmy 
Durante at the Stairway to the Stars, 
new nitery here, tomorrow (Wednes- 
day). Faith Bacon holds over. 
Balance of the show has been 








1940 | 


Revue in H’wood Nitery 





- Hollywood, May 27. 
| Earl Carroll’s fourth revue at his 
| theatre-restaurant will be unveiled 
| June 4, with the house shuttering 
for three nights after current ex- 
| travaganza winds up Saturday (31). 
Heading the new show will be Bor- 
rah Minevitch and his Harmonica 


Rascals, supported by ‘Think-a- | 
| Drink’ Hoffman, Buster Shaver and | 
his midgets, Olive and George, and | 


the Six Debonairs. Latter two turns 
are holdovers. 

Carroll is negotiating for the slap- 
stick comedy team of Willie, West 
and McGinty. 


Ease St. L. Curfew 


St. Louis, May 27. 

Drinkers of hard liquors in local 
niteries, taverns, etc., will have a 
reasonable time to finish their 
potables after closing time, accord- 
ing to a decision handed down last 
|week by Circuit Judge David J. 
Murphy, who dismissed a temporary 
injunction against the cops and the 











| Missouri State Retail Liquor Deal- 
ers Assn. 
The judge did not fix a reasonable 


time, but called attention to the fact | 


opened after the primary election. | 


Excise Commissioner granted the | 


Miami Beach, May 27. 

Pete Clifford, former nitery enter- 
tainer and owner of a bar here bear- 
ing his name, was shot to death in 
gangland fashion Friday (23) night 
by an unknown assailant. Three 
hours afterward, blonde Jeanette 
| Krohnberg, 24, near whose home the 
shooting occurred, was picked up in 
|a nitery with two women and three 
| men companions. She is being held 
| on an open charge, along with a co- 
| barbecue stand worker, Ida Belle 
| Rosen. Both women are from N. Y. 

According to Clifford’s sister, Mrs. 
Stella H. Venti, who worked in his 
23d street bar, a woman who refused 
to give her name called her brother 
at about 10:50 p. m. Clifford then 
said he was going out for a few 
minutes. 

Witnesses at the scene of the mur- 
der told police and sheriff’s deputies 
that apparently Clifford was either 
attempting to park his automobile or 
turn it around on Jefferson avenue 
when another car drove up. Two 
shots fired from the interior of the 
car struck Clifford in the chest. 

As Clifford attempted to get out 
of his automobile, the gunman 
jumped from the other car, which 
was driven by a woman companion, 
ran around the machine and fired 
three more shots, all hitting Clifford. 
Despite this, Clifford still managed to 
get out of his car and stagger to the 
curb before falling face downward 
on the avenue. 

The woman driver of the death car 
sped away. The gunman disappeared 
afoot without anyone apparently 
making an effort to follow him. 

Ralph C. Pole, Miami Beach peace 
| justice, indicated that the shooting 
| resulted from a ‘love triangle.’ This 
| belief was strengthened by knowl- 
bes of the telephone call from a 
} 








woman, and that Miss Krohnberg 
was alleged to have visited the bar 
less thangtwo hours before the kill- 
ing. 

Clifford, whose real name is Tessi- 
tore, came to Miami Beach six years 
ago from N. Y. He was formerly 
m.e. at the Paddock club, and was 
| reputed at one time to have been 
| interested in the Kit Kat club. He 
purchased the old-Polo Bar on 23d 
street, near Park avenue, last fall, 
and changed the name to Pete Clif- 
| ford’s, 

Reputedly, becatse of a criminal 
| record, Clifford had trouble getting 
|a license for his bar. He is said to 
|have threatened to spill the inside 
| about the Miami Beach mobs, which 
| may have been a reason for his mur- 
| der. 

| For a time Clifford was part of a 
vaude trio billed as ‘The Three 
Racketeers.’ 


‘ICE FOLLIES’, $80,000, 
"BIG IN 2 SEATTLE WKS. 


Seattle, Wash., May 27. 

‘Ice Follies of 1941,’ revue on 
| skates at the 7,000-seater Civic Ice 
Arena is surprising even the spon- 
sors. 
| First week’s take approximated 
| $35,000, but the second week brought 
the biggest surprise with an esti- 
mated take of $45,000, making it 
$80,000 for the two weeks. 


4 Fems Who Escaped 
Nazi Blitz Off to Aussie 


Detroit, May 27. 

There may be nothing prophetic 
in this, but the Hollywood Blondes, 
quartet who moved one by one 
through the blitzed countries of Eu- 
rope, now are leaving the United 
| States, sailing June 25 on the Mon- 
terey for Australia. 

The quartet caught plenty of at- 
tention and art when they returned 
some months back on the evacuee 
ship American Legion from Finland 
after two years in Europe. 

First stranded in Italy with a 
troupe, the four went out on their 
own, visiting Germany, France, Hol- 
land, Belgium and finally Denmark, 
where the blitzkrieg overtook them 
in Copenhagen. Young Nazi fliers 
told them to cancel their return 
dates in Belgium, not explaining 
| why, and, after being unable to get 
_ through Russia, they finaliy got out 
| through Finland. 

The four girls are: Joan Reid, De- 








drastically cut. Bookings have been iat the State Supervisor of Liquor | troit; Celeste Eichling, Memphis; 
switched from the Music Corp. of Control, C. Roy. Noel, had previously | Dorothy Hayes, Miami, and Dorothy 


| America to the Bert Levey office. 


said 45 minutes was the limit. 


| Olson, Boston. 
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| Night Club Reviews 


| fixed. Music’s by Archie Tarshis 
| band, with Shirley Heller, sister of 
the proprietors, doing the vocals. 
| She’s a cute kid with a nice voice— 
must run in the family, for another 
sister is a singer, too—and orch, 


CHEZ PAREE, CHI 


Chicago, May 23. 
John Boles, Paul Whiteman Orch. 
(16), Marianne, Dolly Mitchell, Jack 














Cole & Co. (3), Fred Evans Girls now in second month at Yacht Club, 
(16). jis coming around after a faltering 

ee ' ‘start. Cohen. 

Figuring on ne ahaa mage orch INBOW ROOM N Y 
and Boles for boxoffice, Joey Jacob- R A ic a 
son and Mike Fritzel decided that ? 
comedy was not an essential item. | ; 
As the result, the show runs deadly, Barry Winton Orchestra  (12),) 


Agnes de Mille with Hugh Laing,| 


dull for the average nitery mob. It A: L 
Billy de Wolfe, Sigrid Lassen, Mayla, 


shapes up as a concert suitable may- 
be for Orchestra Hall or the Opera Clemente’s Rhumba Band, Dr. Syd- 
House. ney Ross; $2.50 minimum dinner, $1 

Out-of-towners who may visit the and $2 cover. 
nitery probably will be mighty im- | 
pressed by the staidness and dignity | 
of the entertainment. But the regu- 
lars won’t find much zing in a show 
which goes into spirituals for its big 
finale number, or for tunes such as 
‘Pilgrim’s Chorus,’ ‘Hungarian Rhap- 
sody -No. 5,’ Ravel’s ‘Bolero’ and 
‘Valse Viennois.’ 

There are two dancing acts and 
two singing acts, all of which adds 
up to a sameness which no amount 
of individual quality can overcome. | 
Marianne is a little dancer with a 
short number. Pleasant enough to 
watch, but no audience-awaker. Jack 
Cole, with Anna Austin and Alice 
Dudley, no doubt were expected to 
ruin this mob with their strictly 
‘modern’ dance impressions, but 
their striving for effect goes over-| 
board. Had opened with the ‘After- 
noon of a Faun,’ but this proved too 
arty a pill and was withdrawn. Now | 
— have settled for some ‘Bolero’ 
and wind up with a dance based 
upon Negro spirituals, 


with some 
impressionistic Holy Roller stuff 
tossed in. 

John Boles is the male singing star 
and for the matrons his is a name 
with considerable voltage. He makes 
a@ great appearance, comes over the 
speaker with good personality and 
handles his audience satisfactorily. 
His vocal routine is practically 
identical with the stuff he does in 
vaude, including even the blow-off 
*Waiting for Katie’ bit. ~ 

Other warbler is Dolly Mitchell, | 
here with Paul Whiteman. While 
not a_ self-assured singer, Miss 
Mitchell indicates a load of voeal' 
and personality potentialities. She 
has a new twist to her tonsils and 
the future for her in show biz should 
be plenty promising. 

Then there is Paul Whiteman. He 
has stature in show business. He is! 
the one and only Paul Whiteman. 
He handles the m.c. job and does 
the assignment neatly. Gold. 





New Rainbow Room show has the 
makin’s but as disclosed on _ its 
premiere it was an overlong tedious 
affair. Slowing it up, particularly, 
were ballet dancers Agnes de Mille 
and Hugh Laing (New Acts) whose 
prime terpsichorean penchant ap- 
pears to be for the concert platform. 
Comedy highlight and boff savior of 
the show is Billy de Wolfe (New 
Acts). 

Induction of the summer policy, 
meaning that you can come in mufti 
and dance until the ‘formal’ policy 
goes back again in the fall, sees 
Barry Winton with an augmented 
band shifting over from the Rain- 
bow Grill. Winton also emcees the 
show. His larger band now numbers 
12 as against eight men usually the 
limit in the twin room, the Rainbow 
Grill. 

With Winton is Sigrid’ Lassen, 
blonde songstress, who has been 
around in the class cafes. She gets a 
solo assignment with ‘Jenny’ and 
‘Say Yes’ in between vocalizing with 
the orchestra. Mayla is another 
band femme who, for the supper 
sessions, gets the spotlight with the 
Latinesque vocals but, meantime, is 
at the helm of Clemente’s con- 
garhumba combo of five (Band Re- 
views). Clemente’s is a pretty thin 
unit, not as zingy as the Velero Sis- 
ters group just preceding. Abel. 


New Acts in Niteries 


AGNES de MILLE with HUGH 

LAING 
Daneers 
Rainbow Room, N. Y. 

Agnes de Mille ‘dances with Hugh 
Laing’ reads the billing, she getting 
the emphasis. Daughter of play- 
| wright William de Mille, niece of 
| Cecil B., and dranddaughter of Henry 
| George, the 19th Century American 
YACHT CLUB PITT political economist, this choreog- 

? 'rapher has made her mark with the | 
| Ballet Theatre group and in kindred 
Pittsburgh, May 22. | platform circles. 

Lou Holtz, Little Jackie Heller,, Hugh Laing received his training 
Kurtis Marionettes, Ryan Sis (2), in London at Marie Rambert’s Ballet 
Bobette Wherley Girls (6), Archie Club. With Anthony Tudor, the 
Tarshis Orch (8), Shirley Heller; three formed their own ballet com- 
$1.50 and $2.50 minimum, pany which toured England success- 
fully for some seasons. He came to 
America in 1939. 

This finished terpsichorean back- 
ground is not to be lightly dismissed, 
but judged at the Rainbow Room, on 
its cafe floor show values, it’s some- 
thing else again. Even working in a 
Rockefeller nitery entails certain 
mundane requisites, and these the 
team lacks. Firstly, personality 
charm appeal is always a ‘prime 
need. The Parisian cafe scene, to 
Offenbach’s music, is not without its 
sight values, but is a slow teeoff. | 
Their second number, later in the 
evening, after a costume change, and 
made more difficult through follow- 
the doors and the overflow drifted |ing Billy de Wolfe’s strong comedy 
elsewhere around the burg to fill | click, is a country dance, in Tyrolean 
up every spot in the downtown area. | costume to Beethoven music. That, 

The poppa of the Lapidus legend | too, somehow misses. 
is still a rare teller of dialect stories Transplanted ballet dancers into 
and for more than half an hour, cafes are not new, and have been 
twice a night, sticks his nose into a known to click in the intimate close- 
mike in the middle of the floor and up of a nitery. But somehow Miss de 
keeps ’em coming. He isn’t telling Mille and Laing don’t quite make it. 
any new ones for a very good rea- Abel. 




















The Yacht Club, which teetered 
on the brink of 77B just a couple of 
months ago before Little Jackie 
Heller and his brother, Sol, oper- 
ators of the river cafe, decided to 
shoot the works, are continuing their 
b.o. policy in the Lou Holtz booking. 
In for two weeks, Holtz has been 
the biggest draw of the names here 
lately, who have included Maxie 
Rosenbloom and Belle Baker. Last 
Saturday (17), for instance, was the 
biggest night club bonanza all over 
town in years. Reason was strictly 
Holtz. Yacht Club, after turning 
away more than 500, finally locked 


son. Crowd wants to hear his hardy -~ 
familiars. After warming up couple BELLY de WOLFE 

of minutes, Holtz asks the customers | Comedian 

what they’d like to hear, one of the | 12 Mins. 


few comedians who can do that, and 
the requests boom from all parts of 
the room. Seemingly, there isn’t an 
anecdote he tells that hasn’t been 


Rainbow Room, N. Y. 

Billy de Wolfe is a relative new- 
comer among cafe acts although he’s 
been around a season or two, notably 


New Acts in Theatres 


DENNIS MORGAN 





Singing 

12 Mins. 

Strand, N. Y. 

Dennis Morgan has become a 


der the tag of Dennis Morner. One 
of the bands he was then attached 
to was Verne Buck's, and, it’s re- 
ported, he took operatic lessons on 
the side. On the basis of his per- 
sonal here, day and date with his 
starring role in ‘Affectionately 
Yours’ (WB) on the screen, Morgan 
indicates that he’s neither forgotten 
how to sing nor handle an audience 
ingratiatingly. He’s as fine a good- 
will emissary as the Coast could pos- 
sibly send out as contact with live 
audiences, 

Tall, good-looking and definitely 
a guy to attract dames, Morgan also 
has a wealth of vocal talent, as yet 


numbers at this catching—‘You, You 
Darling,’ ‘Gypsy Baron’ and a new 
patriotic pop, handling all of them 
equally well. Sandwiched in be- 
tween is some by-play with Wayne 
King, whose band is on stage, not 
heavyweight material, but passable 
as they neatly handle it. 

It’s not often that film players 
making personals combine both tal- 
ent and b.o. draughts, but Morgan 
is IT. Scho. 


PAUL WINCHELL 


Ventriloquist 

8 Mins. 

Paramount, New York 

Paul Winchell is a youngster 


working with a ventriloquial dummy 
that he calls Jerry woy~ yg f As 
is inevitable, he reminds of the Ed- 
gar Bergen-Charlie McCarthy style 


nigh as showmanly as the No. 1 
voice-thrower. 

Winchell wisely mentions Bergen 
by name, through a pseudo-vexation 
by his dummy with Charlie Mc- 
Carthy, and _ that 


Bergen.’ 


tion. He has a deft style of work- 
ing. Like all ventriloquists in the 
modern idiom even if the customers 
see an occasional movement of the 
lips that’s relatively unimportant if 
the comedy material is there. Win- 
chell’sis. 

Jerry Mahoney is appropriately a 
‘fresh’ automaton outrageously 
flirtatious (utilizing a bit with a 


fect). In between Lionel Barry- 
more, Donald Duck, ‘Oh Johnny’ 
(Bonnie Baker) and kindred take- 
offs ensue. 


values. 

Young Winchell, heralded by 
maestro-emmcee Vaughn Monroe as 
from the Coast, is a cinch in any- 


room. Abel. 
MARY DOOLEY and VIKINGS (5) 
Songs 

12 Mins. 

Roxy, N. Y. 


of vaude and legit, previously seen 


Ben Yost singers for a harmony 
vocal act. They’re all tremendous 
guys and she’s just a_ vest-pocket 
edition, so it provides an effective 
combo from a visual standpoint. 
What’s more, Miss Dooley is a pert 
looker with a barrel of animation. 
But the group needs better arrange- 
ments and polishing. 

As it is, 
distinctive effects that should be ob- 
tainable with such a unique setup of 
voices. They’re much too loud for 


shading. Ho 


SCOTT & SODJA 
Music, Novelty 


|9 Mins. 
Roxy, N. Y¥. 
Scott and Sodja are apparently 


new to Broadway. They have the 


sharpen it and build a punchy finish. 
Scott Burbank supplies the comedy 
and novelty of the turn, doing a 
goofy bit at the piano and then at 
the xylophone. To do the former he 





heard in every barroom and parlor 
from Broadway to Pitchfork Cor- 
ners, but it still hasn’t been told 
until Holtz tells it, for he’s in a 
class by himself as a big builder- 
upper for little letdowns. 


on a vaudfilm tour with Eddy Duchin. 
Spotlighted at the Rainbow Room he | 
is coming into own, in high, as an | 
impressionistic comedian of high} 


4 'a mime and satirist, and easily the 
Rest of the show is a series of best thing in the new show at the RR. 
minor preliminaries with the excep-| Given a hokum-serious intro as 
tion of Jackie Heller, who whams | ‘the fourth winner of the Metropoli- 
across a number of songs in his tan Auditions’ he comes on wi 
usually socko maner in addition to ' exaggerated triple-wing hoofology; 
m.c.ing. Kurtis Marionettes, two thence into a semi-coocn routine to 
men operating the wooden like-| accompaniment of weird Oriental 
nesses and one of the fellows with |music, and next a Karloff scarer. 
a swell flair for vocal impersona- The takeoff on the show at the 
tion, would be a smash act if it were | third-rate Club Swingeroo, with im- 
in slightly better taste. | pressions on the corny emcee, the 
Line is the six Bobette Wherley tired showgirls (the boss’ gal, who 
girls, and they’re a fair enough en- ' dogs her routines; the ritzy one; the 
semble, both in looks and terp, with- | one in love with the spotlight man, 
out being anything out of the ordi- | etc.) is gem of caricature, and finally 
nary. Couple of the femmes, Ryan |his contortive dance for a strong 
Sisters, step out on their own during | finale. 
show for a tap specialty. One of De Wolfe has a fine sense of audi- 
em, incidentally, would be a dead | ence values and fits in nicely in any- 
ringer for Constance Moore, Par | body’s bistro, class or miass. ually 
actress, if she’d have her teeth volatile.for rostrum appeal.. .Abel. 








and, while playing two trumpets at 
the same time, also thumps the piano 


by means of gadgets attached to his | 


feet. His xylophone playing is less 


he plays. 
Besides providing 
niment and a solo bit on the electric 


th | guitar, Joe Sodja joins his partner 


for an eceentric hoofing routine for a 
bow-off, Whole act needs dressing 
up, but has good prospects. Hobe. 





BEATRICE KAY 
Soubret 
10 Mins. 
Paramount, N. Y. 


That’s probably the best summa- | 


The Good 








——- 


Old Days 





Herewith appears a Variety revtew of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 


ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 
figure in Hollywood since his former | 1921 with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these 
days in the midwest as a singer un- | reviews other than the interest they may have in recalling the acts which 
| were playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show 
| (booking), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the 
style of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 





(Reprinted from Variety of May 27, 1921) 


PALACE, N. Y. 





An unusually watchable bill and one of those rare Palace weeks when 


taps is blown at 11 sharp. 


Santley and Sawyer (New Acts) in ‘Klick Klick,’ a class triumph in 





| 


hidden on the screen. He sang three , 


production, apparel and delicate effects, opened the three-act second half, 


Two populous acts had preceded it. 


If Hassard Short had searched the 


world for a couple of goats to show up, he couldn’t have selected two 
more perfect than “The 13 Sirens’ and the Courtney Sisters—not that they 


lack merit, but they are typical of 


the durable old homespun type of 


| presentation, while ‘Klick Klick’ is the apotheosis of the ultra-modern 
,and effete in the smart spirit of Washington Square transplanted to 


Broadway. 


Frank Dobson, leading the aforesaid ‘Sirens,’ stood up wonderfully well 
considering the support—and perhaps because of the support in contrast. 
Except for the comedian, the little near-Truex, the company looked shop- 
| worn and very Kansas City. How quickly one acquires the petulant view- 


point of the Big Burg; a few weeks 


ago this reviewer spoke rather gal- 


lantly of the feminines in this turn; Tuesday night, in the Palace (New 


| York) they looked distressingly bush league. 


Dobson, however, stood the 


geographical transformation nobly—a red-blooded leading man, a vigor- 
ous dancer, a masculine comedian. He sustained “The Sirens’ almost single- 


handed. The times have passed the 
and the methods of it by. 


book, the production, the wardrobe 


The Courtney Girls, though, looked just as they did in Chicago—only 


fair. 


Coming forward to knock vaudeville dead with five boys who exe- 


_ cute ‘chamber music’ in interludes, did not seem to impress. The sisters 
were generously taken in their songs, despite a palpable cold which im- 


of performance and, in truth, is well | deep-voiced partner. 


paired Fay’s extraordinary voice. 


Florence, the ingenue, seems to have 


polished her work up considerably, and runs a strong competitor to her 


The girls’ repertoire in order and complete tells 


‘the story as well as anything: ‘Japanese Sandman,’ ‘Home Again Blues,’ 
‘Mammy,’ ‘Grievin’ for You’ and ‘Broadway Rose’ reads like a music 
publisher’s jubilee. The big exclusive ballad which Fay sang at the 


automatically | 
seems to inspire neighbors to ob-| 
serve, ‘Winchell’s almost as good as 


‘entrance but everything there was after that. 


State-Lake has been omitted; also any encore work. 


‘Broadway Rose’ 


starts as a single and goes into a showmanly double to the high spot of 
the turn. The Benson orchestra is, as it was before, a meritorious quintet 


for lyceum or parlor work, not important in vaudeville. 


satisfactorily, but not sensationally. 


The turn went 


Rome and Gaut, doing a bare 10 minutes next-to-closing, got nothing on 


One is a little fellow, the 


' other a tall and cadaverous chap. It looked as though they were trading 


on this combination. 


Maybe they were. 


But either could do a single in 


| the same spot and clean up; both were a panic. The wee one is an eccen- 
| tric stepper with a sense of humor in his funny feet, the tall bimbo is just 


as funny all over. Working without 


subtlety but without offense, either, 


the pair tore off low comedy that landed them with the applause wallop 


down-front customer to excellent ef- | 


of the engagement. 


Their spot was changed after the opening matinee. 


Fred Lindsay, the Australian whip manipulator, justified the Palace slide 


advising patrons to stay in for the closer. 


Ringing up on a pretty wood 


| scene production with simple but effective lighting tricks, he was as spec- 
| tacular as his super-polite announcer was soft-spoken. Only an announcer, 
a butler or an ambassador can be so grandiloquently polite that it doesn’t 


The ‘Hold Tight’ rendi- | 


tien 1s aoe made tee on exue | matter whether his dresssuit bags or not. 


Mary Dooley, of the Dooley family | 


as a single, is here teamed with four | 


they do none of the! 


any sort of expressiveness or tone- | 
be. 


makings of a forte act, but need to; 


sits on a chair perched on a table, | 


order who will go places. He’s quite | spectacular, the chief variation being | 
the way he juggles the hammers as | 


Lindsay has two charming girls 


assisting him and he is a dashing fellow, defiantly handsome, who makes 


the whips hiss and crack and go crazy. 


It held and hit. 


| Willie Solar, second, didn’t seem to do over about six minutes. Three 


body’s theatre, nitery or class hotel | fast numbers got him off. He made many amusing sounds in his songs, 
land a very brief dance, attempting no furore in keeping with his rather 
‘flamboyant program matter—‘The international musical comedy star.’ If 


modesty is a virtue in a vaudeville comedian, Willie is the soul of virtue 


during his performance. 
other virtues—next to nothing. 
A. Robins, the hokum instrument 


all framed for a slapstick hit. 


He drew the usual reward of modesty and all 


imitator with his breakaway props 


and his inexhaustible pockets, knocked it off for a bang and an encore. 
Pete and Paul, a diffident mule aptly brought on in a parlor set, looked 


Lait. 





Buff Theatre Absolved 
| On Unit’s Short Payoff | 


of the 





Near-stranding recently 
‘Stars Over Hollywood’ unit in Buf- 
falo was no fault ot the 20th Cen- 
tury theatre, where the unit played. 
Show, according to R. T. Kemper, 
managing director, was in ona flat 
guarantee and not a percentage, and 
the theatre’s b.o. results had nothing 
to do with the incomplete payoff to 
the performers. 


It’s explained by the American 
Guild of Variety Artists in N. Y. 
that there wasn’t enough to pay off 
in full in Buffalo only because the | 
unit’s manager, Josephine Earl, had | 
drawn in advance. Although in at a 
flat guarantee of $2,500, the unit only 
had $1,623 when the date ended be- 
cause of io.u.s to the theatre. 





| gemuetlich strains of ‘And the Band | 


an accompa-) Played On,’ she goes into ‘Curse of. 


an Aching Heart,’ ‘Harmony Joe’ (as. 
an early sample of ragtime); a 1941 | 
satire on a tired songstress at 5 a.m. | 
in a third-rate bistro singing ‘You're | 
Driving Me Crazy’ follows; and a/ 
pseudo-torchy rendition of ‘Tisket, | 
| A-Tasket’ next. Finale is a war | 
song of the Spanish-American pe- | 
riod, and the lyrics prove anew that } 
;}any period of national strife seem- | 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Saranac Lake, May 27. 

Jimmy Young, who has been bed- 
ding it for a mess of time, all hopped 
up over his okay for a downtown 
visit. 

Bob Cosgrove, legit actor and 
ozoner, has added so much pound- 
age that he anticipates looking for a 
strong-man job after his discharge 
from the Will Rogers. 

Joe Bishop received such a perfect 
report from his medico that he is 
planning to rejoin the Woody Her- 


| man band this fall. 


Jerry Sager, who bedded it for a 
spell, got an okay report and expects 
to resume publicity work in the near 
future. 

Outstanding news of the Colony is 
that Alice Carman is perting up and 
feeling like her old self. She hasn't 


| seen anything but bed for years. 


Al Brandt picked up after the un- 
announced visit of his frau. He is 
at the Northwoods San. 

Elsie Pilser, dancer of other days, 
showing a ‘I-want-to-go-home’ re- 
covery. 

Mary Hearns, former dancer from 
Radio City Music Hall, sporting good 
reports and giving her spare time to 
good-cheering others at the North- 
woods San. 

Thanks to Jack Frazer and Walter 
(Juggling) Nelson for their good 
cheer and reading matter to the 


Beatrice Kay has come into her ingly reemphasizes U. S. patriotism | Colony. 


own with radio. Her mauve decade 


type of exaggerated eee ee 


penindvoring. notably on Joe 
Howard’s Gay 


CBS, catapulted her to prominence . corn 


and a sub-headline spot at the 
Broadway Paramount. | 
.-In Maewestian getup, 


to the clic 


in song and story. 
Considering the material, Miss | 
Kay gets plenty of value out of each | 


Nineties revue over | effort. For the torch routine, a real | 


ballad, instead of ‘Tisket,’ | 
j would be a better idea. But her) 
mugging and exaggerated nostalgia 
strongly at the Par. Abel. | 


Harry Stuart (& Martin) has pro- 
gressed much. 

Leonard M. Snyderman, an Actor 
Colony product, contracted for bal- 
ance of season for a Sunday program 
on station WNBZ here. 

Write te those who are tL 
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Units Playing Southern Army Camps 
Having Coin Trouble; Kemp’s Solution 





Charlotte, N. C., May 27. 

The booking of stage shows in 
southern army camps has become a 
headache to post officials, it was 
disclosed by a survey made of at- 
tempts by the various posts to pro- 
vide entertainment for soldiers. The 
inexperience of army officials in lin- 
ing up professional entertainment, 
coupled with the entrance of shoe- 
string promoters into this newly- 
opened field, has resulted not only in 
mediocre performances but in hard- 
ships on members of the troupes. 

One show, booked out of N. Y. 
to play in a tent near Fort Bragg, 
Fayetteville, N. C., was left stranded 
by producers, and army officers had 
to take up a collection to send the 
troupe back to N. Y. Another ex- 
ample of inefficient handling of army 
shows cited was that of a unit booked 
to play Camp McClellan in Annis- 
ton, Ala. Unit did poor business 
there and, after two weeks’ layoff, 





was booked for a week at Fort Ben- | 


ning in Columbus, Ga. 
booked for army posts are drawing 
more layoffs than playing time and 
several have had difficulty in get- 
ting out of town. 

T. D. Kemp, Jr., manager of South- 
ern Attractions, stated that he had 
been booking shows at Tullahoma, 
Tenn., for the army post there, but 
was discontinuing after this week 
because of poor business. 

‘There is as yet no army post or 
camp able to suppert a troupe of 20 
to 25 worthwhile performers for a 
full week stand,’ Kemp said. ‘With 
a salary of only $21 a month in most 
cases, the expenditure of 20 to 25c 
for entertainment is proving to be a 
lot of money to the avérage re- 
cruit.’ 

Kemp’s Plan 

Kemp stated that, although the 
problem of providing entertainment 
at the army posts had been bungled 
up to now, there was a solution. He 
cited the manner in which enter- 
tainment is being handled at Lang- 
ley Field, Va. There officers and en- 
listed men contributed something 
like 50c a month to the entertain- 
ment fund and two shows monthly 
are provided for the entire post. 
Kemp has been booking two-hour 
shows for this post. “The boys want 
name talent along with girls in 
scanty costumes,’ Kemp said. 

Last show booked at Langley Field 


Many units | 








on May 7 was Clyde McCoy’s band, 
a 10-girl line, six show girls, and 
five acts of vaudeville. Vincent Lo- 
pez played the show before Mc- 
Coy. 

‘The solution,’ said Kemp, ‘is in- 
stead of booking units in for an en- 
tire week, is to book them for two 
days. The units could draw as much 
business in two days as they could 
in an entire week. They could be 
routed through the territory so as 
to prevent layoffs.’ 

Kemp suggested that a unit be 
booked at Fort Bragg for Monday 
and Tuesday, jumped to Fort Jack- 
son, S. C., for Wednesday and 
Thursday, to Fort Benning for Fri- 
day and Saturday, to Camp Mc- 
Clellan for Monday and Tuesday, 
and so on. Such an arrangement, he 


said, would be profitable for both | 


the post and the unit. 











‘Tobacco Road’ 


Continued from page 3 


ly improved when the 20th-Fox film 
version of ‘Road’ was released, up- 
turn also going for the road show. 
Play often operated in the red at the 
Forrest, but profits were continuous 
out of town. Estimated that an 
operating loss was registered around 
70 weeks during the run on B’way. 


Modest Budget 
Number of factors figured in the 














run, House was rented at a nominal | 


sum and the salaries of the cast 
were modest, so that the show 
netted a slender profit even when 
the gross was around $3,000. Lately 
the pace dropped under $2,500, al- 
though quoted at a somewhat higher 
level. 


Golden (then called the Masque) 


and was moved to the 48th Street | 


(now the Windsor) operated by the 
Joe Leblang estate. House partici- 
pated in the profits, but about four 
years ago called off the deal because 
the LeBlang end figured the show 
was washing up, Kirkland and 
Oshrin, however, took over the For- 
rest and proved otherwise, also get- 
ting themselves all the profit. Tony 
Brown is in for a small percentage 
for staging the play. 

‘Road’ has been a life saver to any 
number of actors since it opened 
Dec. 4, 1933. It has been virtually 
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DON CUMMINGS 


‘PURE NONESENSE’ 
CURRENTLY AT THE 


STRAND, New York 


Thanks to Wayne King for seven grand weeks... 
and appreciation to Harry Gourfain and Leo Morgan. 


WILLIAM MILLER 








‘Road’ originally played the’ 


indefinitely, although an advance 
agent will also operate out of town. 
His count of the number of perform- 
ances in New York is 3,180 up to 
| Saturday night, as compared to 2,327 
for ‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ former 
straight play record-holder. Com- 





, Saturday, but is due to play six 
/more weeks in subway circuit and 
| Stock theatres. 

During the astonishing B’way 
stay, ‘Road’ had 70 losing weeks, 
with 42 breaking even. It has been 
| ‘closing’ 389 weeks at different pe- 
|riods. First five weeks the show 
|played were red. In 1934-5, only 
|four weeks were in the red. In 1936 
, there were eight weeks which did 
not break even, and, in 1938, 14 weeks 
| were on the debit side. During 1939 
, there were six losers and 11 which 
, broke even, while in 1940 there were 
| 12 losers and 14 even breaks. From 
| the first of this year there have been 
12 weeks in the red and six even, 
/most of the downgrade being re- 
cently. Red periods each season 
were mostly in May and early June. 








AGVA IN PHILLY 
SETS NEW 
OFFICERS 


Philadelphia, May 27. 

First election since the reorgani- 
zation of the Philly unit of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
_ was held here last week (21). 
| Jimmy Walker, nitery m.c., was 
elected president over Al Rea, a for- 
mer head of the United Entertain- 
ers Assn., rival indie union now in- 
active. The voting was close, with 
Walker gaining the post by the scant 
margin of seven votes. 

Other officers chosen were: Bob 
Mack, first vice-president; Frank 
Schluth, 2d v.p.; Dick Thomas; 3d 
v.p.; Gus Howard, 4th v.p.; Gus 
Howard, 5th v.p.; sid Raymond, 6th 
v.p.; Leonora Jaxon, recording sec- 
retary; Shandor Clarké, treasurer, 
and Dick Mayo, executive secretary. 

Members of the board of directors: 
Joe Altee, Tom Cosmo, Billy De- 
Mayo, Bill Elton, Dick Jones, Allen 
| Mayo, Mary Snyder, Eddie Mont- 
' gomery, Tom Osborne, John Patchen, 
Ben Perry, Dave Stratton and Betty 
Saunders. 
| Two performers who died last 
| week were given funerals last Thurs. 








| (22) by AGVA, although neither 
was a member of the union. They 
died destitute. They were Bert 





Earle, banjo player, and Patsy Wil- 
liams, a singer. They were buried in 
Sunset Memorial Park, Somerton, 

A luncheon was held today (Tues.) 
lat the Club Bali at which the new 
|officers were introduced to State of- 
| ficials, officers of the Entertainment 
|Managers Assn, (bookers) and the 
trade press. 


Ex-Mike Todd’s Chi Spot 
In Likker-to-Minors Jam 


Chicago, May 27. 

Police arrested Harry Feuer, man- 
ager, and seven other employees 
of the Theatre-Cabaret, formerly 
Michael Todd’s, early Saturday (24) 
morning for selling booze to minors. 
A squad of coppers made the pinch 
;} on orders from headquarters. 
| Todd sold out his interest in the 
| Theatre-Cabaret a couple of weeks 














|'ago, the deal including the removal 
lof his name from all outside bill- 
ing and advertisements, to Peter 
Tremont, a southside auto dealer, 


and Joe Miller, nitery operator. 
Besides Feuer, those arrested in- 

icluded six waiters and a bartender, 

'all held on _ disorderly conduct 


| charges. 
| 


| 
Whirling Top, N.Y., Says 
It’s Broke; Owes $20,337 


The 3 East 52d St. Corp.. operators 
of the Whirling Top, filed sched- 
ules in bankruptcy in N. Y. federal 
court Monday (26), showing assets 
of $8,759 and liabilities of $20,337. 
The bankrupt started business in 
April, 1937. 

Among the liabilities, $9,569 is 
owed the Government, $33 to Lillian 
Dell, $13 to Marion Eddy, and $49 
to Jerry Blanchard, entertainers; 





$156 to Allan Cole, a musician, and 


$66 to Muzak Corp. 
Assets include liquor, food, furni- 
| ture and fixtures. 


pany on tour ended road bookings | 


la life-time job for Mike Goldreyer, | 


its press agent, who will be retained | /A\ Choices to AGVA’s Nat] Board 





To Be Made at Group’s Ist Meeting 





Unit Review 


New national board of the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists will 
hold its first meeting Monday (2), 
in New York, when it will fill its 
full roster of 45, necessitating 20 ap- 
pointments plus the 25 already 
elected. 

It’s not probable that this meeting 
will make a choice on who is to be 
the national executive secretary to 
fill the post left vacant by the dis- 
missal of Hoyt Haddock. Gerald 
Griffin has been acting as adminis- 
trator pro tem and is said to have 
received a number of proxy votes 
from out-of-town members of the 











GAGS AND GALS 


(BROADWAY CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 





Charlotte, May 22. 
Keye and Tuck, Richey Carroll & 
Co., Prince and Princess Selandia, 
Two Jacks, Adrianna, Trudie Russell 
Girls (8), Frank Silver’s Band (5); 
‘The Great Mr. Nobody’ (WB), 





‘Gags and Gals’ is a nicely-bal- 
anced = Se — at s pleasing 
pace an olds interest throughout. : 

Top act and brimming with class — for yet secretary. 
is the barrel-balancing of Keye and! eres also a movement under- 
Tuck, Orientals. Act opens with WY to project Tom Phillips, now 
Miss Keye piping ‘Confucius Say’ | head of the Burlesque Artists Assn., 
and then shedding Chirese robe to into the AGVA spot. Phillips was 
kick out a sprightly tap. From there approached by the Associated Ac- 
on out she merely stooges for Tuck, | tors and Artistes of America for the 
who juggles barrels on his feet while job when AGVA was first formed 
laying on his back atop a table. after the disfranchisement of th 
Tuck is a master showman and has American Federati fA mt 
house eating out of his hand. Re- ; —oe ctors, to 
ception was terrific. which Ralph Whitehead was exec 

rince and Princess Selandia of S¢¢, but nothing came of it. 
‘Scandanavia,’ although their royal| One of the strongest possibilities 
near RA — 9 mag pt clear, is Alan Corelli, executive secretary 
make a with their dance imita-|of Theatre Authority, but Corelli 
tions of Hollywood stars. Their best’ would have to be decttad, He has 
turn is in takeoff on Chaplin and | often been approached to take the 
Paulette Goddard in ‘The Great Dic- | job, but always told the Four A’ 
tator,’ and other impersonations in- }, ‘nate 4 4 1 “ a ae 
clude Mae West and Harold Lloyd, "€ Wanted to hold the TA post and 
Garbo and Stokowski, Snow White would step into AGVA only if it was 
and Dopey. The Princess is impres- 88reed that his AGVA salary would 
sive with her vivacious impersona- | go towards the hifing of one or two 
ine Jack’ Mo Carroll & bn pew eee tg a i nl patches affairs, 
c ssman an arjorie rather than i 4 

Rich, supply the comedy in a dance | Any = 7 Wines toll men would 
eS Petty Coase Lu | be suitable to most AGVA members, 

: steno’, Nan- but a few AGVA officials believe 


dles the comedy situation nicely, his | ree : 
best being a television broadcast skit | that Griffin would have to divorce 
‘himself from his nitery columnar 


in which he, as announcer, gets him- N 

self plastered from drinking ‘Guz-| activities for the N. Y. Sunday In- 

zlers’ Gin,’ the sponsored product. | quirer should he be appointed to the 
exec sec job. Whether Griffin 


The Two Jacks, a perch act, open 
the show adequately with balances | would agree to do this is problemati- 
cal. He would be asked to make 


on a high pole. Adrianna is unim- 
pressive in a pash dance billed as! such a decision only when the AGVA 
post is offered him. 





‘Mephisto and the Maiden.’ She 
fails to keep up the illusion that 
there are two persons dancing to-| 
gether, and the dance lacks sufficient | 
pash for one of its type. 
Just fair biz on show caught. 
Just. 





Emil Coleman set for four weeks 
at Piping Rock Club, Saratoga 
Springs, beginning July 28. 








be - 


LOS ANGELES CRITICS RAVE 











OVER N.T.G.'S NEW SHOW 


*‘Hollywood Hilarities’’ 


>+a> 


N.T.G. (Nils Thor Granlund) making theatrical history in Southern 


California with sensational success at the Florentine Gardens, 
opened a big, new girl show at the Orpheum Theatre, Los Angeles. 
In spite of fact that show opened cold, no previous break-in, it 


caught the fancy of the reviewers, who went overboard in praise. 


Business great with vaude audiences ga-ga over beautiful girls, 
gorgeous “The Boogie 
Woogie Dance,” “March of the West Point Cadets,” “Graduation 


costumes and terrific numbers, including 


Day at Vassar,” and “Memories of Ziegfeld.” Ninety costumes 


used with the girls overflowing into audience, 


Eastern and midwestern theatre has never seen girls as beautiful 


as these, or a combination show as good. 


Critic Rave Notices! 
| L.A. Herald Express, 
By GEORGE JACKSON: 


“N.T.G.’s “Hollywood Hilarities” 
scoop stage hit for Orpheum.” 


L.A. Examiner, 
By NEIL RAU: 


“N.T.G. show better than 
GEORGE WHITE’S SCANDALS 
played here year ago.” | L.A. Times, 

| By GRACE KINGSLEY: 

| “Show ceiling—girls prize fea- 
‘tures. ‘Memories of Ziegfeld’ 
| number which might be said to 
be able to give pointers to that 
maestro, were he still 


L.A. Daily News, 
By FRANK MITTAUER: 
“Holiywood Hilarities”’ winner, 
credit to N.T.G., producer, and great : 
b Gould dire ther : among us, for girls, costumes 
ove Sa, Seesers land routines, dreamfully gor- 
| geous impersonations of famous 
beauties of his day.” 
N.T.G. starting second year at Florentine Gardens, producing new 
show every eight weeks. With his showmanship, it has been made 
America’s most popular cabaret restaurant, playing to more peo- 
ple a week than any other cafe in America. He will continue there 
indefinitely, but his production, without him, is available for thea- 
tres and cabarets. Economically operated, it is a sure money 


winner. 
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swap gags with Charles Kaley as} 
prelude to their song, ‘Foolish, But 
Fun.’ Tykes are a little ragged on 
this, but become more at home when | 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


June Forrest, Robert Shanley, Joe 
Jackson, Wynn Murray, Music Hall 
Glee Club, Rockettes, Music Hall 
Corps de Ballet, Erno Rapee and 
Music Hall Symphony Orch, Richard 
Leibert at Organ; ‘Penny Serenade’ 
(Col), reviewed in Variety, April 16. 


The songs of Richard Rodgers and 
Lorenz Hart inspired this week’s 
stage show here and that naturally 
calls for more than the average 
amount of vocalistics, but in Joe 
Jackson, for relief, the show goes 
pretty far afield. Strictly oldtime 
vaudeville and one of its oldtimers, 
Jackson, however, is anything but 
a misfit for a house like the Music 
Hall: not anymore than he was in 
days gone by at Keith’s Jefferson or 
the Coliseum in the Bronx. 

The tramp cyclist has played here 
before, last date being Easter week, 
1940. They liked him then and they 
still like him. ; 
the folks don’t seem to mind his 
burlesquish stunts, such as getting 
the handlebars of his bike mixed up 
in his pants or picking up what looks 
like a quarter laying on the stage. 
The way Jackson works there's 
nothing offensive about his pan- 


Somehow or other) 


they grab accordion and bass fiddle, 
staging an okay jam sesh. Act has 
a certain amount of awkwardness 
which could be smoothed. by in- 
clusion of a good foil. 


Nick Lucas, held over from last 
week, is on next with ‘Wise Old 
Owl’ and ‘My Sister and I.’ Dis- 
cards last week’s aloofness to ask 


for requests and audience warms up 
immediately. Does ‘Tip Toe Through 
the Tulips’ and ‘My Blue Heaven,’ 
while stooge keeps shouting for 
‘Side by Side,” which is good for 
some laughs. Finally does the num- 
ber and at the opener had to come 
back for ‘Amapola’ to quiet the mob. 


Closing routine is best worked in 
weeks, line parading in Alice blue 
garden frocks while Lucas sings, 
‘You Walked By,’ then scramming 
to make way for Consola and Melba. 
Gate has had a lot of ballroom 
teams, but few smoother than this 
pair. They do a fast ballroom, a 
polka and waltz (with Lucas croon- 
ing offstage) with grace and ease, 
holding the folks for the close. Get 
a beaucoup reception, but no chance 
for bows since curtains close in on 
final whirl of waltz. Wern. 





tomime. 


Leon Leonidoff staged the pres- 
entation and calls it ‘Words and 


STANLEY, PITT 








Music. The symphony orchestra 
provides a prelude of Rodgers-Hart 
music as a starter, with June For- 
rest and Robert Shanley as a 
double doing two songs, “There’s a 
Small Hotel’ and ‘My Heart Stood 
Still. They stand behind a scrim 
representing the entrance to a travel 
bureau. Not a fancy set, but ef-| 
fective. 

Scene shifts to an notel lobby which 
fills the entire stage, with numerous 

rsons, mostly in resort garb, help- 
ng give it life: Setting is back- 
ground for Wynn Murray, who goes 
to town on ‘Johnny One Note,’ with 
the glee club backing her. Miss 
Murray socks home. Same scene in- 
cludes Bobby Lane and Edna Ward, 
novelty acrobatic dancers who | 
register solidly in a routine in which 
they use a funny paper, passing it, 
back and forth between them as they 
go through their dance. They ap- 

ared in ‘Crazy with the Heat.’ 

iss Murray, of course, is the one 
who created ‘Johnny One Note’ in 
"Babes in Arms,’ the R-H stage musi- 
cal which first brought her to Broad- | 
way attention. 

Miss Murray is on again with the, 
Rockettes, singing ‘Lady Is a Tramp,’ 
another ‘Babes’ excerpt, that she’ 
merchandises in smash fashion. A 
row of hotel room doors provide 
ingress for the Rockettes, costumed 
as chamber maids. They do a, 
familiar tap routine, but good. 

Finale brings on the ballet girls in| 
a pleasing number. One of them 
executes clever cuts in a brief 
specialty. Entire company carries 
the show to a fitting conclusion 
singing ‘Lover,’ ‘Blue Moon,’ ‘Blue 
Room’ and ‘I Didn’t Know What 
Time It Was.’ 

At performance caught show in- 
cluded an organ number during the 
spill period and a Donald Duck 
(Disney) cartoon, but no newsreel. 

Char. 





GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 





San Francisco, May 27. 
Ella Logan, Butch & Buddy, Nick 
Lucas, Bob Hughes, Emerald Sisters 
(2), Consola & Melba, Charles Kal- 
ey’s house orch (13), Peggy O’Neill 
line (12); ‘Little Men’ (RKO). 





Gate bill is a standout this week, 
with the lesser acts delivering as 
much entertainment as the names 
which sell the ducats. 

Opener is Buddy Hughes, who 


Pittsburgh, May 23. 
Abe Lyman’s Orch (16), Tom 
Gleason’s Royal Guards (6), Three 
Sailors, Henry King & Arlina, Rose 
Blane; ‘Pot O’ Gold’ (UA). 





It’s an okay show Abe Lyman has 
brought around on his annual visit. 
Unit doesn’t even miss Anita Louise, 
film actress who was to have been 
co-starred with the maestro but can- 
celled out week ago on account of 
illness. Management decided against 
replacing her with another name, 
figuring Lyman to hold up the stage 
portion on his own, which he does 
with room to spare. 

Maestro had a lot of good bands in 
his score of years as a maestro, but 
current one’s about the best of the 
lot. He’s kept abreast of the musical 
styles, keeping an even balance be- 


‘tween present, past and even the 


coming trends. Sweet or hot, or a 
sensible combination of both, he has 
a brass and reed section that com- 
pares favorably with any the swing 
maestros have to offer and also a 
violin section that’s right in there 
with the best of the singing fiddle 
outfits. Lyman has merged them in- 
telligently with a flock of sock ar- 
rangements and result is music that’s 
consistently full of pleasant surprises 
and never grows trite or monoto- 
nous. 


Band’s made up of four sax, five 
brass, three violins, guitar, drums, 
piano and bass, and emphasis is sel- 
dom too long on any one of the 
divisions. Orch’s change of pace is 
swift and svelte and whole impres- 
sion is one of happy medium. What’s 
more, Lyman carries more men than 
the ordinary stage band and it looks 
like a real aggregation stretched 
across the stage rather than the 


ee sparse union settlement. 


Californian is still carrying Tom 
Gleason’s Royal Guards, whom he 
had all season at Royal Palm, Miami, 
and they’re a great help. Six good- 
| looking, handsomely-costumed young 
men with booming voices, they click 
heavily on their own at the begin- 
ning of the show, later come back in 
same uniforms as bandsmen to give 
the Lyman glee club a lift and wind 
j}up the show in sock fashion with 
| their ‘God Bless America,’ a cut-off 
| Spot catching them only from their 
chests up for a mighty effective pic- 
ture. Band’s featured vocalist is 
Rose Blane, and she’s a distinct as- 
set, giving the killer-diller contin- 


does some sleight-of-hand with silks, gent their inning with ‘Yes, My Darl- 
handkerchiefs and a dollar bill, then ing Daughter,’ ‘Scrub Me Mama With 
produces a dog from an empty box.'a Boogie Beat’ and ‘Boogie Woogie 
Act then switches from human to Bugle Boy of Company B.’ Mob this 
animal legerdemain, first pooch be-' afternoon couldn’t get enough of her. 
ing — by a wirehair of amaz-,Orch’s individual high spots are 
ing balance. 


In addition to hand-, ‘Amapola,’ the perennial ‘Melancholy | 


STATE, N. Y. 





Allan Cross & Henry Dunn, Frank 
Libuse with Margot Brander, Nan 
Ree & Mrs. Waterfall, Ben Cutler 
and his Orch, Gloria Gilbert; ‘Road 
to Zanzibar’ (Par). 





One test of a good show is the 
rapidity with which time passes. By 
the clock this bill runs 70 minutes, 
but things happen so expertly and 
absorbingly that the mental impres- 
sion of time passed is more in the 
neighborhood of 50 minutes. Every 
vaudeville item is stamped with 
long acceptance and solid quality, 
while Ben Cutler’s dance aggrega- 
tion compounds a melodic assort- 
ment that is always smart, smooth 
and insinuating. 


Cutler’s big suit is that in place of 
eccentricity and flash he gives ’em 
arrangements in which all the es- 
sence of a composition’s melody and | 
rhythm is captured. His variations | 
on ‘Begin the Beguine’ make swell 
listening as well as astute musician- 
ship, and another spot in which he} 
and his group do themselves proud | 
is their treatment of ‘I'll Be With You 
in Apple Blossom Time. From 
an interlude that features eight vio- 
lins and a cello, this orchestration | 
suddenly undergoes a shift in mood 


| that is to the far side of swing and 


the all-around affect is showmanly 
entertainment. Cutler 
his alma mater. Yale, a_ pleasant 
musical whirl. The selection is ‘The 
Whiffenpoof Song.’ Cutler heaves 
an easy-to-take baritone and the 
boys offer equally  easy-to-take 
choral support. 

To the Cutler bunch also falls the 
task of taking the rest of the bill | 
through its musical romps and the 
job they do is all to their credit. On 
the teeoff there’s Gloria Gilbert, who 
bills herself as ‘The Human Top’ but 
who rates more as a one-person en- 
durance contest. Her pirouetting is 
as graceful as it is dynamic and the 
speed with which she _ performs, 
mounts so fast that the spectator 
wonders how soon it will be that she 


also gives 


| will be flying headfirst in any one of 


10 directions. Miss Gilbert’s novelty 
went over big at the performance 
caught. 

Before they went on the Eddie 
Cantor (Bristol-Myers) program this 
past fall the twosome following Miss 
Gilbert were known as Nan Rae and 
Maude Davis. Having borrowed the 
name which brought the comedienne 
of the team some fame on the Cantor 
show, and later the Kate Smith pro- 
gram, the act is now billed as Nan/| 
Rae and Mrs. Waterfall. By any 
name Miss Davis still ranks socko | 


| when it comes to churning up laughs. 


Attendance out front wasn’t any too 
heavy, but the response to the gags | 
was consistently auditorium-filling. 
Curiously one bit that didn’t set ’em 
howling in this spot was the one 
about the guy who got banged on the 
head while sprinkling himself with 
toilet water. 

Cross and Dunn find it as easy as 
ever to work up the payees at this 
stand into a thick lather. The two- 
some’s repertoire of specialty songs 
is as fresh and crisp and as emo- 
tionally effective as ever. With 
them it’s good melodic punching 
every minute they’re on. They still 
commute from comedy to _ senti-| 
mentality and back to comedy with | 
complete surety and finesse, and 
they’re still in the class of enter- 
tainers deluxe. Two numbers that 
got over in a particularly powerful 
way at the show caught were ‘He 
Happens to Come from the Other 
Side of the Track’ and ‘Where are 
the Stars of Broadway.’ Eddie 
Weber, veteran piano accompanist, ' 
is at the keys, and is effective as 
unsual, 

In the next-to-closing niche Frank 
Libuse, assisted by the statuesque 
Margot Brander, commits his usual 
amount of damage on the customers’ 
midsections. His mugging and 
clowning at the piano and general 
roughhousing provide a solid laugh 
foundation for the finale, in which 
his partner provides the voice and 
torso and himself the roving, mirth- 
cracking arms and hands. Odec. 


stands, dog reveals a new one in Baby,’ with the glee club, and the! 


ability to hold itself horizontal in Irving Berlin medley latter a stand- | 


midair with only shoulder support. out. 


Turn warms audience up nicely. Comedy is supplied by 


three | 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


| is { — 
ought to go places. He’s clean-cut 
oa so is his delivery. He sells well STRAND, N. ¥. 
‘and builds to a smash reception with 


fast multiple taps in which move- 





ment of his feet is barely noticeable. 
He is followed by Carroll and Howe, 
whose comedy patter and challenge 
dancing are only mildly humorous, 


being something less than new. 
Bert Frohman 


street’s favorite swing singer.’ 


gets along well enough with ‘Can't! 
Brush Me Off,’ ‘Stepping Out With | 
Memory’ and a medley of George. 


Gershwin hits, which would win 


better reception without patter that 
Frohman nominates Gershwin to hall 


of fame. Gershwin’s merit needs no 


further identification. Rhythm Rock- 


ets punctuate the show, opening, fol- 


lowing Frohman with elaborate fan | 


routine, and closing, never becomin 
outstanding. Business less than fair 
opening day matinee (Friday). Mac. 


CHICAGO, CHI 





Chicago, May 24. 
Dick Jurgens Orch (13), Oehmann 
Twins (2), Lane Bros. (2), Bob 
Neller; ‘Penny Serenade’ (Col). 





is along in next 
spot, not being used as m.c. for the) 
show, but merely as ‘Fifty-second 


| Wayne King’s Orch (13) with 
| Monacled Ambassadors (2), Randall 
| Sisters (3), Tom & Betty Wonder 

| Don Cummings; Dennis Morgan; ‘Af: 


_fectionately Yours’ (WB), reviewed 
|in Variety, May 7. 





| There may have been better shows 
, On the Strand’s pit platform since it 
instituted its band policy, but there 
couldn’t have been very many. Nor 
is it probable that Harry Gourfain 
has often eclipsed this week’s excel- 
{lent lighting and scenic job, which 
| contributes to the = all-around 
; whammo entertainment. 


| Wayne King is standard as a 
|band name and exceptional as a 
| show-pacer and ringmaster. His in- 
'troes are as clear as a bell and as 
| suave as his music. He has also pro- 
| vided a nift package entertainment 
including all the acts except Dennis 
Morgan, screenplayer also co-star- 
ring in the current ‘Affectionateley 
Yours’ with Merle Oberon and Rita 
Hayworth. 


Morgan (New Acts) is WB’s out- 
side act contribution and his fine 
stage manner and nifty vocalizing 
help greatly to allay the sour impres- 
sion left here by Victor McLaglen, 





} 


Dick Jurgens’ orchestra has been the theatre’s previous Hollywood vis- 
an outstanding name and favorite itor. Morgan has talent and an act— 
around these parts for several years, | McLaglen had neither. 


on a buildup from the Aragon ball- | 


King uncorks some showmanship 


room and over WGN-Mutual. Cur- 
rent date is the band’s first stage ap- 
pearance and business is zooming. 
Group, a pleasure over the ether, 
comes through on the stage equally 
as interesting and, in addition, is an 
entertaining aggregation to watch. 
Outfit indicates a likelihood to grab 
a place right at the top. It is basic- 
ally well-trained and arranged. 
Musically it’s a sweet aggregation, 


playing the type of stuff that will ap- | 


peal to a wide range of audience. 

On stage it reveals a_ certain 
youthfulness and freshness, whic 
impart good showmanship in these 
days of phoney sophistication and 
wise-guy attitudes. Without being 
college-boyish, unit catches a certain 
brightness of performance that this 
audience ate up. 

In addition to a number of straight 
renditions topped off by Ravel’s 
‘Bolero’ clicks are made by the two 
song soloists, Buddy Moreno, doub- 
ling from the guitar, and Harry Cool. 
Moreno, still a fugitive from a talent 
scout looking for a surfire leading 
man, wowed this mob with his war- 
bling, especially with his comedy 
handling of Hawaiian tunes. Cool 
has the ballad assignment. 

Of the three acts, the initial offer- 
ing is by the Oehmann Twins, who 
still lack big-time flavor. Their lit+ 
tle dancing and singing routine is 
meant primarily for the smaller 
clubs and the lesser theatres. Lane 
Bros. score solidly on their novelty 
acrobatics and hand-to-hand work, 
working with considerable cleverness 
and comedy. 

Bob Neller’s ventriloquism remains 
basically a tonsil stunt act instead of 
a crossfire routine. He has double- 


,tone and pronunciation stunts, etc., 


and leaves the laugh-getting for the 
in-between spots. 

Business great at the last show 
Friday (22), Gold. 


ORPHEUM, L. A. 





Los Angeles, May 22. 
NTG’s Hollywood Revels with Nils 
T. Granlund, Cully Richards, Bob 


| Hughes, Yvonne de Carlo, De Luxe | 


Trio, Line (17); 
Orch; ‘Rookies on Parade’ 

Bringing NTG’s floor show over 
from the Florentine Gardens, Holly- 


(Rep). 


Al Lyons House 


from the very waltz medley teeoff, 
when a comedy trumpeter takes the 
| curse off the corny music by heck- 
ling the maestro and insisting on 
/ Swinging the King trademarks. From 
‘here the show segues into the routine 
!of the Monocled Ambassadors (2), 
‘very English in white-tie-and-tails 
‘and the eye-windows, and effective 
,in an original delivery of difficult 
| hand-to-hand balancing. 


| Band's arrangement of the Mexi- 
| can ‘Escapada’ then furnishes a neat 
'interlude between the comedy 
|}harmony of the Randall Sisters, 
‘three kids who do well with a special 
‘version of ‘Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band,’ ‘Sadie Hawkins’ Day’ and 
| ‘When Pa Was Courtin’ Ma.’ Latter 
,was an encore at this catching 
| forced by show-stopping applause. 

| King’s tenor sax solo with a med- 
| ley precedes Tom and Betty Wonder, 
| nice-looking dance team which has 
| been circulating among the Times 
| Square stage show houses for the 
, past few years. Tom’s cakewalk and 
| Betty’s eccentric delivey of ‘Minnie 
| the Moocher’ land but it’s about time 
| the boy dropped the dummy dance. 
| It’s been overdone by too many acts 
|for years. 

| Don Cummings is another of the 
| Show’s outstanding clicks. Once 
|chiefly a rope-twirler, he’s now 
| principally a comic, and an excellent 
one, with the rope work very much 
secondary. He got howls at the last 
|\show opening night (Friday) and 
'then topped himself by taking what 
looked like an accidental prattfal! on 
| the bowoff. With material, there’s 
no reason why Cummings couldn’t be 
a big-time radio possibility. 

| Prior to Cummings, King sings two 
| ballads, one of them ‘I Wonder 
Whose Kissing Her Now,’ and this 
‘later sets the stage for Morgan’s 





|opening by-play with the band 
leader on their respective vocal 
abilities. Without any discredit to 


King, Morgan, who was a singer in 
the midwest under the name of 
Dennis Morner, leaves no doubt as 
| to who is tops. 

| Show ran 71 minutes at this view- 
ing and still appeared fast, Business 
was nice. Scho. 





ROXY, N. Y. 


Nellie Arnaut 





and Bros., Mary 


wood nitery, into this downtown Los | Dooley and Vikings (4), Scott and 


Angeles house looks like a good move 
for operator Sherrill Cohen. Revue 


Sodja, John W. Tiebor, Gae Foster 
| Girls, Esquires (12), Paul Ash and 


appears to be headed for pay dirt,| Orch; ‘Blood and Sand’ (20th), re- 
with house near capacity in the| viewed in Variety, May 21. 


orchestra on a sultry Thursday after- 
noon. This is contrary to the gen-| 
eral trend of wilting grosses preva- 


_lent in majority of straight picture 


} 


| 


, houses in this territory. Color, flash, | 


pleasant tunes and effective comedy 
are the b.o., aids. 

Granlund, as always, presents his | 
troupe with an affable, informal line 


| punches. 





Stage bill paired with the highly 
ornate film, ‘Blood and Sand,’ is only 
moderately diverting. There are no 
positive dead spots, nor any solid 
It merely runs along with 


| passable effectiveness and winds up 


with a colorful and lively South 
American ensemble routine. Paul 


Band then goes into an okay ar- 
rangement of score from ‘Sunny’ (a 
musical trailer for next week’s bill), 
after which the Emerald Sisters 
roll on. 

Pair, garbed in snappy white sail- 
orized costumes, one short, treats 
customers to startling deluge of falls. 
Tumblers toss each other about 
unmercifully. Routines are fast and 
smooth—it’s one for the books, or at 
least the bookers. Payoff comes 
with a wrist-to-ankle roll across 
stage, both over and under a prop 
table. 

This week the Gate again tries 
spotting its top act in the middle, 
Ella Logan following. Breezy Scots 
lassie goes right into snappy version 
of ‘Bonny Blue Ribbon.’ Garbed in 
floor-length black _ short-sleeved 
gown, which goes nicely with the 
week’s black-and-gold theme colors, 
Miss Logan follows rapidly with 
‘Sunny Side of Street’ and ‘You 
Made Me What I Am.’ Took the 


Sailors, still over big with an act 
they could practically do in their 
sleep by now, which is almost what 
they’re doing. Boys haven’t altered 
a gag, trick or line in all of 10 years, 
and obviously there’s no reason why 


they should, judging from the way | 


the mob ate up their stuff today. Just 
for the records, though, they might 
add one new piece of material—just 
one. Other act is that of Henry 
King and Arlina, couple of young 
hoofers who have a nice working 
knowledge of legitimate legmania 
and also the showy jitterbug variety. 
Lae’ could dress and sell the turn 
etter. 


Lyman himself keeps in the back- 
ground, without effacing himself too 
completely, and handles the show 
with ease and plenty of assurance. 
He’s experimenting with an audi- 
ence stunt, ‘Sing a Song with 
Lyman,’ in which he invites people 
up from the audience to warble a 


{of banter that takes the stodginess | 





matinee crowd a little time to warm chorus, idea being to present cash 
up to Ella, but when they did, they prize to best one at end of week. 
didn’t stop asking for more. She Those who came up were too ama- 
encored with ‘My Bonnie’ and ‘Loch teurish and they slowed down the 
Lomond,’ and still had to beg off. show to a walk. 
Butch and Buddy, -youngsters, Cohen. 


Washington, May 27. 
The Nonchalants, Bert Frohman, 
Carroll and Howe, Johnny Mack, 
House Line (16), Sam Jack Kauf- 
man Pit Orch; ‘Pot o’ Gold’ (UA). 





Whatever else there is to be said 
about this one, there is one thing 
that must be said first—it certainly 
is long. Stage revue itself clocks at 
50 minutes and this is preceded by 


20 to 25 minutes of overture and Art, 
Brown’s community-sing organ-log. | 
Beyond a couple of handsome back- | 
drops, no special attention seems to— 


have been given - production this 
week either, turns just following one 
another in what finally seems an 
endless procession. 

Considered singly, the acts are 
good enough. Nonchalants almost 
seem to have taken up permanent 
residence in town, but their clever 
kidding of their own gymnastic do- 
ings sets them apart from other 
acrobatic acts and makes always for 
surefire comedy. They’re in next- 
to-closing spot here and wind things 
up to a lively finish. 

Most impressive of the others is 


| Johnny Mack, young tap dancer who 


out of m.cing. Equally at home here 
is Cully Richards, a first rate comic | 
whose style is reminiscent, but not a 
carbon, of Bob Hope’s. Richards 
impresses here primarily on delivery. | 
His material is okay but what he 
could do with a stronger brand of 
patter is no guessing matter. 

NTG introduces several colorful 
production numbers, notably ‘March | 
of the West Point Cadets’ and 
‘Memories of Ziegfeld.’ In addition | 
he has a socko vocalist in Bob’ 
Hughes. He scores heavily and re-| 
peatedly with standard ballads and) 
adds lustre to the ‘Ziegfeld’ number 
when he warbles old favorites from | 
ziggy musicals. Young tenor should 
hit the higher notches. 

Cadet number, in which the girls 
figure for precision hoofing also 
packs a wallop, winding up with a 
salute to the colors. Yvonne de 
Carlo, in a Spanish dance routine, | 
fills the bill nicely while the De! 


Ash and the house band are on stage 
throughout. 

After a novelty opening by the 
Gae Foster girls and the chorus-boy 
Esquires, in which the girls hop up 
and down to jingle bells fastened to 
their belts, wristlets and anklets, 
thus playing tunes, Nellie Arnaut 
and Brothers offer their standard 
and rather impressive act of fiddling- 
while-tumbling and comedy bird 
whistling. It’s good, but over-famil- 
iar and somewhat lost in the huge, 
almost-empty house when caught. 

Mary Dooley and the Vikings 
(New Acts) follow with vocal har- 
mony, marring a nice visual impres- 
sion with too much volume on the 
house amplification system. Scott 


| and Sodjia (New Acts) are next with 


a comedy novelty music turn, okay 
but needing a punch finish. Thats 
followed by the ever-familiar John 
W. Tiebor and his three trained seals, 
doing some remarkable flipper-bal- 
ancing and the usual tune-tooting on 


, Luxe Trio, roller skating act, is em-| horns. That’s all, except that gals 

ployed for comedy as well. In the from the Foster troupe are used to 

latter case a portly femme from the! dress up the various acts. Miss 

audience, cae 2 stooge, is; Dooley and the Vikings join the 
y 


called on to earn permitting Foster girls i for the 
herself to be swung around. Mori. ‘finale. ee en ie. 
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~ PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 





hn Monroe Orch (15), Paul 
erinchail. Beatrice Kay, Hal Sher- 
man; ‘I Wanted Wings’ (Par), re- 
viewed in Variety, March 26, ’41. 





Sock one-hour show at the Broad- 
Paramount with three of its 


ray 
dour major components relatively 
new. Two are under New Acts, Paul 


inchell and Beatrice Kay, the lat- 
a like maestro Vaughn Monroe, a 
radio entity. Hal Sherman; who 
made his ‘Hellzapoppin’ run almost a 
life’s career, is the fourth entry, and 
as to be expected a solid click with 
his unique comedy style of panto 
dancing although he’s now doing a 
bit more audible announcement as 
well. 

Monroe, with a strong band team 
of 14, embracing six brass, four 
reeds, bass, piano, — guitar and 
drums, again gives evidence of the 
fact that few new bands really come 

om New : 
otek around Broadway for that big- 
time national impression, but invari- 


aby they emanate from the hinter-— 


land. 

Monroe is a product of New Eng- 
land, long maestroing one of Jack 
Marshard’s sub-units around the 
Boston Back Bay sector at parties 


and such, until asserting himself at’ 


hotels and danceries, plus a radio 
wire. Then came ‘Amor, Salud y 


Dinero’ which he recorded for RCA ' 


Victor and Monroe started to become 
a factor on the wax works via the 
ukeboxes. Thus are Broadway 
enna band attractions born. 
In the flesh, Monroe wy up a 
highly impressive front that should 
carry him to Hollywood for cine- 
matic values. For one thing, he’s a 
tall, rangy, romantic-looking guy 


who backs up his sight values with | 


a compelling barytone voice. This 
he capitalizes to the hilt with a suré- 
fire medley of current pop ballads 
like ‘My Sister and Y (against an 
appropriate Dutch windmill scrim), 
‘I Understand,’ ‘Intermezzo’ and a 
moderated swing version of ‘Vesta la 
Guibba’ from ‘Pagliacci.’ He sings 
all appealingly and in fine voice. 
Monroe paces the show nicely. 
He's one of the few southpaw maes- 
tros in the public eye. His musical 
instrument is the trumpet which he 


utilizes sparingly, and only in | 


semble. 

Despite his augmented seventh 
brass, the band doesn’t drive too 
hard, keeping itself wisely under 
wraps. The marked contrasts in 
audience values, incidentally, is 
something for showmen to ponder. 
Forepart is forte on the swingo, the 
kids doing the concerted handclap- 
ping for the rhythmpation that’s now 


an accepted form of audience ac- | 


claim. Later, when the steam pres- 
sure is eased off, and Monroe goes 
into his ballads, the applause comes 


from the conservative, back-of-the- | 
audience portion, instead of from the | 
down-front jitterbugs who invariably | 


scramble for and monopolize the 
well-towards-the-stage pews. 

With Monroe is Marylin Duke, 
<a the tallest chanteuse in the 
eld. 


built and highly personable. Gal 


has command of the rostrum and the | 


mike and does well with ‘Changes 
Made’ and ‘Amapola.’ 

Biz excellent opening day with the 
ex-$2 roadshow film from the Astor, 
‘I Wanted Wings,’ now on regular 
run, Abel. 





EMBASSY, FRISCO 





San Francisco, May 22. 

Tommy Harris, Charles Raino, 
Gilbert Bros. (2), the Humanettes 
(2), Betty Langdon, Alice Hulette, 
Jay Brower, m.c., Rayburn Girls (6), 
House Orch (7); ‘Back in the Saddle’ 
mn and ‘Mutiny in the Arctic’ 
(U), 





Third week of the vaude revival at 
this house emerges as socko enter- 
tainment and sent a capacity open- 
ing audience away happy. Intimacy 
of the house and informal handling 
are building the same sort of follow- 
ing vaude used to know, with a few 
younger faces sprinkled this week 
among the oldsters pulled by Jay 
Brower, m.c., who doubles from the 
Lido nitery and is doing a better job 
here than he did in palmier days 
— he had the Golden Gate thea- 
re, i 

Gilbert Brothers, bar act, open for 
an okay warmup, followed by the 
Rayburn girls, doubling from the 
Kona Club in El Cerrito, with a 
flashy balloon routine. Charles 
Raino, juggler, deuces, kidding the 


audience and covering misses with a. 


running gag, ‘it’s in the act.’ 
Brower then calls Betty Langdon, 


house usherette, out of the aisle for | 


two numbers, an on-the-level plant, 
gal having a yen to croon. Novelty 
Well received here. Humanettes, 
puppet act, follows, dolls dancing to 
tune of recordings. Two boys work 
the strings, using Laurel & Hardy 
dolls for a drunk bit which also in- 
cludes a snake. For windup, they 


introduce an oversize professor who , 


conducts the orch amid handicaps. 
Lads get across solidly. 

Best laugh-getter on the bill is an 
orch novelty in which Brower reads 
a phoney script with orchestral illus- 
trations. Principal stooge is one of 
the boys in the band, Floyd Robert- 


York. They all have to. 


She’s over 6 feet, but nicely | 


son, who gets liberally squirted with 
seltzer. It’s nutty but okay. 
Closing (save for hula routine by 
'line) is Tommy Harris, long a Coast 
| air fave, who apparently gets paid off 


|in plugs for his owrk nitery. Also! 


| managed to plug his morning_air 
|show (the guy never sleeps), KFRC’s 
| Breakfast Club. Harris does ‘More 
Love,’ ‘Stardust,’ ‘My Sister and I,’ 
'‘Amapola’ and lands easily. 
| It’s beginning to look as though 
Dan McLean’s hunch of raiding local 
| niteries and radio stations for talent 
is Working out okay and might be a 
hunch for other sectors where low- 
budget vaude revivals are contem- 
| plated. Wern. 


| TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, May 24. 
Gene Austin with Whippoorwills & 
Sherriil Sisters; Petch and Deauville, 
Herb Roshier & Shadow, Lester 
Harding, Patsy & Brady Bridges, 
Herb Six House Orch; ‘Ride on 
Vaquero’ (20th). 








A headliner of some note, Gene 
Austin with his musical troupe is the 
better part of the week’s show. 
Singer is in from a fortnight at the 
Terrace Grill of local Hotel Muehle- 
bach, where the minimum is $1 per 


Teatro de la Zarzuela _ 
(MADRID) 





Madrid, May 3. 
Josephine Baker, Faraboni, Rafael 
de Granada and Carmela, Margarita 
y Francis, Carlota Bilbao, 12 Ritmicas | 
Ballet and Manolo Bel Orch. 


It’s Josephine, and nothing but 
Josephine. The remainder of the 
show is just filler. It’s not much in 
the way shows go, but Josephine 
Baker has little competition here. 
She sings, jokes and adlibs for one 
hour and completely runs away with 





‘all honors, 


| 


|can comedienne gives an abbrevi- | pefor 


In a sketch called ‘La Mujer de 
Ebano’ (‘The Ebony Woman’), which 
is a sketch in name only, the Ameri- 


‘ated repeat—the dresses definitely ' 


are not—of her last performance at 
the Casin. de Paris before’ the 
French collapse. | 


Despite the handicap of inferior 
lighting and staging, the dusky star | 


| gives a typical Baker performance. | 


head, and offering the same show! 


were the family trade can see it for 
30c per. Austin is more like what 
, the house needs in the way of at- 
tractions and such a weekly booking 
should build a steadier trade. Bar- 
ney Joftee, house operator, is hold- 
ing the pace, however, with Ted 
| Lewis on the bill next week. 


Supporting acts are condensed into 


less than 20 minutes at the start un- 
der the routing of Lester Harding, 
m.c. Following the opening band 
specialty, call is to Petch and Deau- 
ville in a round of semi-acrobatic 
and comic interpretative terping. 
| Harding goes a little toward the dra- 
matic singing, not to conflict with 
| the headliner, of Peter DeRose’s ‘I 
Heard a Forest Praying’ for his own 
assignment and drew a healthy re- 
sponse. Next call is to Patsy and 
| Brady Bridges, who have been thrice 
discovered as amateur night winners. 
| Youngsters are offering an empha- 
' sized conga this time. Closing this 
half of the show, Herb Roshier ex- 
hibits his limber black chow, 
Shadow, for some okay light comedy. 

Rest of the bill is left to Austin 
playing the piano, running on his 
accompanying talent and closing with 
‘a list of song vocals that have the 
customers wondering why it has to 
end so soon. 
foursome of 


string 


,to look 


In the Whippoorwill | 
accompanists | 


Austin is equipped for stage work as | 


Village Barn, Greenwich Village, 
June 5), and four get their own in- 
ining to reel off a torrid ‘Boog-It.’ At- 
tention is then to the Sherrill Sisters 
with Doris doing imitations and a 
terp and the two harmonizing on pop 
songs. 

Show is sewed up by Austin’s vo- 
cals as he goes into the album for 
i*You Beautiful Doll,’ ‘Pony Boy,’ 
| ‘Cheyenne’ and ‘Casey Jones’ before 
| socking over his reputed favorites, 
‘Blue Heaven’ ‘Melancholy Baby’ and 
‘Lonesome Road.’ It’s all over in 
less than 40 minutes and customers 
| would have taken more of the last 
half. Quin. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


| (NEWSREELS) 





Embassy this week produces two 
specially photographed interviews 
with Tex McCrary, editorial writer 
of the New York Daily Mirror, who 
recently went to England aboard a 
U. S.-manufactured bomber being 
delivered for service. McCrary has 
since returned and his observations 
of two important phases in the Brit- 
ish war effort make up two separate 
items in the week’s reels, and they 
lare packed with punch. Writer 
covers the ‘Battle of the Atlantic,’ 
explaining the differences in the cur- 
rent situation as compared to that 
of 1917. Second surveys the develop- 
ments of England’s tactics in com- 
bating night raids of Hitler’s bomb- 
ers. 

Both interludes. are liberally 
sprinkled with illustrative shots, few 
of which, however, are actual action 
photos. Night bombing pictures in- 
clude shots of nightraid results, etc., 
and are concluded with what seems 
to be an actual aerial fight, smoking 
tracers tagging a fastflying plane in 
front, taken, apparently, from the 
plane from which bullets are fired. 

Quite a few of the clips that make 
up the rest of the bill are, as usual, 
devoted to overseas fighting. Para- 
mount runs in first films of site and 
| peoples concerned with capture of 
Rudolf Hess in Scotland, and Fox 
comes up with neat photos of bombed 
House of Commons and Westminster 
| Abbey, going back on the last to 
| compare the interior with the day 
the present King George was 
crowned. Quite a few of the re- 
mainder cover same war atmos- 
phere, but none gets out of the ordi- 
nary. 

Rest of the clips cover various do- 
mestic events in sports, new way to 
gather a sun tan, crew races, aqua- 
planing in Florida, ete. Fox has the 
only subject that tends to lighten the 
fare. It has a few short minutes with 
the bear cub that a woman in Mil- 
waukee uses as a pet. Wood. 


well as clubs (he takes his crew into | 


She packs plenty of personality, and | 
despite language difficulty — she 
speaks French with a few Spanish 
phrases—gives the audience what it 
wants—an informal hour which is 
quite unusual in Spanish vaude. 


Introduced as the chief of an 
island, Miss Baker cpens her num- | 
ber with ‘J’Ai Deux Amours.’ 
Although it’s Paris she sings about, 
audience gave her glad hand. She 
then announces that she’s going to 
stnip, but, unlike Paris, the shedding 
consists of the removal of an outer 
gown, 

She then puts over ‘I’ve Got 
Rhythm,’ which she _ intersperses 
with some dancing, ‘Cigarette,’ next, 
is done in the theatre itself. Miss | 
Baker goes among the audience dis- 
tributing cigarets and picking on the 
boys with the hairless pates—and 
they love it. She then winds .up 
with ‘J’Attendrai,’ ballad made 
notable by Rina Ketty. 

Manolo Bel’s orchestra does its | 
job in competent fashion, playing 
from stage throughout entire show. | 
Faraboni excels’ in tap dancing and 
whirling. The remainder is so-so. 
Rafael de Granada and Camela do 
all the Spanish dances that one in- 
variably sees in this type of show. | 
Margarita and Francis try their best 
like jitterbugs. Carmela | 
sings a few ballads. These are the! 
best of Miss Baker’s mediocre sur- 
roundings. Ravo. 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, May 25. _ | 

Count Berni Vici Revue with Paul 

Kirkland, Gloria and Daniele, Barr | 

and Estes, Three Flames, Mills, King; 

and Ray, Line (10), Girl Band (12),} 

Sam Kaplan Pit Band; ‘Redhead’ 
(Mono), 








There are two things that the 
swarthy Count Berni Vici does, one 
very good, the other very bad. His 
production numbers are tops and 
spectacular, his mumbo-jumbo em- 
ceeing is unintelligible. Apparently 
working on a restricted nut, the 
Count has devoted much worthwhile 
energy to the former department. 
His talent array suffices. 

Show gets underway in a flashy: 


| blackout number in which _ the 
|maestro is spotted fiddling fairly 
‘well while in the background, 
ithrough a= scrim, are several 


| florescent-lighted violins and bows in 


action. On stage throughout is a 
12-piece all-girl band’ which backs 
up the acts and production numbers. 
Band is situated under a raised plat- 
form on which a couple of produc- 
tion numbers and acts are whisked 
off. Included in the band are an 
electric organ and novachord. 
Miniature revolving stage is 
utilized on the raised platform in a 
‘Cavalcade of America’ number. A 
colorful spectacle in which statuette 
American soldiers of Revolutionary, 
Civil and World War days are de- 


picted is climaxed with a peace 
scene. 
Interspersing the varied dance 


routines and acts, the 10 linegirls go 
through some simple routines. They 
open with a conga, coming back for 
an Indian dance and a machineage 
ballet. Costumes are more eye-fill- 
fing than their routines. 

First act is Paul Kirkland, who 
does some balancing atop a 10-foot 
ladder, coming down from his perch 


for some assorted tomfoolery, in- 
cluding balancing a paper cone on 
his face, patter and balancing a girl 
atop two chairs. An Indian love 


dance by Gloria and Daniele is just 
another excuse for some sensuous 
dancing. Goldpainted mixed, semi- 
nude pair does a lot of arm and 
bodyweaving for audience gasps. 
Barr and Estes, standard act, are 
back again to garner a few laffs. 
Standard of their work is below that 
of their last trip here. Male member 
gives a much too abbreviated version 
of his socko crowded street car 
seene, in panto. 

A standard production number is 
in the machineage ballet done on the 
raised stage, with Gloria and 
Daniele being brought back as 
robots. Utilizing a portable plat- 
form on the apron, the Three Flames, 
two boys and a gal, go through some 
ordinary roller skating. Number, 
done with special lighting and cos- 
tuming, makes the trio look like 
technicolored escapists from Mars 


and adds the necessary flash to get | 


response from the stubholders. Mills, 
King and Ray, males, go through an) 
assorted routine of song, dance and 
patter for fair returns. 


Biz way off. Eck. 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 


Boston, May 22. 

Renna and Company (3). Chester 
Fredericks with Gloria Lane. Dinah 
Shore, Will Rock and the Thurston 
Magic Show (8); ‘I'll Sell My Life’ 
(Prod) and ‘Red Head’ (Mono), 
dual. 

It’s an odd but okay booking that 
brings together Will Rock's magic 
show and Dinah Shcre on the same 
bill. While Rock has appeared here 
e, the radio singer has not, and 
she receives flattering reception as 
she comes on for a session of songs, 
mostly ballads. In addition to the 
usual four numbers allotted to star 
singers, Miss Shore has no trouble 
getting a bid for an extra encore. 
Changing tempo with ‘Argentina,’ 
‘All Comes Back to Me’ and ‘Ama- 
pola,’ her best number is ‘Yes, My 
Darling Daughter,’ nicely arranged 
and delivered. Her added encore of 
‘Sister and I’ is also a clicker. Singer 
avoids all aspects of making a big 
shot p.a. and sticks to her singing. 

Will Rock has proved in his 
stage presence and chatter since he 
last played this house about a year 
ago; and the entire unit runs off 
with perfect precision. While the 
magician presents some slick tricks 
in rapid succession, there is a fault 
in the similarity between them. 
There are too many ‘experiments’ 
of girls popping out of ‘empty’ 
boxes. The Hindu basket trick is 
embellished with a switch in the 
gendre of the hidden person, who is 
being ‘speared’ by the sword. Prop 
tricks run gamut from levitation to 
sawing-a-woman. Rock performs 
only one card trick, deftly done in 
one to stall for a scene change. 

Renna and Company open the bill. 
Clown comes on in a midget car 
and pops out with a dog and suitcase 
after him. He also goes in for some 
sleight-of-hand, making his pup dis- 
appear. Act is~ an entertaining 
hodge-podge of acrobatics, eccentric 
dancing and pantomime. A rag doll 
dance and the closing comedy ballet 
on ski-like shoes are highlights. 

Chester Fredericks dances fran- 
tically in assorted steps, assisted 
capably by his comely partner, 
Gloria Lane. Fredericks shows ver- 
satility in eccentric, acro and zippy 
vodka hoofology and takes the tough |; 
ones in the challenges. Miss Lane 
offers a brief solo tap and the duo 
get some laughs out of an impression 
of a schoolboy jitterbug at a taxi 
dance hall. Fox. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, May 23. | 

Lou Breese Orch, Skip Morr, Barry 
Warren, Harry Bason, Cass Daley, 
Stevens Bros., Three Cheers; ‘Miss- 
ing Ten Days’ (Col). 

Lou Breese and his boys have 
worked in neighboring Chicago for 
some time, and the loca! dialtwisters | 
are not unfamiliar with their musical | 
wares. Appearing here for the first 
time, they brought along a couple of 
acts and picked up two more from 
local radio stations to fill the 68 min- 





utes running time without over- 
working the four-rhythm, three- 
trumpet, three-trombone and five- 
sax sections of the band. 

Breese, as spokesman, is modest 
in his introductions of the orch 
work to evade the impression that 
the. audience is’ getting some- 


thing big. It’s a good idea, too, as 
the lads are okay as a dance band 
and have some good novelties with- 
out being terrific for a vaude house. 
They do ‘Dark Eyes’ to open, and 
through the run of bill include a sax 
specialty of ‘Look At Me Now,’ fiddle 
rendition of ‘Last Time I Saw Paris’ 
and swing arrangement of ‘Delaware 
3434’ to close. Skip Morr sings ‘No. 
10 Lullaby Lane,’ and is joined by 
the band chorus on ‘He’s My Uncle’ 
and ‘Old Man River.’ Best sock of 
vocal department is Barry Warren, 
guitarist, who has next to closing 
spot to tenor ‘My Sister and I,’ 
‘Where or When’ and ‘It All Comes 
Back to Me Now.’ 

Cass Daley is the real hit of the 
show. Has been here before, but 
every time she returns gal has fresh 
material and is surefjre for plenty of 
mittslaps. With her facial and body 
contortions she is a cinch for hearty 
guffaws, plus her selling of specialty 
tunes. Does ‘Yeah Man,’ a comedy 
number based on song titles and a 
new one called ‘Lament of the Laun- 
dry Girl.’ 

Stevens Brothers have a trained 
bear act. One of the brothers is 
mauled by the animal, then three 
‘spooks’ come out of audience to 
wrestle with the bruin, getting some 
giggles. 

Harry Bason is from local station 
WIRE. He does an act at the piano 
with the help of Wally Nehrling of 
the watter’s announcing staff. 
WFBM sent Three Cheers, girl trio, 
who won a nice response for their 
version of ‘Wise Old Owl.’ The 
double radio tieup should add a few 
more shekels to the boxoffice count. 

Biz was light at third show open- 
ing day Friday (23), a chronic local 
condition which can’t be blamed en-| 
tirely on the stage show. Kiley. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Andy Kirk Orch (14), with Mary 
Lou Williams, June Richmond; Four 
Runaways, Crawford Price, Jackie 
Campbell, Tondeleyo & Lopez, Nor- 
man Astwood, John Mason, Sandy 
Burns, George Wiltshire, Vivian 
Harris, House Line (14); ‘Great 
Plane Robbery’ (Col). 





Andy Kirk’s band came out of the 
middlewest several years ago and 
one of its first ‘big’ dates was at this 
house. In about three years group 
has become one of the topnotch 
colored orchestras. 

Management shrewdly takes ad- 
vantage of Kirk’s Harlem popularity 
by giving the unit more prominence 
than usual for bands at the Apollo. 
House line introduces the musicians 
with more than half the show handed 
over to them, the outfit’s specialists 
and a house entry. 

Mary Lou Williams, pianist, come 
poser and Decca recording artist, 
continues as one of the orch’s out- 
standing specialists. Still solos with 
‘Lady Swings the Band’ ard is spot- 
lighted also in other pi2no sp2cialties, 
Floyd Smith, excellent guitarist with 
the crew. uses his eleciric guitar in 
soloing ‘Georgia On My Minc.’ an? an 


unbilled drawn-out encore. He's 
slick, but is in the limelight too 
much.’ 


Kirk dresses up presentation of 
Benny Sinclair, drummer, with 
special spotlight on the skin-pounder 
and phosphorescent sticks for novel 
effect. Lad hammers the drums with 
authority. Henry Wells, balladist 
who doubles from the brass section, 
and June Richmond take care of the 
song specialties. Duet ‘May I Never 
Love Again,’ with the ever-present 
Smith bringing in his guitar. Girl 
warbler unusually popular here. 

Jackie Campbell, youthful tapster, 
works in front of the band, ending 
his fast tapping with some adroit toe 
stepping. Diminutive Crawford Price 
works in production numbers as 
songster and a fairish tap dancer. 

Stage show is centered on one big 
production number, a Barbary Coast 
cabaret setting. This gives a chance 
to present all the newcomers on the 
bill excepting Campbell. Hich spot is 
the torrid, modernistic dance by 
Tondeleyo: and Lopez, who’ve been 
here before, with the former doing 
a modified cooch, capably done, 
Four Runaways, obviously a_ vet 
quartet of knockabout tumblers and 
acrobats, is the only white act on 
bill. Four men garbed in sailor out- 
fits clean up with their clowning. 

Couple of comedy bits worked in 
this set by John Mason, Sandy Burns, 
George Wiltshire, Vivian Harris and 
Norman Astwood are good for more 
than usual quota of laughs. Astwood 
also is the principal singer on the 
production numbers. Earl Dancer 


| staged the show well, work of the 14 


girls, many of ’em new, being above 
par. 

Biz way off at show catight (last 
one Friday), heat and Joe Louis- 
Buddy Baer fight obviously hurting. 
House has new reduced summer 
scale in effect for second week, but 
that did not help much when caught 

Wear. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, May 24. 

‘Truth or Consequence, Victor 
McLaglen, Lester Cole and Six Debs, 
Allen and Kent, Lou Schrader House 
Band (18); ‘Adam Had Four Sons’ 
(Col). 

Lots of show on the Earle stage 
this session, running almost ar hour 
and a half at this catching. But 
outside of some moments of Victor 
McLaglen’s stint, there is little drag. 

‘Truth or Consequence’ visually 
proves even more entertaining than 
over the air with the wacky stunts 
Ralph Edwards makes participants 
go through when they fumble his 
tricky questions. Among the ‘conse- 
quences’ which brought guffaws 
when reviewed were a stout woman 
playing nursemaid to an oldster, re- 


plete with putting diapers on him 
and feeding with a bottle and nipnle; 
a guy with a wig leading Lou 


Schrader’s house crew through ‘Poet 
and Peasant’ with a toilet device for 
a baton; a fat gent singing ‘Coming 
Through the Rye’ while getting into 
a two-way stretch. 


Tops in screwball antics was stand- 


ing three husbands in back of 
boards with only their noses pro- 
truding. Their respective spouses 


were supposed to pick their help- 
mates by their schnozzes and kiss 
same. None of the fraus picked the 
right one. The stunt kept the pew- 
holders near hysterics. Winners of 
both ‘truth’ or ‘consequences’ get 
cash prizes and cakes of soap of the 
program’s radio sponsor. Edwards 
does a sweet job of keeping it mov- 
ing at a swift pace. He’s aided down 
front by Herb Moss and Jack 
Farnell with mobile mikes. 

Lester Cole and his sextet of eye- 
filling gals are in the opening spot, 
with Cole handling the m.c. slot and 
warbling with the ‘choir” Among 
the tunes are ‘A Pretty Girl,’ ‘Sweet 
Summer Dream,’ ‘Gypsy Sweet- 
heart,’ ‘There'll Always be an Eng- 
land.’ Latter is done very effectively 
with stage darkened and only the 
heads of the singers lit up with tiny 
spots, 

Allen and Kent, with an unbilled 

(Continued on pege 54) 
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Variety Bills 





WEEK MAY 30 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
show, whether full or split week. 
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NEW YORK CITY ba mm 

apito’ 

State (29) 'Rhythm Rockets 
Trixie | Frank Libuse Co 
Rosario & Antonio | Roy Smeck 

Del Rios 


Jackie Miles | Chandra Kaly Co 
Gus Arnheim Ore !Jack Joyce 





Paramount 











NEW YORK CITY | Rossilianos 
Paramount (28) .Lois Wallner Co 

Vaughn Monroe Ore Jack Holst Co 

Beatrice Kay 














Hal Sherman MIAMI 
Paul Winchell | Olympia (29-1) 
CHICAGO Sybil Bowen 
Chicago (29) Bob Bromley 
Lime 3 Dooley & Lane 
BOSTON Johnny Woods 

Keith’s (29-1) (23) 


Bernivici Co 





Major Bowes U 


Pan American Fol COLUMBUS 
CLEVELAND Palace (23) 
Palace (30) | Eddie Duchin Ore 


Eddie Duchin Ore | Messios Abbott Co 
Merriel Abbott Co Johnny Woods 





Sane 


Warner - 











NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (30) 
Wayne King Orc 
Don Cummings 
Randall Sis 
Monacled Amb'dors 
Tommy Wonder Co 
Dennis Morgan 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (30) 
Wesson Bros 
Simone Simon 


| Diosa Costello 
Bea Wain 


(23) 


| Victor McLaglen 
Lester Cole Co 
| Allen & Kent 


WASHINGTON 


Earle (30) 
Gae Foster Gls 
Goodrich & Nelson 
Lorraine & Rognan | Golden Gate 4 
Victor McLaglen ‘Lynn, Royce & V 

3) Siggy Lane 

Abe Lyman Orc 23 
Gleason Co (23) 


Truth or Con’qu'ces 


| Edith Lambert 
Lynn & Marianne 
Elinore Rutherford 


Bill's Gay 90's 
Charles Strickland 
Lulu Bates 
'Fred Bishop 
Spike Harrison 
Harold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 
Bernie Grauer 


Cafe Pierre 
| Bob Knight Ore 
Patricia Ellis 


Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 


Teddy Wilson Ore 
Eddie South Ore 
Hazel Scott 
Golden Gate 4 
Jack Gilford 


Cafe Society 

(Village) 
| Henry Allen Ore 
|Kenneth Spencer 
|Meade Lux Lewis 
‘Art Tatum 
|Helena Horne 
Ammons & Johnson 


Claremont Inn 
Joe Ricardel Ore 


Club 18 


G Andrews Orc 
Peter Brent Ore 
Pat Harrington 
Jack White 
Roy Sedley 
Diana Fontaine 
Frankie Hyers 
Irene Barclay 
Conchita 

Anita Dillon 
Ann Paige 
Hazel McNulty 


Club Gaucho 
Don Avendano Ore 
Currito & Coral 
Luis Camache 
Jose Perez 
Rosa Rio 
Harriet Carr 
Renee 


Copacabana 
Nat Brandwynne O 
| Frank Marti Ore 
Mara 
Yvette 
Carlos Ramirez 





Adele Norales 
Samba Sirens 


Cuban Casino 


Consuelo Moreno 
Don Casanova 
Dimas & Belen 


DeAngelo & Porter 


Nani Todd 
Lehua Paulson 


Hotel Lincoln 
Harry James Ore 
Hotel McAlpin 


Arturo Arturos Ore 
Wendy Bishop 


Hotel New Yorker 


Peter Kent Ore 
Ross McLean 


(Cocoanut Grove) 
Buddy Clarke Ore 





Olga Ivanova 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Senia Karavaeft 
Michel Michon 
Mishi Uzdanoff 
Arjsiak Arafelova 
Sawdust Trall 


Annie Kent 
Great Lester 
Satch & Satchell 
Betty Maison 
Spivy’s Roof 
Spivy 
Haywood & Allen 
Eddie Mayehoft 


Betty Bryant 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Ray Benson Ore 
Gicria Hope 
Jovita Hampe 
Versailles 
M Bergere Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Doris 
Joe E Lewis 
Grace McDonalé 


Village Barn 


Anthony Trini Ore 
Bud Sweeney 





LOS ANGELES 


Bar of Music 


Bill Jordan 
George Kent 

Ann Harriett 
Tony Sharrabba 
Dick Winsiow Ore 


| Biltmore Bowl 


| Jimmy Castle 
Titans 


Hotel Park Central Dorothy Brandon 


Armand & Lita 


{3 Dee’s 


Bob Murphy 
‘It’ Cafe 
Dave Forrester Ore 
Macambo Cafe 
Humbertos Bd 
Phil Ohman’s Ore 
Palladium 


Andrews Sis 
Al Donahue Ore 


Paris Inn 
Kenny Henryson 





Don & Ruthie Lane 


Arne Barnett Ore 
Al Milton Ore 


Old Heidelberg 


Sally Sharratt 
Heidelberg Ens 
Loule & easel 


Hans Menzer 


Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Jan Garber 
Eddy Howard 
Bob Evans 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Perez Four 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Orc 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 


Club Bali 


Alan Fielding 
Bali-lovelies 
Juanita 
Johnny Morgan 
Dacita 

3 Radio Aces 


Ore 





























| BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


NEW YORK 


EDWARD SHERMAN 


1619 BROADWAY 


COL. 5-0930 


Alice Kavaa 
Byton Gis 
Carl Marx 


Ehumba Casine 
Tito Guizar 


#Don Pedro Oro 
Milo Perez Ens 


606 Club 


Billy Carr 
Margret Faber Gls 
‘Alyce Cerf 

Ceil von Dell 
Benton Twins 
Jerry Withee 
Olive Sharon 
Nannette Carmen 
Honey Bee 
Jimmy Ray 
Carrie Finnell 
Millie Wayne 

Sol Lake Ore 





Charlie Barnett Ore Tripoli 3 


PHILADELPHIA 


Mayo’s 
Gus Johnson Ore 
Jimmy Evans 
Paul Kane 
Margie Hight 
Mildred Gilson 
4 Octaves 
Bill Bailey 
Bill Hughes 
Alan Wood 
Minstrel Tavern 
Carroll & Sally 
Margie Rose March 
Sissy Ginnie Loftus 
Ed McGoldrick, Sr 
Helen Marriott 
Neil Dieghan’s 
Leonard Cooks 
Marrone & Gallo 
Mary Eller 
Havenaires (4) 

















Jose Dominguez O 
Jack Waldron 
Elenore Wood 
Hibbert, Byrd Co 
Winton & Diane 
Bunny Howard 
Ginger Dulo 
Sylvia Barry 


Hotel Pennsylvania 


Gene Krupa Ore 
Bob Eberle 


Hotel Plaza 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Chiquito Orc 
Paul Haakon 
Maxine Kisor 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Jose Morand Orc 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 


Dave Martin Ore 
Dee Williams 
Yank Porter 
Dick Fulbright 
Bill Dillard 

Hotel St. Moritz 
Ford Harrison Ore 
Lolo & Ramon 
Florence & Alvarez 
Betty Black 
Jaye Martin 


Corinna Mura 
Leon & Mace 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Casa Manana 
Allan De Witt 
Ward Sis 
Calahan Sis 
Jan Savitt Ore 


Cocoanut Grove 


Mary Parker 

Billy Daniel 

Jimmy Brierly 
Mitchell Leisen Rev 
Freddie Martin Orc 


Earl Carroll 


Buster Shaver 
Olive & George 
6 Debonairs 
Beryl Wallace 
Frankie Conville 
{Dorothy Ford 





Emile Petti Ore |Mary Peterbeck 
Hildegarde | Helen O'Hara 
Leo Kahn | Sunny Dale 
Hotel St. George (| Reyes’ Rhumba’ Bd 
(Brooklyn) | St Clair & Day 


Rhumba Orc 
| Slate Bros 
| Bill Brady 
Manny Strand Ore 


Florentine Garden 


Lillian Tours 

| NTG Anniversary 
| Sid Tomack 

Fred Scott 

| Reis Bros 

Don Eddy 





Dominic 

Marg’rite & M’rtinez 

Henry Monet 

Revue Parisienne 

Helen Harrison 

Helen Miller 

Chuck Henry Ore 
Pirates Den 

Pegleg Happeney 

Art Winslow 

Bugs Wilson 

Henry Grant 

Gaby La Fitte 

| Mie Lan 

Flo Ash 

Marjorie Raymond 

Chet Record 

Nick Cochran Ore 
Rhumboogie 

3 Rockets 

Dorothy Garbo 

Mary Brian 

Rose O'Neil 

Cee Pee Johnson O 

Joe Stevens 


! 

Scheherazade Cafe 

Yascha Borowski 

Alex Morison 

|Sandra Karina 

| Russian Gypsy Ore 
Seven Seas 

Lilia Kipikona 

| Sybil Thomas 

Benny Kaha 

Puanani Mathews 

Miki Wiki 

Charlie Openui 





‘Geraldo & Helen 
Juanita Juarez 
Ben Franklia 
Vera Fern 
Townsends 
Ralph Eastwood 
Nirma Cordoya 
Leo Zollo Ore 


Cadillac Tavern 


Harry Dobbs Orc 
Cadillac Caperettes 
Ben Perry 

Darlere 

Niles & Joanne 
Henrique & Adri’ne 
Nessley & Normand 


Carroll’s 


Maxine De Shon 
Fields & Georgie 





Grace Gordon 
| Wilbur Rance 
Clair Fenert 


Club 15 


| Harriet Hale 
; Smythe & Dolores 
| Ad Lib 
Barbara Stone 
Carol Kane 
Margie Hill 
Rose Venuti 

Di Pinto’s 


'Dave Stein 

| Ellen Lundle 

| Billy Chester 
Eddie King Ore 


Ray Hottinger Ore 
Pryde & Dill 


Old Falls Tavern 


Helen Wilson 
Billy Hayes’ Ore 
Andy Fletcher 
Buck Calhoun 
Andy Russell 
Jean O'Neill 
Open Door Cafe 
Grace Huston 
Betsy Mack 
Warren Phillips 
Frances Condon 
Pen Raymond 
j Jean Everston 
Betty Burns 
Irving Braslow Ore 


Palumbo’s 


Lucky Bucks 
Lavee Twins 





! 


Charlie Gainest Ore Valley & Lynn 


| Lavernes 
Irene Kaye 


16 De Shon Dancers, Barnett & Barclay 


Little Joe & Jean 
Johnny Leary 
Park Casino 
Pk Casino Trou'dors 
Frank Hail 
Stephanie & Craig 
| Edith Delaney 
Margot Wells 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) 
Cecil Golly Ore 
Mildred Stoully 
Gene Hyman 
Jimmy Engler 
Hal Fifer 


ddie LaBaron Ore 


Sammy Lipman 
Antoinettes 
Cafe 


Freddie's 
Gale Parker 
Tubby Rieves 
Geo D Washington 
Six Glamour Gis 
Gourmet Club 
Eddie Robinson Orc 
Carmelita & Lee 
Jean Marshall 


Hotel Carter 


Thixton Sprenger 
Ambassadors Orc 


Hotel Cleveland 


Lang Thompson O 
Margaret English 


Hotel Fenway Hall 


Johnny Joyce Ore 
Mary ine 

Hotel Hollenden 
Sammy Watkins O 
Rosita Rios 
Albins 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 


Loren Parsons 
Sanford Mandel 
Bobby Allen 
Barry Wilkinson 

(Motor Bar) 
Vie Abbs 


Bowery 
Morton Downey 
3 Ryan Bros 
Mige Williams 
Hartnells 
St John Trio 
8 Berdun Jitterbugs 
Arden Danc 
Dian Rowland 
Johnny King 
Chas Carlisle 
Benny Resh Ore 


Casanova 
Durand & Barry 
Burns Bros 
Carol Crane 
Jack Drayton 
Virginia Rendel 
Bernie Green 
Laura Jean 
Lee Walter Ore 


Corktown Taverna 


Beef Trust 

Good & Goodle 
Prof Crump 
Orlando 

The Wests 
Jackie Del Rio 
Dick Haviland 
Les Arquette Ore 


Hund’s 


3 Old Timers 
|; Manuel Lopez 





London Chop House 


Tonia Valenti 
'Chet Everhart 


Ruby Orc 
Morocco 
‘Gay Nineties’ Rev 


, Buddy Duray 

Joe Foder Ore 
| Madelon Baker 

Nebiolo’s 

Di Giovanni 
Frederick & Collins 
Phelps & Cullenbine 
6 Vanettes 








— a 


Skate-O-Maniacs 
Sloan & Gary 


Hotel Statler 
Jules Duke Ore 
La Conga Club 
Ramon Arias Orc 
Lindsay’s Skybar 
Jaun Florer 
Peurl de Lucca 


Mounds Club 
Adelaide Moffett 


Monaco’s Cafe 
Jimmy Harris Ort 
Chapelle & Hannon 

Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin Ore 
Southern Tavern 
Lee Allen Orc 


3700 Club 
Tucker & Tremaine 
Art West 
Roma Huston 
Arlene Daye 





DETROIT 


Leonard Seel Orc 
Northwood Ina 
Anita Jacobi 
Woods & Bray 
Harry Schilling 
Roshee & Lee 
Ray Carlin Ore 
Oide Wayne Club 
Charles Costello Ore 
McColl Sis 
Bernice Bishop 
Hoffman Bros 
Palm Beach 
Bobby Jones 
‘Ethel Shepherd 
Hal & Dolly 
Shaw & Meade 
Don Pablo Orc 


Huck’s Redford Ina 
Mac McGraw Ore 
Club Royale 

Donald Novis 
Margie Knapp 
Winnie Hoveler Gls 
Lloyd & Willis 
4 H’wood Blondes 
Stan Norris Ore 
Saks Show Bar 
Sharon Lynn Gls 
Gregory, Ray’'d & C 
Phil Irving 
Gonzalo & Beryl 
Pete Viera Orc 
Statler Hotel 
Sande Williams Ore 
San Diego 
George Presnell 
A! Alexander Ore 
Marya & Martyn 
Beth Farre!l 
Delores LaMonte 
Lenny Shore 
Verne’s 
{Gold & Primrose 
| Alma Vincint 
| Arlene Cole 
| Paul Burk 
Dick Hughes 


| Harry Collet Ore 
| Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cub Room) 
Herman Fine 
Wonder Bar 


Sammy Dibert Ore 
Castrillos 
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‘ Gae Fost 1 Effi Dorre Sugar Geise Bobby Mathews Roman Grille | 
Se i actine Pg sal Hotel St. Regis | javid Marshall Ore Johnie Bright Ore Embassy eect PITTSBURGH 
PHILADELPHIA |3 Read Sis Diamond Horseshoe Hal Saunders Ore | Geo Clifford 1underbolts 
Far 3 “4 . |Gus Martel Ore Charlie Foy's Club | Slapsy Maxies | eo ore Sunny Stone 
a a ag ae | | Ben Blue Pepita & Lucia Cornbread & Honey | Anchorage {Bobby Whaling Co 
Rimac Orc Siggy Lane Mae Murray Hotel Taft Charlie Foy Ben u Allida & Chico Mildred Gilson h oO a 
Nita Naldi Frankie Masters O | Leonard Sues Cully Richards Gail Manners Eddy Hockney | Hug Morton Ore | Merry-Go-Roun 
‘Carlyle Blackwell | Phyllis Myles | Jerry Lester Benny Lessy Cliff Hall Rol Parker Ore payeare Deane | Bubbles Becker Ore 
Joe E Howard Hotel Waldorf bering Marsh fey Bey eas, eine <i alta Arlington Lodge Danny Bridges 
: P tdaie Calve | Sam Lewis Renee : 4 7 ee oe yr ova 
Ross Wyse, Jr y Od daie Calvert at Shaw Susan Lang (Hotel Senator) Phil Cavezza Orc Frances Stone 


Independent 











June Mann 


| Red Manley Ore 





|Carlos Reyes Ore 


Balconades 


| New Penn 


Della Lind (Starlight Roof) |Grace Hayes Lodge Al Bard Ore |Curt Weiler Orc | Erskine Butterfield | Ruddy Carlson Ore | Naeste 
Geo Fontana Xavier Cugat Ore iM : | Somerset House Sivesaveen Caste University : . Gay Carlisle Ore 
Lila Lee Miguelito Valdes | Mary Healy pverE asino Bill Green’s Stephanie & Craig 


Gilda Gray 


Lina Romay 





| ~ red Fleeson 


| Harry Ringland 


| Beth Challis 


Spatola’s Grille 


Marvin Dale Ore 


Teddy Ryan 


NEW YORK CITY ‘Carroll & White Charies Kin M eter Lind Hayes O, Lou Sailee \ Nitzu & : Bob & The Twins ‘ ? ‘lly 4 
H : s ar Nitzu & Ravell 0o -Woo Billy Irwin 

Music Nl (29) Fields & Georgie Mangean Sis Gypey Markoff Grace Hayes } Swanne Inn Linda March 69th St. Rathskeller . ~— ete Cheb Jean Lord 

Wynn Murray (Two to fill) Clyde Hager Evelyn Tyner Mavis Mims |Slim & Slam | Casimiera Sis \Seosle Simon | Lester 


Joe Jackson 

June Forrest 

Ward & Lane 
Robert Shanley 
Corps de Ballet 
Rockettes 

Erno Rapee Symph 


HARTFORD 
State (30-1) 


PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (30) 
| Simpsen Co 





George White Show 


El Chico 
Don Alberto Ore 
Juan Martinez 
Gloria Belmonte 
| Antonita 


H Williams Trio 
Iceland Restaurant 
Ted Eddy Orc 
Charles & Celeste 
Marcelia Claire 
Danny White 


Rebecca Hayes 

| House of Murphy 
| Dolores 

| Frankie Gallagher 
| Hal Chanslor 

|} Jean Neunier 


Gladys Bentley 
Trianon 
Duke Ellington Ore 
Wilshire Bowl 
Velascos 


| 


Pat Shevlin Ore 
4-U Bar 

Gloria Dale 

Brooks Sis 

Tom Plunkett 

| Fred Lasprelle 


| 
| Doris Elliott 
| 


|Gale Sheridan 

| Harry McKay 
}Ross & Ross 

| Alice Ross 

Ruth Templeton 
Tony Bennett Ore 


| Maxie Simon 
Harry Comorada 
| Buddy Blaine 
|Tubby Miller 
Reggie Dvorak 
Club Petite 


Nixon Cafe 
!Al Marisco Ore 
| Bob Carter 
Enrica & Novello 
Dancing Debs 


‘ /Ryan Benson | Maria Lepez - ; |Gerdon Bish¢ Skinnay Ennis Kay Partel | Silver Fleet Inn Piccolo Fete Ore — 
Capt rs | Lee Dixon Charro Gil 3 Kelly’s Stable | : ii ‘ nes sig Marie F sametriet Virginia Lawler Betty Smiley Sherdina Walker © 
“the . Saul Grauman Co , Hot Lips Page Orc Eile Saerd es Be Art Schamberg Ted Blake 
Scott Sod | Sa ; : ‘ r) Pp age r Eileen Grave @ 3e nd 
Nellie avabes Co | Woodside (30 only) | _ a Seeee | Billie Holiday CHICAGO ag Pe — Dotty Bees é Dick Winkler goo Klein 
Ben Yost Co |3 Smart Gls |Ernie Holst Ore | Billy Daniels 1523 Locust Soe, = eunen Sweet & Lowe 











George Gregg 


. er Dot B ze : : 
Paul Ash Ore | Jack McCoy be tt og Ore |Palmer Bros | Ambassador Hotel | Brucettes Marian Proctor Chie ee Cork and Bottle | Evelyn Nellis 
Apollo (30) Ray & Harrison Ea ta 1688 | Stuff Smith (Pump Room) Blake & Lambert i Evelyn Bradley Max Levin Lloyd Fox Kay Balfe 
Savoy Sultans Jim Wong Tr Famous Door | C/arence Profit Trio yal Oman Ore Evers & Dolores | Rola Montoya |Joe Lenny El Chico Oasis 
Cats & Fiddle PITMAN l swty a La Conga Bi kk Hotel | Peppy & Peanuts Elaine Black Harrv Small ; J Villella Or 
Evelyn White | Broadway (31 only) Sylvan Green Ore : ~ pay vagy ne Tuckers Bubbles Shelby j EAR re | Ramoni Ore Joe Villella Ore 
2 Thompson Bros i38 Harmonica Seed Bee Kalmus Jack Harris Ore (Walnut Room) Bobby Danders | Rose Feeney FOR Her | Rossi Sis John Conte 
Mae Diggs |3 Smart Gls . Heat Waves a Morales Ore Leonard Keller Orc ‘ Marvelle Myler | Kay Lavery Silver Lake Inna Lolita Cordoba dag ae Nong 
Chink Collins Canfield Smith isos , fa tai ag ay Boiler Dorothy Dee | Congress Hotel | %ins’s Swing Ore Dolores Worrell | Case & Dertte Ber * “ 
Pig Meat Ji w T ort Fane ay sou seller Maurice & Maryea | ; H , Geo Reex > > erry nne 
: | Jim Wong Tr hte 7 fe “tig Persp y (Glass Hat Rm) (H Walton Roof) ‘ Hotel Fort Pitt 
ATLANTIC CITY PROVIDENCE Princess Aloma sazara & Castell’0s Tune Tessers | | Alice Lucey Orchard 
Steel Pier (30-1) | Metropolitan |C Hoherty Gls Nina Orla Hadley Gls (Reacegk Km) a nee Watkins Twins fog Bi - J my Gamble Ore 
Lp ‘ i“ . i . 3 | Joe Vera” Glamour Gls Ade b 4 7 Johnny Mitchell immy Ga e 
Sen ton Gan | Adrian ‘Rollmnt 2 | waannnpne. City open a terse me egteeange ted Drake Hotel Helen Heath Frank Hessel Ore | Jessica Wheatley Jay Loring 
Dinah sh arian Rollini Sal Cabral Ore |Geo Sterney Ore |} Art Jarrett Orc Camillia House) Bob Russell Stamp’s Harry Walton Chuck Miller 
inah Shore Morey Amsterdam | }faya Keila | Bela Bizony \Chris Cross oder | Vera Neva Barry, Prince & C | Irma Guthrell Pines 
ee — Todd Hoo Shee |} Rudi Timfield | Adrienne Dance | Ramon Ramos Ore Maurice & Cordoba Judy Toppy Hotel Hen Bill Leroy Or 
ae O30) eonaer White | Jue Fong leon & Eddie’s | Marianne Arden | Eleanor French Michael Sandina Vie Earlson | (Silver Grill) Tony Reaance 
Guy Lombardo Ore | Lester Cole Co — wee Lou Martin Ore | Blackstone Hotel Propane ene oo oe | Btauee — Billy Merle Ore Ray Englert 
(31) \Ch’r Fredericks Co | Havana-Madrid | Eddie Davis | (Balinese Km.) | Hotel sOU SOrrison p atae =e eg “ : Redd’s Caf 
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Corio’s Skinsome Tordeleyo’ in White 
Cargo Big B.O. Despite the Leg(it) ‘Art 


‘Lady’ Benefit 





By HERB GOLDEN 

More Corio, less conversation is 
the desire of the amateur critics who 
are crowding the b.o. at the Adams, 
Newark, this week to catch ‘White 
Cargo.’ Their consensus echoes that 
of their brothers and sisters in the 
Bronx and Brooklyn, who have 
heated up the turnstiles of the Wee 
& Leventhal subway circuit these 
past two weeks to view the Ann 
Corio metamorphis from Hirst to 
histrionics. 

‘Cargo,’ truth to tell, is no longer 
sufficient vehicle for the Corio tal- 
ent. It was okay last year when the 
femme from 42d street was untested 
and unproved. But now, her art 
tried and found not wanting in 
the test tubes of either the super- 
cilious Broadway crix or in the yard- 
age of tickets sold, she should have 
something more of a play. 





suspend for the summer at the Al- 
vin, N. Y., June 14, there will be an 
extra performance on the following 
evening as a benefit for the Actors 
Fund. Stagehands and musicians 
have agreed to suspend their rules 
covering pay. 

Musicians will get $10, which is 
the regular wage for one perform- 
ance. Similarly, stagehands will be 
paid $6.75, with department heads 
$12.50. Ordinarily portions of a week 
require a full week’s pay. 


: ** Geo. Kaufman Meets 
rae eae atte talent, By no means.| Lee Shubert and ‘Big’ 


But one that requires more Corio. , 


Mr. Minsky’s ex-little girl, Ann, Leads to Verbal Tiff 


makes but one appearance in Act I 
and looks in on the stage only occa- 
sionally thereafter. It ain’t enough. Lee Shubert and George S. Kauf- 
Not for a star who gets 100% billing. man, who are arguing who has the 
It's not 7 Cea tend dang Ma | rights to ‘Mr. Big,’ encountered each 
hepeaaec in and heat-sickness in Other on 44th street, N.Y., last week 


the damp rubber country of Africa | and there was a terse conversation, 











that brings the queue to the cash- | mostly by Kaufman. Both smiled but |edy was planted in a spot designed | 














receive 10% reduction in price of 
| tickets for most plays and opportun- 
ity to secure tickets before sales are 
opened to the public. 

At a recent meeting, Frank Hous- 
ton was re-elected president; Mrs. 
Herbert O. Peet, v.p.; Ethel McDon- 
ald, secretary; Eugene Zachman, 
treasurer, and Mayor John B. Gage, 
| honorary chairman. 

Sponsorship by the League re- 
sulted in 40% increase in boxoffice 
receipts for the 1940-41 shows and 





Manager Would Cool Off 
Actors as Well as Patrons 


There are cooling systems in near- 
ly all Broadway legit theatres for 


ier’s cage. No, sir! didn’t mean it. Author-manager, 
Disappoints in Act II who intends making his debut as a 
Annie’s appearance in that first’ showman on his own with ‘Big,’ told 
act, of course, is quite an appearance. Shubert, ‘I saved you a lot of money 
Fetching in loin cloth and brown by taking the play,’ adding that it 
powder, she announces—with syl- | might be just a flop. 
lables properly accented—‘I am Ton-| Big’ which was tried out at Co- 
de-ley-o.’ Somewhere in the African jymbia University last winter, was 
bush between Acts I and II the na- | virtually bought by Shubert but 
tive gal manages to whip up a bras- | technically the deal was not con- 
siere, to the disappointment of the | summated, mostly because one of the 
boys from the Bronx, Brooklyn, /|two authors had not signed the con- 
Newark, et al. Even so, the remain- | tract and both were said to have 
ing expanse of epidermis is nothing | preferred Kaufman doing the play. 
less than enticing. The boys from Kaufman is reported having de- 
the Bronx, Brooklyn, Newark, et al, | clared that if Shubert sued over the 
can’t have everything. rights, the shows of a half dozen 
Back in 1923, when ‘Cargo’ opened | producers would refuse to play Shu- 
at the Greenwich Village theatre, | bert theatres, at his request. That 
some critics suggested that it even | was denied, but when Shubert heard 
bordered on art. Now it borders on | the report he filed court proceedings. 
boredom except for those = gr 
quent moments when s.a. raises its 
lovely head. Miss Corio’s talent, | K C PLAYGOERS WILL 
whatever it may be—and it is only oVe : 
shading out of the tyro stage thespic- AN 
auc not one that bores. Ask any- EXP D T0 2,000 IN 4) 
one who’s ever been to the ay 
Sole femme in the cast, Ann’s the : 
busher who’s lived with every Eng- Kansas City, May 27. 
lishman on.the Coast, finding each in The Playgoers’ League of Kansas 
turn pretty useless afterthe damp rot City, organized last season with a 
and the heat has enervated him, — membership list of 2,000 to assure 
nally attracted to a newcomer (JeSSs | , 
Daxbas}, who is so much an Episco- | SUCCESS of legit road plays in the 
palian and has a bulldog lack of sense, | Music Hall, will expand its mem- 
he marries the girl. Too much talk | bership to 4,000 for the 1942 season. 
and too little action from him finally 
lear her to try poison on him, but | 
she’s caught in the act by one of the 
oldtimers (Richard Stevenson): and 
made to swallow the vialful herself. | 
Other members of the cast include | 
Edgar Kent, Wana Singh, Robert | 
Henderson, Edward Harvey, Curtis 
Karpe, George Smithfield and Shel- 
ley Hull. - Direction is tired, and 
with the big hunks of dialog, especi- 
ally in the first act, that hurts. 
Strawhat Plans 
Effort to give the burley grad 
something better than ‘Cargo’ will 
be made when she hits the strawhats 
this summer. She opens July 14 at ink on house ledger. 
Cambridge in ‘Sailor Beware,’ then whereby the Philharmonic orchestra 
follows with ‘The Barker’ for a week will shift its concerts nights to Tues- 
each at Cohasset, R. I; Fitchburg, | day and Wednesday is expected to 
Mass., and Metuneck, R. I. That's, be of great benefit next season In 
before New Hope, at which the play freeing Thursday and Friday nights 
is undecided, and then Ivoryton with in the Music Hall to travelling 
‘Sailor Beware’ again. shows. 
In the meantime, after a week’s | 
layoff following Newark, ‘Cargo’ will 
play Wooster, Holyoke and New 
Britain. It will reopen for two 
weeks at the Locust, Philly, in the 
fall, to be followed by a road tour 
for the better part of the winter, it 
is hoped. There’s vague talk of CoM- comfort of audiences, but in few in- 
oF ap tee! it the proper stances is there provision to cool the 
ehic ound. 
. Geaiis acdiiinn herself around | stages. A move to improve that con- 
$1,000 a week on the current tour, dition has started, at pa Aggy 
getting a guarantee of about $500 and of a house ee ern oq 
25% of the gross over $5,000. Show Players who swe " gp 
hit about $7,000 at the Windsor in the. ee ee eae 
é klyn. | ran mith, w ne t 
— ni irr vahvoenauanaela ’ | Barrymore for the Shuberts, asked 
'for and obtained four cooling units 
Logan to Cape Cod | which were installed in the corners 
Joshua Logan, legit director, has of the stage. The devices are filled 
gone to Cape Cod for the summer, with ice and blowers waft cool air 
after a week in New York to see towards stage center. The manager 
the shows. was thanked by members of the ‘Pal 
He has been seriously ill in a Joey’ company, slated to play 
hospital for several months. | through summer at the Barrymore. 


Although ‘Lady in the Dark’ will | 


| Members pay $1 fee, for which they | 


each of 10 plays resulted in black | 
Arrangement | 


Sam Harris in N. Y, 


Sam H. Harris, who was operated 
on in Florida, returned to New York 
from his West Palm Beach home re- 
portedly fully recovered, but is in 
semi-retirement. Showman is ex- 
pected to visit his office in about 
two weeks, but how active he will 
be in producing for next season is 
not indicated. 

Harris plans securing a summer 
home in New Hope, Bucks County, 
Pa., where George S. Kaufman and 
Moss Hart, whose plays he has pro- 
duced, also have residences, 


LAY CHI SLUM 
TO BOOKING 
ERRORS 


Slump in Chicago, where grosses 
have declined to a greater degree 
than on Broadway, is partly attribu- 
ted to booking vagaries. United 
|Booking Office is not blamed as 
much as some managements, who 














! 


agreed to spotting a number of shows | 


in the wrong theatres. Noticed that 
musical shows were presented in 
/houses designed for straight plays 
and, in at least one instance, a com- 


| principally for musicals. 

Result was that the shows and 
houses suffered. Glaring error was 
_made in the case of Ed Wynn’s ‘Boys 
and Girls Together,’ which played 
ithe Selwyn, strictly a straight play 
theatre. It was figured the show, 
| with its large crew and orchestra, 
/couldn’t make much profit even if 
‘capacity was drawn and publicity 
,costs were curtailed. ‘Boys’ dropped 


called it a season. 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ was booked 
| into the Grand, where ‘Boys’ should 
have been planted if not the Erlanger, 
and while it started well enough— 
{though not capacity through any 
|week—business has been dropping 
| steadily. Despite the size of the 
|Chicago house, the Broadway (Ful- 
ton) company easily tops it. 





| Dut that the booking was a mistake 
is generally conceded. ‘Cabin in the 
,at the Selwyn than did ‘Boys’ and is 
far in the red on the date. 

Placing of ‘Hellzapoppin’ in the 
vast Auditorium is still another 
boner considering the business there, 





Revue was cleaning up on the road | 


‘until it hit Chicago, where the busi- 
ness dropped 50%. ‘Hellz’ was re- 
garded a natural for the 1,400-seat 
Erlanger, instead of the Aud, which 
holds 4,000. 


Routes for next season are now 


| being planned and one of the longest | 


tours in sight will probably be for 
the Wynn show, which will prob- 
‘ably play the Coast. Some man- 
agers are complaining that they can- 
not get advantageous sharing terms 
from the UBO, which may curtail the 
number of weeks being booked. 


$100,000 Bankroll 
Permits Cincy Opera 


To Start 20th Season 


much procrastination, the 
Opera Associa- 








After 
Cincinnati 
tion obtained finances in excess of 
$100,000 yesterday (Tuesday) 
|will open its 20th successive season 
at the open air Pavilion June 29. 
The season will run six weeks, or 36 
performances, to Aug. 9. 

Features of the season, the most 
pretentious in Cincinnati’s history, 
will be the complete elimination of 
all German opera, and the first ap- 
pearance anywhere of Grace Moore 
in the title role of ‘Tosca,’ a part she 
will -ssume in the Met season in the 
fall. 

Other singers include Giovanni 
Martinelli, Gladys Swarthout, Elisa- 
beth Rethberg, Robert Weede, Vivian 


Summer 


and 


Della Chiesa, Nicholas Moscona, 
Michael Bartlett, Virgilio Lazzari, 
Rose Tentoni, Joseph Royer, An- 


gelo Pilotto, Rose Bampton, James 
Melton, and Armand _  Tokatyan. 
Oscar Hill continues as managing di- 
rector, while Fausto Cleva will con- 
duct and Anthony Stivenello will be 
,Stage director. 


$12,000 on the four-week date and 


Cast | 
may not measure up to the original, | 


Sky’ is experiencing worse business | 


Campaigning for Equity Council 





Bitter As Rep. Lambertson Re-Injects 
Charges of Communism Vs. Hewitt 





Harry Kaufman on Mend 





Harry Kaufman, ticket broker and 
‘legit showman who successfully un- 
derwent an abdominal operation, 
has gone out of town to recuperate. 
He will remain in Saratoga for a 
couple of weeks, then goes to 
Florida. 


Kaufman is largely responsible for 
‘Helizapoppin.’ Upon returning to 
| New York he will start preparations 
‘on ‘Crazy House,’ a new Olsen and 
Johnson revue with Carmen Miranda. 


‘ty Oshrin to Produce 
Colton Play; Long Feud 
Between ’Em Now Off 











Five years ago John Colton and 
Harry H. Oshrin, his attorney and 
adviser, were calling each other lots 
‘of names, but they evidently have 
agreed to forget their differences 
| and the latter will produce a play by 


the former in the fall. It will be the 
first presentation on his own by Osh- 
rin, who has about 50% of “Tobacco 
Road.’ New play is an adaptation of 
‘The Soldier Tanaka,’ by George 
Kaiser. It “was originally produced 
in Switzerland last year, but was 
taken off the boards at the request of 
the German and Japanese ambassa- 
dors because of its anti-Jap theme. | 


Colton dramatized ‘Rain’ and wrote 
‘The Shanghai Gesture,’ also a hit, 
but for years has been writing for 
Hollywood. It was over the invest- 
ment of his earnings that he quar- 
reled with Oshrin and the latter 
went into court. A judgment of 
$72,500 was awarded to the author, 
principally because Oshrin sunk Col-| 
ton’s money in a realty project called | 
the Tinney Estates near Freeport and | 
| the court ruled it an improper in-| 
vestment, as Oshrin owned the prop- 
erty himself. 

Shortly after the decision Colton! 
agreed to accept about half the! 
amount of the award, payable over a) 
period of five years. Apparently the} 
| payments have been completed. At-| 
| torney represented the author for) 
around 15 years. 


PHILLY ‘FATHER’ ENDS 
STAY; MOVES T0 DET. 








‘Life With Father’ terminates a 13- 
week engagement at the Walnut, 
Philadelphia, Saturday (31) and 
jumps to the Cass, Detroit, Monday 
| (2). Philly date was the longest for 
a straight play date there in a num- 
| ber of years and the average gross 
| for the first half of the run bettered 
$19,000 weekly. Last week’s takings 
were close to $14,000, which means 
'an excellent profit. 

Chicago ‘Father’ went off at the 
Blackstone, not to resume On tour 
until fall. It established a new run 
record for the town, 66 weeks being 
completed. Original company is in 
its 8lst week at the Empire and still 
cleanng up. 


Average gross of the Chicago 
‘Father’ was better than $13,000, 
every week turning a profit. Run 
nosed out ‘Lightnin’’ for the local 


run record, that comedy playing 65 
weeks, also at the Blackstone. Other 
Chicago runs: ‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ 58 
weeks; ‘The Student Prince,’ 53 
weeks; ‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
49 weeks; ‘Castles in the Air,’ 47 
weeks; ‘The Desert Song,’ 42 weeks; 
‘No, No Nanette,’ 41 weeks; “Three 
Men on a Horse,’ 37 weeks; ‘My 
Dear Children,’ 36 weeks. 


Entire company, headed by Lillian 
Gish and Percy Waram, trained back 
to New York, but three members of 
the Chicago company enter the cast 
of the Dorothy Gish-Louis Calhern 
outfit, moving from Philly to De- 
troit. They are Margaret Randall, 
Peter Jamerson and David Jef- 
feries, replacing Phyllis Tyler, 
Richard Noyes and Richard Tyler 
|; Howell. 


= 


Campaigning has started for the 
regular ticket and the independent 
slate in the June 6 Equity election, 
Those active in mailing out litera- 
ture 


favoring the regulars are 
topped by Florence Reed, Alfred 
Kappeler, Robert T. Haines and 


Winifred Lenihan. Paul Stewart is 
chairman of the indie campaigners, 
supported by Everett Sloan, Mervyn 
Williams, Ezra Stone and their can- 
didates. 

Likely that the indie ticket, none 
of which previously won, will poll 
a record number of votes, with in- 
dications that at least some of the 
candidates will be named to the 
council (no officers on the ticket this 
| year). There is a percentage of the 
| Equity membership which invari- 
|ably votes the regular ticket, but 
isome have expressed a_ different 
viewpoint, evidencing they will cast 
for the entire indie ballot of eight 
candidates and vote for two of the 
15 ‘regulars’. 

Congressman William T. Lambert- 
son, who, some months ago, smeared 
the Congressional Record with 
charges that half a dozen Equity 
councilors are Communists or Red 
sympathizers, projected himself into 
the campaign. A letter from him 
urging the defeat of Alan Hewitt 
was circulated through Miss Reed 
over the weekend. Hewitt is the 
key indie candidate and, had it not 
been that he decided to run, there 
would have been no _ opposition 
ticket. Lambertson praised the 
neminating committee for doing a 
‘truly patriotic duty’ in declining to 
put Hewitt on the slate. 

Lambertson vs. Hewitt 

Hewitt, who was among those 
named by Lambertson, said that the 
Kansas legislator was trying to run 
the actors union. He has denied 
having radical leanings right along 
and points out that the charge was 
never proven, hence he should not 
be adjudged ‘guilty.’ In his letter, 
Lambertson wrote: 

‘It would be most unfortunate 
for Equity should the good work 
done by your committee be nulli- 
fied by the indifference or gulli- 
bility of your members. 

‘It is incredible that an honest 
and unselfish man devoted to the 
interests of his organization should 
drive so persistently for an en- 
dorsement which cannot vindicate 
him, but which would further 
tarnish the reputation of Equity 
and penalize hundreds of his fel- 
low actors. Lamberton declared 
that deserving actors throughout 
the country were penalized ‘be- 
cause Communists in high posi- 
tions are not weeded out of the- 
atrical organizations.’ 

Hewitt, who has been principally 
occupied with radio appearances, 
disagreed with the nominating com- 
mittee’s reasoning that it did not 
wish the responsibility of putting him 
on the ticket in light of the Lambert- 
son charges. Actor says that is just 
why he should have been consid- 
ered, as that would be one way to 
clear his reputation, also to bring 
the Red issue into the open, since 
Washington investigators have not 


yet agreed to take action on the 
charges. Revival of the _ radical 
charges stirred the membership 


more than at any time since the 
charges caused an uproar last sum- 
mer, 

At a meeting of the indie group 
reasons for opposition to the regu- 
lar ticket were outlined. This was 
(Continued on page 51) 


Wilmer & Vincent Settle 
‘Maritza’ (Shuberts) Suit 
Suit of Sidney Wilmer and Walter 

Vincent against Select Theatres 

Corp. and Shubert Theatre Corp, 

was settled and discontinued out of 

the N. Y. Supreme Court on Mon- 
day (26). Action sought $25,000 
damages, plaintiffs claiming 10% of 
the total profits received by the de- 
fendants for the rights to the op- 
eretta, ‘Countess Maritza.’ 

Plaintiffs as owners of the rights 
to the operetta, averred they turned 

them over to the Shuberts in 1925 


for 10% of the net profits. The 
Shuberts in 1933 transferred the 
rights to Select. Plaintiffs had 


claimed that the Shuberts received 
in excess of $250,000 from the pro- 
duction and motion picture rights to 


ithe operetta. 
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Father’ Good $13,000 in 66th-Final 
Chi Wk.; Cabin’ $9,000, Unhappy 


New 20% Admish Tax In 
Canada; A.K. Musicals OK 


Montreal, May 27. 
Brace of musicals following one 
another at His Majesty’s for opening 
of early summer season here gar- 








+ nered grosses and offer some 
encouragement to Shuberts to send 
Chicago, May 27. | more. ose Marie’ last week to 


‘Life With Father’ finally wound 
up in Chicago, smashing through for 
a 66-week record run and grossing 
almost $1,000,000 in a theatre which 
had been considered too far off the 
main stem for Chicagoans. Oscar 
Serlin’s method of management, 
presentation and operation was 
revelation in building goodwill. 

Otherwise the loop situation was 
pretty much the same. ‘Hellzapop- 
pin’ was a bit better in its second 
session in the big Auditorium, but 
only a grand or so. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Grand 
(7th week) (1,200; $2.75). Holding to 
a sameness of pace, considerably off 
capacity but safely on the profits 
side at $10,500. 

‘Cabin in the Sky,’ Selwyn (3d) 
week) (1,000; $2.75). One more week 
and then to the Coast. Has not been | 
happy here, with the money con- 
siderably under expectations; $9,000. | 

‘Hellzapoppin, Auditorium (2d) 
week) (4,000; $3.30). Far under the 
house potential. Lifted a bit last 
week, coming up to $20,500. 

‘Life With Father,’ Blackstone, 
(66th and final week) (1,200; $2.75). 
Cracked all money and run records | 
for Chicago and was a lesson in| 
proper theatre and show operation. 
On finale picked up to $13,000. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Harris (14th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Going along 





a 
old daughter of conductor Leopold 


Leopold Stokowski’s 
Daughter in Strawhat 


Philadelphia, May 27. 
Sonya Stokowski, blonde 19-year- 


Saturday (24) and ‘Blossom Time’ 
previous ‘week at $2.82 top each 
about the same estimated 


Extra Federal tax of 20% on ad- 
mish had not then hit legitimate 
stage shows in Canada, but will do 
so under last week’s amendment of 
| the Budget for the future. 


RITA'S’ BANG-UP 
$31,000 INL. A 


Los Angeles, May 27. 

Spring operetta festival at the 
Philharmonic is the only legit offer- 
ing in town. ‘Pins and Needles’ 
‘held over for second week at the 
Biltmore and struggled to $5,500. 
Operetta series at Mason folded, 

Festival’s opener of a four-week 











Stokowski and his former wife, Olga 
Samaroff, will be the ingenue lead 
for the summer season at the Bucks 
County Playhouse, New Hope. 
Miss Stokowski has appeared in 
summer stock in New England the 
past two seasons. She makes her 
debut at New Hope June 6 in ‘George 
Washington Slept Here,’ in which 
Charles Butterworth plays the lead. 


Ruth Chatterton Starts 
Toronto’s 2d Summer 
Of Guest-Star Legit 


Toronto, May 27. | $31 od0. ‘Naughty Marietta’ follows, 
With Ruth Chatterton and Barry | both being at $2.75 top. Tariff lifts to 


Thomson leading off the week of $3.30 top for the last two musicals, 


June 2 in Shaw’s ‘Pygmalion,’ Royal Poe meng BB ang <4 PR ce 














stand, ‘Rio Rita,’ chalked up neat $ 


Heat Wilts B'way B.0.s; ‘Hattie’ 
$25,000, ‘Joey’ $17,000, ‘Eileen’ 
$12,000, ‘Corn’ 136, All Ease Off 








Summer heat, with the thermom- 
'etor over 91 degrees Thursday (15), 
|did not help business last week and 
'there were lower grosses than pre- 
| viously. No sudden closings oc- 
|curred, but at least two are dated for 
|Saturday (31). 


Estimates for Last Week 


Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 
O (Operetta). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(20th week) (CD-938; $3.30). Con- 
tinues to clean up and from the pace 
up to now will play until first of the 
year; rated over $16,500. 

‘Claudia,’ Booth (15th week) (C- 
712; $3.30). Making fine profit right 
along and there may be two com- 
|panies sent on tour next season; 
original show should continue well 
into fall period; $12,000 and better. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden 
, (140th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). With 
|only two or three musicals slated 
| through summer, this long run revue 
|should be among survivors; around 
‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (8th 
week) (repeat engagement) (R-3,087; 
$2.75). Went to new low last week, 
when gross was around $15,000; pos- 
sibly a fresh skating show will be 


— At NMR So nt Rm Say Bi 


satisfactorily and no indication of 
any closing notice, but eased to 
$9,000. 

‘Twelfth Night," Erlanger (3d 
week) (1,400; $3.30). Now sending 
out flock of special-rate school du- 
cats and getting customers. On the 


right side of the ledger at $15,000. 
McCoy at the helm, duo last year 


WOOLCOTT’S ‘DINNER’ kept the Royal Alexandra open dur- 
BIG $15,000 IN HUB : ing the summer for 10 weeks with 


Alexandra here inaugurates its sec- 
ond summer season of visiting guest- 
stars. Inaccurate, perhaps, to call 
it strawhat, inasmuch as the 1,551- 
seater is an air-conditioned metro- 
politan house, but low summer- 
| prices will prevail. 


With Ernest M. Rawley and Frank 





such stars as Ethel Barrymore, Fran- 
cis Lederer, Cornelia Otis Skinner, 
Peggy Wood, Violet Heming, Mar- 
garet Bannerman, etc. 

This season, after 
they'll have Ruth Gordon 





Boston, May 27. 

‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 
with Alexander Woollcott, topped 
the field last week for first place in 
the money race and holds for at least 
one more frame -here. ‘Meet the 
People’ opened Monday (26). 

Two shows left town Saturday 
(24): ‘Gay Divorce’ and ‘Women, 
Aren’t Angels.’ Both did okay biz, 
considering the heat wave. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Co- 
lonial) (1st wk) (1,643; $2.75)—This 
show drew hefty trade when it 
preemed here and the road company 
is doing all right, too. Woollcott is 
no match for Woolley, but he has a 
following. Around $15,000 for initial 


‘Pygmalion,’ 
in the 


John Irvine’s ‘Robert’s Wife’ prior 
to the Broadway run. Also an- 
nounced are Mary Boland in ‘Meet 


worthy’s ‘Old English’; Tallulah 
Bankhead in ‘Her Cardboard Lover’; 
Charles Butterworth in ‘George 
Washington Slept Here’; Edward 
Everett Horton in ‘Springtime for 
Henry,’ Lenore Ulric in ‘Pagan Lady.’ 
Madge Evans and Pauline Lord, in 








stanza. . 
‘Gay Divorce,’ Shubert (2nd wk) 
(1,590; $2.75)—Not terrific b.o., but 


Equity 











gave satisfaction as light summer 
fare. Second and final week around Continued from page 49 
$12,000. 


‘Women Aren’t Angels,” Wilbur 
(2nd wk) (1,227; $2.75)—Had trouble 
bucking the heat, but finally eked 
out a commendable $10,500. Plays a 
split-week in Hartford and New 
Haven, then to New York. 


‘Blossom’ 10G in Toronto 


Toronto, May 27. 
Shubert revival of ‘Blossom Time,’ 


among the matter mailed to the 
membership, along with reprints of 
articles in Equity’s magazine. The 
nominators’ capacity for fair-minded 
judgment was questioned, also their 
ability to select a representative 
slate, and that they rejected some 
names on unsubstantiated charges of 
un-American activity and had re- 
jected others, who-are ‘only natural- 





with Everett Marshall in the lead, ; itizens.’ Latter referred to 
grossed estimated fair $10,200 at $2.50 nae Chatninne he ts am taale 
op at Royal Alexandra last week. canitidate. Nominating committee 


Empire Day exodus plus splendid 


weather hurt take. emphatically denied that the matter 


of citizenship entered into its dis- 
' cussions. 
Lambertson’s Charges ‘Irrational’ 

















agree to the falsity of Rep. Lam- 
berton’s charge against him.’ As- 
serting that the issue is ‘Democracy 
in Equity,’ they feel that ‘such cases 
of discrimination and failure to sup- 
port Equity members suffering irre- 
sponsible attack have proved the 
nominating committee of not fairly 
selecting candidates.’ Members were 
asked not only to stand by the indie 
candidates, but to raise funds among 


SHORE 


Management: WM. KENT 
1776 Broadway New York 




















SAMUEL FRENCH companies to defray the cost of 
SINCE 1830 ‘printed matter and postage. Who, 
AUTHORS’ REPRESENTATIVE is supplying the front money for 


‘either side is not otherwise 
cated. 

During the indie meeting last 
week a telegram from Margaret 
, Webster, who is on the regular 
ticket, was read: ‘Please convey to 
your meeting assurance of my best 
wishes and support. I know your 
candidates have the best interests of 
actors at heart and will judge every 
issue fairly and not be deflected by 
political considerations. As a can- 
didate with similar objectives I 
would welcome their election.’ 


Piays for Stage, Screen and Radie 
25 West 45th Street, New York 
Si West 7th Straet, Les Angeles 











ROSALIND IVAN 


in “THE CORN IS GREEN”’ 
NATIONAL THEATRE, N. Y. 











North American premiere of St. | 


‘the Wife’; C. Aubrey Smith in Gals- | 


plays to be selected, are also slated. | 


pecs acces Indie people stated the reason | 
Hewitt was not nominated was be- 

cause he was named in ‘the irra- 

tional and undocumented broadside 

charge of Communism leveled 

and against several members of the 
SYLVIA council—although they (nominators) 


indi- 


Sky,’ with Ethel Waters. readied for summer. 
‘Johnny Belinda,’ Longacre (36th 

week) (D-1,016; $3.30). Change of 

femme lead may be affecting at- 

tendance, as gross has tapered aown 


‘St. L’s $323,100 Total 
s : under $5,000 , : 
Legit Gross Best Since | wees "awisis, 2405. fitte deant 


? that capacity will prevail until show 

Banner 271-28 Season soon suspends for summer; better 

than $31,500 right along with stand- 

ttn lees; box office will remain open for 

|sale of tickets for resumption, early 
in September. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (80th 

\week) (C-1,005; $3.30). Getting nearly 


‘FATHER’, 146, ‘PRINCE’, 
$12,000, FINE IN PHILLY 








St. Louis, May 27. 


The 1940-41 legit season here of 23 | 
| weeks, which closed two weeks ago, 
was the best since 1927-28 and the 
| total estimated gross topped that of 
last year, which had previously held 
the blue ribbon. Total gross for the 
season just wound up was $323,100, 
topping that of last season by an es- 
timated $4,000. Nine dark weeks | 
| caused by the inability of Paul Beis- | 

man, manager of the American, Philadelphia, May 27 
town’s sole legiter, to obtain road| he wickets are turning at a zingy 
pieces prevented the gross from 80-| nace as ‘Life With Father’ gets ready 
| ing over the $400,000 mark. 'to fold its props after a record- 
‘Hellzapoppin’ was easily the out-' breaking stay at the Walnut Street 
standing coin grabber, the take for Saturday (31). Last week the play 
the two-week stand reaching $57,200. netted bangup estimated $14,000, 
| “The Man Who Came to Dinner’ was with indications that the 13th and 
the runner-up and during its two0-/| final week will show even a higher 











as much as some musicals, though off 
some what last week again: around 
$14,500; due to slacken during sum- 
mer, but figures to play into another 
autumn. 

‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Imperial (52d 
week) (C-1,450; $4.40). Will drop off 
list soon; down under $20,000 for 
some time and _ last. week’s heat 
pushed pace to $16,000; low for en- 
gagement. 

‘Man Who Came te Dinner,’ Music 
Box (84th week) (C-1,013; $2.20). 
Affected a little by the unseasonable 
weather, but credited with better 
than $8,000; that’s okay for laugh 
show at this time. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (22d 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). Dipped un- 
der $12,000 for first time, but is ex- 
pected to be summer stayer: pace re- 
garded as very good for straight play. 

“Mr. and Mrs. North,’ Belasco. 
Final and 20th week; after doing 
fairly, week dropped down around 
$5,000 or less. 


‘Native Son,’ St. James (9th week) 
(D-1,520; $3.30). Plenty of theatre 
parties here and one such sellout 
helped keep gross from tumbling; 
however, did dip to around $10,500. 


‘Pal Joey,’ Barrymore (22d week) 
(M-1,104; $4.40). Not worrying about 
this musical, which draws consist- 
antly good business though under 
capacity; dropped under $17,000 first 
time. 

‘Panama Hattie,’ 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Former 
leader which is figured to stay 
through summer, dipped again in the 
heat, but better fhan $25,000 claimed 
to be satisfactory. 


‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (61st 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Long stay has 
been surprising, but adroit cut- 
rating has been principal factor; 
around $6,000 claimed and that is 
okay for one-setter. 

‘The Beautiful People,’ Lyceum 
(5th week) (C-1,004; $3.30). Eased 
off to around $5,500; moderate money 
from the start; because of low ope- 
rating cost may stick into summer. 


‘The Corn is Green,’ National (26th 
week) (D-1,162; $3.30). Like most 
other stayers the hot weather re- 
acted at the boxoffice and takings 
dipped to around $33,000; another 


46th St. (30th 


new low, but alright for straight 
show. 
‘The Happy Days,’ Miller (2d 


week) (D-940;-$3.30). Doubtful after 
this week unless there is chance to 


week engagement copped an esti- | figure. ‘sell film rights; esti 

mated $31,000. The old perennial, | Only other play in town last sesh $4,500. —_ a oo 

‘Tobacco Road,’ which opened the was ‘Student Prince,’ at the Forrest, ‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest. Final and 

season with a two-week stand, carted| which surprised everybody with! 299th week; had been announced 

off $14,700. |approximately $12,000 for second| closing a number of times, but man- 
Other pieces that grabbed five- week. ‘Gay Divorce’ unveiled at agement says it’s the final blow-off; 


figure takes were ‘Little Foxes,” $16,- | Forrest last night (Mon.). 


500; ‘The Male Animal,’ $19,400 (two 
Current Road Shows 


weeks): ‘Philadelphia Story,’ $24,- 
400; ‘Time of Your Life,’ $10,800; 
(May 28-June 7) 





‘There Shall Be No Night,’ $24,400; 
‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ $25,400; 
‘Twelfth Night,’ $20,000; and ‘Cabin | 


|dropped under $2,500. 


| 


‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Beck (8th 
week) (D-1,214; $3.30). Should sail 
through summer to big business; un- 
affected last week, when the gross 
again was quoted at $19,500; capacity 
plus. 


in the Sky,’ $12,500. ‘Mornings at! ‘Accent On Youth’ — Mun. aud., Revival 
Seven’ was the season’s flop with an Kansas City, Mo. (28-31); Selwyn,! «ppe poctor’s Dilemma,’ Shubert 
estimated take of only $3,100. Chicago: (2-7). (llth week) (C-1,402; $3.30). Few 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (Erich von 
Stroheim, Laura Hope Crews)— 
Grand, Chicago (28-7). 


Playgoers of St. Louis, Inc., the 
non-profit organization formed sev- 
eral years ago to hypo legit in these 
parts, contributed much to the local 
success by enrolling 1,500 members 
who patronized 15 of the pieces that 
came here. 


—Selwyn, Chicago (28-31); Russ 
aud., San Diego, Cal. (7). 


‘Charley’s Aunt’—Flatbush, Brook- 





“We ? ’ N.Y. (3-8). 
Billie Burke’s ‘Tree | euckaheae Setting iteies: Ciiatie 
Thomas) — Philharmonic aud., Los 


Angeles (2-7). 


N. G. $7,100 in Frisco 





‘Gay Divorce’—Forrest, hiladel- 
phia (28-7). 
San Francisco, May 27. ‘Hellzapoppin’ — Aud., Chicago 
Billie Burke’s ‘Vinegar Tree’ didn’t (28-7). 


‘Life With Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
—Walnut, Philadelphia (28-31); Cass, 


do so well in its first week at Henry 
Duffy’s Alcazar, taking only $7,100. 


However, patronage has held a con- petrojt (2-7). 

sistant level at the house and things ‘Little Foxes’—Mem. aud., Holy- 
should equalize on the second week. cates ‘ ; ve 
Manager Richard Marshall is taking oke, Mass. (28-31); Aud., Worcester, 
ads in the Curran theatre programs, Mass. (2-7). 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Alex- 


although latter house hasn’t sought 

space in his program as yet. ander Woollcott)—Colonial, Boston 
Curran got off to a good start with , (28-7) 

its Los Angeles Light Opera Assn. ‘Meet the People’—Shubert, Bos- 

festival, ‘Naughty Marietta,’ taking ton (28-7). 

approximately $20,000 with Francis! ‘My Sister Eileen’—Harris, Chi- | 


White Topping the cast. Second in cago (28-7). 
series, ‘Rio Rita,’ is current. | ‘Naughty Marietta? (Francia 
| White)—Philharmonic aud., Los An- 
geles (28-1). 

‘Out of the Frying Pan’—Windsor, 
Bronx, N.Y. (28-1); Flatbush, Brook- 





‘People’ N.G.3'4G in N.H. 


New Haven, May 27. 


weeks more for revival that is play- 
ing longer than expected; has been 


| slipping, with last week rated around 
‘Cabin in the Sky’ (Ethel Waters) $15,000. 


Subway Circuit 
‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ Windsor, 
Bronx. 
‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Flatbush, Brook- 


lyn, N. Y. (28-1); Windsor, Bronx, jyn, 
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| EDDIE 


‘Meet the People’ drew enthusias- 
tic comment here, but, without cast 
names, show wasn’t in town long 
enough to build on favorable word- 
of-mouth. Drew an approximate 
so-so $3,400 into Shubert 1,600-seater 
in four performances (22-24) at 
$2.75 top. 

A quick booking has ‘Women 
Aren’t Angels’ in currently for first 
half (26-28) to brush up on cast 
changes prior to Broadway opening 
June 2, 


lyn, N.Y. (3-8). | 

‘Rio Rita’—Curran, San Francisco 
(28-31). 

‘Rose Marie’ — Royal Alexandra, 
Toronto (28-31). 

‘Twelfth Night’ (Helen Hayes, 
Maurice Evans)—Erlanger, Chicago “HELLZ-A-POPPIN” 
(28-31); Maplewood, Maplewood, ON TOUR 
N. J. (2-7). « 


‘Women Aren’t Angels’ (Bobby Mgt.: WM. KENT 
1 "41776 


GARR 


CO-STARRING 
IN RECORD BREAKING 
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Winchell’s Satire on Pegler 

Cryptically observing in one of 
his Friday columns that, for the 
first time in 12 years, the N.Y. Mir- 
ror had yanked one of his columns, 
Walter Winchell’s readers thought 
that referred to a probable rebuttal 
to Westbrook Pegler’s recent diatribe 
against the Hearst man. Actually it 
was a blast by Winchell on Harold 
Ross, editor of The New Yorker, 
whom the columnist blames more 
for last year’s series of uncompli- 
mentary ‘profiles’ on Winchell than 
he does his ‘biographer,’ St. Clair 
McKelway. 

However, yesterday (Tuesday), 
Winchell let go with a satirical rib 


on the Scripps-Howard columnist. | 


The columnist, incidentally, request- 
ed all Hearst syndicate (King Fea- 
tures) subscribers either to use it 
intact or not at all. This is to cir- 
cumvent many a hinterland daily 
cutting Winchell down to suit local 
reader interest, as is not uncommon. 

The kill’ on the Ross column oc- 
curred while Winchell was in Wash- 
ington, D. C., for several days last 
week. In anticipation of such emer- 
gencies, there was a ‘reprint by re- 
quest’ column on hand, and this was 
substituted. “As it developed, says 
Winchell, he’s glad his editor, Jack 
Lait, of the Mirror did so, on second 
thought. 

Incidentally, while in the Capital, 


publisher-editor Cissy Patterson of | 


the Washington Times-Herald, in- 
quired of Winchell in a friendly 
manner why he’s left gossiping: and 
gone in for ‘patiriotic cause’ pieces. 
To this Winchell replied that it’s 
ironic he’s criticized for ‘keyhole 
peep’ stuff, and yet when he essays 
something else, he’s criticized for 


(after it reaches most U. S. sub- 
seribers. 
ies were to be delivered, few if any 
had them in Buenos Aires and prac- 
tically none in the interior of Ar- 
gentina and surrounding countries. 
National City Bank handling sub- 
scription orders clocked 187 irate 
subscribers first day, most of them 
Americans. 

Fact that 1,000 copies were put on 
downtown newsstands and sold out 
in three hours did not help. Rumors 
started that story on Acting Presi- 
dent Ramon S. Castillo (who was 
| front-covered in May 5, first issue) 
had caused government to hold up 
delivery. Gab was based on edi- 
torial in Presna, No. 1 morning 
daily, which by coincidence dealt 
! with freedom of the press. 
connection, however. 

Story on Castillo written in New 
York on dope from Harold Horan and 
Sherry Mangan, unfortunately had a 
| couple of embarrassing boners. Both 
Horan and Mangan are Time cor- 
respondents in Argentina. Ex- 
President Hipolito Irigoyen was re- 
ferred to as a General which he 


wasn’t, and U. S. loans to Argentina | 


were in reverse. The $50,000,000 
mentioned as having been loaned to 
support the Argentine peso really 
had been made available for indus- 
_trialization and the $60,000,000 men- 
tioned for industrialization really 
being a peso support fund. Castillo 
| himself had the article translated, 
said it was ‘very lively,’ but com- 
plained the pic made him look like 
a roughneck. 





Nazi Clamp on S. A. Rags 
Apparent curtailment in Nazi 
propaganda funds being expended 


Day first and second cop- . 


Had no 


_ County Printing and Publishing Co., 
‘publisher of the Elyria (O.) Chron- 
icle-Telegram, in a $250,000 libel suit 
brought by Representative Martin 
L. Sweeney, Cleveland, for an article 
which appeared in 
Merry-Go-Round,’ syndicated column, 


newspaper, the court here acted. in 
conformity with an identical case 
which the congressman brought 
against the Akron Beacon Journal. 
That suit was decided in favor of 
that newspaper in both the Appellate 
and Ohio Supreme Courts. 





LITERATI OBITS 


John Davidson Mack, 66, secretary- | 
O., News- 


treasurer of Sandusky, 
papers, Inc., publisher of the Star- 
Journal and the Register, died May 
15 of a heart attack. He joined the 
Register in 1914, which had been 
published by his father and uncle 
before him. Wife and three sisters 
survive. 

Jack Smith, 56, drama editor of 
the N. Y. Journal-American, died 
May 21 in New York of a cerebral 
hemorrhage. 

Ora G. Davis, for 32 years editor 
and publisher of the Framington 
| (Mass.) Gazette, died May 23 at his 


‘home in that city after a long ill- | 


ness. 
W. E. Easton, 91, publisher of the 


Stillwater (Minn.) Gazette and gen- | 


erally believed to have been the 
| country’s oldesi active newspaper 
publisher, died May 23 in Stillwater. 
| Robert L. C. Barret, 61, veteran 
Southern newspaperman and col- 


‘Washington | 


Deciding the case in favor of the) 


Details in Inside Legit. | 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Jack (John Vincent) Smith, dramatic editor of the N. Y. Journal. 
_American who died at the age of 56 last week, was an unobtrusive first. 
nighter, frequently accompanied by Bill Curley, editor of the Hearst daily 
John Anderson, critic of the paper, was informed of his passing at 2 am. 
going to his typewriter immediately and laboriously pounding out a column 
on Smith's personality. He said the words came with difficulty because 
of the shock of the unexpected news, sudden death being due to a 
cerebral hemorrhage. 

Although Smith was previously a reporter he did not write. He learned 
of what went on over the telephone and was known to be adroit at carrying 
on several conversations in that manner at the same time. Smith was also 
| an unusual story teller, a gift that won him many friends. 








The Shuberts deny they were lax In arranging for the burtal of Frank 
Jerome, actor in the road company of ‘Hellzapoppin’ who died three weeks 
_ago in Minneapolis. On the other hand, Theatre Authority, which even. 
tually made funeral arrangements and moved the body to N. Y., claims 
that the coroner insisted the body be removed after it had lain in the 
Minneapolis morgue for five days. 

According to William Klein, Shuberts’ attorney, the managers ‘were 
quite willing to take care of the funeral arrangements and offered to do 
so.” That the Shuberts made the offer is conceded by TA, but the Minne- 
apolis coroner refused to wait. TA moved the body to circumvent a 
Potter’s Field burial. 





| Norris Houghton, young scenic artist and writer on the theatre, is un- 
| derstood taking an associate professorship on liberal arts at Princeton in 
the fall. To his credit already is a book on the Russian theatre, he having 
| made a trip to that country with the aid of a scholarship. Having just 
' completed a tour of America on a grant by the Rockefeller Foundation, 
he is at work:on the theatre outside of New York, in particular the com- 
| munity or so-called little theatre movement. 

| Community theatres are believed to be the most important factor in 
| keeping alive the development of the art of acting, with its allied arts. 
| Some amateur or semi-pro presentations in the smaller stands attain un- 
_ usual if not noteworthy proportions. An instance is ‘The American Way,’ 
as put on in Springfield, O., this season with 300 persons on the stage. 





umnist for the Richmond (Va.) News-| Vivian Vance, who scored in ‘Skylark’ last season, will visit her home 
Leader, died May 23 after a long town, Albuquerque, N. M., there to appear in ‘Anna Christie’ at the Com- 
illness at his home in nearby Ash- munity theatre. House was established by Kathryn Kennedy, who was 
land, Va. | understudy to Jeanne Eagels in ‘Rain’ and played the part a number of 

George J. Kennedy, 83, v.p. of the _ times when the late star was indisposed. Miss Kennedy went west some 
| Crowell-Collier publishing Co., died , years ago for her health, made a protege of Miss Vance, whose family name 
'May 22 at his home in Newton, | is Jones. A fund was raised to finance the then embryo actress, who came 


Mass., after a lingering illness. | to New York and studied at a drama school. 


Though retiring eight years ago, he | 


It is to show her appreciation that Miss Vance is to make the Albuquerque 


the same thing that the same pub- jn the South American press is in- | 


lishers and editors buy Pegler, Dor- 
othy Thompson, Drew-Pearson and 
kindred commentators. Winchell 
asked his syndicate boss, Joe Con- 
nolly, if he would rather he aban- 
doned the ‘moulder of opinion’ stuff 
and stick wholly to gossip. Connolly 
Said no. 


dicated by recent measures to cut 
'down wholesale cuffo distribution of 


pay : | porary American poet, died May 19 | 
Trans-Ocean (German) News Service. | at her home in Brooklyn, N. ¥. Pri- | 


| Nazi-subsidized agency, which for a 
|long time gave its service free to 
practically anybody who wanted it, | 
has been sending letters to papers | 


still held the vice-presidency. 
| Lola Ridge, prominent contem- 


| appearance, gratis, of course. 





Suite of the late Dan Frohman atop the Lyceum, N. Y., is being readied 
for office occupancy, the rooms to be split between'the press department 


| vately the wife of David Lawson, her | Of Sam H. Harris and offices for George S. Kaufman, who figured in the 


best known work was ‘Firehead.’ Author will have two inside offices, 
while John Peter Toohey and his press assistant, Ben Kornzweig, will have 
the large studio room in which Frohman spent most of his time and enter- 





| authorship of a flock of Harris hits. 








warning that unless they keep close 


It was for that reason Winchell io the line ‘news’ will be discon- 


played a little journalistic game with | tinued. 
his syndicate by reverting toarath-| Bpa’s Critica, leading afternoon 
er corny, old-school ‘Broadway | paper, recently published a letter 


Brevities’ type of ‘who was that with 
who?’ style of column this past 
Monday (26). 


sent to the editor of the newspaper 
La Democracia in* which T.O. put 
| its cards on the line thus: ‘We have 
| been surprised to notice 
N.Y. News’ Odd Pix of Lindbergh | paper a marked anti-German tend- 
The N.Y. Daily News, which, with ' ency, contrary to the ideological in- 





its parent Chicago Tribune, has, terests of this agency. We wish to | 
although the 
the allies, caused comment Saturday monthly payments for our services 
are in arrears we have continued to 
provide you with our service with- 
mittee’s rally the previous night at! out mentioning unpaid accounts, as | 
Photo | we are aware of the financial situa- 
tion of the country’s press at the 
For obvious reasons, 
we will be forced to take categorical 
measures in defense of our interests. 
If the newspaper continues to use 
our material without the T.O. credit 
slug and maintains its anti-German 
we will suspend service 


vehemently opposed all-out aid to| remind you that 
(24) with its choice of pictures for 
Page One on the America-First Com- 


Madison Square Garden. 
showed Senator Burton K. Wheeler, 
Charles A. Lindbergh, Kathleen Nor- 
ris and Norman Thomas pledging al- 
legiance to the American Flag in the 
Nazi fashion of outstretched right 
arm, a salute employed years ago in 
the U.S. 

What struck many readers was 
Lindbergh’s vigorous salute, so fa- 
miliar in photos coming out of Ger- 
many showing Nazis saluting Hitler 
or the swastika. That type of pledge 
to the American Flag has been 
barred in N.Y.’s public schools for 
months, the regulation salute of the 
army and navy having been sub- 
stituted. | 


present time. 


| 


tendency, 
immediately.’ 





Weatherly’s Valedictory 


off as follows for the season: 


Now once again the curtain falls, 
The house lights slowly dim— 





PM Promotional Brochure | To loaf and fish and swim. 

Edwin Levin, formerly with Bal- 
aban & Katz in Chicago and now 
with PM as promotion man, has put 
out an elaborate brochure on New 
York’s newest newspaper. Besides 


depicting PM’s services to its read- 


But just before I seek surcease 
From  Broadway’s 
stresses, 
I want to dedicate a piece 
To eds and editresses. 


ers, and how the tab ‘told the truth To you, my chums, both far and near, 


about Ford...the abuses of the in- Who've suffered my ‘releases,’ 
surance companies...fascist favorit- I raise a grateful cup of cheer 
ism in the U. S. State Department,’|) And hope your tribe increases. 
among other exposes, exploitation | ; . -s 
matter' contains a separately bound | si > ae gt Fall = 
memorandum by Ralph Ingersoll, |? *#5—°f Stull about John van Dru- 
publisher, titled: ‘What is PM?’ 
Latter gives all the newspaper's 
aim and ideals, and includes letters | 
from notables commending the) 
daily’s makeup, writing, etc. 


novel entitled ‘Solitaire.’ 





Sales of Books Way Off 

Sale of books is currently in one of 
the worst doldrum periods the pub- 
|lishing industry has experienced in 
‘years. Volumes are stagnating on 
dealers’ shelves, with the public re- 
fusing to reach into its pocket in 
_the usual manner to purchase the 





Time Late in Argentina 
Delayed elivery of initial air ex- 
press editions of ‘Time’ in Argen- 
tina soméwhat put a damper on the 
widely-advertised claims about get- , ’ 
ting copies almost as fast as sub- 4 best sellers’. 
scribers in ‘he States, but generally legen’ "teetie me teat or po —— 
favorable response and fact that nae titles Another Dito gle ne 
kinks are being ironed out give feel- jitters’ Not even escape ult ts 
ge gt sheet will pick up. selling, according to major whole- 
ag had put on a terrific advance sales 
buildup campaign, with spreads both ; 
in English and Spanish dailies and 
weeklies explaining that customers 
would be ezble to get their copies on 





Ohio Daily Sustained in Suit 
Lorain. County Common Please 


or 


the Monday publication date printed | Judge D. A. Cook at Elyria, O., has place at Martha’s Vineyard. She's | 


on the cover, which is four days sustained a demurrer of the Lorain 


in your | 


| Tom Weatherly, p.a. for Dwight | Bros. 
Deere Wiman, legit producer, signed 


| And soon I’ll welcome wildwood calls 


strain and 


ten’s dramatization of Edwin Corle’s | 


| CHATTER 


Joseph B. Polonsky named Holly- 
| wood correspondent for Canadian 


| Press. 


Daphne DuMaurier, working in 
England, will have a new novel, 


|publisher, Doubleday, in a 


' months. 

R. L. Castor, one of the founders 
and editor of the Shelby (O.) Daily 
Giobe for 41 years, has retired be- 
| cause of illness, being succeeded by 

| Paul Feeney, of Mount Vernon, O. 


| Frederic Dannay and Manfred Lee, 
who write under the name Ellery 
Queen, have completed their first 
whodunit for children, ‘The Mystery 


of the Black Dog,’ with authorship | 


' credited to Ellery Queen, Jr. 

| Hartzell Spence, United Press pro- 
motional and special service chief- 
tain, is finishing a second book, 
‘Radio City.’ It’s a kind of ‘Grand 


| Hotel’ of the Rockefeller develop- | 


iment. His first, ‘One Foot in Hea- 
|ven,’ now being filmed by Warner 


Sandusky Newspapers, Inc., San- 
| dusky, O., announced that, effective 
| May 24, the afternoon Star Journal 
| and Daily News and the morning 
| Register will be published under one 

name—the Register-Star-News, with 
|morning and afternoon editions. 
| The company recently purchased the 
Daily News and combined it with 
, the Star Journal. 

House of Field to publish ‘My Eyes 
Still Shine,’ novel by Judith Allen, 
|screen and radio player, in Sep- 
tember. Field also to peddle new 
| Strip radio show starring Miss™Allen. 





‘S.A. Operatic Soprano 
| Learns U.S. Is ‘Easy’ 


Olga Praguer Coelho, Brazilian 
| Operatic soprano, is in New York 
| City between dates in a Caribbean 
' concert tour which she will pres- 
‘ently resume in Venezuela and Ed- 
uador. She has had the unusual ex- 
perience of finding America, as she 
expresses it, ‘amazingly easy.’ She 
_has made six broadcasts while here. 
' An offer by NBC was topped by CBS 
_and finally the William Morris office 
topped the others with a 10-week 
guarantee starting next November, 
when she completes her present 
bookings, 


| Extensively travelled in Europe, 


ithe singer is also known as ‘la 
Coelho,’ 





| 


Margaret Webster has bought a 


writing a book “about Shakespeare. 





| tained notables of the theatre. 
' the new offices. 


| ing is in progress. 


There is also a rehearsal. hall just below 


, Access to the place may be made via a small private elevator, otherwise 
| syndicate, North American News-| it is a climb of 80 odd steps. Few visitors are expected, except when cast- 





Added pay to the short cast of ‘The Beautiful People,’ Lyceum, N. Y.,, 


| grosses. 


\‘Frenchman’s Creek,’ ready for her | applies according to the gross. Salaries are small for the William Saroyan 
few | Play, which he produced and staged, so the play can operate to modest 
When the author-manager cast the play he made a deal with the 


| actors that they receive substantial increases when the gross bettered 
| $7,000. Claimed that such bonuses were paid, but not in recent weeks. 

| ‘People’ has a salary list for the nine actors of about $750 weekly, but 
| there is also a staff and other operating expenses which tilts the payroll 


to around $1,300. 





George Fitchett, who died recently, was 71, though his age was estimated 


| around 68. 
for years. 


| 





Piays Out of Town 
A-Lovin’ An’ A-Feudin’ 


Pasadena, May 19. 
Play in two acts (nine scenes) by Ethel 
Richardson and Erik Barnouw; staged by 


“Hersche! Daugherty; settings by Robert 
Reed; supervised by Gilmor Brown. Pre- 











sented by Pasadena Playhouse Association 4 


at the Pasadena Community Playhouse. 
Cast: Genus Benson, Wallace Scott, 


| Jesse Swan, Rogers Wood, William Pullen, | 


J. Stevan Darrell, Harvey Oelrich, Frank- 


lin Birk, Virginia Lykins, Al Woods, Jessie | 


S. Gordon, Denny Hawkins, Ray Grimes, 
,| Robert Stevenson, Fay Sappington, Meg 

Wyllie, Herschel Daugherty, James Restal- 

rig-Logan, Herman Hoch, Walter Harvill, 
+t Alvin Wirick. 





Great Shakespearean classics have 
been emasculated, rewritten, mod- 
| ernized and condensed for legit pro- 
| duction before, but surely, in the 
| history of the theatre, the Bard has 
| never been as roughly treated as he 


is in ‘A-Lovin’ an’ A-Feudin,’ as pre-: 


sented at the Pasadena Community 
Playhouse. 

| Play is simply a dull rewrite job 
/ on ‘Romeo and Juliet,’ with the beau- 
| tiful poetry of Shakespeare trans- 
|lated into hackneyed hillbilly lan- 
| guage. 
| Junction (pronounced Veroney) in 
the Great Smoky mountains of Ten- 
nessee. Writers Ethel Park Richard- 
| son and Erik Barnouw have waded 
| far out above their knees in strange 
and exotic waters. 

| Montague becomes ‘Pa Monty’ and 
|Capulet is ‘Pa Capulet.’ Their re- 
' spective spouses are known as Maw. 
|The Nurse is Granny; Tybalt is Ty; 
| Friar Laurence is Brother Lawrence: 
i Friar John is Circuit Ridin’ John; 
Mercutio is Merc; Balthasar is Balt; 
| Paris is Sheriff Paris; Escalus, Prince 
of Verona, is the Jedge, and Juliet is 
Julie. Only Romeo’s name is kept 
| intact on the playbill, but he is called 
| ‘Romey’ a! the others, ; 

| Actors have difficulty mastering 
the hillbilly twang, and none save 


Action takes place at Verona | 


He was booker and general manager for ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ 
Fitchett started in the boxoffice of a Hyde & Behman theatre 
in Brooklyn, his father being general manager of the firm. 

Hyde & Behman office is still functioning. 
around New York and the middle west. 


The outfit owns theatres 





+ 
ss 
| 


| Harvey Oelrich and Fay Sappington 
'do better than average work. The 
| oft-quoted ‘What’s in a name’ line 
| becomes ‘Iffen a rose was called a 
_jimpson weed it ’ud smell as sweet.’ 
| Other great passages are given simi- 
|lar treatment. There is, perhaps, a 
| certain novelty in the idea, but 
‘A-Lovin’ an’ A-Feudin’ is not up to 
the Playhouse standard. 


THE VINEGAR TREE 


San Francisco, May 20. 


Henry Duffy has brought Billie 
Burke in her perennial favorite, ‘The 
Vinegar Tree,’ to the Frisco Alcazar 

| as the second offering in his latest— 
and so-far successful—effort to re- 
vive stock in his old stamping 
grounds. Initialer, ‘Springtime For 
Henry,’ with Edward Everett Hor- 
ton topping, did a fine four weeks 
and could have gone longer save for 
Horton’s flick engagements. 

No. 2 is, of course, a personal tri- 
umph for Miss Burke, whose open- 
ing night ovation stopped the show. 
The actress, as fresh, vivacious and 
charming as always, had the custo- 
mers in the palm of her hand from 
the start. 

Paul Cavanaugh seconds as the art- 
ist with whom she believed she once 
had an affair. Latter is a fave here 
and does a smooth, reliable job. 
Support is okay, particularly Charles 
Waldron who is standout as the 
grumpy husband, and Henry Wads- 
worth, as Geoffrey, college-boy suitor 
for daughter Leone’s hand. Latter 
role is entrusted to Eleanor Lawson, 
who works hard but is the wrong 

type for the giddy part. Leona 
Maricle is very attractive as the 
much-married Winifred, although 


some moments were better than 
others opening night. 

Duffy is running matinees Satur- 
day, Sunday and Wednesday with 
scale starting at 25c and running tc 
75c. Nites are ticketed 50c to $1.25 
Wern. 


plus tax. 
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CHATTER 53 
——_—" ! 
d | Nicollet Minnesota Terrace with her L d | theatre, to Hollywood for vacation | 
Broa way |'“Leopold’ Stokowski ie aie ml | ondon pow AA see his son at Camp Hollywood 
; ; _| American Youth orchestra booked | ; ’ Lou (WB) Brager’s lad, Murray, | 
Tony oor, s ticket ay ag oy Pi one B Lupino is an _ ardent graduates trom Penn State next week Julien Duvivier broke his wrist in 
ice, into ar 4 j " ; HAST. and will go into company’s N.Y. dis- a fell. ’ 
ora Rosenfeld, Jr., the Dallas has acquired Crystal, Gateway house, _ Francis (Bob) Harley, head of 20th tribution department. | 


critic, returned after annual visit. 

Hollywood agent Leo Morrison in 
town for a fortnight of talent scout- 
ing. 

Only 12 Broadway boxoffice men 
have mutual ticket berths at Bel- 
mont. 

Larney Goodkind, Universal story 


ed, vacationing in South Carolina for | 


two weeks. 

Jack Lewis, RKO publicity writer, 
doing two weeks’ jury duty in Mu- 
nicipal Court. ~ 

Milton Blackstone has moved his 
advertising agency out of Radio City 
to larger quarters. 

Trotting season of 40 nights begins 
this evening at Roosevelt Raceway, 
near Westbury, L. I. 

Dick and Betty Maney have taken 
a house at Westport, principally to 
steam up Frank Sullivan. 


Henry Markbreit, amusement ad) 


manager of Chicago Times, vacation- 
ing in New York this week. 

John Erskine sailed last week for 
South America on a_ goodwill 
mission. Due back about Aug. 1. 

Jim O’Connor, the Albany 


treatment of high blood pressure. 
Paul Dullzell has acquired a second 
parrot which allegedly talks, the 
other one being just a squawker. 
Chester Stratton moves to Holly- 
wood, Fla. having been appointed 


state manager for National Distillers. | 


Milton Berle gets $6,000 a week for 
two weeks when he opens with Vin- 
cent Lopez at the Paramount next 
week. 

Ben Griefers back from an auto 
tour of Canada, accompanied on re- 
turn by friends who got wedded up 
there. 


Jimmy Powers’ wife has opened a 


night club at Eatontown, N. J. He 
is labor editor of New Youk City 
News. e 

Tom Helmore, English legit actor, 
training at LaGuardia Field for 


naval-air service with the British’ 


forces. 

Jim O’Neill and Elsie Mackie have 
taken over a bar and grill on Broad- 
way near 52d street, renaming it the 
Magpie. 

Condition of Mrs. Alec Moss, who 
gave birth to twins two weeks ago, 


One dying, reported considerably 
improved. 
Dario (LaMartinique) has taken 


over Gay White Way, nee Cotton 
Club, for a lavish Latin-type nitery. 
Jimmy Vernon’s with him. 

Restaurateur Colbert, who flopped 
with a lavish eatery in N.Y., is now 
cleaning up with hot-dog stands ad- 
jacent to army camp sites. 


Veteran maitre dhotel Albert 


Berryman returns to an old Broad-| 
way landmark when he reassumes at 


the Hurricane, due to reopen soon. 

A couple who were introduced a 
pees ago by Charles Burton of Par’s 

ome office, marrying shortly after, 
are naming their first after Burton. 

‘Uncle’ Henry Berlinghoff, one of 
the Morris agency’s old old-timers, 
was given a gold wristwatch by the 
office bunch on his 70th birthday last 
Friday (23). 

Claude Collins, formerly Pathe 
newsreel news editor, named motion 
picture director to help Tom Dewey 
put over the United Service Organ- 
izations drive. 

Jack Scholl, who collaborated with 
M. K. Jerome on some music for 
Warners, is back in New York to 
check the status of a musical com- 
edy they have written for early pro- 
duction. : 
_Carmen Lewis, who was produc- 
tion assistant to Bretaigne Windust 
on ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ now sec- 
retary for Boris Karloff. She’s the 
wife of Jack Gould, of N.Y. Times 
drama staff. 

Arthur Menken, Paramount news- 
reel cameraman, granted leave of 
absence from his recently assigned 
post at Singapore to visit Tokio and 
other parts of the Far East to gather 
material for a lecture tour next Oc- 
tober. 

Charles Stern, recently shifted by 
United Artists from eastern to mid- 
western district manager, hosted by 
Motion Picture Associates and bunch 
of friends at Hotel Astor luncheon on 
Friday (23). He came in from Chi- 
cago for the event. 

Milburn McCarty, Jr.. who has 
been handling Coca-Cola radio pub- 
licity for Steve Hannagan, has been 
drafted’ by the U. S. Treasury to 
handle newspaper and magazine 
publicity for the Defense Bond Cam- 
Paign now under way. 





Minneapolis 


By Les 


Eddie Cochran of Warners in the 
army. 

Lyceum winding up 
Swedish-language films. 

Dean Lutz promoted from contract 
clerk to booker at Warners. 

Cowboy Park, new amusement 
enterprise, opened for season. 

Kenneth Keller, Gopher assistant 
manager, wed to Sally Kleinsmith, 
Century cashier. 

Bill Watmough, Warner Brothers’ 
booker, transferred to Indianapolis 
28 office manager. 

Dorothy Lewis returning to Hotel 


ees 


weekend 


res- | 
taurateur, in St Clare’s hospital for | 


, formerly owned by David Gillman. 
| Raul and Eva Reyes, dancers, and 
Dorothy Blaine, singer, into Hotel 


| Nicollet Minnesota Terrace with 
Sterling Young’s orchestra. 
Ann Driscoll, who understudied 


Gertrude Lawrence in ‘Skylark,’ to 
be leading lady at Old Log theatre, 
local strawhatter, this summer. 


,for Oliver LeMere, booker, who has 
, departed for Fort Meade, S. D., this 
| week as a commissioned officer. 

| Esquire, Bennie Berger’s loop 
filmery, taking fling at foreign- 
languagers with two French films, 


‘Virgin Bride’ and ‘School for Hus- | 


bands’ for starter. 

W. A. Steffes throwing party at 

northern Minnesota estate in con- 
nection with ‘official opening’ of his 
new canal and fresh-water launching 
‘of yacht brought back from Florida 
| this spring. 
Ed Bellew, United Artists’ ex- 
loiteer, flew immediately to New 
| York when he learned over radio of 
death of his uncle, Jack Smith, 
veteran New York Journal-American 
| drama editor. 





| Panama 


' 
| 





| Baby Jiminez rumored out of the 
Balboa Gardens setup. 


breaking in a new act. 
with Jean Shaeffer, yodeling cow- 
gal. 


Jardin San Francisco buying best 
musicians and paying top coin to 
them on Isthmus. Doing terrific 
business via mostly native trade. 


Doc Zimmerman, who has had a 
white elephant in a roadhouse on 
west side of Canal, 
weekend dancing and floor show as 
b.o. hypos. 


Peggy Bedell, saxist, singer and 
hoofer, finding it tough to make 
West Coast boats, took the bull by 
the horns and headed for Galveston 
on Argentine freighter, with load of 
beef. 


Leon Carrington lost his Ancon 
Inn, one of the best paying cantinas 
here. Leon is doing his bit for 
Uncle Sam while the missus runs 
his Hub, right over the line between 
‘Zone’ and Panama boundary. 


Otto Stienberg, first nitery owner 
| here, to really go to work. Seems 
the boys at Intelligence figured he 
was a bit too intimate with Nazism, 
so they closed his joint. He now is 
wheeling a truck and vows it’s not 
so bad. 

Cliff Evans, the Lawrence, Mass., 
band leader, who now is a full- 
fledged dredge engineer here, saw a 
film of his old band, with Brad 
Gowans on sliphorn, at local thea- 
tre and almost hopped the next boat 
for the States. 
| QOne of the big beer gardens, which 
was taken over by Panamanian syn- 
dicate, has cut prices on cocktails to 
15c a slug from five to seven p.m. 
Recently took the gambling casino 
out, which caused a partial eclipse 
on the business. 

With Cuban 
hausted, 


talent utterly ex- 
Happyland and Alamo 
cabarets here are looking to the 
States for American entertainers, 
but they are stymied by the terrific 
amount of fares which have to be 
deposited @ach way, plus the bonds. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 








Grand, sole burlesk house here, 
shuttered until August. 

Adolph Roedder, treasurer at the 
,Arena, west end sports spot, died of 
a paralytic stroke. 
| Matty Malneck orch will open 
summer season on the Starlight Roof, 
Hotel Chase, Friday (30). 

Florence K. Weberman 
secretary of the Playgoers 
Louis, Inc., at annual meeting. 

Uncle Sam has earmarked $136,000 
for a 1,000-seater to be erected at 
Scott Field, army aviation training 
camp, near Belleville, Ill. 

‘Forbidden Fruit’ will open season 
of the Town Square theatre, straw- 
hatter atop west end office building, 
June 13. Willard Holland will direct. 
It’s the third season for the enter- 
prise. 

Municipal Theatre Assn. will start 
season in Forest Park playhouse 
June 5 with guarantee fund of 
$104,000 underwritten by 900 local- 
ites. Coin will be returned from seat 
sales. 


Jacob Schwartzdorf, municipal di- 
rector of Municipal Theatre Assn. for 
last four years, and Louise Holt, 
Richmond, Va., were wed in Mayor 
William Dee Becker's office last 
week, 

Henry J. Falkenhainer and Carl A. 
Tholl, vet members of the St. Louis 
symph orch, were presented with 
gold watches upon their retirement 
last week. Both had been members 
of the organization for more than 40 
years, 


reelected 
of St 


M-G tossed farewelle dinner party , 


Steve Gilbert, piano-playing m.¢., | 
Working | 


figuring on) 


Century-Fox, back from America 
and off on survey of provincial ex- 
changes. 

Godfrey Tearle is practicaliy re- 
tired, but still interested in pictures 
at $1,200 per week, providing part 
is deemed suitable to him. 

Sydney B. Kyte, band leader, and 
Frederick B. J. Graves, film pro- 
ducer, have had receiving orders 
(bankruptcy) filed against them. 

Duke of Newcastle, who was May 
Yohe’s first husband, died at Dork- 
ing, Surrey. As Lord Francis Hope, 
he presented her with the ‘Hope 
Diamond.’ 

Mr. Duff Cooper, Noel Coward es- 
corting Bea Lillie, and Charles 
Cochran limping on crutches at the 
opening of ‘Black Vanities’ at the 
Victoria Palace. 

Local press boys definitely an- 
tagonistie towards all English direc- 
tors now working in Hollywood, and 
showing it in their criticisms on 
pictures coming from Hollywood. 

John Mills will be featured in the 
next picture, titled ‘The Black Sheep 
of Whitehall,’ which Associated Talk- 
ing Pictures start shooting middle 
May as second starring vehicle for 
Will Hay. 
| With the calling up of the 37’s and 
|over among men, and women up to 
| 20's, vaudeville is still further de- 
| pleted of its talent, with the situa- 
tion becoming extremely difficult. 
| Biggest sufferers will be the tour- 
|ing shows. 





Paris 


French Salon opened at the Grand 
Palais. 

Elie Joseph Bois, former editor of 
Petit Parisien died in London. 

Noel Noel made stage reappear- 
ance in revue at the Dix Heures. 

New revue by Michel Duran to get 
early preeming at Bouffes Parisiens. 

Bouncing Jean Borotra now in 
Marrakesh, Morocco, in his round- 
the-empire tour. 

Theatre St. Georges unshuttered 
with ‘La Nuit de Printemps’ (A 
Spring Night’) by Pierre Ducrog. 

New travelling theatrical troupe 
left for Free France to give 45 per- 
formances of ‘Jeanne Au Bucher,’ by 
Paul Claudel, with music by Hong- 
egger. 

German pic version of DeMaupas- 
sant’s ‘Bel Ami’ preemed in Paris, 





although already two years old. 
Features Willy Forst and Olga 
Tchekova. 


After Paul Marion, new press di- 
rector at Vichy, told assembled press 
that censorship restrictions would be 
lighter, it was announced that Le 
Jour had been suspended for four 
days and Le Figaro for two. 

New stage luminary in Paris is 
Sanas, who has a prodigious memory. 
He’s memorized all phone numbers 
in Paris and all you have to do is 
supply the name and he'll give the 
phone number. During the war the 





army used him to decipher coded 
messages which he could do in a 
jiffy without referring to key. 
By Hal Cohen 

Billy Sherman, Henry  Busse’s 
Singer, around saying hello to 
friends. 

Bruce Hewitt, actor-producer, 


shoves off shortly for year’s army 
service. 

Joe Rubin, veteran nitery opera- 
tor, has opened a new bar-grill in 
Homestead. 

Estrellita Pena, of Ciro Rimac 
show, brought a new husband with 
her this trip. 

Simone Simon booked into Stanley 
with Victor McLaglen for Decora- 
tion Day week. 

Harry Marshard in from Boston to 
line up Xmas and New Year’s deb 
dates for his bands. 

Ed Siegals ‘he’s the U exploiteer) 
celebrated their fifth wedding an- 


niversary last week. 
Jay Griffith, former p.a. for Wil- 
liam Penn here, now with Allerton 


hotels in New York. 

Peter Higgins plans to bring fam- 
ily here from White Plains and make 
home near his ailing mother. 

Lawrence Riley, author of ‘Per- 
sonal Appearance, working on a new 
play at his home in Warren, Pa. 


George McCall's ‘Hollywood 
Doubles’ unit wound up tour here 
and he’s on his way back to the 
Coast. 


Sax player Lenny Sussman has just 
become the proud papa of a daugh- 


ter. Mother’s the former Norma Lai- 
baum. 

George Sullivan has resigned as 
manager of Clifton in Huntingdon 
and will make his future home in 
Texas. 


Mike Todd flew here the other day 
to talk to Lou Holtz at Yacht Club 
about doing a show for him next 


season. 
After making all his farewells. 
Billy Carmichael, of Brad Hunt 


band, was rejected by draft board 
physicians. 

J. Roger McKelvey, veteran pro- 
jectionist and labor union leader, 
will be a candidate for sheriff in 
September. 


Lou Fordan, manager Memorial 


Lois Miller leaves this week for 
Atlantic City and third consecutive 
summer as organist at Heinz Pier. 


Janet Ross, of KDKA, has just 
been elected president of the 
Women’s Ad Club of Pittsburgh. 





Mexico City 


By Douglas L. Grahame 





Crawford and Caskev. ballroom 
dancers, featured at El! Patio nitery. 


Roberto Soto, veteran comic, to 
New York for the production of his 
Mexican revue. 


Violinist Nathan Milstein booked 
for recitals June 3, 6, 9 and 11 at the 
— of Fine Arts (National Thea- 
tre). 

Margarita Maris, Austrian soprano, 
awarded a gold medal by theatrical 
groups for her work in operettas 


here. 
Boris Maicon, ic director, 
divorced. Service was by Judge Don 


Prospero Olivares Sosa, Mexico's No. 
1 marrying-divorcing jurist. 

Harry Hartwell, tenor, member of 
a noted Colon (Panama) family, 
smash in the floor show of the new 
swank nitery, Leon Tissot’s Club 
Papillon. 

Rogelio Gonzalez, elocutionist of 
radio station XEQ, signed for ‘Simon 
Bolivar,’ film story of the Venezuelan 
patriot, which is being readied for 
| production here. 

Jorge Rachini, comic, badly gored 
‘in the right arm while engaged in a 
| burlesque bullfizit with Cantinflas. 
tramp comedian, during their road 
tour at Torreon. 

Loudspeaker truck parading down- 
town streets ballyhooing nudist Chi- 
cago burlesque troupe at the Follies 
Bergere. First time such publicity 
has been employed here. 

Miguel Rajcovich, Argentine 
pianist, starts Mexican bookings at 
the Palace of Fine Arts (National 
Theatre) in June. His other dates 
are Puebla City and Guadalajara. 


Madrid 


By Joseph D. Ravotto 








Italian actress Alida Valli arrived 
to do Italo-Spanish pic. 

Pic thesp Imperio Argentina back 
in Madrid from Rome for rest. 

On lot is ‘Sol de Valencia,’ with 
Joaquin Bergia and Jose Giner, Jose 
Gaspar piloting.” 

German Philharmonic gave two 
performances at Teatro Espanol. Sold 
out 10 days before concert. 

New radio station inaugurated at 
Vigo. Said to be one of most modern 
and most powerful in all Spain. 

Reported Spanish film, ‘Morena 
Clara’ (‘Light Brunet’) censored but 
approved for Germans under 14. 

Plane crashed while shots were 
taken for ‘Alas de Paz’ (‘Wings of 
Peace’) at Barcelona. No one hurt. 


Newest dance find in Spain is 
Minerva Cochan, 16, who made her 
first public appearance at British 
Institute Gala. 

Italian pic ‘Manon Lescaut,’ with 
singers Maria Caniglia and Benia- 
mino Gigli and thesps Vittorio de 
Sica and Alida Valli, is at the 
Avenida. 

Miguel de Unamuno Literary Prize 
awarded to mnewspaperman Luis 
Antonio de Vega, editor and chief of 
Demingo, for novel, ‘Los Que no 


Descienden de Eva’ (‘Those Who Do 
Not Descend from Eve’). 
Children under 14 cannot attend 


showcase performances unescorted, 
according to new decree. However, 
entire show must be okayed by 
authorities and sign on b.o. tells 


minors whether it’s stop or go. 
Most popular club among Ameri- 
cans and Britishers in Madrid is 
Cork Club. Object is to get fellows 
together weekly for meal. Another 
object is get as many free drinks as 
possible. Members must carry corks 
with them. If they are challenged 
by fellow member and haven't bottle 
Stopper, it’s a round of drinks. 


Westport, Conn. 
By Humphrey Doulens 





Claiborne Fosters here. 

Ditto Francis Robinson 

Roton Point opening Friday (30). 

George Ross commuting to Ridge- 
field. 

Peggy Conklin visiting the Justin 
Sturms. 

Peggy French back from trek to 
Tennessee. 

Lily Pons resting at 
mine place. 

Ruth Chatterton weekending at 
Grace Moore’s. 

Jessie Bridge back after visit with 
Ringling Show on tour. 

The Carl Fishers (Mary 
reopening their house here. 

Richard Skinner general manager 
of Country Playhouse this season. 

Clifton Webb and Mabel occupying 
their new home back of Stamford. 

The Richard Rodgerses occupying 
their new place on Greenfield Hill. 

Lawrence Langner and Armina 
Marsha!! due in from Coast this 
week. 


her Silver- 


Mason) 


Cecil Kellaway left for the Bahama 
Islands. 

Metro holds its annual golf tourna- 
ment June 22. 


Harry Carey celebrating his 25th 
year in pictures. 

Jack Benny will be ‘pan roasted’ 
by Masquers ‘une 10. 


Gwen Wakeling returning to 20th- 
Fox as head designer. 

Lynn Farnol in town for confabs 
with Samuel Goldwyn. 


Harriet Hilliard returning to film 
work after a year’s absence. 

Thomas Mitchell checked out of 
the hospital to recuperate at home. 


Louis B. Mayer back from a 
physical checkup at Johns Hopkins. 


Clark Gable and Carole Lombard 
due back in town this week after a 
vacation. 

Herman Wobber back to San 
Francisco after studio huddles at 
20th-Fox. 

Milton Feld back at Universal after 
attending his father’s funeral in 
Kansas City. 

P. G. Wolfson returned to his Co- 
lumbia studio chores after a Ha- 
Wwaiian siesta. 

B. B. Kreisler here from New 
York for conferences on Universal's 
short subjects. 

S. Barret McCormick in town to 
work over the details of RKO’s 1941- 
42 year lineup. 

Bruce Shedd checked out of the 
Sue Carol agency and checked in 
with the Army. 

Norma Shearer to Montreal next 
week to take part in Canadian 
Victory Loan drive. 

Tom Lewis aired in from New 
York to spend a few days with his 
wife, Loretta Young. 

Jeanne Kelly, sereen player, and 
Richard Brooks, radio writer, took 
out a marriage license. 

Arthur Greenblatt arrived from 
New York for studio huddles at Pro- 
ducers Releasing Corp. 

Archie Twitchell, film actor, filed a 
bankruptcy petition, listing $2,025 in 
debts and $50 in assets. 

John Reinhardt going to Buenos 
Aires under two-year contract as di- 
rector for Baires Films. 

Allan Jones and Irene Hervey 
started construction of their $560,000 
office building in Beverly Hills. 

Lewis Allen checked in at Warn- 
ers to take over his director job after 
staging legit in London and New 
York. 

William Rodgers arrived from 
New York to talk over consent 
decree probiems with Metro studio 
execs. 

Paramount’s American Legion Post 
tossed a dinner and dance for LeRoy 
Prinz, who is moving to the Hal 
Roach lot. 

Herman J. Mankiewicz lost his 
$139,000 damage suit for injuries 
sustained in a motor crash in Santa 
Fe, N. M. 

Gloria Swanson hopped 
New York, temporarily, to 
business meeting as 
Multiprises, Inc. 

Irving Parker and Bill Blowitz on 
leave of absence from Warners to 
handle national tour of the Messer- 
schmidt plane for British relief. 

John Barton Browne, former ad 
and business promotion manager at 
Ambassador hotel, joined advertising 
firm of Bowman, Deute & Cummings. 

Gold-stripers of 11 South Ameri- 
can navies hopped off their quarter- 
decks to see a special showing of the 
non-sea-going picture, ‘Blood and 
Sand.’ 

Matty Fox shoves off for his usual 
summer stay in New York, Friday 


back to 
attend a 
president of 





(30), while Nate Blumberg, Univer- 
sal prexy, moves west to remain at 
the studio unti! Fox returns in 
September. 
Buenos Aires 
By Ray Josephs 
Miguel Bucino studying ballet 
with pic in mind. 
Daniel des Foldes, RCA Victor 


phonograph head, suddenly returned 
to the States. 


Polish pianist Witold Malcuzynski 


surprising b.o. grosser after return 
from Chilean tour. 
Orchestra of Carlos di Sarli con- 


tracted for 45-day tour of the States 
starting in September. 

Miguel Calvello, composer, long 
active in Asociacion Argentina de 
Musica de Camara, dead. 

German Ziclis adapting Madrid 
farce, ‘Los Tios Vivos’ (‘The Smart 
Uncles’) for J. Garcia Leon’s com- 
pany. 

Mexican tenor Jose Mojica mobbed 
by fans on arrival by air from the 


States. Will do fil... and theatre 
work. 
Maria Barrientos, famed opera 


singer, gave Colon Museum two cos- 


tumes from starring roles. She's 
returning to Rio. 
Hugo del Carril, leading tango 


singer, buying off 20-year contract 
from manager Hector Quesada. Has 
already paid 50,000 pesos. 

Pampa’s U. S. head cameraman, 
Bob Roberts, tossed cocktail party 
for director Lucas Demare on com- 
pletion of ‘E) Cura Gaucho’ (‘The 
Gaucho Priest’). 
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OBITUARIES 


WM. M. (‘BILLY’) JAMES 


William M. (‘Billy’) James, 63, pio- 
neer film exhibitor and w.k. in na- | 
tional indie circles, died May 24 in 
Grant hospital, Columbus, O., after 
a long illness. He had been retired | 
from the theatrical business since 
1927. Widow, daughter and sister 
survive. 

For 12 years James was president 
of the Motion Picture Theatre Own- 


| 
ers of Ohio (forerunner to the In- | 


CLIFFORD BRAUN 

Clifford Braun, president of the 
Ottumwa Theatres, Ottumwa, Iowa, 
died in Rochester, Minn., May 16. 
He had been ill since March. 

Braun, his father, Stephen, and 
two brothers, L. D. and Lynwood, 
purchased the Ottumwa theatre, de- 


| stroyed by fire a few weeks ago. The | 


Ottumwa Theatres Corp, was later 


| formed with Stephen Braun as pres- , the Columbia ranch in San Fernando | 


ident, and has since become af- 





las many as three shows running | 
concurrently. 





JAMES MANOS 
James Manos, 47 maitre d’hotel at 
| Ambassador hotel’s Cocoanut Grove, racy to the State Department to take 
|Los Angeles, for 18 years, died in) action to stop the showing of the 
‘Hollywood, May 24, following an ex-° yFA-distributed pic. 
tended illness. | Two major owners of the 96th 
Manos had more friends in the Street are said to have profited to 
film industry than anyone outside 
the trade, having handled its parties 
since the early silent days. 
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of the first week's business. One of 
'them, Willy Mannsbacher, is said to 
|have been forced to emigrate from 
| FRED BEHRLE | Germany in 1936 because one of his 
Fred Behrle, 50, died May 20 on Parents was Jewish. 

Kyfhauser Bund’s OK 


Most active of the Nazi organiza- 





| Valley, Cal., following a heart at- | 


one ee : - j ion for the pic- | tj in * ing’ i = 
dependent Theatre Owners of Ohio), | filiated with the Tri-States Theatres tack while on location for p tions in ‘encouraging’ its member 


once served as head of the National | 
Amusement Managers’ Assn. and was | 
a charter member of the Variety 
Club, Tent No, 2. He broke into the | 
business when he 
Southern, Columbus, from Lee Boda | 


in 1907, leaving to take over the. 


Broadway, Columbus, in 1910. 


Other houses under his direction 
included the Ada Maede and Ken- 
tucky, Lexington, Ky.; Tivoli, To- 
ledo (selling all three to Gus Sun in 
1918), and in Columbus: James (now 
Loew’s Broad), Grand (now RKO), 
Eastern, Vernon (now Cameo) and 
State. Loew’s bought the James and 
Broadway in 1927 for $1,350,000, with 
J. Real Neth, g.m. of James organ- 
ization, acquiring the others. 

Funeral services were held in Co- 
lumbus Monday (26). | 





| 
WILSON COLLISON | 


Wilson Collison, 47, onetime 
Broadway playwright and for the 
past 13 years a film scenarist, died | 
in Beverly Hills, Cal., May 25, fol-| 
lowing a brief illness. | 


When nine years old, Collison had 
his first story published by a news- 


IN MEMORY OF 


MY DEAR FRIEND 


ENID BERNSTEIN 


S. D. 











paper and in 1919 he achieved 
prominence with his play, ‘Up in 
Mabel’s Room,’ which he _ wrote 
while working as drugstore clerk in 
Columbus, O. Teaming with Avery 
Hopgood, they turned out ‘Girl in 
Limousine, and ‘Getting Gertie’s 
Garter.’ Collison soloed on writing 
and producing ‘Girl With Carmine 
Lips, and ‘Sweet Petunia.’ His 


widow, Anzonetta Lloyd Collison, 


starred in both plays. 


Other shows written by deceased. 


included ‘Every Little Thing,’ ‘A 
Bachelor’s Night,’ ‘Desert Sands,’ 
‘The Sheik Love,’ ‘The Vagabond,’ 


‘Red Dust,’ and ‘Hard-Boiled Angel.’ | 


Collison was credited with more 
than 50 screenplays and a number 
of novels. More recently he wrote 
the ‘Maisie’ series at Metro and was 
at Columbia before illness forced 
him into inactivity. 

Cremated at private services. 





IDA WATERMAN 


Ida Shaw Francoeur, 89, veteran 
legit and screen actress, who used 


the professional name of Ida Water- | 


man, died May 22 at her home in 
Cincinnati. After the death of her 
first husband, Fred Waterman, first 
baseman for the Cincy Reds years 
back, she married Joseph Francoeur, 
actor and later stage manager for 


ductions. Francoeur died in 1907. 


Deceased retired in 1926. She spe- 
cialized in grande dame roles. On 


jot 18. 


|; morgue. 


Corp. Both Stephen Braun and 
Lynwood died in recent years and 
Louis D. Braun died early this year. 


Clifford Braun was a member of 


leased Great Sousa’s band for several years in} 


the trombone section. He is sur- 
vived by his widow. 


WALTER H. MILLER 

Walter H. Miller, 71, retired Edi- 
son recording executive who uncov- 
ered some of the leading dise favor- 
ites in the early days of the indus- 
try, died of a heart attack May 26 at 
his home in South Orange, N. J. 

A native of East Orange, N. J., 
Miller joined the Edison laboratories 





in nearby West Orange when a boy | 
During his long association | 
'with the firm he was credited with 
| discovering the singing team of Billy 


Jones and Ernie Hare, among others. 

Surviving are his widow, Emma, 
and a son, Howard, both of South 
Orange. 





JEANETTE D. BRADSHAW 


Mrs. Jeanette Despres Bradshaw, 
48, former actress, who once ap- 
peared with such stars as Raymond 
Hitchcock, Richard Carle and Fritzi 
Scheff, died May 25 in the New York 
hospital. 

Born 


in Detroit, Mrs. Bradshaw 


was the widow of Kenneth Brad-' 


shaw, a dramatist. 
in which she was seen were 
Modiste,’ ‘The Red Widow,’ ‘The 
Mayor of Tokyo’ and ‘The Yankee 
Consul.’ 

Funeral services were held under 
auspices of the Actors’ Fund and 
burial followed in the Fund plot in 
Kensico Cemetery, N. Y. 





HERMAN HOPPE 


Herman Hoppe, 80, one-time clown 
with the old Barnum & Bailey cir- 
cus, who in recent years had worked 
in Coney Island sideshows, died May 
20 at the Coney Island Hospital, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


ture, ‘Texas.’ Born in San Diego, | ship to attend ‘Sieg’ has been the 
Behrle entered pictures with the old Kyfhauser Bund, made up of Ger- 


| Vitagraph Co., and spent most of his man veterans of the last war and 


| career as a character actor. ‘frequently charged with being a 
Surviving are his widow and son. front for Reich propaganda activity. 
| Number of others, including at least 
CHARLES F. McNAMARA one Italian society, have also been 
Charles F. McNamara, writer of pushing their members to see the 
many songs, died May 11 in General picture, according to informed 
Hospital, Los Angeles. He wrote sources, 
‘Just a Dream of Your Dear’ ‘The! In a statement presented by A\l- 
| Roses of Erin’ and ‘Where the Sweet fons Richter. the theatre’s house at- 
Wild Roses Grow.’ ‘Just a Dream’ | torney, he says: 
was quite a hit around 1910. ‘The 96th Street theatre has not 
A sister, Elisabeth McNamara, of granted, nor does it grant, any ad- 
mission to anybody without payment 
of the regular admission fee, paid in 
JOE WEST | cash at the boxoffice. It is not con- 
Joe West, 24, KGO-KPO junior nected with, nor does it rely upon 





' Hanford, Calif., survives. 





‘announcer, died suddenly May 15 any particular societies or organiza- | 


while thought to be recovering from | tions, does not ask for nor honors 
a rare disease. A former page boy, identification cards by any of its cus- 


West was announcer for the RCA tomers and is open for business for | 


television exhibit during the last each and every caller of the general 
Frisco fair. |Rublic. It extends the courtesy of 


‘Sieg im Westen’ 


the extent of $1,000 each on the gross | 


Among the plays | 
‘Mile. 


He is survived by his widow. They 
were married a year ago. 





T. WISTER GROCKETT 

| TT. Wister Grockett, 56, hotelman 
and former manager of the Million 
Dollar Pier, Atlantic City, died at 
_ the Atlantic City Hospital Saturday 
| (24). 

Widow, two sons, and a daughter 
survive. 





CHARLES M. NIEZER 

Charles M. Niezer, 64, Fort Wayne, 
Ind., industrialist, died May 18. 
| At the time of his death he was 
president and chairman of the board 
of The Capehart, Inc., a director of 
| the Farnsworth Television and Radio 
| Corp., and chairman of the board of 
| the Tokheim Oil Tank and Pump Co. 





| NORTON TRAVIS 
| Norton Travis, 60, one of 
|earliest film cameramen, 
|Los Angeles, May 24. 

| Starting in 1900, Travis handled 
the camera on ‘Perils of Pauline’ se- 


the 


died in | 


free admission, as we presume all ; 


|; motion picture houses do, only to 
representatives of press and radio 
and governmental authorities, upon 


proper presentation of identification 


cards. 

| ‘The 96th Street theatre receives 
|;no payments for any admissions 
\from any source other than cash 
paying customers and your allega- 


,tion that the theatre admits persons | 
/upon presentation of certain mem- | 
| bership cards, expecting reimburse- | 


ment from ‘some other source,’ f.i. 


|‘the Reich Consulate or sundry Nazi 


‘bund coffers,’ is untrue. 


‘We have no knowledge of pres- 


sure by ‘Nazi and Italian Organiza- | 


|tions’ upon their members to see 
the picture, as you insinuate. We 
don’t believe that such is being 
| brought and have not experienced 


| any signs of such whatever.’ 





Sue to Curb ‘Sieg’ 

Albany, N. Y., May 27. 
Notice has been served on Irvin 

Esmond, director of the motion pic- 


A full-blooded American Indian, | rial, starring the late Pearl White, | ture division, State Education, that 


Hoppe’s body remained unclaimed 
last week at the Kings County 
Efforts of police to locate a 
brother, William, also a Brooklyn 
resident, were unavailing. 





WILLIAM C. KALITZ 


William C. Kalitz, 46, former di- 
rector of several orchestras in Phila- 


delphia, died Friday (24) of a heart | 


attack at his,\home in that city. He 
| led the band at the Earle theatre 
|for many years more recently was 
|conductor at the Carmen and Ox- 
ford and had been associated with 
Meyer Davis at one time. 

Kalitz was a member of the Philly 


and Atlantic City locals of the mu- | 


'sicians union. Funeral services were 
held Monday in Germantown, Pa. 


| 





OTIS GARRETT 


| Otis Garrett, 36, film director, died | 
several of Charles Frohman’s pro- in Glendale, Cal. May 24, following | 


apparent recuperation from a stom-| 


ach operation last March. 


Starting as a film editor, deceased 


and also many early silents. 

MARY RUTH MITCHELL 

| Mary Ruth Mitchell, 35, former 
| film actress, died in Los Angeles, 
| May 21. 

| She had appeared in several Joe 
|E. Brown comedies, but had been 
| inactive during the past three years. 








CLIFFORD EVANS 

| Clifford Evans, 41, part owner of 
Phonofilm Co., which manufactures 
juke projectors, died in Hollywood 
| May 24 following a fall down an 
_ hotel elevator shaft. 





RICHARD PHILLIPS 
Richard Phillips, who claimed to 
be 115 years old and the oldest actor 
in the world, died May 4 in Los An- 
geles. He played bit parts in west- 
| ern pictures. 





GODFREY CRAIG 
Godfrey Craig, 26, film player, 

died in Los Angeles, May 26. 
Deceased had once been with the 


the stage she appeared in plays with turned to writing and three years ‘Our Gang’ comedies. 


William Gillette, Maude Adams, Mrs. 


ago won his spurs as a director. 


He 
Fiske and others. Her latest engage- | piloted films at Universal and Grand 


Wife of Arthur D. Knapp, veteran 





ments in pictures were with Douglas National and had to withdraw from salesman for 20th-Fox, died at her 


Fairbanks, Sr., and Mary Pickford. 

Survived by her brother-in-law, 
L. C. Alcoke, with whom she made 
her home. Body was cremated May 
23, following services in Cincy, 





CAL HEILIG 


|cipal comedian 
Calvin (Cal) Heilig, 79, wealthy Musicals in Australia, died in Mel- | 
prominent showman in the North-| bourne recently. 


direction of ‘World Premiere’ 
Paramount for hospitalization. 
Leaves three daughters. 





ALFRED FRITH 
Alfred Frith, 56, for years prin- 
in Williamson-Tait 


Frith, born in 


at home in Detroit, following a short 


|iliness. Three children also survive. 

Sarah Capra, 82, mother of Frank 
| Capra, film producer, died May 23 in 
Hollywood. 








Father of Billy Burton, manager 
of the Jimmy Dorsey orchestra, died 


west, died at his city home in Port- England, went to Aussie in 1914 and | in New York May 22. 


land, Ore., Sunday (25). When the 


scored his biggest success later in 





road flourished he piled up a for- | ‘Going Up.’ 

tune, later selling his theatres in| Following the drop in legit, Frith 
Portland and Seattle to picture ex- joined the Australian Broadcasting 
hibitors, but he retained the Heilig Commission for a series of air re- 
theatre, Tacoma, and operated the vues. 
J. J. Parker theatres in Portland. | 

Heilig built an imposing nome on ‘RIP’ 

the grounds of the Tacoma Country, ‘Rip,’ a.writer of Parisian revues 
Club and was known as a dilettante, for some 30 years, died recently of 
collecting many objects of art. He a stomach ailment in a Paris nursing 
bequeathed his show business inter- | home. Though his right name was 





ests booking franchise with the Georges Thenon, he preferred to be | 


United Booking Office to Bill Mc- | known as ‘Rip.’ 

Curdy, his general manager, who re-| The son of a banker, ‘Rip’ won 
cently visited Broadway to look over | early success as a playwright and 
the possibilities of theatre television. at the peak of his career often had 





Detroit Nitery Suggests 


' Patrons Dance Elsewhere 


Detroit, May 27. 

Dancing in the niteries is passe, 
|too. Thus the Bowery, huge Ham- 
tramck nitery, has built itself up to 
prominence with two and three-hour 
_floor shows, with only five-minute 
|dance spots between shows. 

‘For the benefit of those who wish 
to dance,’ m. c. Charlie Carlisie is 
announcing, ‘we have buses waiting 





vat the door to take you to the Gray- | 


| stone Ballroom.’ 


| Richard R. Rollins of N. Y. City will | 
| seek from Supreme Court Justice | 


| William H. Murray, of Troy, at a 


special term June 13, an order ban-' 


ning ‘Victory in the West,’ the Nazi 


propaganda film depicting Ger- 
many’s conquest of Holland, the, 
Netherlands and France, Rollins 


Started court action after Esmond 
had notified the Non-Sectarian Anti- 
Nazi League, 20 W. 47th street, New 
York, the picture was a ‘current 
events’ one and as such, under the 
Education Law, did not have to be 
licensed, 

| Even if it were technically a fea- 
| ture-length film, Esmond pointed 


out, the m.p.d. could not suppress it | 
legal | 
grounds for the rejection of licenses | 


as ‘propaganda.’ The only 


for pictures in New York State are 
that they are immoral, indecent or 


| incite to crime. Suggestions by anti- | 


long ago made}! 
that Soviet-made pictures be banned | 


|Communists were 


on ‘propaganda’ grounds, 
m.p.d. took no action, 
could not. 


but the 
claiming it 
An amendment to the 
law, Education Department attor- 
neys informally say, would be 
necessary to forbid exhibition of 
films because they contained ‘propa- 
ganda.’ That such a change in the 
statutes will be made is considered 
unlikely. The propaganda phase 
would probably involve the m.p.d. 
in endless difficulties. 

Rollins, through attorney Julius L. 
Goldstein of New York, alleges the 
German-language 
‘Victory’ aims at ‘glorification of 
Hitler, the German soldiers and 
Nazi ideals.’ The picture ‘is not a 
newsreel in any sense of the term,’ 
declares plaintiff 
Rather, it is a full-length picture de- 
picting events happening 20 years 
ago, shortly after World War No. 1, 
and last year. ‘Victory,’ now being 
exhibited in New York, is described 
by Rollins as one that ‘in its mech- 
anistic aspects, shows how efficiently 
the Germans destroy their enemies, 


they treat their captives. . « ae 
reasonable person can errive at the 
conclusion that it is a newsreel.’ 
Charles A. Brind, jr., counsel for 
| the Education Department, will ap- 


commentary to! 


in his affidavit. | 


blow up their cities and how nicely | 


— 


; 


pear for the State in opposition to 
_ Rollins’ application before Justice 
Murray. 
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Texas Would Bar ’Em 
Austin, May 27. 
A resolution before the Texas 
house of representatives wants the 
motion picture industry to withhold 
exhibition of all German-made pic- 
tures. ‘ 
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EARLE, PHILLY 





—_—_ 





|team of elderly dancers, have a 
‘novel turn during which they con- 
|trast modern terping with that of 
the ‘good old days.’ It’s well re- 
| ceived. 

McLaglen and a half-pint stooge 
hold down a 10-minute stint. Hold 
it down—but that’s all. It’s all corn 
with few entertainrnent calories, 
McLaglen tees off with the usual 
‘it’s-great-to-be-in-Philly’ guff, en- 
gages in some palaver with the 
stooge and winds up with a scene 
from ‘The Informer,’ his screen suc- 
cess of some years back. 

His reception told the story. When 
he came onstage, the applause was 
terrific. But when he bowed off 
there was only a faint smattering of 
| palm-pounding. 

'" Show when caught (Saturday 
matinee) was playing to ——_ 
al. 





MARRIAGES 


Ruth Weissburger to Ellis Guskey, 
‘in Pittsburgh, May 12. He’s with 
| WCAE Airliners. 

| Marion Miller to Eddie Krul, in 
Detroit, May 22. He is manager of 
'the New Home theatre there. 

Sylvia Schlang to David A. Lip- 
ton, in New York today (28). He's 
advertising-publicity head of Colum- 
bia Pictures in New York. 

Alice Johnson to Vic Brown in 
Chicago, April 19. Groom is with 
NBC Artists Bureau in Chicago. 

Pearl Hyman to Kenny Hyman, in 
San Antonio, Texas, May 21. He is 
chief engineer of station KABC, San 
Antonio. 

Dee Keating to Hank Maddelena, 
|May 1, in New Orleans. Bride’s a 
‘vocalist and he’s trumpeter with Al 
| Donahue’s orchestra. 
| Doreas Cochran to Arthur V. Jones, 
in Pasadena, May 24. They’re a 
writing team at Universal. 

Ruth Popek, non-pro, to Mel Feld- 
man, WEW, St. Louis, control opera- 
tor. 

Martha Raye to Neal Lang, in Las 
Vegas, Nev., May 24. Bride is film 
and stage comedienne; he’s an hotel 
executive. 

Dorothy Best to John Simpson, 
May 24, in New York. Bride is a 
model and nurse; he’s an NBC an- 
nouncer. 

Colliery Connell to Will Rogers, 
Jr., in Las Vegas, Nev., May 26. He’s 
son of the late humorist, presently 
publishing a newspaper in Beverly 
Hills. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Cyril 
daughter, in Pittsburgh, May 
Mother’s former Vera Neding, 
WCAE staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Adante, & 
daughter. He’s a WGY engineer 
and former announcer at WGY and 
WMBO, Auburn, N. Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Cooke, son, in 
Hollywood, May 19. Father is Los 
Angeles office manager for Univer- 
sal. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Agnew, 
daughter, in Hollywood, May 19. 
Father is in special effects depart- 


Winslow, 
14. 
of 


ment at Warners. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Evans, 
daughter, in San Fernando, Cal. 
May 16. Father is Metro script 
clerk, 


Mr. and Mrs. Arch Farmer, son, 
_ May 16, in Chicago. Father is night 
editor in Columbia-WBBM news 
- room. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Ruby Rosenberg, son 


in Hollywood, May 21. Father is 
| assistant director at RKO. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Palmer, 
daughter, in San Diego, May 21. 


Father is a screen writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Julius Glass, son, re- 
cently in Cleveland. Father is in 
the sales promotion department of 
WGAR, Cleveland. 

Mr. and Mrs. Den Werrells, daugh- 
ter, in Akron, O. Father is operator 
of station WJW, Akron. 

Mr. and Mrs. Al Span, daughter, 
| in Hollywod, May 26. Father is sta- 
| tion KNX, Hollywood, producer. 





3 


viet 


O apse tts 


RAT, ee lS ggg ad a, | P= omalifiog 





~~ = 


toed 


Ogg Cell 


~~» 


pee 


~ 
4 








SE AT, lite RUS | ss enlaces ieee 





» OPO 8g 


amas on 


ae 


~ ——}- 


ee RL I eee 


Wednesday, May 28, 1941 


VARIETY 











and abroad to the speech of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt last night (Tuesday ). 


The trial blackout in Newark Sun- | 


day (25) night was just a warmer- 
up for Manhattan, authorities in con- 
tact with Mayor LaGuardia’s new 
Civilian Defense Office have de- 
clared. LaGuardia feels it is vital 
to have not only total darkness tests 
but frequent drills, because panic in 
event of the bombing of New York 
would be a thousandfold more dan- 
gerous to the population than enemy 
missiles ever could be. 

It is pointed out that the lack of 
panic in London has only been 
achieved because of the long period 
of drills before Hitler got really 
blitzy—and the time for New York 
and the whole eastern seaboard to 
begin to get ready is now. 

Plans by the fire, police and health 
departments in the event of a black- 
out and bombing of Manhattan are 
surprisingly advanced, it has been 
learned, although given very little 
publicity for fear of unduly fright- 
ening the populace. Also, of course, 
there’s still plenty to be done in 
getting detail worked out. 

One of the important steps taken 
has been two series of lectures to 
about 300 engineers of realty-holding 
companies and of major Manhattan 
buildings, including hotels and the- 
atres. First series was on fire pro- 
tection. Second, which ran through 
April, was on bombings, and black- 
outs; and the third, to start shortly, 
will be a more advanced series on 
the bombing-blackout topic. Second 
series was conducted by reps of the 
Army, Health, Fire and Police de- 
partments. Third will be entirely 
by Army and fire department of- 


ficials who have recently returned | 


from a study of London. 
N. Y¥. Subways Unsafe 

Fire department has recently made 
a quiet census of the populations of 
all large buildings and inspected 
them for air raid shelter facilities. 
One thing they have virtually elim- 
inated as a shelter, it has been 
learned, is the subways, thought by 
many to be ideal. 


Subways offer a number of dan-| 


gers, Mayors’ meetings have been 
told. First is that entrances and 
exits are too narrow and serious in- 
juries or deaths might result from 
mass movements in or out of them. 
Second is that they are surrounded 
by water, gas and steam mains. A 
bomb hit on any of these facilities 
could drown or suffocate thousands 
of people in the undergrounds, while 
cthers would probably get killed in 
the rush for the exits. Gas bombs 
constitute another danger to a sub- 
way refuge. 

Half way up in big buildings, ac- 
cording to the teachings at the city’s 
blackout-bomb school, is the safest 
place in event of a raid. Fire de- 
partment has therefore been care- 
fully going over structures, particu- 
larly hotels and the buildings near 
theatres, to select spots. For in- 
stance, in the case of the 3,600-seat 
Paramount on Broadway, the safest 
place would be the corridors of the 
sixth to 12th floors, or thereabouts, 
in the adjoining Paramount Build- 
ing. 

Rules for Theatres, Hotels 

Execs of the downtown theatres 
and hotels shortly will get instruc- 
tions on where to direct their pa- 
trons during raids. They will be ex- 
pected to hold meetings of ushers 
and other employees to pass this in- 
formation down to them and drills 
will be held. In addition, each build- 
ing will be required to post a watcher 
on the roof to warn of planes com- 
ing over after a general alert has 
been sounded by spotvers out at sea 
or otherwise forming a large circle 
about the city. 

Engineers in office buildings and 
hotels are being instructed to make 
corridors (not rooms) the shelters, 
because one of the greatest dangers 
from bombs is fragmentation. Thus, 
persons in the corridors have double 
protection, first by the outside wall 
and then by the corridor partition. 
In addition, lights may be kept on 
in the corridors if doors are kept 
closed. As result, some engineers are 
planning minor electrical 
changes so that central control 
switches will extinguish all room 
lights while leaving the corridor il- 
lumination on. 

Why Radio City’s a Bad Bet 

Radio City buildings, while offer- 
ing great advantages as shelters be- 
cause of their tremendous structural 
strength and fireproof qualities, may 
very likely not be used. Army offi- 
cials fear that their great bulk and 
outstanding character would make 
them the aim of every enemy air- 
man—who could hardly miss hitting 


Blackout Over Broadway 


Continued from page 1 


wiring. 





something vital in that tremendous 
group of structures. 

Another important reason why the 
Rockefeller Center will be a target 
is for morale purposes. Radio City 
is known throughout the country 
and the world and thus has become 
as much a symbol of New York as 
is Broadway. As a result, the 
enemy will make a tremendous pub- 
licity ado about hits on the giant 
piles of masonry. 

Manhattan has both advantages 
and disadvantages over London in 
a bombing raid, instructors at the 
mayor’s school have declared. Ad- 
vantages are the straight, compara- 
tively wide streets and strong con- 
struction of the buildings. Disad- 





vantage is geographical—the broad. 


| Hudson and East rivers on either 
side and the Harlem river to the 
north outlining the island even on 
the darkest nights with what might 
almost as well be neon. Blackouts 
will help only partially. They will 
make it tougher for enemy fliers to 
locate the city from afar and to pick 
out particular buildings—they aim 
for utilities—but won’t give »them 
any particular trouble once they get 
within range. 

| Situation in the event of raids 
won't be quite so desperate as it 
appears at first sight, it is pointed 
out. There won't be the tremendous 
daily crowds pouring into their of- 
,fices nor will there be the nightly 
migration to Broadway picture and 
legit houses. All possible women and 
children, in event of a real blitz, 


would be evacuated and business | 
houses would move headquarters 


,into Connecticut, Jersey and other 
\less densely populated sections. 
Nabes Would Boom 

Broadway’s giant amusement busi- 
iness, of course, would suffer tre- 
/‘mendously, just as that in London’s 
West End has. People would have 
n6 inclination to pour into the dan- 
ger zone, nor would the Government 
permit them to. But, just as in Eng- 
land, theatre business would boom 


| 


in the sectors to which New Yorkers | 


j|have been evacuated. 

One tremendous difficulty in 
blacking out New York and pre- 
paring it for air raids, which the 
Mayor’s aides and the Army have not 
lest sight of, is the polygot nation- 
alities. There is not the same unity 
in New York that there is in Lon- 
‘don, and it is expected that if and 
when war comes, the fifth column 
activity in this part of the country 
will be terrific. No one is putting 
beyond possibility large segments of 
New York’s population cooperating 
with the enemy by failing to effec- 
tually black out their homes every 
time a warden turns his back or cre- 
ating disturbances and panics in 
shelters. 


New Year’s Eve Last 
Sunday in Newark 


Newark, N. J., May 27. 

It was New Year’s Eve in May 
here on Sunday (25) night, when 
this city of 475,000 people became 
the first large industrial metropolis 
on the eastern seabord to experience 
a blackout. City, Army and police 
officials were amazed at the turnout 
downtown to ‘see’ the trial dark pe- 
riod which started at 12:15 a. m. 
Monday and lasted 15 minutes. 

Despite repeated instructions via 
newspaper, radio and shorts in film 
theatres that the place to be during 
the blackout was home, thousands 
of persons poured into the central- 
city area by bus and automobile for 
the strange midnight sight. Solid 
rows of cars which filled the streets 
when they came to a police-enforced 
halt during the Mazda-less period, 
revealed license plates from Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut, Delaware, 
Pennsylvania and other distant 
States. 

To the crowd it was a lark. They 
waited in mildly excited anticipation 
for the lights to go out, hushed up 
for a few seconds when the dark- 
ness fell, then quickly found their 


and drunks. Bars reported little up- 
turn in business, despite the multi- 
tudes, which quickly dispersed for 
home after the dark period. Some 
of the bars put blackout paper over 
the windows and continued to serve 
drinks, but most closed up while the 
help stood outside to get a gander at 
the scene, too. 


Film houses felt no difference at 
the b.o. from a normal Sunday eve- 
ing in May, accounted for partially 
by the fact that the test maneuver 
was so late. Williams Phillips, 
Loew’s manager, pushed up his show 
slightly and inserted a line in his ads 
assuring patrons they would be out 
in time to see the blackout. Number 
of other houses likewise pushed up 
the break, although not advertising 
it. Those whose late shows ran to 
the usual time, around 12:30, found 
most of their patrons leaving in time 
to see the bigger show outside. 


Idea in Newark is to continue the 
blackout experiments, moving the 
time up to around 10 p.m. Sunday 
and then switching to a Tuesday or 
Thursday and finally a Friday or 
Saturday. That, of course, will mean 
plenty of effects on the amusement 
business. 


With a pleasant, starlit night, one’ 


of the major surprises of the crowd 
was that a blackout is not so black. 
Even in sectors where artificial lilu- 
minations was totally doused, it was 
possible to see plenty far ahead to 
walk rapidly with ease without 
bumping into anyone or anything. 











Measles On B’way 
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out of ‘Johnny Belinda’ (Longacre) | 





| 











Saga of Napkin 








later so Bernhardt trotted down to 
the Railway Express offices, asked 
how about it?—and wound up having 
the napkin flown back to the Coast 
where the studio coutd look it over. 
The outline was in executive hands 
less than a day later at a cost of one 
American bucko but Ciro’s it seems, 
is still short one adult bib. , 


Abby Ricker In 

Pan - American Airways’ three 
Clippers carried their weekly ration 
of readable people beginning with 
the Atlantic’s deposit here of Abby 
Ricker, dramatic soprano, back from 
two and a half years’ on Italian 
opera stages with the idea that if the 
world did a little more thinking 
there would be a little less killing. 
Abby, urging that Americans spend 
an hour a day meditating on the 
youths living rather than a minute a 
year praying for the soldier dead, 
said she is about to begin a concert 
tour of the U.S.A. 


The opera singer ate her last Ital- 
ian meal in Milan which she likened 
to an American city in the last war. 
Wartime restrictions put the chill on 
the daily jot, she said, but, at ‘the 
same time, the residents see no ac- 
tual warfare but become numb from 
the effects of it. 


The same flying steamship carried 
Isadore Philipp, the pianist who 
ranks next to the Poles’ piano-play- 
ing ex-president, Paderewski, 
through our immigration barrier to 
spend an indefinite visit here. 


M. Philipp, wito was accompanied 


Continued from page 2 








day (22) she was guest of the Uni- 
ted China Drive’s drive. 
Make Way, Springfield 

The Lane and Patrick combina- 
tion joined with Romero for a trip 
to Springfield, Mass., on the Ameri- 
can Airline shuttle, where Thurs- 
day (22) a Greek War Relief benefit 
was being staged. 

Dorothy Lamour, Cliff Lewis and 
Lynn Farnol came down from the 
clouds from the Coast, and the same 
set of hours brought Ronald Col- 
man and his wife, the former Benita 
Hume, to Our Town. Colman, who 
jut completed labor in the RKO 
Radio pic, ‘My Life With Caroline,’ 
said he would spend a few days of 
his life with Benita looking over the 
Hamlet-of-Hotels and-Hovels-on-the- 
Hudson and then would fly to Buf- 
falo, where his life will be occupied 
with a radio broadcast behalfing 
British War Relief. 

The airport-on-the-parkway will 
have a change of musicmakers Sat- 
/urday (31) when Ron Perry takes 
the melody controls from Jay Coe 
in the Aviation Terrace and the 
| Kitty Hawk room. Velva Nailley 
| will continue with cocktail hour 
' piano rhythm in the Kitty Hawk. 
| Headwaiter Michael McNamara, 
who makes music without a band, 
| greeted this week, among others, 
| Vie Mature, Dot Lamour, Charles 
_ Butterworth and Peggy Hopkins 
| Joyce, who liked the place so well 
| last week that they came back for 
more of the same. 

One of the week’s unrecorded 
| flights was that taken by K. C. ‘Cop- 


because of measles and decided to by his sister, Emilie, founded, with per’ Dwinell, manager of the air- 


call it a season. 
| 


out of ‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Im- | 
perial) earlier in the week with 
laryngitis, Will Philbrick stepping in. 
Moore is seeking a rest and the man- | 
agement will close ‘Purchase’ for the 
summer, going on tour in the fall. | 
In the interim, however, Moore will 
likely go to Hollywood, Buddy De | 
Sylva planting him in the picture | 
version of ‘Purchase.’ 

Julia Knox, understudy in ‘The 
Corn Is Green’ (National), replaced 
Rosalind Ivan when the latter was 
out with a heavy cold. Raymond 
Roe, a kid actor in ‘Women Aren’t 


‘Angels’ (on tour), was out of the cast 


tongues for plenty of wisecracking | 


and kidding. 

Despite the joking, there was a 
feeling that this was very serious, as 
evidenced by the booing Borden’s 
Milk Co. took from the thickest of 


the mob at Broad and Market streets, | 


Newark’s Times Square. Street 
lights and most of the commercial 
illuminated went out a couple min- 
utes before the appointed time. Bor- 
den’s, however, waited until exactly 
12:15, and the crowd, thinking the 


company wasn’t cooperating, gave it. 


a terrific razzberry. 
Only thing serving to make the 
atmosphere more subdued than New 


Year’s Eve was the lack of liquor’ noblemen 


| Bob Nelson 


last week, measles being the com- 
plaint. 


| Bills Next Week 























{Jerry Salisbury | 
Hotel Lenox 
(Blue Train) 

Johnny Field Ore 


Boyd Heathen 
Roberta Jonay 
Nina Olivette 
Allen Murray 


Flagg & Arnold 
Nick & V Collins Deone Parrish 

ey Mananea Hotel Sheraton 
ce (Sheraton Koof) 
Lou Carter Ore Don Dudley Ore 


David Bailentine 


Johnny McAtteer Hotel Stailer 


(Terrace Keom) 


Pape & Conchita Eddie O’Hearn Ore 
Bill & E Hershey Johnny Turnbull 
Casa Manana Gls (Cafe Rouge) 

Clab Mayfair Salvy Cavicchio Orc 
Ranny Weeks Orc Hotel Westminster 
Bernie Bennett O (Blue Room) 
Romo Vincent 


Jimmy McHale Ore 


Barbara Belmore a. . 
Trop'l Serenaders O 


Anthony, Allyn & H 


‘ Harry Drake Rev 
Club Vanity Fair = \furie! Daniels 
Kai Nira Orc Eddy & L Roberta 
Stella Ray Paul & Edna 
Joan Renet Hotel Ritz Carleton 
Dee Parker (Ritz Roof) 
Cocoanut Grove Carlos Molinas Ore 
Mickey Alpert Ore Phil Saltman Ore 


Raye & Naldi 

Bernice Parks | 

Copacabana Sirens 
Ken 

Billy Mack Ore 

Russ Howard 

Charlie Rozella Co 


Don Rice Ore 
Wally Wanger Rev 
Bernie [azioli 
Billy Paine 

Martha Burke 
Peggy Fears 
Bryant Rains & ¥ 


Norvelle Bros “ - 
Hassan, 2d Kay Scanion 
Archie Onray 
(Melody Lounge) Johnny Argo 
Marcia Dean Caro] Normandie 
> ] tteore 
wewel « Steger Latin Quarter 
Crawford House P . 
Tony Bruno Orc 
Ray Collins Orc Harry Spear 
Miriam Johnson Cookie Faye 
Crawfordettes Lew Walter Rev 
Rosita Royce Tip, Tay Toe 
Jimmy Husson Martel Trio 
Ray Pike Mignon 
Sweetie Pie Latin Ballet 
lox & Hounds Radio Herb Lewis 
i 1 , - 
Milton George Orc Steuben’s 
Hi-Hat (Vienna Room) 
Pete Herman Orc » Lew Conrad Ore 
Lucille Grey Doris Abbott 
Frank Petty Alice O'Leary 
Hotel Bradford Buster & B Burnell 
(Cireus Room) Leslies 
Florence Hallman Wallac e Puppets 
Runkie & Lambert Lucille & E Roberts 


Hotel Copley Plaza The Cave 
(Sheraton Room) 
Stuart Frazicr Ore Jeck Fisher 


Tamara Doriva 


Hotel Essex Doris Abbott 
Ernest Murray Ore Nick & V Collins 
Billy Kelly Wallace Puppets 
Jack Manning Lucille & E Robert 
Al Lewis i 
Victor Donato | Tic Toc 


Adelie Corev 
Rita Henderson 
Shepard Sis Danny Goodman 
Johnny Kaden Tiny Sinclair 
Hotel Gardner Virginia Paine 
Burt Shaw na & Parker 
Evalyn Harvey , tie Foe Gls 
Hotel Lafayette | 


'Ernie Bell Ore 
Ben Ford Rev 


Tremont Plaza 
Al Tory Orc 


Continued from page 48= + 


Ralph Porras Ore | 


MacKeever, the Fontainbleau School 
of Music in Paris. The composer- 
pianist, last here in 1935, will stop 
at Gotham’s Hotel Woodward as the 
guest of friends and former pupils. 
In his slow, methodical French he 
countered queries on current France 
with, ‘What do we have today?’ 


Lady Queensberry 


Lady Queensberry, wife of the 10th 
Marquis of Queensberry, grandson of 
the lad who put a box around boxing 
by formulating parliamentary pro- 
ceedure for pugs, Clippered in Fri- 
day (23) on her way to Canada to 
see her children, parked there for 
‘duration. The granddaughter-in- 
law of the propounder of pugilistic 
precautions is internationally known 


as a portrait painter and hopes to! 


execute a few commissions while in 
North America. 


Another Clipper tripper of the 
week was Mme. Evelyn Randole, the 
playrite and critic, bound for Nice, 
in the outskirts of Hitler, to greet 


her mother and persuade her to come 


to a land where the politicians and 
alleged statesmen aren't always ‘yes 
men.’ 

With much bally-bally from the 
American press and camera, Faith 
Bennett, actress- wife of screen 
writer Charles Bennett, boarded 
Pan-American Airways’ Dixie to fly 
to Lisbon and thence on to London 
where the Air Transport Auxiliary 
awaits her services. The lovely-to- 
look-at holder of a pilot’s license will 
serve as a ferry flyer. 


Afraid of Thunderstorms 


Mrs. Bennett, who is more afraid 
of ‘thunderstorms than of Messer- 
schmitts, had a wad of press clip- 
pings tucked along side of her Brit- 
ish, American and Mexican flying 
licenses. She will be back to Bev- 
erly Hills when it’s over over there, 
she said. Among the sendoff gifts in 
her valise was a stuffed black cat, 
tagged ‘Nibs,’ which her husband 
took from a captured German dug- 
out in the last war. Bennett, who is 
past the age deadline for active 
service will remain in California. 

Eastern Air Lines took this week’s 
handicap in headline customers 
while American Airlines flew a close 
second. Al Jolson chose EAL to 
wing to Washington and Jean Her- 
sholt used the same line to get to 
the same place. Irving Berlin also 
took Eastern to the nation’s shrine, 
while an EAL ship ferried Allan 
Dulles, the writer, to Miarni. 

American brought Rosemary Lane 
and Gail Patrick in from Los An- 
geles to join Cesar Romero, who 
came in from the end-of-the-line 
earlier in the week from L.A. on 
AA. Judith Anderson also New 
Yorked from the West Coast, while the 
same flying freight car that carried 
the legit actress and Romero also toted 
K. T. Stevens, who before she went 
to initials was Gloria Wood. K. T., 
whose blonde loveliness had observ- 
ers in a tailspin most of the week, 
joined papa Sam _ Wood, the direc- 


tour of LaGuyardiaville. On Thurs- 


Victor Moore was the aid of American Mrs. Randall | port’s three restaurants, who went 


up in the air on one of those Cola 
_ ad junkets and who came down 
| muttering the praises of ice water. 


| 








Army Shows 
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| 
/an Army officer and a civilian em- 
ployes of the CC, who will be an ex- 
perienced company manager. This 
whole mobile phase of the entertain- 
ment program has been delegated by 
chairman Vinton Freedley to Harry 
Delmar. Where necessary, units will 
remain in a camp two or more nights 
so that majority of boys can see the 
show. 
; Rose’s Experiment 
Determination by Billy Rose to 
prove practical his plan for ‘mobile 
shows’ in Army camps has led the 
producer to advance his own coin to 


take a troupe to Fort Dix, N. J, 
today (Wednesday ). 
Entertainers who will make the 


trip are Simone Simon, Milton Berle, 
Bill Robinson and Jane Froman. 
They will give three 40-minute per- 
formances, at 7:30, 9 and 10:30 p.m| 
Trucks, whose sides open up to form 
a stage, will move from one parade 


ground to another for each show. 
Locations are about two miles apart, 
Rose having chosen them during sev- 
eral visits to Dix last week. About 
4,000 to 5,000 soldiers can be ac- 


commodated at each show, which is 
about half the total number at the 
cantonment, 

Rose had the two trucks driven in 
from Detroit, paying for fuel and 
drivers from his own pocket, al- 
though he will be reimbursed later 
by the Citizens Committee for the 
Army and Navy, which is to be 
provided with funds by the United 
Service Organizations. 

Feeling that lack of proper prepa- 
ration hurt the camp shows in the 
past, Rose is sparing no horses. 
Aside from last week's trips to Dix, 
he went down yesterday (Tuesday) 
to check on electrical and other 
equipment and will take the per- 
formers down early today to give 
them ample time for rehearsal. 

Cavalcade of newspapermen: will 
accompany the troupe down to at- 
test to success or failure of the ex- 
periment, 

Leo Rebin and Ralph Rainger fin- 
ished two new tunes, ‘Hi-ya, Love’ 
,and ‘Another Little Dream Won't 
Do Us Any Harm,’ for ‘A Yank in 
the R.A.F.’ et 20th-Fox. 


Bicycling Hoofery 


Detroit, May 27. 

With the same dance band and a 
portable floor, the Hotel Statler 
here is providing dancing in two of 
its rooms. Sande Williams’ orch igs 
providing the music for the regular 
dinner-dance hours in the hotel’s 
Terrace. Room. 

Promptly at 10 p.m, the orchestra 
moves; into the nearby Lounge Bar 





|tor, and her mofher in a vacation where, the portable dance floor is 


put down, 
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~~ \__ sure about your skin-ACTIVE-| LATHER 
; EB | FACIALS with Lux Soap 


tn “Here's a care that makes you 


UX TOILET SOAP ACTIVE-LATHER 
FACIALS give your skin protection 


| 
q it needs for loveliness—the protection of 
| thorough cleansing. Beautiful Irene 
1 : Dunne tells you just how to take this 


facial: ‘‘Pat the rich Lux Soap lather 
lightly into your skin, rinse with warm 
water, then cool. Then pat gently to 
dry. Now look in your mirror!’ Try 
this gentle Hollywood care for 30 days 
—see what it can do for you! 
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LUX SOAP 
oo ACTIVE-LATHER 
rr < i FACIALS LEAVE SKIN 
_—" _ aan : FEELING SO SMOOTH 


'” © few. ~ | _| \VE FOUND THE RIGHT 
ae 4 if COMPLEXION CARE! 


ee 
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ay Sp Potten: Dunne 


COLUMBIA PICTURES’ 





~" Now GREE on ‘Soar 


9 out of 10 Hollywood Screen Stars use Lux Toilet Soap 
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